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Parish Newsletter 
For 
4 December 2022 
 

 
THE SECOND SUNDAY OF 
ADVENT 
 
From Father Robert – Reflecting On The 
Gospel 
During Advent, one strong voice that tries to 
rouse us to the demands of our discipleship 
is that of John the Baptist.  He comes from 
the wilderness – the privileged place of 
covenant making and the dangerous 
environment of temptation to covenant 
breaking – eager to share what he has 
learned there. 
 
In “those days” of new beginnings, the Spirit 
thrusts John the Baptist onto the banks of the 
Jordan River to be Israel’s awakener to what 
God will do in and through Jesus.  
Sharpened in wisdom and words by his 
desert experience, John cuts his way through 
hypocrisy and sinfulness, and offers to the 
Jordan crowd his baptism of repentance. 

Unlike Luke, Matthew has no infancy 
introduction to the Baptist.  We might be 
eager for “dear little baby Jesus,” but the 
Lectionary demands that we first go through 
“checkpoint John” to be examined for our 
integrity, our repentance, our fruits of 
justice, before we approach the adult Christ.  
John is not an elegant preacher, a person of 
the establishment, or someone who would 
make the most acceptable parishioners.  He 
is disturbing.  He had found his voice in the 
desert’s eloquent silence.  Shaggy in dress, 
he is clothed like a new Elijah.  John’s 
sudden appearance may be the evangelists’ 
way of reminding us of one emphasis of last 
Sunday’s readings:  that God’s action in 
history is often unexpected.  Matthew 
applies to John the words of consolation of 
Second Isaiah, originally addressed to the 
returning Babylonian exiles in the sixth 
century BCE. 
 
But whereas Isaiah dreamed of God cutting 
a smooth way home through the wilderness 
for His people, in today’s gospel it is the 
Baptist’s strident and fiery words that blaze 
a trail for the coming of God-with-us in 
Christ.  The wilderness is not just the 
physical place in which the Baptist preaches; 
it is also the barren places of our heart in 
which a trail of repentance needs to be cut. 
 
It was at the Jordan River that the Hebrews 
came out of their wilderness wandering and 
crossed through the waters into the Promised 
Land.  Over twelve hundred years later, the 
Baptist calls their descendants into the 
waters for another transition, another entry 
into the promises of God.  If, in retrospect, 
the calendar year that we’ll soon finish 
seems to have been something of a desert 
wandering – personally, politically, socially, 
and ecclesially – Advent is a call to new 
hope and conversion to Christ.  The biblical 
meaning of “repentance” to which John 
summon us is much more than just “being 
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sorry.”  It implies a radical change in our 
attitudes and matters of the heart, a total 
transformation of our priorities, the 
beginning and end of everything in us that is 
not God. 
 
Sunday after Sunday during Advent, we 
light a candle on the Great Advent Wreath:  
a fragile flame that reminds us that in these 
weeks we are preparing to renew the 
welcome into our lives of the vulnerable 
One Who was announced by a star rising in 
the darkness and a song echoing through the 
night. 
 

 
For Further Reflection, Meditation, and 
Sharing 
The gospel describes John’s eccentricities 
with some detail.  Who or what in your life 
do you write off as “odd?”  How might God 
be present to you through them? 
 
Paul names God as “the God of endurance 
and encouragement.”  Where do you need 
endurance and encouragement this Advent?  
How can your community help? 
 
The psalm for today speaks of rescuing the 
poor; how can you be part of God’s work of 

supporting those who live in poverty this 
Advent? 
 

 
Living Liturgy – Justice Shall Flourish 
In this season of preparation, John the 
Baptist reminds us to look deep into our 
lives in search of the things that distract us 
from bringing peace and justice into the 
world.  Repentance requires a shaking up of 
the regular, daily routine of how we choose 
to belong to God and to each other in 
harmony.  The nature of the Advent Season 
engages our greater awareness; it draws us 
away from the regular and challenges us to 
risk making changes to our normal pattern.  
The changes we choose to make ought to 
lead us closer to the kingdom of God that 
Isaiah describes:  a peaceable kingdom 
where justice will flourish.  How will our 
liturgical celebrations prepare the way to 
peace?  How might they be brave enough to 
elevate justice? 
 
