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Parish Newsletter 
For 
1 January 2023 
 

 
THE SOLEMNITY OF MARY, 
MOTHER OF GOD, THE 
OCTAVE DAY OF CHRISTMAS, 
NEW YEAR’S DAY, AND THE 
WORLD DAY OF PRAYER FOR 
PEACE 
 
From Father Robert – Reflection On The 
Gospel 
The last verse of today’s gospel reading is 
significant, as it proclaims the circumcision 
and naming of the child Jesus.  That Mary 
and Joseph are obedient to the Jewish Torah 
is part of Luke’s Good News.  The Rite of 
Circumcision, celebrated eight days after 
birth, is called the “Covenant of 
Circumcision” and marks the male child’s 
formal entry into the covenantal Jewish 
community.  Every circumcision is a call to 
Abraham’s seed to renew the covenant, but 
in Jesus, the rite cuts the deepest:  the 
covenant that is made in His flesh will one 
day be poured out not only in a drop of 
foreskin blood, but in the tortured flesh of 
the Son of Man and of God, crucified for the 
world’s salvation. 
 
At circumcision the child is also named, and 
Jesus is given the name that was announced 

to Mary before His conception:  “Jesus” (for 
Joshua), meaning “savior.”  It is not just an 
external ritual but a matter of identity, a 
marking of the heart.  For present-day 
parents, what they call their child is 
important:  will it be a family name, one 
discovered by poring over the baby name 
reference book, or perhaps that of the latest 
celebrity?  The naming of the Jewish child 
within the circumcision rite is a significant 
life-cycle event, for the name links the child 
to past generations and expresses hope for 
the future.  After the Shoah, many European 
Jews gave their child the name of a parent or 
dear relative who had perished in the 
Holocaust, for in such naming the memory 
of the dead person is symbolically “born 
again into the world.”  Jesus, Savior, is a 
name for all generations, for the salvation of 
all.  Although we do not know the words of 
the first-century rite, the prayer that 
accompanies the Jewish child’s naming 
asks:  “May his heart be wide open to 
comprehend Your holy will, that he may 
learn and teach, keep and fulfill Your laws.”  
Jesus would do this most faithfully.  We 
who are named Christians are given our 
deepest identity by our baptism into Christ.  
After His resurrection, the early church 
repeatedly preached and worked miracles 
“in the Name of Jesus,” that is, in the power 
of His personal presence in the Spirit. 
 
January 1st has also been designated as the 
day on which the church prays for world 
peace, and the Solemnity of Mary focuses 
our gaze on her silent wonder as she 
contemplates her child, trying to put 
together the significance of what had 
happened in the past nine months, dreaming 
about what the future might hold.  In all the 
gospels, Mary remains a woman wrapped in 
silence throughout Jesus’ preaching, death, 
and resurrection.  After the resurrection, 
Luke will place Mary at the heart of the 
community of disciples, still the silent 
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mother, drawing around her the new family 
of Jesus.  It is the peace of Christ that we 
hope and pray for at the beginning of a New 
Year:  peace in our own heart and in our 
families, in our church and in our world. 
 

 
Living Liturgy – Carrying the Word of God 
to the World 
The Annunciation, a painting by Henry 
Ossawa Tanner found in the Philadelphia 
Museum of Art, captures an unconventional 
image of the moment when the Archangel 
Gabriel announces to Mary that she will 
bear the Son of God.  Tanner, the son of a 
minister in the African Methodist Episcopal 
Church, painted the work after a trip to 
Egypt and Palestine. His experience of the 
people, culture, architecture, and light of the 
Holy Land is reflected in this painting.  
Mary is shown as an adolescent dressed in 
rumpled Middle Eastern peasant clothing, 
without halo or other holy attributes.  
Gabriel appears as a shaft of light.  The 
scene richly captures multiple moments of 
trust and doubt, of worry and certainty.  
Tanner paints the young face of Mary 
gazing quietly up toward the light, curiously 
contemplating what it means to be God-
bearer – an intimate relationship with God in 
saying “yes” to the angel.  We, too, might 
ask what it means for us to take on this 
responsibility of bearing God.  Do we 
realize the close connection we have with 
God and the mission of Jesus?  Mary’s role 

in the life of Jesus becomes our role in 
Jesus’ mission and life as well.  May we 
continually follow Mary’s example of 
carrying the word of God to the world. 
 

 
Questions for Further Reflection, 
Meditation, and Sharing 
Do you identify more with the hasty 
evangelization of the shepherds or Mary’s 
quiet pondering? 
 
Where do you need God’s face to shine in 
your life?  What questions need answers?  
What dark corners need illumination? 
 
