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Parish Newsletter 
For 
11 December 2022 

 
THE THIRD SUNDAY OF 
ADVENT 
It is the experience of many prison chaplains 
that when prisoners are on death row, they 
frequently – and understandably – ask life-
and-death questions that would never have 
occurred to them before.  Almost two 
thousand years ago, Matthew describes the 
poignant questions that John the Baptist asks 
of Jesus through the messengers he has sent 
to Him from Herod’s prison.  Doubts breed 
in loneliness and darkness, and they take 
John a long way from his confident self 
whom we met on Jordan’s banks in last 
Sunday’s gospel.  With desperate hope, John 
sends his disciples with the question, “Are 
you the one who is to come, or should we 
look for another? 
 
Jesus’ response echoes the Baptist’s own 
convictions that we heard him voice last 
week:  it is by their fruits that men or 
women of the kingdom are recognized.  
Jesus reminds John’s messengers about the 
fruits of His own ministry:  Jesus has 
harvested the blind who see again, the lame 
who now dance for joy, the lepers who can 
again kiss their loved ones, the deaf who are 
startled by a birdsong, the dead who are 

raised to life.  Take this good news to John, 
says Jesus. 
 
As the Baptist’s disciples depart, Jesus turns 
to the crowd to praise John in terms that 
would make an excellent Advent review of 
life for us.  John was not a vacillating 
crowd-please, not a reed that bends in the 
wind of public opinion.  He was not a 
compromiser, not a well-dressed and 
powerful “in-group” person, not a political 
entrepreneur or someone welcome at 
prestigious places like Herod’s palace. 
Where John did end up was in Herod’s 
prison, and there he would lose his head, but 
never his heart, to that king’s lack of 
integrity and fear of losing face.  John’s 
heart had been lost long ago to Jesus, and no 
doubt the message sent back to him in prison 
confirmed John in his love and offered him 
the truth that the way to deep faith so often 
goes through deep doubt.  Do we, at least to 
some degree, measure up to such praise – or 
blame? 
 
The prophets had strong faith in the 
transformation that God could work in the 
barren wilderness (the physical and the 
spiritual ones), and throughout the weeks of 
Advent in Year A, Isaiah sings and dreams 
of the transformation that God’s coming will 
work.  Just as Israel came through the long 
wilderness wandering to enter into the 
Promised Land, so God will again lead His 
people out of the desert of apathy and 
despair.  Creation will be healed, and the 
wasteland of human disabilities, fears, 
disappointments, and oppression will 
blossom into joy when watered by God’s 
grace.  Isaiah is speaking from experience; 
he has been through humiliation, slavery, 
and exile, but he assures us that we must 
keep on dreaming – not as people of the 
night who wake to find their dreams are 
fleeting and insubstantial, but as dangerous 
daytime dreamers who act with open eyes, 
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unsealed ears, and embodied resolve to 
make their dreams of the reign of God a 
reality.  John the Baptist was such a 
dangerous, practical dreamer. 
 

 
Some Questions For Further Reflection, 
Meditation, and Sharing 
Jesus tells John’s followers to witness to 
Jesus’ work; if you were asked to give an 
account of what you have seen, what would 
you say?  Where in your life have you 
witnessed God’s healing work? 
 
The second reading is all abut patience; 
where do you need patience in your life? 
How can we train our eyes to see God at 
work in the ordinary things of our lives? 
 

 
Living Liturgy – Encounter Joy 
I hope you can take some time during these 
Advent days to think of the things that bring 

you the most joy – moments that make your 
soul sing, conversations that revive your 
spirit, situations that grant hope that saves 
us.  Francis, Bishop of Rome, reminds us his 
encyclical, Evangeli Gaudium, that “the joy 
of the gospel fills the heart and lives of all 
who encounter Jesus.”  On this Gaudete 
Sunday, we are reminded of the encounter 
and experience of the presence of Jesus in 
the blind, the lame, the leper, the dead, the 
deceased, and the poor.  Francis’ call 
beckons us to an understanding of the joy of 
salvation rooted in encounter with Jesus in 
the other.  Look out for signs of joy, for 
signs of life and of the saving action of God 
in our daily routine.  Locate these saving 
actions in the present moment and in our 
shared living. 
 
