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Parish Newsletter 
For 
18 December 2022 
 

 
THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF 
ADVENT 
 
From Father Robert – Reflecting On The 
Gospel 
Once betrothed to Joseph, Mary was truly 
his wife, not a pregnant, unwed teenager, as 
some well-meaning homilists preach.  
Betrothal was, by Jewish law, the first stage 
of marriage, a legal agreement that bestowed 
upon the couple the status of husband and 
wife.  Further proof that the betrothed were 
married are the facts that betrothal could be 
terminated only by death (after which the 
remaining spouse was considered widowed) 
or by the man divorcing his wife.  Any 
infidelity on the woman’s part during 
betrothal was regarded as adultery.  The 
strong honor code of the Middle Eastern 
world demanded that no man could take 
possession of what belonged to another, 
including a child n the womb who had been 
conceived by another man.  Joseph had his 
dreams of married life, but then comes the 
nightmare, and the painful human agony of a 
just man torn between his loyalty to the 
Jewish Torah (Law) and his love for Mary – 
pregnant, but not by him and therefore 
considered an adulteress who could possibly 

be stoned, or at least subjected to public 
humiliation. 
 
But Matthew describes Joseph a just man, 
who plans to make some attempt to 
reconcile steadfast love and law.  With deep 
unease in his soul, perhaps remembering the 
prophets’ call for “loyalty, not sacrifice”, 
Joseph decides to divorce Mary quietly to 
spare her as much public shame as possible.  
Such an attitude is an overture to the mercy 
that Jesus will show in His interpretation of 
the Law and surely a reminder to the church 
of all ages to listen to the echo of the 
prophetic words. 
 
In a dream, a messenger of God tells Joseph 
not to fear what he cannot understand, not to 
disown the mystery but enter into it.  Joseph 
wakes up and succeeds where we often fail:  
he does something about his dream.  
Obedient to God’s word, he responds for the 
first of many times “as the angel of the Lord 
had commanded.”  This biblical dreamer is 
also a person of action.  Joseph offers the 
hospitality of his love and lineage to Mary 
and to the stranger-child whom she carries 
in her womb.  He is the radically blessed 
poor man, ready to surrender the right to 
choose a name for the child, and generously 
offering to Jesus, “He Who saves,” a 
paternity not of his own flesh.  What 
onlookers might consider a scandal, Joseph 
and Mary believe is the action of the Holy 
Spirit, Who continues to do “scandalous” 
things in our midst. 
 
Joseph is cast by Matthew along the lines of 
another Joseph, the patriarch of Genesis, 
who was also a man of dreams and a man of 
God’s providence.  Out of the granaries of 
Egypt over which he was the Pharaoh’s 
chief steward, Joseph cared for his family in 
a time of famine, despite their poor 
treatment of him as a young man.  The 
Joseph of the gospel also cares 
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unobtrusively for his family, stewarding the 
Grain and the Bread that continues to feed 
our hunger at every eucharistic assembly. 
 

 
Questions for Further Reflection, 
Meditation, and Sharing 
Where have you noticed God this Advent?  
How have you embraced God’s dream for 
you as you walk the journey of discipleship? 
Where might God have been present in ways 
you failed to recognize?  Where, when, and 
in whom might you have not seen where 
God is making Himself appear?  Have you 
taken the risk of allowing Jesus to open your 
eyes, your ears, your mouth, your mind, and 
your heart? 

How will you receive hospitality during the 
upcoming holidays?  How could you 
practice hospitality to others? 
 

 
Living Liturgy:  A Silent Companion in 
Joseph 
For the Northern Hemisphere, this week 
bears its darkest days as the earth 
approaches the winter solstice.  Yet hope 
lies hidden between these days of darkness 

and unwavering light, of busy time and 
silent reflection.  Our Advent waiting 
gradually brightens, much like the fourth 
candle in the Great Wreath illumines hope 
for the journey ahead.  The Northern 
Hemisphere tilts back toward the Sun.  
God’s movement in our lives never ceases. 
 
One of Christina Rosetti’ Advent poems, 
“Earth Grown Old,” brims with mystery and 
movement.  Rosetti presents an Advent 
reflection on the uncertainties of life and on 
waiting for God’s promise and redemption.  
The poem yields more questions and reveals 
a struggle of human knowing and 
unknowing.  Might there be a “fire unfelt” 
within, an unnoticed spark inside that fuels 
deeper contemplation or perhaps bursts forth 
with active healing and hope? 
 
The angel in Matthew’s Gospel today 
appears to Joseph with such mystery and 
movement.  God’s love manifested in 
Joseph embodies faithful action and close 
accompaniment of Mary and the baby 
growing inside her.  As liturgical ministers, 
we, too, accompany our communities 
through these final days of Advent.  
Joseph’s example teaches us how to balance 
the exterior world with inner light, both in 
big and small ways.  From the ancient 
church the “O” antiphons of Advent offer 
additional perspective (whether we sing 
them this week or earlier in the season) and 
illuminate pathways of renewal leading us 
onward to Bethlehem – O Wisdom, O 
Leader of the House of Israel, O Root of 
Jesse’s Stem, O Key of David, O Radiant 
Dawn, O King of All Nations, O Emmanuel. 
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Help needed for rides to our church 
If you are interested in joining a small group 
of parishioners from each liturgy to be 
available to give rides to our parishioners so 
they can attend mass, please let me know.  
Some of our parishioners cannot afford the 
expense from their homes to use uber.  Any 
one requesting a ride would reside in their 
own home.  
 