The artwork of John August Swanson 
provides gentle reminders that the pathways 
to peace are taken in small steps.  In his 
serigraph painting, Psalm 85, psalm texts of 
justice and peace meld into a farming scene 
as characters go about their daily tasks of 
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planting and harvesting.  Swanson’s delicate 
serigraph work shows us that with each tiny 
touch of the artist’s hand, through a long 
process, a beautiful scene comes together.  
With any Swanson art piece, the more 
attention you pay, the more you see.  
Sowing peace and justice into our heart and 
into the world requires small changes or 
shifts in our daily routine.  Repentance urges 
us to step out of ourselves and into 
community, paying attention to the little 
details that we have overlooked, tending the 
blind spots, and sharpening our vision to see 
God’s kingdom that is already here.  Within 
John the Baptist’s call to repent, we discover 
an invitation to shift our heart back to God, 
to reflect on what it means to do things a 
little differently, and to share space that will 
deepen our communal identity of inclusive 
belonging. 
 

 
Brentwood Community Chorus Concert 
This afternoon at 3:00 p.m., the Brentwood 
Community Chorus will return once again to 
perform a concert of Christmas Music.  The 
concert is free to all and will last 
approximately an hour and a half.  In 
addition, there will also be pieces performed 
on handbells.  It promises to be a very 
enjoyable program that will help bring us 
into the Spirit of the Season.   I hope you 
will be able to join us. 

 
This coming Thursday, December 8th, is the 
Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary, a Holy Day of 
Obligation.  We are privileged to gather for 
Holy Eucharist at 8:00 a.m. and again at 
7:30 p.m. in the evening. 
 

 
Next Sunday, December 11th, during our 
10:00 a.m. Eucharist, the Children of the 
parish will participate in the liturgy by 
bringing fresh roses in procession to the 
Icon of Our Lady of Guadalupe, which will 
be placed above the ambo in honor of her 
feast which is December 12th.  In addition, 
they will be wearing cultural costumes that 
include sombreros and sarapes.  Following 
the liturgy, we will all celebrate her feast 
with Pan Dulce and Hot Chocolate.  For 
more information and to have your child/ren 
participate, please contact Shelli Daviess, 
Coordinator of Faith Formation at the parish 
office. 
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Today, The Second Sunday of Advent, The 
Giving Tree is once again in the narthex 
inviting your participation in providing Gift 
Cards for the children of our adopted 
parochial school of St. Peter Martyr.  Gift 
Cards in any amount are to be returned to 
the Tree no later than next weekend, The 
Third Sunday of Advent in order to get them 
to the families of the students in time for 
Christmas.  Thank you for what you will do 
to make this Christmas just a little bit 
brighter for our students. 
 

 
Our Christmas Environment 
Our Art & Environment Committee invites 
you once again to contribute to the Flower 
Fund either In Honor of or In Loving 
Memory of a family member, loved one, or 
friends to help them created the beautiful 
and appropriate environment for Christmas 
and its season.  The wreathes, garlands, 
panels of cloth beside the Icons, the candles, 
floral arrangements, Christmas Lights, and 
poinsettias would not be possible without 
your generosity.  Please use the Christmas 
Flower Envelopes provided on the credenza 
and which will also be included with this 

year’s Christmas Letter.  All contributions 
will be acknowledged in the Parish 
Newsletters of the Christmas Season.  Thank 
you for what you will do to help our 
sanctuary reflect the beauty of Christmas 
and its Season this year. 
 

 
Our Filipino Community invites the parish 
community to join them for this year’s 
observance of Simbang Gabi, nine days of 
prayer, worship, and fellowship as we 
prepare for the Christmas Feast.  Once again 
this year, the Eucharistic Liturgies of 
Simbang Gabi will be celebrated in the 
evening, beginning on December 15th 
through the 23rd at 7:00 p.m. each night in 
our sanctuary.  A lite boxed supper will be 
provided for each person at the conclusion 
of each evening’s celebration.  Father 
Richard and I are honored to be the presiders 
and homilists for these liturgies.  I hope you 
will be able to join us for some, if not all of 
the Liturgies. 
 

 
Our Parish Advent Penance Service will be 
held on Wednesday, December 14th at 
7:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary.  The liturgy will 
consist of music, singing, scripture, 
reflection, brief homily, Examination of 
Conscience, and an opportunity for 
individual reconciliation.  There will also be 
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Communal Penance Services celebrated at 
each parish in the Deanery.  Please see the 
complete schedule at another place in the 
newsletter. 
 

 
Christmas Eve, Saturday, December 24th 
4:00 p.m.  Eucharist with the Children of 
the Parish telling the Story of Christmas; 
Organ, Carols, and Cantors 
 
9:00 p.m.  The Eucharist of Christmas 
Night; Procession, Organ, Carols, 
Candlelight, Choir 
 
Christmas Day, Sunday, December 25th 
8:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, 
Procession, Organ, Carols, and Cantors 
 
New Year’s Eve, Saturday, December 31st 
4:00 p.m.  Holy Eucharist, The Vigil for 
the Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 
and the Octave Day of Christmas; Organ, 
Carols, and Cantors 
 
New Year’s Day, Sunday, January 1, 2023 
The Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 
and the Octave Day of Christmas 
 
8:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m.  Holy Eucharist, 
Procession, Organ, Carols, and Cantors 

 
Each week I have the blessing of 
recognizing some of the many volunteers 

who do so much for the parish throughout 
each week. 
 
