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Week Fifty-One: Incarnation 
  

The First Incarnation 
  

In the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. . . . All things came to be through him, 
and without him nothing came to be.  
—John 1:1, 3 
 
Drawing on the wisdom of Franciscan 
theology, Richard Rohr views Incarnation as 
beginning first with the birth of the cosmos, 
long before the birth of Jesus: 
 
What was God up to in those first moments 
of creation? Was God totally invisible 
before the universe began, or is there even 
such a thing as “before”? Why did God 
create at all? What was God’s purpose in 
creating? Is the universe itself eternal, or is 
the universe a creation in time as we know 
it—like Jesus himself? 

Let’s admit that we will probably never 
know the “how” or even the “when” of 
creation. But the question that religion tries 
to answer is mostly the “why.” Is there any 
evidence for why God created the heavens 
and the earth? What was God up to? Was 
there any divine intention or goal, or do we 
even need a creator “God” to explain the 
universe? 

Most of the perennial traditions have offered 
explanations, and they usually go something 
like this: Everything that exists in material 
form is the offspring of some Primal Source, 
which originally existed only as Spirit. This 
Infinite Primal Source somehow poured 
itself into finite, visible forms, creating 
everything from rocks to water, plants, 
organisms, animals, and human beings. This 
self-disclosure of whomever you call God 
into physical creation was the first 
Incarnation (the general term for any 
enfleshment of spirit), long before the 
personal, second Incarnation that Christians 
believe happened with Jesus. 

When Christians hear the word 
“incarnation,” most of us think about the 
birth of Jesus, who personally demonstrated 
God’s radical unity with humanity. But I 
want to suggest that the first Incarnation was 
the moment described in Genesis 1, when 
God joined in unity with the physical 
universe and became the light inside of 
everything. This, I believe, is why light is 
the subject of the first day of creation. 

The Incarnation, then, is not only “God 
becoming Jesus.” It is a much broader event, 
which is why John first describes God’s 
presence in the general word “flesh” (John 
1:14). John is speaking of the ubiquitous 
Christ we continue to encounter in other 
human beings, a mountain, a blade of grass, 
or a starling. 

“Christ” is a word for the Primordial 
Template (Logos or Word) through whom 
“all things came into being, and not 
one thing had its being except through him” 
(John 1:3). Seeing in this way has reframed, 
reenergized, and broadened my own 
religious belief, and I believe it could be 
Christianity’s unique contribution among the 
world religions. 
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Week Fifty-One: Incarnation 
  

The Second Incarnation Flows 
from the First 

  

Father Richard writes of the Incarnation of 
Christ in the person of Jesus: 
 
Through the act of creation, God manifested 
the eternally outflowing Divine Presence 
into the physical and material world (see 
Romans 8:19–25). Ordinary matter is the 
hiding place for Spirit, and thus the very 
Body of God. Since the very beginning of 
time, God’s Spirit has been revealing its 
glory and goodness through the physical 
creation. 

Christians believe that this universal Christ 
presence was later “born of a woman under 
the law” (Galatians 4:4) in a moment of 
chronological time. This is the great 
Christian leap of faith. 

We daringly believe that God’s presence 
was poured into a single human being, so 
that humanity and divinity can be seen to be 
operating as one in him—and therefore in 
us! But instead of saying that God 
came into the world through Jesus, maybe it 
would be better to say that Jesus came out 
of an already Christ-soaked world. The 
second Incarnation flowed out of the first, 
out of God’s loving union with physical 
creation. [1] 

Jesus offered the world a living example of 
fully embodied Love that emerged out of 

our ordinary, limited life situations. For me, 
this is the real import of Paul’s statement 
that Jesus was “born of a woman under the 
law.” In Jesus, God became part of our 
small, homely world and entered into human 
limits and ordinariness—and remained 
anonymous and largely invisible for his first 
thirty years. Throughout his life, Jesus 
himself spent no time climbing, but a lot of 
time descending, “emptying himself and 
becoming as all humans are” (Philippians 
2:7), “tempted in every way that we are” 
(Hebrews 4:15) and “living in the limitations 
of weakness” (Hebrews 5:2). 

Jesus walked, enjoyed, and suffered the 
entire human journey, and he told us that we 
could and should do the same. His life 
exemplified the unfolding mystery in all of 
its stages—from a hidden, divine 
conception, to a regular adult life full of love 
and problems, punctuated by a few moments 
of transfiguration and enlightenment, and all 
leading to glorious ascension and final 
return. As Hebrews 4:15 states, “For we do 
not have a high priest who is unable to 
sympathize with our weakness, but we have 
one who was like us in every way, 
experienced every temptation, and never 
backtracked” (my translation). We do not 
need to be afraid of the depths and breadths 
of our own lives, of what this world offers 
us or asks of us. We are given permission to 
become intimate with our own experiences, 
learn from them, and allow ourselves to 
descend to the depth of things, even our 
mistakes, before we try too quickly to 
transcend it all in the name of some 
idealized purity or superiority. God hides in 
the depths and is not seen as long as we stay 
on the surface of anything—even the depths 
of our sins. [2] 
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Week Fifty-One: Incarnation 
  

God in the Galaxies and in 
Humanity 

  

Best known for her works of fiction, author 
Madeleine L’Engle (1918–2007) was a 
devoted Christian who perceived God’s 
presence in all things and circumstances. 
Here she invites readers to join her awe-
filled observations: 
 
I look at the stars and wonder. How old is 
the universe? . . . All we know is that once 
upon a time or, rather, once before time, 
Christ called everything into being in a great 
breath of creativity—waters, land, green 
growing things, birds and beasts, and finally 
human creatures—the beginning, the 
genesis, not in ordinary Earth days; the 
Bible makes it quite clear that God’s time is 
different from our time. A thousand years 
for us is no more than the blink of an eye to 
God. But in God’s good time the universe 
came into being, opening up from a tiny 
flower of nothingness to great clouds of 
hydrogen gas to swirling galaxies. In God’s 
good time came solar systems and planets 
and ultimately this planet on which I stand 
on this autumn evening as the Earth makes 
its graceful dance around the sun. It takes 
one Earth day, one Earth night, to make a 
full turn, part of the intricate pattern of the 
universe. And God called it good, very 
good. 

A sky full of God’s children! Each galaxy, 
each star, each living creature, every particle 

and sub-atomic particle of creation, we are 
all children of the Maker. From a sub-atomic 
particle with a life span of a few seconds, to 
a galaxy with a life span of billions of years, 
to us human creatures somewhere in the 
middle in size and age, we are . . . children 
of God, made in God’s image. 

L'Engle honors the unique role that Jesus as 
Christ plays in creation:  

Don’t try to explain the Incarnation to me! It 
is further from being explainable than the 
furthest star in the furthest galaxy. It is love, 
God’s limitless love enfleshing that love into 
the form of a human being, Jesus, the Christ, 
fully human and fully divine. 

Christ, the Second Person of the Trinity, 
Christ, the Maker of the universe or perhaps 
many universes, willingly and lovingly 
leaving all that power and coming to this 
poor, sin-filled planet to live with us for a 
few years to show us what we ought to be 
and could be. Christ came to us as Jesus of 
Nazareth, wholly human and wholly divine, 
to show us what it means to be made in 
God’s image. Jesus, as Paul reminds us, was 
the firstborn of many brethren [Romans 
8:29]. 

I stand on the deck of my cottage, looking at 
a sky full of God’s children, knowing that I 
am one of many brethren, and sistren, too, 
and that Jesus loves me, this I know, for the 
Bible tells me so. 

Bathed in this love, I go into the cottage and 
to bed. 
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Week Fifty-One: Incarnation 
  

Incarnation at the Edge 
  

In this Christmas homily, Father Richard 
speaks of the surprising nature of 
Incarnation. We find God in all the places 
we don’t expect. 
 
We see in the original Gospel stories of 
Jesus’ birth that there’s really nothing pretty 
about the first Christmas. The only way 
human beings can understand spiritual 
things is that they have to be presented in 
physical, material form. We can’t get it 
otherwise. We have to see it and we have to 
touch it. How God comes into the world 
would also seem to be very important, as if 
to say to us: this is where God is to be 
found. The great question has always been, 
“What is God? Who is God? Where is this 
God hiding?” because initially, God isn’t 
really obvious to most people. The mystery 
we celebrate at Christmas is saying that the 
divine has chosen its hiding place in the 
world, and it’s in all material things. And 
that all becomes summed up now in the 
body of Jesus. 

Where is this God being revealed? Not in 
the safe world, but at the edge, at the 
bottom, among those where we don’t want 
to find God, where we don’t look for God, 
where we don’t expect God. The way we’ve 
created Christianity, it seems like it’s all 
about being nice, pretty, middle class, 
“normal” and under the law. Here we have 
in the Gospel stories Jesus, Mary, and 
Joseph being none of those things. It might 

just be telling us we should be looking 
elsewhere. [1] 

Writer and organizer Kelley Nikondeha 
describes how the context of Jesus’ birth 
demonstrates God’s Incarnation amongst 
those who suffer and are oppressed: 

The advent narratives demand we take the  

political and economic world of Roman 
Palestine seriously. The Gospel writers 
named the empires of Caesar and Herod not 
for dramatic effect; they didn’t mention a 
census or massacre for literary flourish. The 
Gospel writers used contextual markers to 
describe in concrete ways the turmoil of the 
times that hosted the first advent. 

It is this very context that makes the advent 
narratives contemporary—whether in Israel-
Palestine or lands beyond. Our troubled 
times, shaped by all manner of injustice, 
cause continued suffering, making the loud 
cries of lament and cries for peace timely, as 
they are answered by advent. . . . 

The Incarnation positions Jesus among the 
most vulnerable people, the bereft and 
threatened of society. The first advent shows 
God wrestling with the struggles common to 
many the world over. And from this 
disadvantaged stance, Jesus lives out God’s 
peace agenda as a counter-testimony to 
Caesar’s peace. 

This is the story of advent: we join Jesus as 
incarnations of God’s peace on this earth for 
however long it takes. God walks in deep 
solidarity with humanity, sharing in our 
sufferings and moments of hope. Amid our 
hardship, God is with us. Emmanuel remains 
the name on our lips in troubled times. [2] 
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Week Fifty-One: Incarnation 
  

The Fullness of Our Humanity 
  

Father Greg Boyle is the Founder of 
Homeboy Industries, which offers jobs, 
services, and dignity to former gang 
members. He has witnessed the healing that 
comes from having reverence for reality—
which is where we bump into God.   
 
We remember the sacred by our reverence. . 
. . This is the esteem we extend to the reality 
revealed to us. Jesus didn’t abandon his 
reality, he lived it. He ran away from 
nothing and sought some wise path through 
everything. He engaged in it all with 
acceptance. He had an eye out always for 
cherishing his reality. A homie, Leo, wrote 
me: “I’m going to trust God’s constancy of 
love to hover over my crazy ass. I’m fervent 
in my efforts to cultivate holy desires.” This 
is how we find this other kind of stride and 
joyful engagement in our cherished reality. 
The holy rests in every single thing. Yes, it 
hovers, over our crazy asses. . . . 

I always liked that Saint Kateri 
Tekakwitha’s name “Tekakwitha” means 
“she who bumps into things.” What if 
holiness is a contact sport and we are meant 
to bump into things? This is what it means 
to embrace a contemplative, mystical way of 
seeing wholeness. It gives a window into 
complexity and keeps us from judging and 
scapegoating and demonizing. If we allow 
ourselves to “bump into things,” then we 
quit measuring. We cease to Bubble-Wrap 

ourselves against reality. We stop trying to 
“homeschool” our way through the world so 
that the world won’t touch us. Hard to 
embrace the world . . . if we are so 
protective and defensively shielded from it. 
A homie told me once, “It’s taken me all 
these years to see the real world. And once 
ya see it—there’s only God there.” 

Boyle closes the gap between the secular 
and the sacred: 

We don’t want to distance the secular but 
always bring it closer. It’s only then that 
ordinary things and moments become 
epiphanies of God’s presence. Some man 
said to me once, “I want to become more 
spiritual.” Yet God is inviting us to inhabit 
the fullness of our humanity. God holds out 
wholeness to us. Let’s not settle for just 
spiritual. We are sacramental to our core 
when we think that everything is holy. The 
holy not just found in the supernatural but in 
the Incarnational here and now. The truth is 
that sacraments are happening all the time if 
we have the eyes to see. . . . 

The point of the Incarnation is that Jesus is 
one of us in the ordinary. Jesus is God’s 
declaration that the Infinite is present in it 
all. . . . 