Do you feel confident in calling God your 
Father?  What holds you back from a 
relationship of childlike trust with God? 
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The Floral Arrangement that graces the 
Christmas Altar today is placed To The 
Glory of God and In Loving Memory of 
Dan O’Connor by his wife, Dorothy, the 
Nelms, Barnes, and O’Connor Families. 
 

 
On behalf of all of us, Thank You to all 
those who made our Christmas Liturgies so 
beautiful, meaningful, and appropriate: 
 
To our Liturgical Ministers, Greeters, 
Ushers, Lectors, Eucharistic Ministers, 
Altar Servers, Adult Acolytes, Sacristans, 
and Altar Guild. 
 
To the Members of the Art & 
Environment Committee who created one 
of the most beautiful Christmas 
Environments ever and thanks to all those 
who contributed so generously to make the 
Christmas Environment possible. 
 
To Karen Hastings-Flegel for planning and 
playing for each of our Christmas Liturgies 
and to the Cantors/Singers who provided 

Christmas Anthems and supported our sung 
prayer. 
 
To the Security Team who provided parking 
lot security during each of the Christmas 
Liturgies:  Jose Perez, John Connolly, 
Steve Rojek, and Don Benson. 
 
To the members of the Cleaning Team who 
cared for the sanctuary so lovingly, keep it 
and the bathrooms clean and ready for each 
of our liturgies:  Al Cosce, Jean Rogers, 
Carole Miller, Ada Nnaji, Jun Bajet, 
Reno and Thelma Benasfre, Angela 
Bueno, Mency Osborne, Rose Salamanca, 
Steve Rojek, and Virginia Noack. 
 
And, Thank You to all our parishioners 
and guests who worshipped with us and 
whose faith, gratitude, and love shone so 
brightly as we celebrated the Feast of the 
Nativity of Our Lord. 
 

 
On the weekend of January 14th and 15th, we 
will welcome a Guest Homilist from the 
organization known as “Unbound,” a 
ministry that reaches out and supports 
children in other countries.  He has been 
rescheduled from a previous weekend when 
it wasn’t possible for them to be with us as I 
had come down with Covid.  I know you 
will give him a warm welcome.  There will 
be flyers, brochures, and information about 
their ministry available on the Credenza at 
the back of the sanctuary. 
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Our Annual Pastoral and Financial Report 
for 2022 will be presented to the parish on 
the weekend of January 28th and 29th.  The 
report chronicles the life of the parish over 
the last year and helps us to remember how 
the Holy Spirit has guided our programs, 
ministries, outreaches, and continued to 
form us as “missionary disciples.”  2022 was 
in many ways, an historic year for us.  It will 
also give a financial accounting of our 
Stewardship as well as present the Budget 
for 2023.  I hope you will plan to be at one 
of our liturgies that weekend to receive your 
copy.  The report will also be available on 
line at our parish website. 
 

 
Help needed for rides to our church 
If you are interested in joining a small group 
of parishioners from each liturgy to be 
available to give rides to our parishioners so 
they can attend mass, please let me know.  
Some of our parishioners cannot afford the 
expense from their homes to use uber.  Any 
one requesting a ride would reside in their 
own home.  
 
If you are interested in helping, please reach 
out to me. I need your name, phone number 
and email address and which mass you 
attend.  I will coordinate the first ride and 
after that I will let you and the parishioner 
work out the rides you so generously offer. I 
can be reached at daviesszoo@sbcglobal.net 

or my cell 925-584-0843. Thank you and 
Merry Christmas. 
 

 
Coming in February 2023!  “Catholic Social 
Teaching: A Guide for Decision Making,” 
presented by Susannah Nelson.  All sessions 
are on Tuesday Evenings from 7:00 p.m. to 
8:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary.  The dates are 
February 7th, 14th, 21st, 28th and March 7th. 
 

 
The Feast of the Epiphany will be celebrated 
on January 7th and 8th.  We invite you to sign 
up to make the Three Kings come alive!  We 
need three volunteers at each liturgy to 
represent the Magi: Caspar, Melchoir, and 
Balthasar.  We will provide royal clothing 
and crowns for each person.  If you would 
like to volunteer, please give Shelli Daviess 
a call at the parish office to sign up.  Thank 
You! 
 