Pierre Teilhard de Chardin insists:  “Above 
all, trust in the slow work of God.”  Perhaps 
we could swap in a word – rejoice in the 
slow work of God.  While we await the 
coming of the Lord, rejoice in the present 
and patient waiting.  Embrace a patient trust 
in God.  Why wait to find joy when we 
could rejoice now in our waiting?  The 
psalmist praises the trustworthy God Who 
cares for the helpless, with the refrain taken 
from the Isaiah reading, turning it into a 
plea:  You, the God Who cares for the weak, 
save us; come now!  And yet we are aware 
that God has already saved us.  A deep 
encounter with Jesus dwells in these 
moments of quiet certainty and uncertainty, 
when we open up ourselves to trusting God 
through the despair and distress that threaten 
our lives.  In our world, through the realities 
of homelessness and food insecurity that 
exist in so many cities, we both praise our 
faithful God for the little we have and plead 
for God to come quickly and save us. 
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This morning, during our 10:00 a.m. 
Eucharist, the Children of the parish will 
participate in the liturgy by bringing fresh 
roses in procession to the Icon of Our Lady 
of Guadalupe, which will be placed above 
the ambo in honor of her feast which is 
tomorrow, Monday, December 12th.  In 
addition, they will be wearing cultural 
costumes that include sombreros and 
sarapes.  Following the liturgy, we will all 
celebrate her feast with Pan Dulce and Hot 
Chocolate.  Thank you to the children and 
their families who have helped to make 
today’s celebration even more special! 
 

 
The Giving Tree has been in the narthex 
since The First Sunday of Advent, inviting 
your participation in providing Gift Cards 
for the children of our adopted parochial 
school of St. Peter Martyr.  Gift Cards for 
Target in any amount are to be returned this 
weekend, The Third Sunday of Advent, in 
order to get them to the families of the 
students in time for Christmas.  Thank you 
for what you will do to make this Christmas 
just a little bit brighter for our students. 

 
Our Christmas Environment 
Our Art & Environment Committee invites 
you once again to contribute to the Flower 
Fund either In Honor of or In Loving 
Memory of a family member, loved one, or 
friends to help them created the beautiful 
and appropriate environment for Christmas 
and its season.  The wreathes, garlands, 
panels of cloth beside the Icons, the candles, 
floral arrangements, Christmas Lights, and 
poinsettias would not be possible without 
your generosity.  Please use the Christmas 
Flower Envelopes provided on the credenza 
and which will also be included with this 
year’s Christmas Letter.  All contributions 
will be acknowledged in the Parish 
Newsletters of the Christmas Season.  Thank 
you for what you will do to help our 
sanctuary reflect the beauty of Christmas 
and its Season this year. 
 

 
Our Filipino Community invites the parish 
community to join them for this year’s 
observance of Simbang Gabi, nine days of 
prayer, worship, and fellowship as we 
prepare for the Christmas Feast.  Once again 
this year, the Eucharistic Liturgies of 
Simbang Gabi will be celebrated in the 
evening, beginning this Thursday, 
December 15th through Friday, the 23rd at 
7:00 p.m. each night in our sanctuary.  A lite 
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boxed supper will be provided for each 
person at the conclusion of each evening’s 
celebration.  Father Richard and I are 
honored to be the presiders and homilists for 
these liturgies.  I hope you will be able to 
join us for some, if not all of the Liturgies. 
 

 
Our Parish Advent Penance Service will be 
held this Wednesday, December 14th at 
7:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary.  The liturgy will 
consist of music, singing, scripture, 
reflection, brief homily, Examination of 
Conscience, and an opportunity for 
individual reconciliation.  There will also be 
Communal Penance Services celebrated at 
each parish in the Deanery.  Please see the 
complete schedule at another place in the 
newsletter. 
 