Our mystical “diving in” is at the heart of 
the Incarnation. Jesus ONLY referred to 
himself as the Son of Man, which means the 
Human One. It must be important. It shows 
up eighty-seven times in the Bible. “Never 
say it’s not God,” if it’s human, in the flesh, 
and ever-present. 
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Pro-life activist and 
Trump apologist 
Frank Pavone 
dismissed from 
Catholic priesthood 
VATICAN 

VATICAN NEWS 

 
Fr. Frank Pavone, national director of Priests 
for Life, is shown speaking in front of the U.S. 
Supreme Court in Washington in this 2019 file 
photo. Pavone has been dismissed from the 
priesthood. (CNS/Tyler Orsburn) 
 

 
BY CHRISTOPHER WHITE 
Vatican Correspondent 
Rome — 18 December 2022 
 
Frank Pavone, a right-wing provocateur who 
for years defied requests from the Vatican 
and multiple U.S. bishops to stop engaging 
in partisan political advocacy inconsistent 
with his role as a member of the Catholic 
clergy, has been dismissed from the 
priesthood.  

In a Dec. 13 letter to the U.S. bishops, 
Archbishop Christophe Pierre, the Vatican's 
representative to the United States, said that 

Pavone — national director of the anti-
abortion organization Priests for Life and 
former advisory board member of the 
group "Catholics for Trump" — had been 
found guilty  in canonical proceedings of 
"blasphemous communications on social 
media" and of "persistant disobedience" of 
his bishop.  

According to Pierre's letter, obtained by 
NCR, the Vatican's Dicastery for the Clergy 
informed Pavone of the decision on Nov. 9, 
noting that his dismissal from the Catholic 
priesthood cannot be appealed.  

Pavone's removal from the clerical state was 
first reported on Dec. 17 by the Catholic 
News Agency, which is owned by 
the Eternal World Television 
Network (more commonly known as 
"EWTN") and confirmed by NCR.  

The 63-year-old former priest sparked fierce 
backlash in 2016 when he released a video 
in which he placed the body of an aborted 
fetus on an altar and urged Catholics not to 
vote for the Democratic presidential 
contender Hillary Clinton.  

More recently, he has denied the 2020 U.S. 
presidential results and spread false lies that 
Joe Biden did not lawfully win the 
presidential election.  

Pavone was first ordained to the priesthood 
in the New York Archdiocese in 1988, and, 
in 1993, became director of the pro-life 
organization Priests for Life. In 2005, he 
transferred to the Diocese of Amarillo, 
Texas, with plans to launch an order of 
priests with the stated purpose of promoting 
the end of abortion.  

Those plans were soon nixed and over the 
last two decades, Priests for Life, 
which boasts of being the "largest ministry 
in the Catholic Church focused on ending 
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abortion," has been engulfed in management 
and financial scandals.  

In 2014, New York's Cardinal Timothy 
Dolan, who had been tapped by the Vatican 
to help reform the organization, washed his 
hands of the group, saying he wanted " 
nothing further to do with the 
organization."   

Despite claiming to be a non-partisan 
organization, Pavone 
has regularly collaborated with the Trump 
administration and the Republican Party.  

One day after news of his dismissal from the 
clerical state was announced, 
Pavone's social media accounts still 
contained photos of him with the former 
president and a photo of him wearing a 
clerical collar and one of Trump's "Make 
America Great Again" baseball caps.  

In 2022, Pavone marked the 35th 
anniversary of his regular television show, 
"Defending Life," on EWTN, a U.S. 
Catholic media conglomerate that has 
become known for its regular antagonistic 
coverage of Francis and partisan political 
focus, often supportive of Trump.  

According to its most recent publicly 
available tax documents, in 2018, Priests for 
Life, which is now headquartered in Florida, 
had brought in over $10 million that year. 
Recent communications from Pavone 
celebrated the forthcoming Republican 
takeover of the U.S. House of 
Representatives and said that looking ahead, 
the organization's focus would be on the 
2023 and 2024 elections.  

Neither Pavone nor Priests for Life 
immediately responded to NCR's request for 
comment about the Vatican's decision.  

In the immediate aftermath of the 
announcement, however, 
Pavone received support from one vocal 
U.S. Catholic bishop who is known for his 
own vocal opposition to both abortion and 
Pope Francis.  

"The blasphemy is that this holy priest is 
canceled while an evil president promotes 
the denial of truth and the murder of the 
unborn at every turn," wrote Bishop Joseph 
Strickland of Tyler, Texas, who in 
2020 endorsed a video that claimed "You 
cannot be Catholic and be a Democrat." 

According to Priests for Life's website, five 
active ministry U.S. Catholic bishops 
are listed as serving as bishop advisors to the 
organization: Peter Jugis of Charlotte, North 
Carolina; Robert McManus of Worcester, 
Massachusetts;  Ralph Walker Nickless of 
Sioux City, Iowa, Clarence Silva, Bishop of 
Honolulu, Hawaii; and Richard Stika of 
Knoxville, Tennessee.   

As for Pavone's future, the official statement 
from the Vatican's U.S. nunciature noted 
that Priests for Life is not a Catholic 
organization and it would have to decide the 
nature of Pavone's relationship to it, given 
that he is no longer a Catholic priest. 

Documentary's 
personal stories 
highlight urgent 
message of  
Laudato Si' 
EARTHBEAT 
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Greg Asner, center, and Chief Dadá Borarí, 
right, at Salla Reggia inside the Apostolic Palace 
in Vatican City (Courtesy of Lorenzo 
Magistrato) 
 

 
BY CHRIS BYRD 
17 December 2022 
 
Amid an ongoing global pandemic and 
increasing corporate greed and arrogance, 
the producers of "The Letter: A Message for 
Our Earth" believe the messages of Pope 
Francis' 2015 papal encyclical "Laudato Si, 
On Care for Our Common Home" — the 
first one to elevate care for the earth as its 
main concern — are more urgent than ever. 
The artistically flawed documentary is 
nonetheless enlightening and moving, 
sobering yet hopeful. It will debut at 8 p.m. 
Dec. 21 on PBS but broadcast times may 
vary and viewers should consult their local 
listings. The film will also be available to 
stream at PBS.org. 
A collaboration between the Laudato Si' 
Movement and the Vatican, "The Letter" 
was directed by Nicolas Brown, the British 
filmmaker best known for 2018's "The 
Serengeti Rules." Brown structures the film 
around a dialogue the pope conducted in 
August 2021 at the Vatican with climate 

activists representing perspectives the 
pontiff highlighted in his encyclical. 
From Senegal, Arouna Kandé represents the 
voice of the poor; Brazilian Amazon Chief 
Dadá Borarí of the Maro speaks for 
indigenous people; teenager Ridhima 
Pandey of India uplifts the youth; and 
Hawaiian scientists Greg Asner and Robin 
Martin advocate for wildlife. 
The activists' stories are as impressive as 
they are inspiring. The Saharan drought 
compelled Kandé to move to the city of St. 
Louis, Missouri, when he was 6-years-old. 
Forced to beg on the streets, he found refuge 
in the Maison de la Gare, a non-profit that 
"helps struggling qur'anic students integrate 
into society." 
Committed to his home country and now in 
his 20s, Kandé is determined to become a 
leader in his village. He witnesses the 
devastation caused by rising sea levels in the 
western African nation, where the 
filmmakers say more than 3,200 people have 
lost their homes. This reality engendered 
many in the country to join the growing 
ranks of climate refugees, projected to be as 
many as 1.5 billion people by 2050, 
according to the film. 

 
Chief Dadá Borarí (Courtesy of Lorenzo 
Magistrato) 
 
Because of his outspoken protection of the 
Brazilian Amazon, Borarí says men pointed 
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guns at his head and tied him to a tree. He 
dates his concern for deforestation to 2002 
when "the peace and quiet ended when 
logging companies started to subdivide and 
occupy the land and manage the territory." 
The indigenous leader says that some in 
Brazil "want to turn the Amazon into a 
financial market" and "extract mineral and 
harvest wood." 
The documentarians note that since 1978, an 
area twice the size of Spain has been lost to 
deforestation in the Amazon; but as the 
stewards of 80 percent of it, indigenous 
people will play a critical role in preserving 
the world's biodiversity. 
The Kedarnath Floods informed 15-year-old 
Pandey's activism at a tender age. Striking 
the North Indian state of Uttarakhand in 
June 2013, five days of heavy rain 
precipitated landslides that swept up homes 
and people, killing more than 5,700. The 
natural disaster galvanized the young 
woman many call India's Greta Thunberg. 
From Pandey's viewpoint, the problem of 
climate change is more personal and urgent 
for the world's youth than it is for older 
generations. 

 
Ridhima Pandey (Courtesy of Lorenzo 
Magistrato) 
 

"My generation is the most vulnerable right 
now," she says, "and we are going to be 
most affected in the future as well." 

The precarious future of coral reefs is the 
focus of the life work of Asner and Martin, 
the final participants in the papal dialogue. 
Their high-tech environmental mapping 
system allows them to gather data on the 
reefs from images taken from planes. "My 
office is one of the coolest places on earth," 
Martin says of the reefs where she swims to 
compare her observations with the mapping 
system data. The film notes that 25 percent 
of marine life depends upon coral reefs, but 
marine heat waves alarm the married 
scientists. If temperatures rise two degrees 
Celsius, up to 99 percent of coral reefs could 
die, the documentarians observe. 

Hushed reverence, awe and disbelief 
describe the reactions from the quintet when 
they meet the pontiff. Kandé likely speaks 
for all when he says, "I grew up in a society 
that ignores people like me, so I could not 
have imagined having this opportunity." 
The pope's warm, natural way with his 
company puts them and us, the viewers, at 
ease. In showcasing Francis' gift of 
accompaniment and accessibility to the 
faithful and the press — one of his papacy's 
hallmarks — "The Letter" distinguishes 
itself from similar documentaries. 
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Arouna Kandé (Courtesy of Lorenzo Magistrato) 
 
Speaking in Spanish because, he says, his 
"heart is in Spanish," Francis' message to the 
activists aptly reinforces "Laudato Si'." "We 
are building a tower of human arrogance," 
he says, "and nature is screaming: stop. 
Unity means saving mother earth, saving 
biodiversity, saving ourselves and each 
other." 

As far as art and storytelling go, "The 
Letter" is admittedly flawed. The use of 
Billy Williams' 1957 recording of the jaunty 
"I'm Gonna Sit Right Down and Write 
Myself A Letter" to introduce us to the 
documentary's theme and protagonists felt 
overly whimsical for such a serious film, 
and viewers will likely be frustrated by the 
gaping holes in some of the advocates' 
narratives. In the retelling of an incident 
when Borarí's life was threatened, we are 
never told how he escaped; nor are we told 
that the chief has traveled with police 
protection for 10 years due to constant death 
threats. 

We also don't learn enough about Pandey's 
remarkable achievements at such a young 
age. At just nine years old, she filed a 
suit against the Indian government for their 
failure to meet their Paris Climate 
Agreement's commitments and at 11, she 

attended the 2019 U.N. Climate Action 
Summit. Viewers should know about these 
impressive accomplishments. 

But despite its shortcomings, "The Letter" 
contains poignant moments that recommend 
it to viewers. One involving Kandé is most 
memorable. 
While with the group in Assisi, the 
hometown of the saint whose 1225 prayer 
"Canticle of the Sun" inspired his namesake 
pope's letter, Kandé receives devastating 
news from Senegal through a video call with 
countryman Bilal Seck. Seck tells Kandé 
about the tragic fate of a friend who didn't 
survive in a flimsy boat while trying to 
escape flooding at home. Emboldened by 
the news of the tragedy, Kandé tells his new 
companions in Assisi: "we need to create a 
strong bond and never break it." 

Such heart-rending stories enhance the film's 
vital messages, and the postscript of "The 
Letter" — "How will you care for our 
common home?" — will provoke more to 
follow the inspiring examples of the featured 
advocates. 

