
1 
 

Parish Newsletter 
For 
25 December 2022 
 

 
THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD 
 
From Father Robert – Reflecting On The 
Gospel 
On this Feast of the Nativity of the Lord, 
Christmas, we hear the story of Jesus’ birth 
from the Gospel of Luke.  It begins with 
Mary and Joseph traveling to Bethlehem to 
be counted for the census, in accordance 
with the decree from Caesar Augustus.  
Mary, though she is heavy with child, is not 
exempt from this civil duty and must make 
the arduous journey.  It is in the midst of 
fulfilling this duty that her time comes to 
give birth to the Christ Child.  The timing 
was neither ideal nor negotiable.  The birth 
of the Messiah could not even be postponed 
or delayed while suitable accommodations 
were secured.  No, the Son of God would be 
born in a stable near livestock, wrapped in 
swaddling clothes, and laid in a humble 
manger. 
 
We are reminded that God is prepared to do 
miraculous things in the midst of our 
everyday lives, whether or not we are 
prepared for them.  In other words, God’s 
time will always have the final say.  God’s 
timing, though ultimately for our benefit, 
will not be dictated by our readiness. 

We often think about holidays like 
Christmas as times when we are especially 
primed to embrace a spirit of wonder and 
awe.  Indeed, ritual, holidays, and feasts are 
important arts of the human experience.  It is 
during these special celebrations that we 
gather from far and wide with the people we 
love, tell important stories about who we 
are, focus our heart on the deeper, intangible 
values that matter most to us.  These special 
days heighten our awareness of the divine.  
They offer us the opportunity to step out of 
our everyday routines and turn toward God 
in a special way. 
 
This gospel story, however, could be seen as 
a challenge for us to break out of the duality 
of sacred time and secular time; to recognize 
that all moments are ripe with 
sacramentality, with miracle potential.  The 
shepherds in the field had no idea that they 
were working on the first Christmas.  The 
angels appeared above, singing “Glory to 
God in the highest” and notified the 
shepherds that something monumental had 
occurred.  At that moment, the shepherds 
had an important choice to make.  They 
could embrace and listen to the message of 
the angels or they could dismiss it. 
 
When we experience interruptions to our 
day-to-day routines, how do we respond?  Is 
it with a spirit of openness, with the hopeful 
outlook that perhaps there is a message 
meant for us in the disruption?  It is difficult 
to live in a way that leaves us fully open to 
whatever each moment presents.  Sometimes 
love and duty require us to tend to our work 
and our routines with a single-minded 
dedication and focus.  There are times, 
however, when we need to be jolted out of 
those routines so that we can remember the 
sacredness and divine potential of each 
moment.  This Christmas narrative serves as 
a reminder that the most significant gifts 
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could arrive at seemingly insignificant (or 
inconvenient) times. 
 

 
Living Liturgy – The Work of Christmas 
The day we have been waiting and preparing 
for has arrived!  Amid joy and excitement in 
the Christmas air, we hear today that our yes 
have been opened to the Light of the 
newborn Christ.  We learn that how we 
engage in seeing things and how we develop 
our sight are central components of 
experiencing the birth of Jesus.  The 
psalmist proclaims that the earth has seen 
the saving power of God, Isaiah cries out 
that “the Lord has bared His holy arm in the 
sight of all the nations. 
 
The gospel message today is one of mystery, 
of God becoming human and dwelling 
among us.  It is difficult to imagine a 
depiction of the nativity scene without the 
angels and shepherds, yet today we are 
challenged to do just that, to see beyond the 
story of shepherds and angels and enter into 
the mystery of the incarnation, God 
becoming one with us in human flesh and 
blood.  We are asked in our various 
liturgical ministries to behold God’s saving 
power as God dwells among us. 
 
Theologian and civil rights leader Howard 
Thurman encourages those in Christian 
leadership to spend time with the core 
message of Christmas in his poem, “The 

Work of Christmas.”  What happens when 
the angel song fades away, when shepherds 
go back to their flocks, when kings return 
home?  Thurman insists that the true work of 
Christmas then begins in healing the broken, 
rebuilding relationships, finding the lost, and 
making music in the heart.  Indeed, as we 
make music, sing, pray, and celebrate the 
birth of our Savior, we also look deeply into 
what it means to allow Jesus to be born 
again in us an what it means to recognize 
and reflect the light of Jesus within us, for 
the splendor of God lives among us! 
 

 
For Further Reflection, Meditation, and 
Sharing 
Jesus, the Word of God, entered fully into 
human life.  Do you find this hard to 
believe?  What parts of your life feel distant 
from how you understand Jesus’ earthly 
experience? 
 
Are you feeling the joy of Christmas this 
year?  Why or why not?  How can our parish 
community offer support if you are not in a 
place to share the joy of the season? 
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The Floral Arrangement that graces our 
Christmas Altar is placed to The Glory of 
God and In Loving Memory of Wanda 
Connelly by her husband John, marking the 
second anniversary of her journeying home 
to God. 