 
Christmas Eve, Saturday, December 24th 
4:00 p.m.  Eucharist with the Children of 
the Parish telling the Story of Christmas; 
Organ, Carols, and Cantors 
 
9:00 p.m.  The Eucharist of Christmas 
Night; Procession, Organ, Carols, 
Candlelight, Choir 
 
Christmas Day, Sunday, December 25th 
8:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, 
Procession, Organ, Carols, and Cantors 
 
 

New Year’s Eve, Saturday, December 31st 
4:00 p.m.  Holy Eucharist, The Vigil for 
the Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 
and the Octave Day of Christmas; Organ, 
Carols, and Cantors 
 
New Year’s Day, Sunday, January 1, 2023 
The Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 
and the Octave Day of Christmas 
8:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m.  Holy Eucharist, 
Procession, Organ, Carols, and Cantors 
 

 
Parish Hosts Holiday Dinner at 
Los Medanos Village 
Los Medanos Village is a 71-unit affordable 
housing unit in Pittsburg.  Hope Solutions 
provides case management for the families 
and coordinates a highly successful after-
school homework program for the children.  
 
The pandemic broke a 9-year tradition of 
hosting a Holiday Dinner for the residents. 
But last Wednesday, a group of our 
parishioners were able to resume the 
tradition. They purchased, prepared, and 
served a delicious meal that included fresh 
fruit (apples and mandarins), dinner rolls, 
barbequed tri-tip, scalloped potatoes, roasted 
vegetables (broccoli, brussels sprouts, 
carrots, cauliflower, green beans, and 
peppers), grilled zucchini, and a variety of 
homemade holiday cookies for dessert. 
Sparkling apple cider rounded out the menu. 
 
Many thanks Will Avitabile, Phil Hadsell, 
Sue Howell, Brian McCoy, Vicki McCoy 
& Catherine Vidaurri for their hard work 
and contributions to this parish outreach 
project. 
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Thank You Volunteers 
Each week I have the blessing of 
recognizing some of the many volunteers 
who do so much for the parish throughout 
each week. 
 
Thank you to those who clean the sanctuary 
and the bathrooms in preparation for the 
coming weekend:  Angela Bueno, Carole 
Miller, Ada Nnaji, Steve Rojek, Mency 
Osborne, Jun Bajet, Al Cosce, and Phil 
Hadsell. 

To Virginia Noack who vacuums the 
carpets at the entrance to the church each 
day, empties the waste receptacles in the 
restrooms as well as making sure they are 
clean and ready for use. 

To Lisa Lombardo who records our 
liturgies and uploads them to our YouTube 
Channel for those who cannot be with us in 
person. 

To our Parish Office Volunteers:  Alicia 
Perez, Melodye Costanza, Lorraine 
Lohmeier, and Bev Iacona. 

To our Parish Security Team:  John 
Connelly, Don Benson, Steve Rojek, Tony 
Gumina, Dave Simpson, Brian McCoy, 
Tom and Stevie Catchings, Jose Perez, 
and Bill Barbanica.   

To those who help and assist Estrella Rusk, 
Financial Secretary, with accounting, data 
entry, recording, and banking. 

To our Liturgical Ministers:  Ushers, 
Greeters, Lectors, Eucharistic Ministers, 
Altar Servers, Cantors, Sacristans, Altar 
Guild, Adult Acolytes, Art & 
Environment Committee Members, 
Liturgy Committee Members, Funeral 
Coordinators, and Lori Curiel who 
launders and irons the Sacred Linens. 

To those who prepared the Christmas Letter 
mailer:  Bernice Campbell, Clem 
Bushman, Marguerite Bloomfield, Nancy 
Newton, Jane Enos, Carole Miller, 
Lorraine Lohmeier, Bev Iacona, Kathy 
and Vince Augusta, and Yolanda Lord. 

To the members of the Art & Environment 
Committee who continued the installation of 
the environment for Christmas this past 
Thursday adding the large lighted wreathes 
in the Organ Gallery, the Christmas Trees in 
each corner of the Sanctuary, the lighted 
wreathes on the outside of the sanctuary, the 
additional lighted garland on the sanctuary 
wall, and the first of the poinsettias at the 
Icons in the ambulatory:  Tom & Stevie 
Catchings, Rich Confetti, Pablo Villegas, 
Leo & Minnie Rivera, Dave Simpson, Don 
Benson, Peter Degl’Innocenti, and Father 
Robert. 