 
Robin Martin and Greg Asner admiring the 
hemispheres maps at Terza Loggia inside the 
Apostolic Palace in Vatican City (Courtesy of 
Lorenzo Magistrato) 
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Papal message for 
World Peace Day: 
War, hunger, turmoil 
are connected 
VATICAN 
VATICAN NEWS 

 
Salesian Sr. Alessandra Smerilli, secretary of the 
Vatican Dicastery for Promoting Integral Human 
Development, speaks at a news conference for 
the release of Pope Francis' message for the Jan. 
1 celebration of World Peace Day, at the Vatican 
Dec. 16, 2022. Looking on is Cardinal Michael 
Czerny, prefect of the same dicastery. (CNS 
photo/Cindy Wooden) 
 
CINDY WOODEN 
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE 
Vatican City — 18 December 2022 
 
The interconnected "moral, social, political 
and economic crises" facing the world 
cannot be solved if individuals and nations 
continue to focus only on their own, 
immediate interests, Pope Francis said in his 
message for World Peace Day 2023. 
"The time has come for all of us to endeavor 
to heal our society and our planet, to lay the 
foundations for a more just and peaceful 
world, and to commit ourselves seriously to 
pursuing a good that is truly common," the 
pope wrote in the message, which was 
released at the Vatican Dec. 16. 

The Catholic Church celebrates World 
Peace Day Jan. 1 and distributes the pope's 
message to heads of state and government 
around the world. Francis personally gives 
signed copies of it to visiting leaders 
throughout the year. 

The theme for the pope's 2023 message was 
"No one can be saved alone," and the text 
urged people to learn from the experience of 
the global effort to combat COVID-19 and 
to recognize the poverty and inequalities the 
pandemic laid bare, especially as regards to 
access to food, medicine, health care, 
education and technology. 

Francis asked people to reflect on a series of 
questions: "What did we learn from the 
pandemic? What new paths should we 
follow to cast off the shackles of our old 
habits, to be better prepared, to dare new 
things? What signs of life and hope can we 
see, to help us move forward and try to 
make our world a better place?" 

As soon as it seemed the pandemic was 
nearly over, the pope wrote, "a terrible new 
disaster befell humanity. We witnessed the 
onslaught of another scourge: another war." 

Russia's war on Ukraine, he said, "is reaping 
innocent victims and spreading insecurity, 
not only among those directly affected, but 
in a widespread and indiscriminate way for 
everyone, also for those who, even 
thousands of kilometers away, suffer its 
collateral effects," including rising fuel 
prices and shortages of grain. 

"This war, together with all the other 
conflicts around the globe, represents a 
setback for the whole of humanity and not 
merely for the parties directly involved," the 
pope said. 

Massive cooperative efforts led to vaccines 
for COVID-19, he said, but "suitable 
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solutions have not yet been found for the 
war," even though it is true "the virus of war 
is more difficult to overcome than the 
viruses that compromise our bodies, because 
it comes, not from outside of us, but from 
within the human heart corrupted by sin." 

Canadian Cardinal Michael Czerny, prefect 
of the Dicastery for Promoting Integral 
Human Development, presented the 
message at a news conference and spoke to 
Catholic News Service afterward. 

"The message gives me hope because it puts 
a finger on not what some important person 
needs to do but what each of us needs to do, 
which is just to take the time to ask 
ourselves, 'What did I learn or not learn? 
And how is my life going to change from 
there?" the cardinal said. "Hopefully, the 
lessons will be for the good of everyone." 

People's experience of the pandemic, the 
lockdowns, the possibility of continuing to 
work and the scrambling for vaccines were 
different around the world, he said, but that 
experience loses its power if people do not 
reflect on it and share it. 

Francis' message, he said, is a reminder "that 
we are too quick to forget" and then 
humanity is forced to move on to the next 
disaster without having made changes to 
alleviate suffering. 

Salesian Sr. Alessandra Smerilli, secretary 
of the dicastery, told reporters the pope was 
asking people "to return for a moment to 
those frightening, difficult and painful 
moments" at the beginning of the pandemic 
in early 2020. "This is time to ask ourselves 
whether, as individuals and a community, 
are we better or worse off three years later?" 

The reflection, Francis wrote, should 
encourage people to change from a self-
centered focus to a real commitment to the 

common good and to promoting solidarity 
and a greater sense of fraternity. 

Cooperative efforts are needed to ensure 
health care for all and to "put an end to the 
conflicts and wars that continue to spawn 
poverty and death," he said. People must 
work together to combat climate change, 
overcome inequality, end hunger and create 
dignified work for all. 

"We also need to develop suitable policies 
for welcoming and integrating migrants and 
those whom our societies discard," the pope 
said. "Only by responding generously to 
these situations, with an altruism inspired by 
God's infinite and merciful love, will we be 
able to build a new world and contribute to 
the extension of his kingdom, which is a 
kingdom of love, justice and peace." 

Pope reveals he 
prepared resignation 
letter in case of 
impairment 
VATICAN 
VATICAN NEWS 

 
Pope Francis accepts gifts from journalists 
Julián Quirós and Javier Martínez-Brocal during 
an interview with the Spanish newspaper, ABC, 
at his residence at the Vatican in this photo 
released Dec. 18, 2022. The pope revealed to the 
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newspaper that he wrote a resignation letter in 
2013, his first year in office, to be used in case 
he became physically or mentally impaired and 
unable to fulfill the duties of the papacy. (CNS 
photo/Matias Nieto Koenig, courtesy ABC) 
 
CINDY WOODEN 
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE 
Vatican City — 19 December 2022 
 
Pope Francis said he wrote a resignation 
letter in 2013, his first year in office, to be 
used in case he became physically or 
mentally impaired and unable to fulfill the 
duties of the papacy. 

In an interview published Dec. 18, the day 
after his 86th birthday, Francis said that 
during the time that Cardinal Tarcisio 
Bertone was Vatican secretary of state, a 
position he left in October 2013, he gave a 
resignation letter to the cardinal. 

"I signed it and said, 'If I should become 
impaired for medical reasons or whatever, 
here is my renunciation. Here you have it,'" 
the pope told the Spanish newspaper ABC. 

Francis joked that now that the letter's 
existence has been made public, someone 
will go after Bertone and say, "Give me that 
piece of paper!" 

But he also said he was certain Bertone gave 
it to Cardinal Pietro Parolin, who succeeded 
him as secretary of state. 

The interviewer also noted that Francis had 
named several women as secretaries or 
undersecretaries of Vatican offices, but that 
he had not appointed a woman to lead a 
Vatican dicastery, although his reform of the 
Roman Curia says it is possible for a 
layperson to head a dicastery. 

Francis responded that he has been thinking 
of appointing a woman to lead "a dicastery 

where there will be a vacancy in two years." 
He did not say what office that was. 

"There is nothing to prevent a woman from 
guiding a dicastery in which a layperson can 
be a prefect," the pope said. 

However, "if it is dicastery of a sacramental 
nature," presumably like the dicasteries for 
the Doctrine of the Faith, for Bishops, for 
Clergy or for Divine Worship and the 
Discipline of the Sacraments, "it has to be 
presided over by a priest or a bishop," the 
pope said. 

Asked if he worries about active Catholics 
who may feel neglected by the pope paying 
so much attention to people who feel far 
from the church, Francis responded, "If they 
are good, they will not feel neglected." 

But if they do feel shunned, he said, they 
may share the fault of the elder son in the 
biblical parable of the prodigal son, echoing 
his complaint to his father, "I've served you 
for years and now you take care of him and 
don't pay any attention to me." 

That attitude, the pope said, "an ugly sin, 
one of hidden ambition, of wishing to stand 
out and be considered." 

Francis also told ABC that he believes the 
church is making progress "little by little" in 
tackling clerical sexual abuse and in 
becoming more transparent in handling the 
cases. 

Asked what he would say to Catholics 
whose faith in the church falters every time 
a new case is made public, the pope said, "It 
is good that you feel outrage about this. That 
leads you to act to prevent it, to make your 
contribution." 

"It doesn't scare me," the pope said. "If their 
faith is faltering, it's because it is alive. 
Otherwise, you would feel nothing at all." 



Also Dec. 18, Italy's Canale 5 television 
station aired an interview with Francis in 
which he was asked about Dec. 8, the feast 
of the Immaculate Conception, when he 
began a prayer asking Mary to intercede for 
Ukraine and had to pause because he was 
crying. 

War is "madness," the pope said. "I tell 
people, please, don't be afraid, but let's cry a 
little bit. We should be crying today about 
these cruelties" that always go with war. 

Francis said he has met many children from 
Ukraine in the 10 months since Russia 
began the war. "None of them smile. Not 
one. They greet you, but they cannot smile. 
Who knows what they have seen." 

'Ukraine 
Crucifixion': At 
Christmas, war-torn 
Ukraine confident in 
its resurrection 
For religious leaders, peacemaking 
requires truth-telling about Russia's 
aggression 
NEWS 

 
War destruction as seen in Izium, Ukraine, on 
Dec. 8. (Marcin Mazur) 

 
BY CHRISTOPHER WHITE 
Vatican Correspondent 
Izium, Ukraine — 20 December 
2022 
 
Three months ago, Ukraine's eastern region 
of Kharkiv was liberated from Russian 
forces after a six-month reign of terror that 
decimated 80% of its high-rise residential 
buildings, destroyed most of its schoolrooms 
and municipal buildings and left more than 
400 mass graves in its wake. Now, new 
construction is underway. 
All of the windows in the local hospital 
shattered by Russian shelling have now been 
replaced and on Dec. 8 — the feast of the 
Immaculate Conception — the head of 
surgery is expecting new patients. With a 
slight smile, he notes that the new arrivals 
will not be from war casualties, but injuries 
resulting from the ice and snow. 

Just up the road, at what was once Izium's 
town hall, another construction project, of 
sorts, is in progress: A mural is being 
painted on its heavily bombarded façade 
representing popular cartoon characters 
dating back to the 1960s, known as 
Cossacks. These heroic figures are 
recognized as thoroughly Ukrainian and 
after nearly 10 months of savage war, are 
being freshly painted to represent the 
country's resilient identity.  

https://www.ncronline.org/sections/news


 
A "Cossack" cartoon mural is painted on the 
former city hall in Izium, Ukraine, on Dec. 8. 
(Marcin Mazur) 
 
From Izium, it's about an eight-hour drive 
west to the capital city of Kyiv, where 
another art display opened May 8, just over 
two months after the Feb. 24 Russian 
invasion began. 

Here, at a World War II museum, a special 
exhibition's title uses decidedly religious 
language to encapsulate the toll of the war: 
"Ukraine Crucifixion." 

The exhibition wasted no time in quickly 
memorializing the effects of the war, often 
with religious artifacts. A painting of Jesus 
being taken off the cross that was hit by 
shrapnel hangs in the center of one room and 
display cases contain damaged icons and 
crucifixes placed atop Russian bullets. 

"Religious symbols are widely understood 
by Ukrainian people," said Dmytro 
Hainetdinov, a museum official. "The 
symbol of crucifixion is not only the symbol 
of reprisal, but also the symbol of 
resurrection." 

"This is important to underline our belief in 
the victory and resurrection of Ukraine," he 
added.  

 
Damaged icons and crucifixes sit atop Russian 
bullets at the "Ukraine Crucifixion" exhibit in 
Kyiv, Ukraine, on Dec. 8. (NCR 
photo/Christopher White) 
 
And be it in neighboring Poland — where 8 
million Ukrainian refugees and displaced 
persons have crossed into since the war's 
outbreak — or among those who remain in 
Ukraine, there is widely shared 
determination, often spoken of with 
religious conviction, that however long is 
necessary, the country is willing to continue 
battling Russia to defend its territorial 
integrity. 

Such a position has caused some tension 
with the Vatican, which, while having 
acknowledged Russia as the aggressor in the 
war, is eager to accelerate peace 
negotiations. 

The respective Vatican embassies in Poland 
and Ukraine organized a Dec. 4-10 trip to 
both countries for journalists from five news 
outlets, including NCR. During the trip, 
government officials, nongovernmental 
organization workers, religious leaders and 
residents acknowledged that this war that 
began just ahead of Easter was going to give 
way to a Christmas like no other. 

"We are living a moment of transformation," 
said Kyiv-Zhytomyr Archbishop Vitaliy 
Kryvytskyi, who told the journalists 
gathered around his dining room table in the 
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heart of the capital that the war had brought 
the country together as one family.  

Kryvytskyi spoke for many of the country's 
leaders and citizens alike when he 
acknowledged a desire for peace, but 
indicated it seemed to be a distant horizon. 

"Every missile that falls lengthens the peace 
process," he said. "And peace will not come 
the next morning. It is a process." 

The cost of war 

From his second-floor office on Dec. 7, 
Ukrainian Parliament Commissioner for 
Human Rights (or Ombudsman) Dmytro 
Lubinets offered a summation of a 
November governmental report titled "The 
War Against Human Rights": 10,189 
wounded civilians since the war began; 
6,595 civilians killed; 12,340 children 
forcibly taken to Russia; 440 children killed; 
140,000 houses destroyed; 205 religious 
buildings destroyed; and 14.03 million 
people homeless. 