 
 
 

mailto:daviesszoo@sbcglobal.net
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Justice Corner by Carolyn Krantz, 
Pastoral Associate 
We stand today at a juncture, a doorway 
between the past year of sorrows and a hope 
for new beginning.  2022 was filled with 
sickness and for many, the loss of a loved 
one.  We all know, or have experienced 
ourselves, the hardship of illness and the 
pain of loss.  It has been a year of hardship 
with adjustments, in jobs, technical 
advances and just plain change on many 
fronts.  Hopefully we have had a pleasant 
time enjoying family and friends for the 
holidays and now we must move forward 
into the future.  What virtues shall we take 
into the New Year?  Prayers for less 
violence, less sickness and more opportunity 
for grace in our lives, gratitude for those in 
healthcare who continue to be faithful, and 
hope for the end of war, to name a few. 
 
The Solemnity of Mary offers us hope-filled 
readings as we honor her who experienced 
the sufferings and rejection with her Son 
with faith and fortitude.  “Today a light will 
shine on us” and we shall know that the 
Prince of Peace resides with us as He did 
with Mary.  The readings affirm that He is 
with us and that we can cry “Abba,” Father, 
when we experience hardship.  We are 
amazed that we can do this no matter what 
our transgressions have been.  God places 
His/Her spirit in our hearts thus making us 
heirs to His kingdom.  We only have to keep 
the experiences of our lives before us in 
prayer, “reflecting on them in our heart” as 
Mary did, praising God for what we have 
seen and heard as the shepherds did, and 

being faithful to the faith God has given us 
as Jesus was by submitting to circumcision. 
 
Reflection, praise, and saying “yes” to life's 
exigencies, now there is a New Year's 
resolution for you!  We don't know what 
changes this year will bring, but we know 
that we need prayer to get through them.  
Change is always hard.  Many people this 
month have experienced weather-related 
catastrophes that have altered their living 
situations, destroyed their houses, made 
their roads impassable.  Many have had days 
without electricity or water.  When we think 
on these things, we might cross another trip 
to Macy's off our list for the New Year.  We 
might sit down and say thank you for the 
simple things: lights, heat, water, a safe 
place to sleep.  If we follow the Gospels, we 
know that Mary and Joseph had to flee with 
Jesus to escape Herod's jealousy.  They 
experienced the cold and the fear of where 
the next meal was coming from as they 
traveled to Egypt.  They are our partners in 
walking the difficult roads of earth as we 
move toward heaven with the plentitude of 
grace that the Father gives us.  They did not 
lose heart. 
 
St. Theresa, the Little Flower writes in her 
autobiography, “I was quite convinced that 
one would never find unclouded happiness 
this side of heaven.”  That is true for us as 
well.  But we can sustain the sorrows of last 
year and this one because we know God is 
with us.  And Mother, Mary, shows us the 
way by “holding all these things in her 
heart.”  So take for your New Year's 
resolution that prayer time is a regular part 
of each day. 
 
 
 



MARY, THE HOLY 
MOTHER OF GOD

Intercede
Loving God,
you gave us your Son through Mary,
who advocates for all of humanity.
At home, Mary nurtured the Son of God.
In our homes, she protects and cares for us.
Bless all who seek Mary’s help.

Through the intercession of 
the Blessed Mother,

may we receive the grace to face challenges 
and setbacks,

and the wisdom to recognize our blessings.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Sunday, January 1, 2023
Rich Blessings

Today’s readings: Numbers 6:22–27; Psalm 67:2–3, 5, 6, 8; 
Galatians 4:4–7; Luke 2:16–21. Today’s readings are filled 
with blessings. In the reading from Numbers, Moses is given 
a blessing for the Israelites; in the refrain for the responso-
rial psalm, we ask God to bless us; from Galatians, we hear 
that we are adopted children of God; and in the Gospel, the 
shepherds see the infant Jesus, certainly a blessing. 

It is up to us to continue to carry the blessings we have 
received into the world, just as the shepherds “made known 
the message that had been told them.” Not only can you let 
others know of the good news that has been passed on to 

you, but you can bless others. Write down the words of the 
first reading: “The Lord bless you and keep you! / The 
Lord let his face shine upon you, and be gracious to you! / 
The Lord look upon you kindly and give you peace!” Use 
this text to bless children, friends, and relatives during this 
last week of the Christmas season. Parents could use the 
blessing in the reading from Numbers to bless a child before 
bedtime. Teens could use these words to conclude their 
weekly youth ministry gatherings. Consider other people in 
your life who would appreciate being blessed.



© 2022 Liturgy Training Publications. 800-933-1800. Text by Patricia J. Hughes, dmin. Illustrated by James B. Janknegt. 
Scripture quotations are from the New American Bible, revised edition. Permission to publish granted by the Archdiocese 
of Chicago.