If you are interested in helping, please reach 
out to me. I need your name, phone number 
and email address and which mass you 
attend.  I will coordinate the first ride and 
after that I will let you and the parishioner 
work out the rides you so generously offer. I 
can be reached at daviesszoo@sbcglobal.net 
or my cell 925-584-0843. Thank you and 
Merry Christmas. 
 

 
SPRED CHRISTMAS PARTY 
The SPRED, Special Religious Education, 
ministry at our parish has been serving 
adults with special needs in East County for 
over 20 years. 
 
After a 2-year hiatus due to Covid, we were 
once again able to celebrate our annual 
Christmas Party.  SPRED Friends and 
Catechists met at Mel's Dinner. The evening 
was filled with friendship, good food, and a 
little singing and dancing. 
 

Thank you to our Catechists:  Susan 
Fleming, Evie Viera, and Vicki McCoy for 
their many years of helping our SPRED 
Friends journey in their faith. If you would 
like to learn more about SPRED, contact 
Vicki at 925-408-7731. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you to all of the children for being 
part of the celebration for Our Lady of 
Guadalupe. The children did an amazing job 
of processing into and out of the church as 
well as presenting the beautiful roses in 
front of the picture of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe. 
 
And a big thank you to the parents for 
bringing your children to mass and 
celebrating with the congregation. God bless 
you all. 
 
Shelli Daviess, Faith Formation 
Coordinator. 
 

 
 
Our Christmas Environment 
Our Art & Environment Committee invites 
you once again to contribute to the Flower 
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Fund either In Honor Of or In Loving 
Memory of a family member, loved one, or 
friends to help them create the beautiful and 
appropriate environment for Christmas and 
its season.  The wreathes, garlands, panels of 
cloth beside the Icons, the candles, floral 
arrangements, Christmas Trees, Christmas 
Lights, and poinsettias would not be 
possible without your generosity.  Please use 
the Christmas Flower Envelopes provided 
on the credenza and which will also be 
included with this year’s Christmas Letter.  
All contributions will be acknowledged in 
the Parish Newsletters of the Christmas 
Season.  Thank you for what you will do to 
help our sanctuary reflect the beauty of 
Christmas and its Season this year. 
 

 
Our Filipino Community invites the parish 
community to join them for this year’s 
observance of Simbang Gabi, nine days of 
prayer, worship, and fellowship as we 
prepare for the Christmas Feast.  Once again 
this year, the Eucharistic Liturgies of 
Simbang Gabi will be celebrated in the 
evening; it began this past Thursday, 
December 15th and continues through this 
coming Friday, the 23rd at 7:00 p.m. each 
night in our sanctuary.  A lite boxed supper 
will be provided for each person at the 
conclusion of each evening’s celebration.  
Father Richard and I are honored to be the 
presiders and homilists for these liturgies.  I 
hope you will be able to join us for some, if 
not all of the Liturgies. 
 

 
Christmas Eve, Saturday, December 24th 
4:00 p.m.  Eucharist with the Children of 
the Parish telling the Story of Christmas; 
Organ, Carols, and Cantors 
 
9:00 p.m.  The Eucharist of Christmas 
Night; Procession, Organ, Carols, 
Candlelight, Choir 
 
Christmas Day, Sunday, December 25th 
8:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, 
Procession, Organ, Carols, and Cantors 
 
New Year’s Eve, Saturday, December 31st 
4:00 p.m.  Holy Eucharist, The Vigil for 
the Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 
and the Octave Day of Christmas; Organ, 
Carols, and Cantors 
 
New Year’s Day, Sunday, January 1, 2023 
The Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 
and the Octave Day of Christmas 
 
8:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m.  Holy Eucharist, 
Procession, Organ, Carols, and Cantors 
 
 

 
Each week I have the blessing of 
recognizing some of the many volunteers 
who do so much for the parish throughout 
each week. 
 
Thank you to those who clean the sanctuary 
and the bathrooms in preparation for the 



5 
 

coming weekend:  Al Cosce, Carole Miller, 
Ada Nnaji, Jean Rogers, Angela Bueno, 
Jun Bajet, Rose Salamanca, Phil Hadsell, 
Mency Osborne, and Steve Rojek.  
 
To Virginia Noack who vacuums the 
carpets at the entrance to the church each 
day, empties the waste receptacles in the 
restrooms as well as making sure they are 
clean and ready for use. 
 
To Lisa Lombardo who records our 
liturgies and uploads them to our YouTube 
Channel for those who cannot be with us in 
person. 
 