 
The site of more than 400 mass graves in Izium, 
Ukraine, is seen on Dec. 8. (Marcin Mazur) 
 
Downstairs, in his building's lobby in central 
Kyiv, staff members scurry about decorating 
for Christmas while English-language 
holiday music fills its corridors. It's just one 
scene representative of so many in a country 

trying to adapt to the new realities brought 
about by war. 

In the capital city, thousands still commute 
to work using the metro, and restaurants and 
cafes remain open, merely adapting their 
menu based on what food can be procured 
and whether or not they have the necessary 
electricity to prepare it. In places such as 
Izium, residents are still combing through 
the remains of their former homes and 
workplaces, trying to salvage what they can, 
while assuring themselves, and anyone who 
might visit, that they will rebuild. 

The numbers, as outlined by the 
ombudsman's report, are necessary data 
points, but each one tells its own tale of 
struggle and loss. 

 
Former residential buildings in Izium, Ukraine, 
on Dec. 8. The city was hostage to Russian 
forces from March to September 2022. (Marcin 
Mazur) 
 
The day before the report was read aloud, on 
Dec. 6, in the southeast border town of 
Przemyśl, Poland, our delegation visited a 
mother and child center where new arrivals 
are provided food, shelter and support 
provided by CARE International. 

At the Greek Catholic Cathedral of St. John 
the Baptist, chancery offices have been 
converted into lodging, with ongoing 
construction signaling that the task of 



welcoming new refugees is unlikely to come 
to an end anytime soon. 

There are so many stories under one roof: A 
room containing 20 bunk beds has been 
inadvertently transformed into a playground 
by toddlers climbing about and running 
around their makeshift home, while an 
elderly woman reads a book, as she reclines 
against her luggage. When asked where she 
arrived from, all she can utter before 
beginning to cry is "Bucha" — the city 
where a bloody massacre in March left 
behind mass graves and accusations of 
Russian genocide against Ukraine.  

 
A refugee from Bucha, Ukraine, at the Greek 
Catholic Cathedral in Przemyśl, Poland, on Dec. 
6 (Marcin Mazur) 
 
In another room is Nadia (who asked to 
withhold her last name), who at age 74 just 
arrived in Poland, following the advice of 
Kyiv's mayor, who advised the city's elderly 
residents to leave for the winter, fearful that 
there will be long periods without heat or 
electricity. 

"When the first bomb went off, I was at my 
son's, out of town," she said, recalling the 
start of the war. "I came back weeks later 
but didn't recognize my home." 

"I decided to stay anyway, but now they told 
me it was better to leave," she continued. 
"But I have no plans for my life." 

In the city of Rzeszów, Poland, on Dec. 5, 
about 20 Ukrainians arrived at the United 
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 
reception center to take Polish language 
classes. Most are shy and hesitant to share 
their stories, but they call out the names of 
their respective home cities: Mariupol, 
Donetsk, Odessa. 

One student — Maria, who provided only 
her first name, age 20 — asked if she could 
write out a short testimonial. 

 
Maria, a refugee from Kyiv, writes about her 
escape from Ukraine at the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees reception center in 
Rzeszów, Poland, Dec. 5. (Marcin Mazur) 
 
"I am originally from Kyiv," she wrote in 
English. "I came here to Rzeszów in 
November. I wanted to stay in my 
motherland for as long as the war would 
last, because I believe it is my duty. But 
with these missile attacks all the time, it was 
difficult to stay." 

She continued, noting that half of her family 
is in Poland and the other half remains in 
Ukraine: "I want to return as soon as the 
situation improves. But we are all grateful 
for the hospitality of the Polish people. For 
now the most difficult thing is to find a good 
job here and the prices for apartments." 

https://www.ncronline.org/news/vatican/pope-blood-ukrainian-massacre-victims-cries-out-heaven


The outpouring of support from Poland 
since the start of the war has 
been unrivaled in Europe. Since February, 
the country, which has a complicated history 
with Ukraine, has spent more than 
an estimated $8 billion euros in response to 
the largest refugee crisis in Europe since 
World War II. 

According to Władysław Ortyl, president of 
the Podkarpackie region, nearly 4 million 
Ukrainian refugees have passed through his 
district since February.  

The government's support, which has 
included funds for children starting school 
and providing medical care, is based on the 
principle of "giving refugees the same rights 
as Polish citizens," which has been 
complemented by Catholic relief agencies, 
such as Caritas, the Order of Malta and 
a host of religious communities. 

 
Visit to the Medevac Hub for Ukrainian refugees 
in Rzeszów, Poland, on Dec. 5 (Marcin Mazur) 
 
While Russia has targeted critical Ukrainian 
infrastructure in recent months, in 
an effort to flood Poland and the rest of 
Europe and overwhelm the continent with 
even more refugees in hopes of stirring up 
internal dissent there, Ortyl says he is aware 
of what may soon be coming and is unfazed. 

"Before us is the possibility of a second 
wave because of destroyed infrastructure, 

cold, lack of water and services," he said. 
"People want to get out. We are ready." 

Welcoming the 'Prince of Peace' 

On Feb. 25, the morning after war began, 
Archbishop Sviatoslav Shevchuk, the head 
of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic 
Church, released a short video pleading for 
solidarity and prayers for Ukraine. 

Shevchuk and around 100 others bunkered 
below his cathedral in Kyiv and the 
following day released another video, 
providing an update and spiritual support. 
Soon these daily videos became a lifeline to 
the outside world. 

As the war lingered on with no end in sight, 
he considered reducing the frequency of his 
messages or stopping altogether, until one 
day he visited the besieged city of Žytomyr. 

 
A statue of Vladimir the Great overlooks Dnipro 
River in Kyiv, Ukraine, on Dec. 7. (Marcin 
Mazur) 
 
"At a parish, a little old lady approached me 
to say, 'We live in constant terror, we are 
afraid, it is good that you talk to us,' " he 
recounted to the journalists who visited him 
at his cathedral Dec. 9. 

" 'But ma'am, I don't know what to tell you 
anymore!' " the archbishop replied. 
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" 'No matter what you say, it matters that 
you talk to us,' " she countered. 

"Then I realized that even if I don't know 
what to say anymore, it is important for 
people to hear the voice of their church 
accompanying them," said Shevchuk. 

As the war rages into its 10th month, the 
country's religious leaders — in a nation 
where, historically, church and state already 
have a paper-thin separation — have been 
on the front lines. 

 
Bishop Vitaliy Kryvytskyi, head of Diocese of 
Kyiv-Zhytomyr, Ukraine, meets with reporters 
in Kyiv on Dec. 7. (Marcin Mazur) 
 
The Ukraine Council of Churches, 
composed of 16 different representatives, 
including Christians, Jews and Muslims, 
unites 95% of religious institutions in 
Ukraine. 

"War has given us a new opportunity to 
collaborate," said Kyiv's Archbishop 
Kryvytskyi. 

During a meeting with the council, the 
religious representatives said that while the 
Gospel's call to be peacemakers and their 
desire for peace is strongly present in their 

work, Kryvytskyi also said, "Our obligation 
is testifying to the truth." 

While, historically, many of the country's 
Protestant traditions have been rooted in the 
pacifist tradition, members of the council 
noted that those tendencies have been 
challenged ever since Russia illegally 
annexed Crimea in 2014. Even those who 
refuse to take up arms, they note, have not 
shied away from helping war efforts in other 
capacities. 

And at this point, that truth-telling of the 
council, as they see it, means speaking 
bluntly that, in the words of Shevchuk, 
Russia must "stop military actions, stop 
killing us." 

"This will be the first step to genuine and 
lasting peace," he said. 

With the onset of winter and just a few 
weeks before Christmas, there is uncertainty 
as to what lies ahead. 

 
Former city hall offices in Izium, Ukraine, on 
Dec. 8 (Marcin Mazur) 
 
High-rise residential buildings, warned Jan 
Sobiło, auxiliary bishop of Kharkiv- 
Zaporizhzhia, "will become refrigerators" if 
the country keeps facing strikes on its power 
grid. 



But how can and how should a country and 
the church in these circumstances face 
Christmas? 

On Dec. 14, Pope Francis launched a special 
appeal, asking all people of goodwill to 
spend less on gifts and other celebrations, 
and instead donate money to support 
Ukrainians. 

"Brothers and sisters," the pope said, "I tell 
you, they are suffering so very, very much." 

Sobiło said that in late November, he visited 
Rome to meet with Francis and saw 
Christmas preparations underway at the 
Vatican. 

 
Destruction in Izium, Ukraine, on Dec. 8 
(Marcin Mazur) 
 
"I wonder if we in Zaporizhzhia will also be 
able to have a tree in the square?" he 
recalled thinking.  

He concluded that was unlikely, but said it 
doesn't mean that both churches and 
individual homes shouldn't prepare for the 
arrival of Jesus. 

"Christ was born in a dark, cold cave with 
the light of a candle, and we too will 
welcome the newborn Jesus in the warmth 
of our hearts, despite the cold around," he 
said. 

"Everyone now asks: Will there be 
Christmas joy, will it be permissible to sing 
or should we shut up and cry?" said 
Shevchuk. "I say yes and yes, Christmas will 
be there. We have the right to celebrate 
Christmas joy ... because the Prince of Peace 
will be born." 

As believers prepare to welcome the Prince 
of Peace, new polling suggests that some 
85% of its citizens believe the fighting 
should continue until Ukraine regains all of 
its territories. This Christmas, crucified 
Ukraine — martyred Ukraine, as Francis has 
frequently referred to it — seems very far 
from resurrection, though its citizens are 
unshaken in their faith that it will one day 
arrive. 

Nations secure a 
historic biodiversity 
deal on final day of 
COP15 
EARTHBEAT 
JUSTICE 

 
COP15 president Huang Runqiu of China slams 
the gavel as nations formally adopt the 
Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity 
Framework at the COP15 United Nations 
biodiversity conference Dec. 19 in Montreal. 
(U.N. Convention on Biological Diversity) 
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BY BRIAN ROEWE 
NCR environment correspondent 
Montreal — 19 December 2022 
 
The nations of the world secured a historic 
deal on behalf of nature on the final day of 
the United Nations biodiversity summit, 
charting a path for the next eight years to 
undo decades of ecosystem destruction and 
species diminishment and to ensure 
creation's restoration by midcentury. 
A key part of the global pact aims to halt 
and reverse the rapid loss of biodiversity by 
2030, and in that span, set aside 30% of the 
world's lands, oceans and waters for 
ecological conservation. Such moves are 
viewed as critical not just to stave off 
rapidly accelerating rates of species 
extinction but also vital to international 
efforts to limit the impacts of climate 
change. 

A coalition of faith-based organizations 
expressed great hope for the adoption of the 
Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity 
Framework reached among 195 countries in 
the early hours of Dec. 19 at the COP15 
U.N. biodiversity conference held here in 
Montreal. 

"It is a deal that has the potential for really 
transformative action," said Alexandra 
Goossens-Ishii, policy lead for the Faiths at 
COP15 coalition and program coordinator 
for climate and environment advocacy 
for Soka Gakkai, a Buddhist organization. 

"There's a lot of good elements to it. Human 
rights. Earth rights. ... I think a lot of what 
we had hoped for is in there," Amy 
Echeverria, international coordinator for 

justice, peace and integrity of creation with 
the Missionary Society of St. Columban, 
told EarthBeat. 

 
Participants at the COP15 United Nations 
biodiversity conference in Montreal on Dec. 16 
take in a nature immersion exhibit created by 
National Geographic that highlights threats to 
species and ecosystems. (NCR photo/Brian 
Roewe) 
 
The Kunming-Montreal Agreement comes 
at a critical time for nature, with as many as 
1 million species at risk of extinction by the 
end of the century. Decades of destructive 
ecosystems have left many biologically 
critical areas approaching dangerous, 
irreversible tipping points that scientists say 
could magnify the impacts of climate change 
and destabilize life on the planet. 

"Great relief!" said Sacred Heart of Mary 
Sr. Veronica Brand. "The framework is a 
fruit of compromise and as such it isn't 
perfect, nor is it as strong as many of us 
might have liked. But it offers a pathway for 
transformative actions in favor of life." 

'Once biodiversity is lost, it's lost' 

The Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity 
Framework lays out four central goals and 
23 targets directed at restoring natural 
ecosystems by 2050 and constructing a 
world where humanity uses resources in 
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more sustainable ways, lives in greater 
harmony with the rest of the created world, 
and reverses the damage that humans have 
waged on ecosystems from more than a 
century of overexploitation, pollution and 
land misuse. 