Thank you to those who clean the sanctuary 
and the bathrooms in preparation for the 
coming weekend:  Jun Bajet, Reno and 
Thelma Benasfre, Mency Osborne, 
Angela Bueno, Ada Nnaji, Jean Rogers, 
Al Cosce, Carole Miller, Steve Rojek, and 
Phil Hadsell. 
 
To Virginia Noack who vacuums the 
carpets at the entrance to the church each 
day, empties the waste receptacles in the 
restrooms as well as making sure they are 
clean and ready for use. 
 
To Lisa Lombardo who records our 
liturgies and uploads them to our YouTube 
Channel for those who cannot be with us in 
person. 
 
To our Parish Office Volunteers:  Alicia 
Perez, Melodye Costanza, Lorraine 
Lohmeier, and Bev Iacona. 
 
To our Parish Security Team:  Don Benson, 
Steve Rojek, Tony Gumina, Dave 
Simpson, Brian McCoy, Tom and Stevie 
Catchings, Jose Perez, and Bill 
Barbanica.  
 
To those who help and assist Estrella Rusk, 
Financial Secretary, with accounting, data 
entry, recording, and banking. 
 
To our Liturgical Ministers:  Ushers, 
Greeters, Lectors, Eucharistic Ministers, 
Altar Servers, Cantors, Sacristans, Altar 
Guild, Adult Acolytes, Art & 
Environment Committee Members, 
Liturgy Committee Members, Funeral 
Coordinators, and Lori Curiel who 
launders and irons the Sacred Linens. 
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Our Advent Environment 
On behalf of all of us, I wish to thank the 
members of our Art & Environment 
Committee, along with additional 
parishioners, who joined us on Friday after 
Thanksgiving to transform the sanctuary 
from Fall/Autumn to Advent:  Gina 
Quintanilla, Tom and Stevie Catchings, 
Leo and Minnie Rivera, Rich Confetti, 
Doris Radovan, Tony and Claudia 
Gumina, Jo Simoncini, Don Benson, Joe 
Lozano, Pablo and Norma Villegas, Pat 
Kramer, Dave Simpson, Patricia Britton, 
Carlyn Costello, Christopher King, 
Maryanne Cabico (visiting from the 
Philippines), and Estrella Rusk.  Once 
again, they have created an environment that 
speaks to the season:  appropriate, prayerful, 
supportive of our worship for these brief, 
four weeks leading up to Christmas.  It is 
also cumulative as each week, you will 
experience another aspect of the 
environment being added to as we get closer 
to Christmas. 
 
This past Thursday morning, the members 
of the Art & Environment Committee 
continued their work to the environment, 
building towards Christmas by adding the 
lighted garland and lighted wreathes and 
removing the large Aptos Blue Sequoia 
swags from the both the East and West 
Walls as well as the arrangements at the 
Icons of Our Lady of Perpetual Help and 
Christ in Majesty.  Our thanks to:  Pablo 
Villegas, Leo and Minnie Rivera, Dave 
Simpson, Christine Shoemaker, Doris 
Radovan, Tom and Stevie Catchings, 

Rich Confetti, Fr. Robert, Don Benson, 
and Peter Degl’Innocenti. 
 

 
Jarrod Bolliger, the Managing Partner with 
Oakview Memorial Park here in Antioch, 
the cemetery next to Holy Cross, contacted 
me this past week and asked if I would bring 
to the attention of our parishioners that he 
has two job openings for immediate 
employment.  One job is for grounds 
maintenance and the other is for the 
operation of the crematory, with very good 
possibilities for advancement and 
certification.  If you would be interested in 
either of these positions, please contact me, 
Father Robert, 925-778-0768 (parish office). 
 

 
Thank you to all who were able to attend 
St. Ignatius of Antioch’s Advent Retreat, 
The Church of the Future: A Busy Person’s 
Retreat. To Sister Patricia Bruno, O.P. 
and Father Jude Siciliano, O.P. who gave 
us the gift of quieting ourselves, 
disconnecting from the usual hustle of 
technology and reconnecting with the gift 
that is our church and our faith, my deepest 
thanks. 
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The Advent Retreat was also presented by 
Young Ladies Grand Institute; Antioch 
#101, Knights of Columbus, Parish 
Council, Finance Council, Martha’s 
Guild and our Confirmation Students. 
Thank you all so much for your immediate 
response to help with the retreat when asked. 
 