This Week at Home
Monday, January 2
Sts. Basil the Great and 
Gregory of Nazianzen
The first reading promises eternal life. Note that “antichrist” 
in the reading means “against Christ.” This week, think of a 
way that you can be for Christ, perhaps in a conversation, at 
a meeting, or simply while relaxing after a festive holiday 
event. Go gently into the new year: begin each day with the 
Morning Offering prayer. Much is written about the friend-
ship of Sts. Basil and Gregory, as evident from historical 
manuscripts. Each made strong theological arguments for the 
orthodoxy of Christianity. In prayer, ask these saints to grant 
you the courage to persist in your faith. Today’s readings: 
1 John 2: 22–28; Psalm 98: 1, 2–3ab, 3cd–4; John 1:19–28.

Tuesday, January 3
Holy Name of Jesus
The Christmas season continues with the psalmist’s joyous 
reminder “All the ends of the earth have seen the saving 
power of God.” Perhaps as a child, you were taught to bow 
your head when someone spoke Jesus’ name. You will notice 
that this pious practice is a habit for many Catholics. 
Children can be taught to do this out of respect for the name 
of Jesus. More important to remember is to always speak 
Jesus’ name with love and kindness. Today’s readings: 
1 John 2:29—3:6; Psalm 98:1, 3cd–4, 5–6; John 1:29–34.

Wednesday, January 4
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
In 1975, Elizabeth Ann Bayley Seton was the first native-
born American to become an official saint of the Church. 
She was born into a wealthy family and married at age 
twenty. After becoming a widow, she became Catholic in 
1805 and established the first free Catholic school in the 
United States and then founded an order of vowed religious 
women. Today’s readings: 1 John 3:7–10; Psalm 98:1, 7–8, 
9; John 1:35–42.

Thursday, January 5
St. John Neumann
St. John Neumann was born in Bohemia, which had an over-
abundance of priests during the time he expected to be 
ordained. With ordinations in the country paused, he set his 
sights on becoming a missionary in the United States. He 
was ordained in New York soon after his arrival in 1836. 
Several years later, he joined the Redemptorist congregation 
of priests and dedicated his life to education and to the poor. 
As a bishop, he founded the first Catholic diocesan school 
system in the United States. Today’s readings: John 3:11–21; 
Psalm 100:1b–2, 3, 4, 5; John 1:43–51.

Friday, January 6
Family Tree
The long form of St. Luke’s Gospel today tells the genealogy 
of Jesus. The challenge for today is to diagram or draw Jesus’ 
family tree. If possible, work with a younger child on this 
project, helping with the pronunciation of the biblical names 
of Jesus’ relatives. Talk about your family and where your 
relatives were born. Today’s readings: 1 John 5:5–13; Psalm 
147:12–13, 14–15, 19–20; Mark 1:7–11 or Luke 3:23–28 or 
Luke 3:23, 31–34, 36, 38.

Saturday, January 7
Festivities
“They have no wine,” Mary comments to Jesus, encouraging 
him to begin his ministry. This account in the Gospel of John 
portrays Jesus as reluctant to show God’s glory in this gather-
ing of friends and family. Jesus replies to Mary, “My hour 
has not yet come.” Still, he instructs the waiters, “Fill the jars 
with water.” In your prayer today, examine whether you are 
holding back from doing God’s will. Is there someone trying 
to encourage you to use your talents for the glory of God? 
Today’s readings: John 5:14–21; Psalm 149:1–2, 3–4, 5, 6a 
and 9b; John 2:1–11.





 
Diocese of Oakland 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Are you being called? 
 

Diaconate Formation Information Meetings 
 

“By ordination, particularly and officially committed to service, the deacon is to inspire, promote and help coordinate the 
service that the whole Church must undertake in imitation of Christ. He has a special responsibility to identify to the 
Church those who are in need and particularly those who are without power of voice at the margins of our society. 
Among such people, the deacon is to speak about Christ and to offer them the Church’s varied assistance. But in the 
Church, he is also to speak about the needy, to articulate their needs, and to inspire and mobilize the whole community’s 
response. He thus becomes a representative figure in whom the Church reaches out to the needy and the needy 
challenge the Church.”  (National Conference of Catholic Bishops: Permanent Deacons in the United States – Guidelines on Their Formation and 
Ministry – 1984 Revision, par 37) 

 

Candidate Qualifications 

• Practicing Catholic for 10 years or more. 
• Must have received the Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation, Eucharist, and be validly 

married by the Church, if applicable. 
• At least 33 years of age but not older than 60 years of age at the time of application.  
• Good physical and mental health. 
• Gainfully employed or otherwise financially secure. 
• Sufficient time to devote to the formation program.  
• Demonstrates leadership ability and calling to the social justice ministry of the Church. 
• If married, both oral and written support, endorsement and consent of his wife and family. His 

wife should be willing to participate in the formation process. 
• A commitment to celibacy is required of non-married candidates, as well as widowers. 