Chief among the global targets is a 
commitment to set aside by 2030 at least 
30% of the world's lands, oceans and inland 
waters for conservation, with a special focus 
on ecologically important areas. The goal 
would nearly double terrestrial areas under 
protection now (17%), and triple such 
marine areas (10%), according to the U.N. 
Convention on Biological Diversity, which 
facilitated the conference and negotiations. 

 
A general view shows Vjosa River in Tepelena, 
Albania, June 12. (CNS/Reuters/Florion Goga) 
 
Environmental groups have compared the 
framework's 30x30 goal to the target under 
the 2015 Paris Agreement on climate change 
to limit global warming to 1.5 degrees 
Celsius. Biodiversity loss and climate 
change are interrelated as fossil fuel 
extraction and deforestation exacerbate both 
crises, they say, so their solutions should be, 
too. 

For instance, preserving the world's forests, 
especially rainforests in the Amazon and 
Congo Basin, is seen as critical to protect 

species and absorb heat-trapping carbon 
emissions from the atmosphere. 

The agreement also calls for countries in the 
next eight years to ensure at least 30% of 
degraded lands and waters are under 
restoration; bring to nearly zero the loss of 
important biodiversity areas; cut global food 
waste in half; reduce pollution risks to 
ecosystems from all sources, including 
pesticides and working to eliminate plastic 
pollution; and phase out or reform $500 
billion annually in subsidies for activities 
harmful to nature. 

On finance, the framework aims to close a 
$700 billion gap in funding for biodiversity 
by mobilizing by 2030 a minimum $200 
billion per year for biodiversity from public 
and private sources, and directing at least 
$30 billion from developed countries to 
developing nations. 

The framework also includes the first-ever 
reference to agroecology; notes the right to a 
clean, healthy and sustainable environment; 
and sets goals to eliminate human-induced 
extinction and slash extinction rates by 
tenfold for all species and to maintain 
genetic diversity. 

Throughout the agreement are recognitions 
of the rights of Indigenous peoples and local 
communities to their traditional lands, a 
major priority in these negotiations for 
Native tribes and their allies, including in 
faith communities, who feared that new 
conservation efforts would push them off 
their territories, restrict their access to 
natural resources and fail to acknowledge 
the central role they have played in 
protecting biodiversity around the globe. 

Hours before its adoption, the International 
Indigenous Forum on Biodiversity endorsed 
the framework, saying it included "strong 
language on the respect for the rights of 
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Indigenous Peoples and local communities" 
throughout its targets, including the 30x30 
plan, and referred to their role and 
contribution in ecological conservation and 
their right to free, prior and informed 
consent about uses of their traditional lands. 

While many of their priorities were reflected 
in the final framework, faith leaders said 
there were shortfalls, too. The final text 
eliminated mandatory reporting 
requirements for businesses. It also refers to 
biodiversity offsets and credits, where 
countries can potentially continue nature-
destructive activities at home by financing 
conservation efforts elsewhere. 

"But once biodiversity is lost, it's lost," 
Goossens-Ishii said. 

Nations are expected to communicate formal 
national targets next year at COP16, set for 
2024 in Turkey, and global progress reports 
are scheduled for 2026 and 2029. 

Like the Paris climate accord, the Kunming-
Montreal Agreement relies primarily on 
nations voluntarily increasing their 
biodiversity plans over time and global peer 
pressure to hold them to fulfilling their 
commitments. 

The agreement, four years in the making and 
two years delayed by the COVID-19 
pandemic, was not reached without last-
minute controversy. The representative for 
the Democratic Republic of Congo objected 
to the proposed final text since it did not set 
up a specific biodiversity fund, but instead 
placed it under existing structures. After 
deliberating and a call from Mexico for the 
text to be adopted as is, COP15 president 
Huang Runqiu quickly gaveled the deal 
reached. Cameroon and Uganda later joined 
in raising issues with the procedure. 

"We have in our hands a package which I 
think can guide us as all to work together to 
halt and reverse biodiversity loss, to put 
biodiversity on the path of recovery for the 
benefit of all people in the world," said 
Huang, minister of ecology and environment 
for China, which was initially scheduled to 
host the conference in Kunming but could 
not due to the pandemic. 

 
A member of the Chico Mendes Institute for 
Biodiversity Conservation is seen in a deforested 
area in the Bom Futuro National Forest in Rio 
Pardo, Brazil, Sept. 13, 2019. 
(CNS/Reuters/Bruno Kelly) 
 
"Together, we take a bold step forward to 
protect nature, to protect the air that we 
breathe, the water that we drink," said 
Steven Guilbeault, Canada's environment 
and climate minister, calling COP15 "the 
most significant conference of the United 
Nations on biodiversity in history." 

The agreement includes every nation in the 
world except the Holy See and the United 
States, which signed the convention in 1993 
but has not ratified it in the U.S. Senate. 
Both sent delegations to Montreal, and 
endorsed the framework's overall goals, 
including the 30x30 target. 

Brand told EarthBeat that COP15's COVID 
delay may have helped drive home for 
negotiators and others humanity's 
vulnerability, "the realization that we live in 



a 'common home' sharing finite resources, 
and that our 'network of life' is seriously 
threatened with 1 million species at risk of 
extinction." 

Voices of faith at COP15 

A small contingent of faith leaders were 
present in the plenary hall when the gavel 
fell and the biodiversity framework was 
officially adopted. They were part of the 
largest faith contingent present at a U.N. 
biodiversity conference, with approximately 
40 faith leaders present in Canada 
representing more than 30 organizations. 

The feeling in the room was a mix of joy 
and exuberance, shock and drama, 
Echeverria said. 

"It felt the way you feel when you know 
you've discovered something or received 
something so amazing you just can't keep it 
inside," she told EarthBeat. 

Gopal Patel, coordinator of Faiths for 
COP15, added during a recap webinar, 
"We've had about two hours of sleep last 
night, but we're all very excited about the 
future and what this framework means for 
the future of our planet." 

 
Approximately 40 faith leaders from more than 
30 organizations were present in Montreal for 
the United Nations biodiversity conference 
known as COP15. It represented the largest 
multifaith contingent since the first U.N. 

biodiversity summit in 1994. (NCR photo/Brian 
Roewe) 
 
Throughout the nearly two weeks of COP15, 
the Faiths at COP15 coalition sought to 
bring not only a moral voice but values-
infused policy recommendations for country 
delegates to take into their negotiations. 

At the faith pavilion in the Place Québec 
space and throughout Montreal's multi-
colored Palais des Congrès, they distributed 
sets of cards highlighting six thematic 
priorities for a global biodiversity 
framework, including increased ambition, 
addressing the drivers of biodiversity loss 
and utilizing a right-based approach. 

More than 50 faith organizations endorsed 
the priorities, among them the Laudato Si' 
Movement; Catholic Youth Network for 
Environmental Sustainability in Africa; 
nearly a dozen Catholic women religious 
congregations; and the Justice, Peace and 
Integrity of Creation Commission for the 
International Union of Superiors General 
and Union of Superiors General, the global 
umbrella leadership organizations for 
women religious and men religious. 

Within the halls of Montreal's downtown 
convention center, faith leaders held 
meetings with a number of U.N. 
officials, including Elizabeth Mrema, 
executive secretary of the Convention on 
Biological Diversity, and sought out a 
greater space to play a role in international 
environmental proceedings. 

The pavilion, which was offered to Faiths at 
COP15 by the Convention on Biological 
Diversity secretariat, played host to multiple 
daily panels, reflecting a wide range of 
religious and spiritual traditions whose 
diverse teachings found common ground in 
the essential duty of humans to respect, 
protect and preserve their common home, 
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the Earth. They also hosted midday peace 
breaks as a chance for delegates to breathe 
from the tense negotiations. 

"There's real interest in having our voices be 
present," Echeverria said during a faith 
group meeting in the conference's final days. 

 
At COP15, the United Nations biodiversity 
conference in Montreal, 195 nations adopted 
Dec. 19 the Kunming-Montreal Global 
Biodiversity Framework, a historic agreement to 
halt and reverse species loss and the destruction 
of ecosystems. (U.N. Convention on Biological 
Diversity) 
 
Looking ahead, the work of the multifaith 
coalition will turn to communicating the 
global biodiversity in their communities and 
what it means for them, as well as how they 
can act to help meet its goals — both goals 
shared by U.N. biodiversity executive 
secretary in her meeting with faith leaders. 

"Let's all read the text, understand it and 
share it with our communities as much as 
possible," Patel said. 

Excited emotions flowed through the 
conference hall in the hours after the 
framework's adoption. The head of World 
Wild Fund for Nature choked up and fought 
back tears as he thought about what the 
agreement would mean for the world his 
grandchildren will inherit. Several faith 
representatives described how the feelings 

were similar to ones experienced in 
December 2015 when the Paris Agreement 
was adopted. 

But the years since that historic accord have 
shown how even milestone words on paper 
can mean little if they're not followed with 
actions, said Wesley Cocozello, 
communications and programs manager for 
the Columbans. 

With both of the biodiversity agreements 
that preceded the Kunming-Montreal 
Biodiversity Global Framework, nations 
have failed to achieve their commitments. 
Faith leaders join many others in hoping this 
time will be different and nations will move 
swiftly to implement what they pledged in 
Montreal. 

After waiting two years for COP15, the 
framework's final adoption was delayed 
more than six hours into the late night. The 
exhaustion in waiting for an announcement, 
coming after 3 a.m., local time, reminded 
Echeverria of the Advent season where 
waiting and anticipation are also part of the 
process. 

"It is possible; the world can come 
together," she said. "Light does shine in the 
darkness." 

Vatican's handling 
of Jesuit priest 
shows new 
dimensions of never-
ending abuse crisis 
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Pope Francis greets Jesuit Fr. Marko Rupnik 
during a private audience at the Vatican in this 
Jan. 3, 2022, file photo. Rupnik, whose mosaics 
decorate chapels in the Vatican, all over Europe, 
in the United States and Australia, is under 
restricted ministry after being accused of 
abusing adult nuns in Slovenia. (CNS/Vatican 
Media) 
 

 
BY MASSIMO FAGGIOLI 
21 December 2022 
 
On Dec. 2, the global Jesuit order confirmed 
reports made in several conservative Italian 
Catholic blogs that Slovenian Jesuit Fr. 
Marko Rupnik, a famous Rome-based artist, 
had been quietly disciplined for allegedly 
abusing adult women, and had been barred 
from hearing confessions or offering 
spiritual direction. 
On Dec. 14, Fr. Arturo Sosa, the Jesuit 
superior general, revealed more information. 
Rupnik, known in places across the world 
for his iconography and for mosaics in 
several renowned churches and cathedrals, 
had earlier been convicted by the Vatican's 
doctrinal office of having used the 
confessional to absolve a woman of having 
engaged in sexual activity with him. 

That is one of the most serious crimes in 
canon law, and incurs an automatic 
excommunication. Sosa said Rupnik 
repented, and indicated that the 
excommunication had thus been lifted. 

Recapping the details of the case, some may 
feel the usual "here we go again" with 
regard to sexual abuse and its cover-up in 
the Catholic Church. But I think the Rupnik 
case actually recapitulates and casts a light 
on new dimensions that have emerged in the 
abuse scandal in recent years. I want to 
briefly highlight 10 dimensions that I see. 

The first dimension is that it is not only 
reporting by mainstream, secular outlets that 
leads to the revealing of truth of abuse and 
its cover-up. In this case it was conservative 
blogs forcing church authorities to release 
important information about the case and 
about a convicted member of the clergy who 
could still conceivably do harm. 

Clearly these informal and often 
anonymously run news sources have an 
agenda that is larger than the truth on abuse. 
But they also show the inadequacy of 
"access journalism," or, of journalists who 
focus on gaining entrée into rooms inside 
the Vatican. They also show the inadequacy 
of the kind of journalism that Pope Francis 
often relies on. This says something about 
the new information climate in the Catholic 
Church. 
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Fr. Arturo Sosa, superior general of the Jesuits, 
meeting reporters at the Jesuit headquarters in 
Rome Dec. 14, 2022, discusses the case of Fr. 
Marko Rupnik, a Jesuit artist who is under 
ministry restrictions after abuse allegations. 
(CNS/Jesuit Communications Office) 
 
This is also the end of the feel-good 
narratives (boosted also by movies like 
"Spotlight," about the Boston Globe's 2002 
reporting on the abuse crisis) of journalism 
as the hero of the story. Courageous 
journalists have undoubtedly changed the 
recent history of the Catholic Church by 
reporting on the scandal. At the same time, 
this is a much more complicated moral 
landscape, with many gray zones, more like 
the post-Christendom setting of the Irish 
movie "Calvary" than the Hollywood-
produced, abuse-crisis version of "Citizen 
Kane." 