 
The Memorial Funeral Liturgy for Elisa 
Luna will be celebrated in our sanctuary 
tomorrow morning, Monday, December 12th 
at 11:00 a.m. 
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From Marla Plurkowski 
Thank you to everyone who attended our 
17th Annual St. Nicholas Dinner last 
Saturday evening.  The guests were 
welcomed into the hall where every table 
was beautifully decorated by our wonderful 
table hosts.  Thank you to our table hosts: 
Jane Sharpe, Reggia Desmond, Rose 
Necor, Pam Confetti, Maryann 
Peddicord, Alicia Perez, Estrella Rusk, 
Stevie Catchings, Doris Radovan, 
Rachelle Martin, Jeannine Ford, Virginia 
Noack, Monika Kauer, Melodye Costanza 
and Marla Plurkowski.  A big thank you to 
our table helpers: Pat Kramer, Theresa 
Nelms, Dotty Graham, Pat Britton, Ruby 
Bayson and Gina Quintanilla.   
 
We also want to thank Al Cosce, Steve 
Rojek and Phil Hadsell for set up and Jane 
and Chip Sharpe and Bob Plurkowski for 
decorating the hall.  A special thank you to 
Ritu Joshi and Emily Plurkowski for 
being fun and hospitable bartenders. 
 

The guests were served a wonderful dinner 
prepared by our own Dave Costanza and 
his crew. Thank you to Dave, Mark 
Costanza, Chad Curiel, Carole Miller and 
Tomas Lucia.  The tri tip, chicken, rice and 
green beans were excellently prepared and 
enjoyed by all.  Brian and Vicki McCoy 
once again made an outstanding winter salad 
and Will Avitabile and Catherine 
Vidaurri created delicious appetizers and a 

homemade pound cake with an orange 
liqueur topping.  Thank you again to all of 
you who made this dinner a labor of love! 
 
A special Thank You to Father Robert, aka 
St. Nicholas, who made the evening fun and 
the live auction so entertaining and exciting. 
 
Lastly, thank you to our St. Ignatius of 
Antioch Social Events Committee for all 
the work that went into this special evening.  
Thank you for honoring St. Nicholas and 
bringing us together for such a fun and 
beautiful dinner! 
 

 
Adult Confirmation Registration 
Now Open 
Registration for classes to be taken before 
the sacrament of Confirmation is 
administered by the bishop at the Cathedral 
on February 4, 2023 is now open.  
 
Classes will be from 7:30 to 9:00 pm in the 
Church Office on the following dates: 
January 12, 19, 26, and February 2, 2023.  
 
Please contact the Adult Confirmation 
Coordinator, Peter Degl’Innocenti at 1-(925) 
756-6172 as soon as possible. A recent copy 
of your Baptism Certificate will be required 
by the Diocese.  
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Justice Corner by Carolyn Krantz, Pastoral 
Associate 
Isaiah says “strengthen the hands that are 
feeble, make firm the knees that are weak.”  
The problem is that we don't like the starting 
place.  We don't want to be feeble or weak 
and yet everything in scripture says that this 
is the starting place.  We start with weakness 
and infirmity and recognize that it is where 
Jesus comes. 
 
Most of us can name the points of weakness 
in our own personality and in our lives.  We 
know we are not perfect yet we pretend 
“everything is fine.”  We don't want to look 
at the bad places, yet Isaiah says that's 
exactly where Jesus starts with us. 
 
The Epistle says “do not complain.”  We 
must balance out our goods and bads 
whether in our personalities or in family 
lives.  We must hold dear the darkness, 
waiting for the light to come.  This is the 
time of Advent.  This is the time of prayer. 
 
One of my favorite Advent songs says 
“patience people till the Lord has come.”  So 
here's the deal. First we must see and 
acknowledge the darkness, the weakness, 
the parts that are not perfect.  Then we wait 
for the Lord to touch those needy places.  
We do not complain.  We do not pretend it's 
perfect when it's not.  We hold our mistakes 
and our family issues before the Lord and 
wait. 
 
So when we identify the “parched land,” we 
can trust that “abundant flowers” are 

coming. “You, too, must be patient.  Make 
your hearts firm,” says the Epistle.  The 
Prophets and the Old Testament Saints give 
us an example (and Jesus of course) of 
waiting in hardship for the Father to reveal 
His Plan. 
 