 Time 7:00 PM - 8:00 PM  Time 7:00 PM – 8:00 PM 
 Wednesday January 4, 2023  Friday  January 6, 2023 
 Tuesday January 10, 2023  Thursday January 12, 2023 
  
 ZOOM meeting Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8745798692 
  Phone Connection: 1 408 638 0968  Meeting ID: 874 579 8692# 

 
Wives are encouraged to attend 

 
For additional information contact, Diocesan Office of Clergy Services 

Cielo Barroso-Branco, 510-267-8356 CBranco@oakdiocese.org 
 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8745798692


When you sponsor through 
Unbound, you help a child 
and family achieve their 
God-given potential. You 
walk with them on their path 
to change.

We’re all part of one 
human family created 
in God’s image. As a 
sponsor with Unbound, 
you’ll get the satisfaction 
of knowing you’re living 
out your faith as part of 
a caring and inclusive 
global community. You’ll 
also learn about your new 
friend from letters and 
photos, and you can write 
and send photos, too!

help 
a child

MAIL TO:
Unbound 
P.O. Box 219114 
Kansas City, MO 64121-9114 

You can also sponsor online 
at unbound.org  
or call (800) 875-6564.

I WANT TO SPONSOR:

o Any child     o Girl     o Boy     o Youth     o Elder

o I would like to contribute through my bank account or credit card (see reverse). 

o Enclosed is my first monthly contribution of $40. 
      (Please do not send cash. Make checks payable to Unbound.)

Name _____________________________________________________________________________  

Address  __________________________________________________________________________

City ______________________________ State ______________________ Zip Code ______________

Daytime phone ( _____ ) _________________ Email  _____________________________________

Parish _______________________________________                   

I want to sponsor:

Getting an education can 
be especially hard for 
young people faced with 
poverty. Your support 
provides resources and 
encouragement. It says, 
“I believe in you.”

Elders often experience 
difficulties related to 
nutrition, health care 
and social isolation. Your 
support helps an elder 
with needs like food, 
health care, home visits 
and group activities. 

befriend 
an elder



Unbound is listed in the 
Official Catholic Directory.

AUTOMATIC BANK WITHDRAWAL
I hereby authorize a direct debit from my checking account each month for 
payment to Unbound. (Please attach voided check.)

Routing #

Account #__________________________________________________________________ 

Amount $_________.00 

Authorized Signature______________________________________ Date_____________

You may cancel this agreement anytime by contacting Unbound at  
(800) 875-6564 or 1 Elmwood Avenue, Kansas City, KS 66103.  
Please allow 2 business days to cancel.

CREDIT CARD AUTHORIZATION

I authorize Unbound to charge my credit card in the amount of:

o $40 Monthly  o $120 Quarterly o $240 Semi-annually  o $480 Annually  

Card #__________________________________________________________

Expiration date ______/______

Cardholder name_________________________________________________

Signature______________________________________  Date_____________

So that we may process and provide a receipt for your contribution, please complete the 
contact information section on the front of this form.

WHO WE ARE
Unbound is an international development organization founded 
by lay Catholics and grounded in the Gospel call to put the needs 
of the marginalized and vulnerable first. We build relationships of 
mutual respect that bridge cultural, economic and religious divides. 
We work side by side with people of diverse faith traditions in Latin 
America, Asia and Africa.

HOW WE WORK
We believe the surest path out of poverty is a self-directed one. 
Sponsored individuals and families use your support to work 
toward goals like education, dignified housing, better nutrition 
and developing livelihoods. Mothers lead the way in our programs 
through active participation in small groups. From accessing 
microloans to starting small businesses and forming their own 
credit cooperatives, mothers are creating paths to self-sufficiency 
for their families.

HIGHLY RATED STEWARDSHIP
Unbound receives top ratings from independent charity evaluators. 
This demonstrates the work we put into solid financial stewardship. 
Visit unbound.org/financials for details.

Please print clearly. 

4% fundraising
3.4% administration

SOURCE: 2020 FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

3.5% administration
3.9% fundraising

“Unbound has given me a way to put my faith 

in action. As an Unbound sponsor, I have 

had the opportunity to be part of a reliable 

community which gives hope and helps others 

to achieve their dreams.”

— Lillian Acevedo, Unbound sponsor since 1986

Sponso r onl ine at unbound.o rg 
o r cal l (800) 875-6564
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