The problem now is how to separate the 
unreported or silenced facts these blogs 
publish from the significant amount of 
slander that often makes their fame and 
fortune. Similar problem: how to tell 
professional papal laudatores that there is a 
need to ask not-softball questions and tell 
the truth, as uncomfortable as it may be 
sometimes, of church leaders they like and 
are liked by, the pope included. 

Second dimension: The Rupnik case makes 
clear the different and overlapping concepts 
of crime and abuse (sexual, spiritual, 
sacramental, of authority) that are often all 
present in the same case. There is a problem 
of adapting the legal system to this 
phenomenon, but there is also a theological 
and cultural problem. 

It is no longer acceptable to silently accept 
abuses or consider them as minor 
misdemeanors. There has been a massive 
reversal of assumptions on what is expected 
and tolerated by different kinds of church 

members. We are witnessing an ongoing, 
massive change in culture and mentalities in 
which the current crisis in the Catholic 
Church plays a central role. At the same 
time, this ecclesial crisis also helps many 
around the world understand the way they 
have been or are being treated. 

 
Clerical sex abuse survivors and their supporters 
rally outside Castel Sant'Angelo in Rome in this 
Feb. 21, 2019, file photo. (CNS/Paul Haring) 
 
Third dimension: Something that is 
emerging is the uncertainty or uselessness of 
the distinction between the clerical hierarchy 
and multi-vocation charismatic 
communities, especially in a church that 
wants to be, in its evangelizing and 
missionary efforts, all-ministerial. We have 
come a long way from the time when this 
could be called the "clergy abuse crisis" — 
and it's surprising that some scholars are still 
treating this crisis as something that can be 
explained mono-causally with clericalism, 
or with the unique role of the clergy in the 
Catholic Church. 

Fourth dimension: Repeatedly, we have seen 
the troublesome role of charismatic leaders 
with an enthusiastic and often blindly 
passionate, rock-band-like following. 
Recruitment, especially in new religious 
communities, including lay-run 
communities, often has subtle mechanisms 
of spiritual seduction with implicit and 
sublimated (in the best of cases) erotic 
undertones. I have seen that with my own 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LGM5rq_vX4U&t=4s


eyes. This is coming to light only now. It 
might be comparable with the reckoning of 
the church with some troubling aspects of 
mysticism in early modern Catholicism.   

Fifth dimension: There are dark and 
shadowy areas between different 
jurisdictions in the church. Rupnik is a 
Jesuit, but the canonical process is not in the 
control of the Society of Jesus (rather, it is in 
the Vatican's control). At the same time, the 
Jesuits are the ones facing the fire now, also 
because they have much explaining to do, 
together with the Vatican's Dicastery for the 
Doctrine of the Faith.   

 
A screengrab shows Jesuit Fr. Marko Rupnik 
giving a Lenten meditation from the Clementine 
Hall at the Vatican in this March 6, 2020, file 
photo. (CNS photo) 
 
This is a key element because it liberates the 
Jesuits from the illusion that they are 
somehow magically exempt from the crisis. 
The expectation was that the Jesuits would 
be different. Outside of Rome, Catholics 
knew the truth already. Recent U.S.-based 
research on the moral injury of sexual 
abuse found that "Jesuit institutions are still 
marked by clericalism, which proves an 
obstacle to the transparency, accountability, 
and equitable power-sharing." 

There was clearly a Jesuit abuse crisis and 
cover-up in the U.S., and now it has 
evidently come to Rome, during the 
pontificate of the first Jesuit pope. Now it is 

clear that no ecclesial reality can be 
considered a virtuous exception. As an 
aside, the Society of Jesus has become one 
of the last in the church to know how to 
"couvrir la couronne" ("protect the highest 
authority"), but this will have a cost. This 
will complicate further the already difficult 
history of relations between the Jesuits and 
the papacy. 

This is part of the sixth dimension. This case 
emerged during the second phase, or a 
declining moment, in Francis' pontificate, 
close to the 10th anniversary of the pope's 
election in March 2013. While I believe that 
these revelations also hurt Francis, I do not 
believe for a moment that they can be 
reduced to a conspiracy against the pope. 
This kind of whataboutism does not help the 
church and the pope.   

From an historical point of view, the 
ecclesial context is one of mounting tensions 
and frustrations of women against a much-
beloved pope because of the clear 
inadequacy and inconsistency of what he 
says on women, the language he uses about 
women, women's theology and women's role 
in the church. It is striking to see how the 
fact that adult women were Rupnik's alleged 
victims apparently made this case a less 
scandalous one to the Vatican or the Jesuits, 
after a number of female victims were not 
listened to or were reluctant to come 
forward after they saw the way other women 
were treated.  

This brings us to a seventh dimension: the 
inadequacy of the idea of one monolithic 
ecclesiastical system versus one monolithic 
milieu of victims' and survivors' advocates. 
There are very different ways to advocate 
for justice for victims and survivors: Some 
ways are close to the institutional church 
and the pope (in different ways), and some 
ways fundamentally see the church as a 
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criminal organization working just to enable 
and cover-up systemic and systematic abuse. 

For now, we should focus on the different 
ways the institutional church can deal with 
abuse — both within the Roman Curia, but 
also within the Society of Jesus. Admittedly, 
in the Curia things are more surreal in this 
case. There is the unclear and potentially 
marred role of the Pontifical Commission 
for the Protection of Minors, moved by 
Francis' recent reform of the Vatican 
bureaucracy under the roof of the Dicastery 
for the Doctrine of the Faith. That Vatican 
dicastery still lists as one of its members the 
French Cardinal Jean-Pierre Ricard, who in 
November admitted to abusing a 14-year-old 
girl 35 years ago. It should not take much 
time to announce the suspension from the 
dicastery of a cleric who made a voluntary 
statement admitting that kind of abuse. 

 
St. Edith Stein is depicted in a detail from a 
mosaic by Jesuit Fr. Marko Ivan Rupnik in 
the Redemptoris Mater Chapel at the 
Vatican. (CNS/Courtesy of Centro Aletti) 
 
Eighth dimension: Rome and Italy play a 
role in this case that we have not seen before 
in the global abuse crisis. There are the 
Catholic circles in Rome (including the 
Centro Aletti, a center for artists, where 
Rupnik lives), the Jesuit General Curia, the 

Vatican, and the relations between them and 
all the places in Italy where Rupnik was 
active, revered and protected. It is worth 
noting that it was only on Nov. 17 that the 
Italian bishops presented, for the first time, 
an official report on clergy sexual abuse in 
the country. 

Ninth dimension: Rupnik's artistic ministry 
and intellectual charisma was one of the 
voices of a certain Western Catholic 
romance with the East, something of a 
"beauty will save the world" narrative. In 
secular history narratives, what is happening 
in Russia and to Ukraine now should caution 
us against such romanticism. In terms of the 
history of spirituality and religious orders 
and communities, it is a known fact that 
pronounced aesthetic sensibilities, strong 
charismatic personalities and abusive 
behaviors have often gone together, with 
charisma (and the vocations it recruited) 
often seen as a blank check to pay for all the 
unsavory rest.   

This also says something on how a certain 
fixation with a Catholic sense of beauty 
(whether Rupnik's mosaics, the prototype of 
the Gothic cathedral, a more Counter-
Reformation baroque style or the hatred for 
the "brutalist" 20th-century churches) can be 
a cover for avoiding other issues. On the 
other hand, this case opens the debate 
on what to do with contemporary sacred art 
created for the church by clerics who 
committed crimes that were covered up also 
thanks to their fame, influence and charm. 

Tenth and final dimension: The Rupnik case 
makes us understand the abuse crisis in the 
Catholic Church in new, more elaborate 
ways — deeper than the Boston Globe 
"Spotlight" investigations in 2002 and the 
case of now ex-cardinal Theodore 
McCarrick in 2018.   

https://press.vatican.va/content/salastampa/en/documentation/cardinali_biografie/cardinali_bio_ricard_jp.html
https://www.ncronline.org/news/french-cardinal-admits-abusing-teen-girl-35-years-ago
https://www.ncronline.org/vatican/vatican-news/italian-bishops-publish-first-abuse-child-protection-audit
https://www.oursundayvisitor.com/what-do-we-do-with-father-rupniks-art/
https://www.ncronline.org/news/vaticans-explosive-mccarrick-report-largely-places-blame-john-paul-ii


Rupnik is one of the most well-known 
Jesuits involved in the scandal, and crucial 
phases of this happened in the Vatican of the 
first Jesuit pope. Many contours of the 
Rupnik case are not clear yet, but this story 
is very important in the history of the abuse 
crisis in the Catholic Church. It marks a new 
peak and sinks to a new low the morale of 
those who have followed the crisis. At the 
same time, it liberates us from facile, self-
serving narratives on the way to address the 
problem.  

A gardener reflects 
on Advent's 
promise: God is with 
us, even when life is 
messy 
EARTHBEAT 
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BY TYLER GRUDI 
21 December 2022 
 

I started gardening in the novitiate as a way 
to pass the time during the pandemic. I lived 
in Old Mission Santa Barbara, and in 
Southern California one can garden all year 
round. I started with beans not really 
knowing what I was getting myself into. 
Drying pods dangled from old vines all 
around the property, and I decided to break 
them open and plant the purple speckled 
seeds found inside. 

I didn't know much about starting a garden, 
so I asked a brother with a greener thumb 
for advice. Brother Franklin, an expert 
botanist in his retirement, told me, "Don't 
forget to water the seeds when you first 
plant them. You have to give them lots of 
attention in the beginning. After all, you're 
asking a lot out of them." 

"What do you mean?” I replied with a 
confused smirk. Franklin grinned holding 
the large seeds in hand and said, "When you 
plant a seed, you're asking it to give up its 
life as a seed! That's a big thing to ask."  

I never thought of gardening this way. 
Gardening always seemed serene and low 
stakes. But as I soon learned, growing plants 
from seed does not always turn out the way 
you want. Out of six seeds that I originally 
planted, only three sprouted, and out of 
those three plants only one flowered.  

We come to life much like my beans, 
breaking out of their comfortable shell, 

encountering unfamiliar terrain, straining to 
reach the light. 

I became stressed by the responsibility of 
keeping these plants alive, of honoring the 
seeds' sacrifice: the dramatic change I forced 
it to go through. A lot can happen to a seed 
when it's first planted. It can get washed 
away by heavy rains. Animals can come 
along and decide to steal it for a quick 
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snack. Some seeds never become plants at 
all.  

Gardening was not shaping up to be the 
tranquil pastime I thought it would be. I 
underestimated the care and perseverance it 
would take to nurture a tiny garden.  

And if seeds need nurturing to grow, what 
about people? The readings for the fourth 
week of Advent remind us that the road to 
Bethlehem was not always a smooth one. 

The unwed Mary returns home after visiting 
with her cousin, and she is pregnant. Not 
wanting to shame her, Joseph quietly 
divorces her. I'm sure in the small town of 
Nazareth people could have been whispering 
all sorts of gossip about the unwed mother. 
What must Mary have felt in those 
moments, being judged and isolated in her 
own community, by her betrothed? Having 
to care for this new baby all by herself? I 
imagine this period of change in Mary's life 
may have felt heavy and scary.  

Joseph must have been upset and frustrated 
at first by this turn of events. He probably 
was not expecting his wife to return 
pregnant before their wedding day. Despite 
the discomfort and anxiety, God uses this 
moment to transform Joseph's heart. 
Through an angel, God reassures Joseph of 
the presence of the Holy Spirit even in the 
midst of the turmoil. Joseph's response to 
care for Mary is immediate. 

In our own times, we face countless crises: 
wildfires, hurricanes, natural and human-
made disasters. It's easy to become 
overwhelmed by the catastrophes or 
unexpected challenges that so many of us 
face. Change, especially when drastic and 
out of our control, can be like a little death. 

But these moments can also be opportunities 
to transform our hearts. God may be calling 

us into a new and deeper relationship with 
our neighbors, the earth, and with Godself 
that we just don't understand yet. New can 
be scary. In my own journey, I've struggled 
to trust God when life is a mess, when the 
road looks unfamiliar. That is why we need 
to look out for one another. 

None of us come to life with a roadmap. We 
come to life much like my beans, breaking 
out of their comfortable shell, encountering 
unfamiliar terrain, straining to reach the 
light. 