I wonder what Mary thought as she 
experienced the cold and the search for the 
place to stay.  Did she complain?  No.  Did 
she argue with God?  No.  She suffered 
patiently to bear the birth of Jesus in the 
stable with God's creatures and the smells 
and dirt.  We must wait patiently with the 
smells and dirt of our wounded world. 
 
Today we also honor Our Lady of 
Guadalupe, my favorite virgin.  Why?  
Because she came being one with the 
oppressed Indians of the time, when 85% 
had been wiped out by killing and disease by 
Spanish conquerors.  Juan Diego tried again 
and again to get in to see the Bishop and 
give him her message.  Finally, he gathered 
roses on Tepeac and when he unfolded his 
cloak, there was the image which we still 
can see in Mexico City more than 500 years 
later. 
 
We have so many examples of Holy Ones 
who wait patiently for God to reveal his plan 
in the darkness of our sinful world.  So let us 
make that as our task this week:  no 
complaints, only trust that God will guide us 
into holiness.  There are many evils in the 
world and many faults we have yet to 
overcome. But God leads us forward in this 
time, embracing us with love. 
 
 
 





 

 

 

Solar Project Update  

December 9, 2022 
 

This week, Excite Energy and CED Greentech were onsite to begin the construction on our Solar Project. 

The necessary work to install the roof attachment hardware is nearly complete. The next steps involve 

installing the panels (126) themselves and the inverters. Once the panels and inverters are installed, 

additional work will be needed on the church’s electrical panel to integrate the system with PG&E’s 

electrical grid. The exterior installation work, weather permitting, should be completed in the next 10 

days. An inspection by the city of Antioch will be scheduled. However, before the system can be fully 

activated, PG&E must upgrade the transformer that serves the church. The timing of the transformer 

upgrade is not known at this time.  

How does it work? Briefly, when the sun shines on the solar photovoltaic system (solar panels), electrons in the solar cells start 

to move which produces direct current (DC) energy. This energy is sent to the inverter which converts DC energy to alternating 

current (AC) energy. Appliances, lights, computers, etc. in the church use AC energy.  

This project is being completed at no upfront cost to the parish. Once complete, the parish will purchase the energy produced 

by the system at a rate lower than the current and anticipated future PG&E rates.  





 
Diocese of Oakland 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Are you being called? 
 

Diaconate Formation Information Meetings 
 

“By ordination, particularly and officially committed to service, the deacon is to inspire, promote and help coordinate the 
service that the whole Church must undertake in imitation of Christ. He has a special responsibility to identify to the 
Church those who are in need and particularly those who are without power of voice at the margins of our society. 
Among such people, the deacon is to speak about Christ and to offer them the Church’s varied assistance. But in the 
Church, he is also to speak about the needy, to articulate their needs, and to inspire and mobilize the whole community’s 
response. He thus becomes a representative figure in whom the Church reaches out to the needy and the needy 
challenge the Church.”  (National Conference of Catholic Bishops: Permanent Deacons in the United States – Guidelines on Their Formation and 
Ministry – 1984 Revision, par 37) 

 

Candidate Qualifications 

• Practicing Catholic for 10 years or more. 
• Must have received the Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation, Eucharist, and be validly 

married by the Church, if applicable. 
• At least 33 years of age but not older than 60 years of age at the time of application.  
• Good physical and mental health. 
• Gainfully employed or otherwise financially secure. 
• Sufficient time to devote to the formation program.  
• Demonstrates leadership ability and calling to the social justice ministry of the Church. 
• If married, both oral and written support, endorsement and consent of his wife and family. His 

wife should be willing to participate in the formation process. 
• A commitment to celibacy is required of non-married candidates, as well as widowers. 

 Time 7:00 PM - 8:00 PM  Time 7:00 PM – 8:00 PM 
 Wednesday January 4, 2023  Friday  January 6, 2023 
 Tuesday January 10, 2023  Thursday January 12, 2023 
  
 ZOOM meeting Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8745798692 
  Phone Connection: 1 408 638 0968  Meeting ID: 874 579 8692# 

 
Wives are encouraged to attend 

 
For additional information contact, Diocesan Office of Clergy Services 

Cielo Barroso-Branco, 510-267-8356 CBranco@oakdiocese.org 
 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8745798692
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