To our Parish Office Volunteers:  Alicia 
Perez, Melodye Costanza, Lorraine 
Lohmeier, and Bev Iacona. 
 
To our Parish Security Team:  John 
Connelly, Don Benson, Steve Rojek, Tony 
Gumina, Dave Simpson, Brian McCoy, 
Tom and Stevie Catchings, Jose Perez, 
and Bill Barbanica.   
 
To those who help and assist Estrella Rusk, 
Financial Secretary, with accounting, data 
entry, recording, and banking. 
 
To our Liturgical Ministers:  Ushers, 
Greeters, Lectors, Eucharistic Ministers, 
Altar Servers, Cantors, Sacristans, Altar 
Guild, Adult Acolytes, Art & 
Environment Committee Members, 
Liturgy Committee Members, Funeral 
Coordinators, and Lori Curiel who 
launders and irons the Sacred Linens. 
 
To those who prepared the Christmas Letter 
mailer:  Bernice Campbell, Clem 
Bushman, Marguerite Bloomfield, Nancy 
Newton, Jane Enos, Carole Miller, 
Lorraine Lohmeier, Bev Iacona, Cathy 
and Vince Augusta, and Yolanda Lord. 
 

 
Justice Corner by Carolyn Krantz, 
Pastoral Associate 
Emmanuel – God with us.  What are the 
signs?  Only good things?  No!  Our lives 
are filled with difficulties, bills to pay, 
disobedient children, struggles between 
husband and wife.  The Holy Family, too, 
had a tough time.  First the birth of Jesus, 
then being endangered by Herod, fleeing to 
Egypt, and living in a foreign country.  The 
Holy Family's life had lots of problems as 
does ours.  But God is with us, we are not 
alone. 
 
The Psalm says, “He shall receive a blessing 
from the Lord who seeks the face of the God 
of Jacob.  If we love God and have 
endurance, we shall make it through.  We 
are called to belong to Jesus Christ.  We are 
called to be holy, one step at a time.  What 
are our steps this week?  What hard things is 
God asking us to endure this week?  Put all 
the negative things in a huge basket on one 
side and a baby on the other.  Guess what?  
They balance. 
 
We rejoice in the season because in the 
midst of parties and presents, trials and 
tribulations, God embraces us with family 
and surprises.  So when you go to bed at 
night, remember to rejoice and give thanks.  
Remember to take a few deep breaths in 
God's presence.  Take a few seconds to be 
with Him who comes again and again to 
save us. 
 
The communion prayer says “Press forward 
all the more eagerly.”  Things may not 
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appear as we want them or even as we 
imagine, but if we press forward, we will be 
with the One who loves us. 
 
So keep your cool this week.  Try to do 
things in moderation.  Remember to give 
presents to the poor and go on loving.  
Christmas ends quickly and we are on to 
New Year's cheer and ball games.  God is 
steady.  He is there through it all.  Love is 
the bridge.  We too must be steady, 
remembering to pray each night and rejoice 
in each new day. 
 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
       

 
   
 
 

 















 
Diocese of Oakland 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Are you being called? 
 

Diaconate Formation Information Meetings 
 

“By ordination, particularly and officially committed to service, the deacon is to inspire, promote and help coordinate the 
service that the whole Church must undertake in imitation of Christ. He has a special responsibility to identify to the 
Church those who are in need and particularly those who are without power of voice at the margins of our society. 
Among such people, the deacon is to speak about Christ and to offer them the Church’s varied assistance. But in the 
Church, he is also to speak about the needy, to articulate their needs, and to inspire and mobilize the whole community’s 
response. He thus becomes a representative figure in whom the Church reaches out to the needy and the needy 
challenge the Church.”  (National Conference of Catholic Bishops: Permanent Deacons in the United States – Guidelines on Their Formation and 
Ministry – 1984 Revision, par 37) 

 

Candidate Qualifications 

• Practicing Catholic for 10 years or more. 
• Must have received the Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation, Eucharist, and be validly 

married by the Church, if applicable. 
• At least 33 years of age but not older than 60 years of age at the time of application.  
• Good physical and mental health. 
• Gainfully employed or otherwise financially secure. 
• Sufficient time to devote to the formation program.  
• Demonstrates leadership ability and calling to the social justice ministry of the Church. 
• If married, both oral and written support, endorsement and consent of his wife and family. His 

wife should be willing to participate in the formation process. 
• A commitment to celibacy is required of non-married candidates, as well as widowers. 

 Time 7:00 PM - 8:00 PM  Time 7:00 PM – 8:00 PM 
 Wednesday January 4, 2023  Friday  January 6, 2023 
 Tuesday January 10, 2023  Thursday January 12, 2023 
  
 ZOOM meeting Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8745798692 
  Phone Connection: 1 408 638 0968  Meeting ID: 874 579 8692# 

 
Wives are encouraged to attend 

 
For additional information contact, Diocesan Office of Clergy Services 

Cielo Barroso-Branco, 510-267-8356 CBranco@oakdiocese.org 
 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8745798692
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