The good news is that God has been here 
before too. God comes to us this season of 
promise as a little baby, a child too small 
and frail to care for itself. And our Gospel 
reassures us that even in the midst of life's 
changing tides and heavy burdens, God is 
"Emmanuel" — God is with us.  
  

San Jose's Bishop 
Cantú: Church 
needs to lift up 
Catholic Latino 
voices 
NEWS 

 
Bishop Oscar Cantú of San Jose, California, is 
seen in a Sept. 24, 2019, file photo. (CNS/Tyler 
Orsburn) 
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BY ALEJA HERTZLER-MCCAIN 
Bertelsen Editorial Fellow 
Baltimore — 21 December 2022 
 
Bishop Oscar Cantú of San Jose, California 
said he hadn't been described as a U.S.-born 
Latino bishop in years. And yet, he has 
relatively few similar peers in the U.S. 
Conference of Catholic Bishops. 
In 2020, the Associated Press reported that 
there were about 3,000 Hispanic priests 
based in the U.S., out of a total of roughly 
37,300 American clerics. But of those 
Hispanic priests, more than 2,000 were born 
outside the U.S., a number that includes 
many priests who came to the U.S. 
specifically for their ministry. Both 
dynamics also affect the U.S. bishops' 
conference. 

As a U.S.-born Hispanic priest, Cantú said, 
"I think we have a distinct opportunity to be 
bridges from the historical institutional 
church in the United States to a growing 
population whose voice has not always been 
asked for, whose experiences and opinions 
have not always been sought." 

Cantú, who has been the bishop of San Jose 
since 2019, told NCR in a Nov. 16 interview 
on the sidelines of the U.S. bishops' 
meeting in Baltimore that a lack of 
representation can cause a repeating 
negative feedback loop. 

"When they don't see someone like 
themselves in those roles, they don't imagine 
themselves in those roles," he said of U.S.-
born Latinos. 

Cantú said the church needs "to lift up those 
who are already in those roles as examples 
and to be intentional about that." 

Cantú, who grew up in Houston in a 
working-class family, said he understands 
another barrier to the priesthood for U.S.-
born Latinos: the economic pressure to 
support family. "We need to work on 
changing those expectations and that 
element of the culture," he said of the 
expectation to economically support parents 
as they age. 

Asked about the ongoing consultation 
process for Pope Francis' Synod of Bishops, 
Cantú drew a parallel between the synod and 
the Fifth National Encuentro of 
Hispanic/Latino Ministry, hosted by the U.S. 
church from 2014 to 2018. He called 
the encuentro "a tremendously positive 
experience," and said "we need to follow up 
on that." 

In San Jose's own synodal process, Cantú 
said, "the feedback that we got was right in 
line with the feedback that was received 
across the country." People who participated 
were "surprised and pleased" to be asked for 
input, he said. 

Cantú described San Jose as a "very 
multiethnic and multicultural diocese." But 
the participants in the synodal listening 
sessions were "primarily English speakers, 
white, retired, highly educated and wealthy," 
he said. 

"Perhaps they had more time," Cantú mused, 
explaining that he had asked pastors to 
frame synodal participation as an invitation, 
not a requirement. 

"We continue not only to speak of 
synodality, but to look for ways to 
implement it," said Cantú. 
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"We find ourselves asking new questions," 
he continued, speaking about seeking 
"constituent" input on diocesan schools, 
catechesis and finances.  

Cantú said that the smaller group 
conversations at the bishops' meeting this 
year — the bishops sat at small tables 
together, instead of in rows facing the dais 
— were an example of growing synodality, 
especially because it was a change 
conference members had asked for. 

Beyond the new style of discussion at the 
bishops' meeting, Cantú said he thought the 
conference could expand its emphasis on 
synodality by asking presbyteral councils in 
dioceses for their input. 

Cantú pointed out that the bishops are 
"constantly" listening to the bishops' 
conference staff, who are mostly laypeople. 
"It's not that we're not listening, but can we 
widen the circle as to who we listen to?" he 
asked. 

Addressing a concern about the synod that 
another bishop had brought up during the 
assembly that "all voices would be sort of 
flattened without distinguishing the voice of 
the bishops," Cantú pointed to three words 
Francis frequently uses for the synod: 
"encounter, listen and discern." 

Within discernment, Cantú said, "the voice 
of the magisterium ... remains unchanged."  

"That listening piece and encountering piece 
does add color to and depth to our [voice], 
not so much what we teach, but how we 
teach," he said. 

 

 

Over 1,000 faith 
leaders call for 
Christmas cease-fire 
in Ukraine 

 
People gather around a Christmas tree at the 
Sofiyska Square in Kyiv, Ukraine, Dec. 19, 
2022, amid Russia's attack on Ukraine. (CNS 
photo/Valentyn Ogirenko, Reuters) 
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Over 1,000 U.S. faith leaders are calling for 
a Christmas cease-fire in Ukraine 10 months 
after Russia invaded its neighbor. The 
leaders, who represent a broad range of 
faiths, said they hoped a temporary truce 
could lead to the negotiation of permanent 
peace. 
“As people of faith and conscience, 
believing in the sanctity of all life on this 
planet, we call for a Christmas Truce in 
Ukraine,” the statement says. “In the spirit 
of the truce that occurred in 1914 during the 
First World War, we urge our government to 
take a leadership role in bringing the war in 
Ukraine to an end through supporting calls 
for a ceasefire and negotiated settlement, 
before the conflict results in a nuclear war 



that could devastate the world’s ecosystems 
and annihilate all of God’s creation.” 

The signers are advocating for a cease-fire 
from Dec. 24 through Jan. 19, the 12th day 
of Christmas in the Orthodox calendar. 

The statement was sent to the White House 
Office of Faith-Based and Neighborhood 
Partnerships on the morning of Dec. 20. The 
signers aim to meet with a representative of 
that office to urge the Biden administration 
to spearhead both the temporary cease-fire 
and long-term peace talks. 

More than 6,000 civilians have died in 
Ukraine since the war began, and Ukrainians 
are bracing for a harsh winter as damaged 
infrastructure and displacement make heat a 
rarity. 

Among the initial signers of the statement 
are pastor and activist the Rev. William J. 
Barber II, Shalom Center founder Rabbi 
Arthur Waskow, scholar and progressive 
activist Cornel West and Tarunjit Singh 
Butalia, executive director of Religions for 
Peace USA. 

The statement was written by 
representatives of several peace groups, 
including Fellowship of Reconciliation, 
CodePink and the National Council of 
Elders. They began recruiting signers to the 
statement in mid-November.  

“As the war in Ukraine drags into .. its 10th 
month, the only certainty is that the 
estimated hundreds of thousands killed and 
wounded will continue to grow, as will the 
14 million war refugees not to mention the 
humanitarian impacts felt across Europe and 
the globe,” Ariel Gold, executive director of 
the Fellowship of Reconciliation USA, said 
in a separate press release. 

The demand is inspired by the Christmas 
truce that occurred during World War I. 
Though national leaders at the time ignored 
Pope Benedict XV’s plea for an official 
cease-fire, on Dec. 24, 1914, German and 
British troops along the Western Front took 
part in an informal, erratic truce, emerging 
from their trenches to sing carols and share 
cigars, food and beverages for a few short 
hours. 

“Negotiation is not a euphemism for 
capitulation, nor is it a rationalization of 
Putin’s aggression,” Medea Benjamin, 
another of the authors of the statement and 
co-founder of the peace group CodePink, 
said in a press release. “It is simply a 
recognition that the end of this war cannot 
be achieved by more war.” 

What to expect from 
Pope Francis this 
Christmas 
VATICAN 
VIEW FROM THE VATICAN 

 
The crowd in St. Peter's Square attends Pope 
Francis' recitation of the Angelus from the 
window of his studio overlooking the square at 
the Vatican Dec. 11. The pope blessed figurines 
of the baby Jesus brought by children for their 
Nativity scenes. (CNS photo/Vatican Media) 
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BY CHRISTOPHER WHITE 
Vatican Correspondent 
Rome — 22 December 2022 
 
Pope Francis isn't exactly known for 
exuding Christmas cheer. 
During his first Christmas as pope in 2013, 
at his address to the Roman Curia, he used 
the occasion to warn that the Vatican was 
risking operating like a “heavy bureaucratic 
customs house" and chided curial officials 
for gossip.  

That could be considered milquetoast for 
what awaited them in 2014, when 
some accused the pope of going full-on 
Grinch. That year he delivered a stinging 
assessment of what he diagnosed as 15 
"diseases" he said plagued the work of the 
Vatican's central bureaucracy.  

The pope went on to warn against careerism, 
the pursuit of worldly profit, rivalry and 
vainglory, and indifference to others. Ever 
since, the pope's consistent Christmas 
tradition has been to preach a message of 
humility during the annual address.   

The simplicity that defined his style when he 
took over the office of the papacy a decade 
ago has been matched in his approach to 
marking the "happiest season of all."   

Even the Vatican's Christmas tree this year 
is a testament to this reality.  

Pope John Paul II began the tradition of 
putting a tree in St. Peter's Square in 1982, 
bringing some of the customs of his native 
Poland to Rome with him. The trees that 
have since historically graced the busy 
piazza have been centuries old silver fir 

trees cut down for the occasion. But no 
more.  

Ahead of chopping down one for this 
season, local activists complained that it was 
inconsistent with the pope's concern for the 
environment — and he agreed, finding 
another live one instead. This year's tree is 
festive and serves the part, but one could 
hardly call it majestic.  

 
Pope Francis visits the Nativity scene during his 
general audience in the Paul VI hall at the 
Vatican Dec. 21. (CNS photo/Paul Haring) 
 
When Francis celebrated his first Christmas 
as pope in 2013, war loomed large in the 
world and over his young papacy.  

When he stepped out on the loggia of St. 
Peter's Basilica on Christmas Day to offer 
the traditional urbi et orbi ("to the city and 
the world") message and blessing, at the top 
of his list of concerns was the raging conflict 
in Syria.   

"Let us continue to ask the Lord to spare the 
beloved Syrian people further suffering, and 
to enable the parties in conflict to put an end 
to all violence," the pope prayed.  

When he concluded that address, he offered 
a simple plea: "Let us ask [the Lord] to help 
us to be peacemakers each day, in our life, 
in our families, in our cities and nations, in 
the whole world," Francis said. "Let us 
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allow ourselves to be moved by God’s 
goodness." 

Now, as he prepares to deliver the 10th 
Christmas Day urbi et orbi of his papacy, 
another conflict will undoubtedly top his list 
of prayers — the ongoing war in Ukraine. In 
a Dec. 18 interview, the pope was asked 
about his Christmas wish, and he said it was 
simply "peace in the world."  

Pope Francis' namesake, of course, is that of 
the 13th-century saint from Assisi, Italy, 
known for his own personal simplicity, 
concern for the poor and for the 
environment.  

It was also St. Francis of Assisi 
who popularized the tradition of the 
Christmas Nativity scene, receiving 
permission from Pope Honorious III in 1223 
to use a cave in Greccio, Italy, to recreate 
the setting of Christ's birth.  

“The saintly friar did see clearly the need to 
visualize in a tangible manner the events 
surrounding Christ’s birth. He knew the 
need people have to see, and not just to hear 
about, the sacred events of their salvation," 
wrote Matthew Powell in his book The 
Christmas Crèche.  

Since 2018, one facet of the Vatican's 
Christmas celebrations has been 
an exhibit of 100 Presepi, a Roman tradition 
dating to 1976 that was moved to the 
Vatican five years ago and brings together 
more than 100 Nativity scenes from all over 
the world.  

The exhibit underscores what Francis 
has said is the reason for the Christmas 
season: to reject a "society so often 
intoxicated by consumerism and hedonism, 
wealth and extravagance" and to focus on 
the Christ child, who "calls us to act soberly, 
in other words, in a way that is simple, 

balanced, consistent, capable of seeing and 
doing what is essential."  

In many ways, this year's Christmas in 
Rome finally resembles some normalcy after 
three years of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Tickets to the pope's Christmas Eve vigil 
Mass are in short supply and the Vatican's 
annual Christmas concert was back to its full 
programming last week.   

But when the Christmas Eve "Midnight 
Mass" begins this year — at 7:30 p.m. to 
accommodate the 86-year-old pope — the 
trumpets will still sound and the bells may 
ring loudly, but one can anticipate Francis' 
message to be delivered in a lower, simpler 
key, as it always has been since the very 
beginning — both in Bethlehem and since 
the very start of his papacy.  