A special thank you also to Steve Rojek for 
all of the assistance he gave to Sister 
Patricia, Father Jude and to all of us over 
these three days as well as our Director of 
Music, Karen Hastings-Flegel, the cantors 
and choir. And to Father Robert for the 
gift of the Advent Retreat to our parish. 
 
May God continue to bless all of you. 
Merry Christmas. 
Shelli Daviess 
Faith Formation Coordinator 
 

 
Adult Confirmation Registration 
Now Open 
Registration for classes to be taken before 
the sacrament of Confirmation is 
administered by the bishop at the Cathedral 
on February 4, 2023 is now open.  
 
Classes will be from 7:30 to 9:00 pm in the 
Church Office on the following dates: 
January 12, 19, 26, and February 2, 2023.  
 
Please contact the Adult Confirmation 
Coordinator, Peter Degl’Innocenti at 1-(925) 
756-6172 as soon as possible. A recent copy 
of your Baptism Certificate will be required 
by the Diocese.  
 

 
At each liturgy a couple of weeks ago, 
Karen Hastings-Flegel, our Director of 
Music Ministry and Organist, spoke to share 
with us some information about our Music 
Ministry and especially the Choir.  All 
members of the parish are invited to join the 
Choir and share the God-given gift of your 
voice to enrich our worship.  We are 
especially in need of MEN in order to have 
tenors and basses singing in their proper 
parts.  No auditions are necessary!   
Rehearsals are on Thursday evenings from 
7:00 to 9:00 p.m. in the sanctuary.  The 
choir has begun to prepare the music for the 
Christmas Season and now is the time to 
join to learn and prepare the wonderful and 
beautiful music of this season.   
 
Karen is also looking for parishioners who 
play various instruments.  Please speak to 
her or give her a call to offer your gift in 
service to the parish.   
 
Singers who would be interested in being 
trained as Cantors are also in need.  Again, 
please call the office to speak to Karen or go 
up to her at the organ console to visit with 
her as well. 
 
The Choir plays a major role in supporting 
our sung prayer at each liturgy as we sing 
the hymns, psalms, acclamations and as they 
enrich our singing with harmony as well as 
singing anthems to enrich our worship. 
I hope you will offer yourself in service 
through Music Ministry. 
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Church of the Future Retreat 
Presented by Fr. Jude Siciliano, O.P. and 
Sr. Patricia Bruno, O.P. 
“Blessed are those called to the supper of the 
Lamb,” blessed also were those who were 
able to participate in any or all of the retreat 
presentations this past week. It was indeed 
an uplifting of the spirit that was long 
needed by the uniqueness of its presentation 
within our church community. 
 
Fr. Jude and Sr. Patricia have been doing 
what they call their “Busy Person’s” retreat 
for many years including their last visit to us 
5 years ago. This time around they willingly 
modified the format of the retreat to focus 
on the nature of what the Catholic Church of 
the future might be. They included a great 
many sayings, actions, and official writings 
of Pope Francis as he guides the Church on 
a renewed course into the future. They were 
impressed with the extent and depth of our 
involvement in the local MAP project and 
the world-wide synod coming out of Rome. 
As they were impressed with us, so too were 
we impressed with them. Whether it was the 
daily morning Liturgy followed by scripture 
reflection in our parish hall or the evening 
rituals with their special spiritual focus on 
light, bread, and oil, a newness of the love of 
God for each and every one of us was 
conveyed through the soft caring and 
mellowed voices of Fr. Jude and Sr. Patricia.  
 
Many of us have participated in group 
reflections on scripture or spiritual 
symbology, but these sessions seemed to 
captivate the soul and open the heart to 

speak with an openness seldom heard. 
Perhaps it is the visage of two white-haired 
grandparent-like facilitators that puts us to 
an extra degree of ease and comfort, giving 
us added security to risk and share without 
inhibitions that make their retreats so 
special, so heartwarming, and so renewing 
as to make lasting changes in our lives.  
 
During this busy time of year and this busy 
year within the new millennium, there is so 
much to look forward to. When the future 
seems to be rushing in on us too fast; there, 
to calm the sea of confusion and let the ship 
of the Church glide silently through still 
waters were Fr. Jude and Sr. Patricia. 
Blessed indeed were those who were able to 
spend a morning or an evening with them in 
the company of fellow parishioners.  
 