Pope Francis warns 
Vatican officials 
against believing 
church no longer 
needs conversion 
Francis cautions against 'heresy' of 
creating a pure church only for the pure 
VATICAN 
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Cardinal Giovanni Battista Re, dean of the 
College of Cardinals, offers Pope Francis best 
wishes for Christmas on behalf of the cardinals 
and top officials of the Roman Curia during an 
audience in the Apostolic Palace at the Vatican 
Dec. 23, 2021. (CNS photo/Vatican Media) 
 

 
BY CHRISTOPHER WHITE 
Vatican Correspondent 
Rome —22  December 2022 
 
Pope Francis on Dec. 22 warned top Vatican 
officials against the temptation of believing 
the Catholic Church is no longer in need of 
conversion and said that creating a pure 
church only for the pure would be a return to 
heresy.   
"The worst thing that could happen to us is 
to think that we are no longer in need of 
conversion, either as individuals or as a 
community," said Francis. "Where the 
Gospel is concerned, we are always like 
children needing to learn. The illusion that 
we have learned everything makes us fall 
into spiritual pride." 

In his annual pre-Christmas address to the 
Roman Curia — the Vatican's central 
bureaucracy — the pope recalled the Second 
Vatican Council, saying that the conversion 
of the church sparked by the council 60 
years ago must continue in order to preach 
the "Gospel more fully and to make it 
relevant, living and effective in our time."  

Francis went on to draw a parallel between 
Vatican II and the current synod process, an 
ongoing consultation with the world's 
Catholics, which has unleashed lively 
discussion on how the church can best 
evangelize in the modern world and how to 
navigate a number of topics once considered 

taboo in the Catholic Church, such as the 
role of women, LGBTQ persons and the 
clergy sex abuse crisis.  

"Our current reflection on the church’s 
synodality is the fruit of our conviction that 
the process of understanding Christ’s 
message never ends, but constantly 
challenges us," said the pope.  

For Francis, the opposite of conversion is 
"immobility," which he said is "the secret 
belief that we have nothing else to learn 
from the Gospel."  

"This is the error of trying to crystallize the 
message of Jesus in a single, perennially 
valid form," he warned. "Instead, its form 
must be capable of constantly changing, so 
that its substance can remain constantly the 
same. True heresy consists not only in 
preaching another gospel, as St. Paul told us, 
but also in ceasing to translate its message 
into today’s languages and ways of thinking, 
which is precisely what the Apostle of the 
Gentiles did."  

"To preserve means to keep alive and not to 
imprison the message of Christ," he added 

While in past years Francis has used the 
annual address to the curia to chide Vatican 
officials for obstinacy towards his reform 
efforts or for possessing certain "spiritual 
diseases" that hamper their work, this year's 
address was more conciliatory than past 
remarks. It also was shorter, clocking in at 
just 20 minutes.  

"If there are times when I say things that 
might sound harsh and pointed, it is not 
because I don’t believe in the value of 
kindness and persuasion," the pope 
acknowledged. "Rather, it is because it is 
good to keep our caresses for the weary and 
the oppressed, and to have the courage to 
'afflict the comfortable.'"  
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In examining the church's need for ongoing 
conversion, the pope told the heads of 
Vatican offices that often "we put too much 
trust in ourselves, our strategies and our 
programs" and that many of the church's 
failings come from not putting Christ at the 
center of its activities.   

He also warned that those who work at the 
center of the church may think they are 
immune to the need to examine their own 
attitudes and practices.  

"We need to pay greater attention to the fact 
that, in a formal sense, we are now living 'at 
home,' within the walls of the institution, in 
the service of the Holy See, at the heart of 
the church," he cautioned. "Precisely for this 
reason, we could easily fall into the 
temptation of thinking we are safe, better 
than others, no longer in need of 
conversion."  

As the pope delivered his tenth annual curia 
address, he acknowledged the ongoing war 
against Ukraine, as well as other violent 
conflicts in the world, saying that if peace is 
desired, it must begin with personal 
commitments to forgiveness and mercy and 
a rejection of bitterness, backbiting and 
resentment.  

"If we truly want the din of war to cease and 
give way to peace, then each of us ought to 
begin with himself or herself," said Francis. 
"St. Paul clearly tells us that kindliness, 
mercy and forgiveness are our medicine for 
building peace."  

As Francis concluded his remarks, he 
warned against the "heresy" of creating a 
pure church, only for the pure, citing the 
12th century Gnostic sect of Catharism who 
believed they were only the true 
Christians.     

"Were that the case, the Gospel and the 
Bible as a whole would not have told us of 
limitations and shortcomings of many of 
those whom today we acknowledge as 
saints," he said.  

At the end of the meeting, Francis greeted 
the cardinals and bishops present one-by-
one and gave each a copy of two books: Life 
of Jesus by Andrea Tornielli, editorial 
director of the Vatican's Dicastery for 
Communication, and Let's Go to the Other 
Shore, a book-interview by Italian priest, Fr. 
Benito Giorgetta with a former member of 
the mafia, Luigi Bonaventura.  

Both books include introductions penned by 
Francis.  

This Christmas, 
Holy Land 
Christians need 
Americans to 
remember them 

 
Palestinian Catholic Andrew Bannoura from 
Bethlehem lights a candle in the grotto of the 
Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem, West 
Bank, Dec. 15. (CNS/Debbie Hill) 
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As Christmas approaches, our hearts 
naturally turn toward Bethlehem. As was 
true at the time of Christ's birth, Bethlehem 
is an occupied city. This time it is not 
occupied by Romans, but rather by the 
modern state of Israel. Bethlehem lies in the 
occupied West Bank that was captured by 
Israel in the war of 1967. 
I have visited Bethlehem many times. The 
visits were always both sobering and joyful 
experiences. Sometimes passage through the 
imposing security barrier or separation wall 
that divides Bethlehem from Jerusalem, a 
scant 6 miles away, was relatively routine. 
At other times, it was harrowing, as armed 
Israeli soldiers boarded our bus or required 
us to take a circuitous route through armed 
checkpoints into David's City. 

Of course, the journey always had its joyful 
aspects: the visit to the Church of the 
Nativity and meetings with the local 
Palestinian Christian community. The 
resilience of the Christian community in 
Bethlehem and throughout the Holy Land 
awed me. 

During the recent November 2022 plenary 
assembly of the U.S. Conference of Catholic 
Bishops, Patriarch 
Pierbattista Pizzaballa addressed the full 
body of prelates. The remarks and presence 
of the Latin patriarch of Jerusalem were not 
widely reported. The press release that 
recapped the meeting made no reference to 
the patriarch. After the assembly, the 
bishops' official account tweeted an "in case 

you missed it" video of the patriarch's 
remarks. 

The patriarch's public address to the bishops' 
gathering was pastoral in tone and content, 
and focused on the "reality of the Holy 
Land." His talk was also a blinking red light 
of the dangers facing the Christian 
community and the deteriorating politics of 
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. 

Pizzaballa observed that Christians are about 
1% of the population now (down from about 
10% in 1948). The main reason for the 
continued decline in the Christian 
population is the lack of economic 
opportunity, a consequence of the political 
situation. 

The patriarch argued that the declining 
presence of Christians is making it more and 
more difficult to make the "Christian 
character" of the Holy Land visible. 

The places of Christian pilgrimage are being 
maintained, but the "living stones" of the 
native Palestinian Christian community are 
gradually crumbling away. This is not only 
tragic for Christians; it is also tragic for Jews 
and Muslims. The Christian community is 
the proverbial "canary in the mine." Its 
waning presence is a sign of the intensity of 
the underlying political conflict that has 
consequences for Jews, Christians and 
Muslims alike. 

Pizzaballa bemoaned the lack of Israeli-
Palestinian peace negotiations and of 
prospects for such talks. He said the failure 
of past "so-called agreements" has led to a 
lack of trust needed for negotiations to 
succeed. 
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Archbishop Pierbattista Pizzaballa, Latin 
patriarch of Jerusalem, speaks during a Nov. 16 
session of the fall general assembly of the U.S. 
Conference of Catholic Bishops in Baltimore. 
(CNS/Bob Roller) 
 
He contrasted the fact that Palestine has not 
had a presidential election since 2005 with 
the reality that Israel has had five elections 
in less than four years. 

The patriarch was candid about the 
weakness of the Palestinian side as a 
negotiating partner. He described 
the incoming Israeli government as the most 
"right-wing" government in Israel's history, 
with Benjamin Netanyahu, a staunch 
conservative and the likely future prime 
minister, being considered the most 
moderate partner in the coalition. Pizzaballa 
singled out the existence of "very right-wing 
religious Zionist parties." This rightward tilt 
has potentially catastrophic consequences 
for Israelis and Palestinians, and for the 
church in particular. 

The patriarch declared: "The future of 
Jerusalem is not a Jerusalem for Jews, or for 
Muslims, or for Christians, but to be the city 

where Jews, Christians and Muslims are at 
home with the same rights." 

He closed imploring the bishops "not to 
forget Jerusalem." The church in the United 
States must not forget the Mother Church of 
Jerusalem. 

The context of the patriarch's remarks to the 
U.S. bishops is significant. Last December, 
the Patriarchs and Heads of Local Churches 
in Jerusalem issued a statement on the 
"Current Threat to the Christian Presence in 
the Holy Land." 

The statement began with this sweeping 
declaration: "Throughout the Holy Land, 
Christians have become the target of 
frequent and sustained attacks by fringe 
radical groups." 

The church leaders cited "physical and 
verbal assaults" on clergy, attacks on 
churches, vandalization of holy sites, 
"intimidation" of local Christians, 
"underhanded" property transactions to 
displace Christians from the Christian 
Quarter of Jerusalem, and disruption of the 
"historic pilgrim routes between Bethlehem 
and Jerusalem." 

"These tactics are being used by such radical 
groups in a systematic attempt to drive the 
Christian community out of Jerusalem and 
other parts of the Holy Land," they said. 

The statement did acknowledge the 
"declared commitment of the Israeli 
government to uphold a safe and secure 
home for Christians in the Holy Land," but 
noted the "failure of local politicians, 
officials and law enforcement agencies to 
curb the activities of radical groups." These 
are the "right-wing" radicals, settler and 
extreme Zionist groups to which the 
patriarch alluded. 
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Vatican News reported on the statement 
under the headline "Church leaders warn 
against threat to Christian presence in Holy 
Land." The Vatican article singled out the 
public support for the besieged church in the 
Holy Land offered by the World Council of 
Churches and the U.S.-based Churches for 
Middle East Peace. 

Since the threat to the Christian presence 
was named a year ago, there have been other 
high-profile incidents. The Patriarchs and 
Heads of Local Churches in Jerusalem 
condemned: 

• The seizure of the "Little Petra Hotel" near 
the Jaffa gate in March 2022 as "a threat to 
the continued existence of a Christian 
Quarter in Jerusalem"; 

• The "violent intrusion" of Israeli police into 
the funeral procession of slain Palestinian-
American journalist Shireen Abu Akleh; 

• A planned review by the British government 
aimed at moving its embassy to Jerusalem. 

This Dec. 12, the Assembly of Catholic 
Ordinaries of the Holy Land issued a 
statement expressing their concern "about 
the gradual deterioration of the general 
social and political situation in the Holy 
Land." 

The last time the U.S. bishops issued a 
statement on Israel and Palestine was in 
May 2021. The chairman of the Committee 
on International Justice and Peace responded 
to the eruption of violence near the Al-Aqsa 
compound in Jerusalem, located on the 
Temple Mount and considered a site holy to 
Jews, Christians and Muslims. The bishops' 
statement called for "upholding the Status 
Quo of the Holy Places" and affirmed the 
"equal dignity of every people." 

Shortly after the bishops' November 2022 
assembly, there was a brief reaffirmation of 
support for a "just political solution — a 

secure and recognized Israel living in peace 
alongside a viable and independent 
Palestine" in a statement by the Committee 
on Ecumenical and Interreligious Affairs on 
the Jewish community and antisemitism. 

What does the church of Jerusalem need 
from the church in the United States? The 
church in the Holy Land needs us "not to 
forget" the church in Jerusalem. It needs the 
church in the United States to be more 
proactive. 

The Christians of the Holy Land need the 
church in the United States to urge our 
government to insist that Israeli authorities 
confront the actions of radical actors and 
extreme settlers who threaten both the 
Christian presence and the possibility of a 
just peace. Only then can Jews, Christians 
and Muslims prosper together in the land 
that is sacred to all three faith communities. 
Only then can Israelis and Palestinians 
achieve a just peace that respects the rights 
of all. 
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