Peter Degl’Innocenti 
Pastoral Associate  
 

 
United States of America Air Force Band 
of the West Christmas Concert At 
El Campanil Theater 
One of the most thrilling bands to play at 
our own El Campanil Theater is the United 
States Air Force Band of the West which 
will present a Christmas Concert on Sunday, 
December 4th, at 3:00 p.m.  You do not want 
to miss this great opportunity to hear one of 
the finest military bands in our country.  For 
more information and FREE RESERVED 
SEATS, contact the El Campanil Theater. 
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Justice Corner by Carolyn Krantz, 
Pastoral Associate 
The first reading paints a magical picture:  
wolf lying down with the lamb, justice 
flourishing and the land filled with peace.  It 
is as if it is dreaming of a time to come, 
where children guide us playfully and 
everything is shiny.  Ah, would that it were 
so.  We are asked to hold this picture in our 
hearts after Thanksgiving family fights, and 
increased sickness throughout the land.  We 
are asked to dream these possibilities in the 
midst of increased war and shootings even 
down the street from our church.  Hard to 
do. 
 
But let's dig deeper.  What is this passage 
really about?  When Jesus came, there were 
as many problems as today – wars, sickness, 
murder and lust for power.  But He told of a 
kingdom of justice and truth and said we 
could bring it about through love. 
 
We pray for “fullness of peace forever” as 
we work every day for peace in our ordinary 
lives.  Each little step we make toward peace 
helps to bring this kingdom a little closer.  
So choose one place this week where you 
can further peace within family or with a 
neighbor or at work.  Give a little love to the 
person that most needs it in your life and 
you will have advanced the kingdom of 
peace a little closer. 
 
The epistle again speaks of endurance, that 
important virtue that helps us keep going 
when times are tough.  In the darkness of 
winter, it is hard to gather yourself into 

hope, but that is what Advent is asking of us.  
The Jews kept hope alive for all the time 
from Abraham to the time of Christ.  We 
must use the silence of Advent to hope for a 
better world, a world without assault rifles 
and constant killings.  We must strengthen 
our faith that peace is possible and do all we 
can to make it a reality.  How are you 
bringing peace into the world we have 
today?  Christ has no hands but ours. 
 
In the gospel John the Baptist anticipates the 
hardness of hearts of the Pharisees.  He 
screams at them “You brood of vipers!”  Go 
ahead and scream it at our modern-day 
Pharisees.  We have plenty of them, people 
out for themselves with no feelings for the 
suffering of others. 
 
We must be like John the Baptist, “The 
voice of one crying in the desert.”  Jesus 
baptizes us with the fire of suffering, but 
with this winnowing fan in his hand.  He 
will sweep away the vipers and gather us 
into his barn for all eternity. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 







 
Diocese of Oakland 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Are you being called? 
 

Diaconate Formation Information Meetings 
 

“By ordination, particularly and officially committed to service, the deacon is to inspire, promote and help coordinate the 
service that the whole Church must undertake in imitation of Christ. He has a special responsibility to identify to the 
Church those who are in need and particularly those who are without power of voice at the margins of our society. 
Among such people, the deacon is to speak about Christ and to offer them the Church’s varied assistance. But in the 
Church, he is also to speak about the needy, to articulate their needs, and to inspire and mobilize the whole community’s 
response. He thus becomes a representative figure in whom the Church reaches out to the needy and the needy 
challenge the Church.”  (National Conference of Catholic Bishops: Permanent Deacons in the United States – Guidelines on Their Formation and 
Ministry – 1984 Revision, par 37) 

 

Candidate Qualifications 

• Practicing Catholic for 10 years or more. 
• Must have received the Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation, Eucharist, and be validly 

married by the Church, if applicable. 
• At least 33 years of age but not older than 60 years of age at the time of application.  
• Good physical and mental health. 
• Gainfully employed or otherwise financially secure. 
• Sufficient time to devote to the formation program.  
• Demonstrates leadership ability and calling to the social justice ministry of the Church. 
• If married, both oral and written support, endorsement and consent of his wife and family. His 

wife should be willing to participate in the formation process. 
• A commitment to celibacy is required of non-married candidates, as well as widowers. 

 Time 7:00 PM - 8:00 PM  Time 7:00 PM – 8:00 PM 
 Wednesday January 4, 2023  Friday  January 6, 2023 
 Tuesday January 10, 2023  Thursday January 12, 2023 
  
 ZOOM meeting Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8745798692 
  Phone Connection: 1 408 638 0968  Meeting ID: 874 579 8692# 

 
Wives are encouraged to attend 

 
For additional information contact, Diocesan Office of Clergy Services 

Cielo Barroso-Branco, 510-267-8356 CBranco@oakdiocese.org 
 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8745798692
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