 
The Funeral Liturgy for our parishioner, 
Jovita Vera, will take place this coming 
Christmas Thursday, December 29th, at 
10:00 a.m. in our sanctuary.  The Committal 
will follow in the Family Plot at the 
Community Cemetery in Arbuckle. All are 
invited to attend and join us in thanking God 
for the Gift of her Life. 
 

 
Our Christmas Environment 
Our Art & Environment Committee invites 
you once again to contribute to the Flower 
Fund either In Honor of or In Loving 

Memory of a family member, loved one, or 
friends to help them create the beautiful and 
appropriate environment for Christmas and 
its season.  The wreathes, garlands, panels of 
cloth beside the Icons, the candles, floral 
arrangements, Christmas Trees, Christmas 
Lights, and poinsettias would not be 
possible without your generosity.  Please use 
the Christmas Flower Envelopes provided 
on the credenza and which will also be 
included with this year’s Christmas Letter.  
All contributions will be acknowledged in 
the Parish Newsletters of the Christmas 
Season.  Thank you for what you will do to 
help our sanctuary reflect the beauty of 
Christmas and its Season this year. 
 

 
New Year’s Eve, Saturday, December 31st 
4:00 p.m.  Holy Eucharist, The Vigil for 
the Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 
and the Octave Day of Christmas; Organ, 
Carols, and Cantors 
 
New Year’s Day, Sunday, January 1, 2023 
The Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 
and the Octave Day of Christmas 
 
8:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m.  Holy Eucharist, 
Procession, Organ, Carols, and Cantors 
 
The Feast of the Epiphany, The Twelfth 
Day of Christmas, January 7th and 8th 
Saturday, January 7th, Vigil Eucharist, 
4:00 p.m.  Procession, Organ, Carols, and 
Cantors 
 
Sunday, January 8th, 8:00 a.m. and  
10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist; Procession, 
Organ, Carols, and Cantors 
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The Feast of the Epiphany will be celebrated 
on January 7th and 8th.  We invite you to sign 
up to make the Three Kings come alive!  We 
need three volunteers at each liturgy to 
represent the Magi: Caspar, Melchoir, and 
Balthasar.  We will provide royal clothing 
and crowns for each person.  If you would 
like to volunteer, please give Shelli Daviess 
a call at the parish office to sign up.  Thank 
You! 

 
On behalf of both Father Moses and myself, 
I want to thank all those who blessed us with 
wonderful gifts, cards, baked goods, bottles 
of wine, financial gifts, and expressions of 
love and appreciation for Christmas.  YOU 
are the best Christmas Gift either one of us 
could ask for!  May God continue to bless 
you abundantly for such thoughtfulness and 
generosity. 
 

 
Help needed for rides to our church 
If you are interested in joining a small group 
of parishioners from each liturgy to be 
available to give rides to our parishioners so 
they can attend mass, please let me know.  

Some of our parishioners cannot afford the 
expense from their homes to use uber.  Any 
one requesting a ride would reside in their 
own home.  
 
If you are interested in helping, please reach 
out to me. I need your name, phone number 
and email address and which mass you 
attend.  I will coordinate the first ride and 
after that I will let you and the parishioner 
work out the rides you so generously offer. I 
can be reached at daviesszoo@sbcglobal.net 
or my cell 925-584-0843. Thank you and 
Merry Christmas. 
 

 
Each week I have the blessing of 
recognizing some of the many volunteers 
who do so much for the parish throughout 
each week. 
 
Thank you to those who clean the sanctuary 
and the bathrooms in preparation for the 
coming weekend:  Reno & Thelma 
Benasfre, Phil Hadsell, Al Cosce, Carole 
Miller, Jean Rogers, Mency Osborne, 
Rose Salamanca, Steve Rojek, and Ada 
Nnaji. 
To Virginia Noack who vacuums the 
carpets at the entrance to the church each 
day, empties the waste receptacles in the 
restrooms as well as making sure they are 
clean and ready for use. 
 

mailto:daviesszoo@sbcglobal.net
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To Lisa Lombardo who records our 
liturgies and uploads them to our YouTube 
Channel for those who cannot be with us in 
person. 
 
To our Parish Office Volunteers:  Alicia 
Perez, Melodye Costanza, Lorraine 
Lohmeier, and Bev Iacona. 
 
To our Parish Security Team:  John 
Connelly, Don Benson, Steve Rojek, Tony 
Gumina, Dave Simpson, Brian McCoy, 
Tom and Stevie Catchings, Jose Perez, 
and Bill Barbanica.   
To those who help and assist with 
accounting, data entry, recording, and 
banking. 
 
To our Liturgical Ministers:  Ushers, 
Greeters, Lectors, Eucharistic Ministers, 
Altar Servers, Cantors, Sacristans, Altar 
Guild, Adult Acolytes, Art & 
Environment Committee Members, 
Liturgy Committee Members, Funeral 
Coordinators, and Lori Curiel who 
launders and irons the Sacred Linens. 
 
To the members of our Art & Environment 
Committee that has once again created such 
a beautiful and appropriate environment for 
the Christmas/Epiphany Season:  Leo & 
Minnie Rivera, Tom & Stevie Catchings, 
Pablo & Norma Villegas, Rich Confetti, 
Don Benson, Peter Degl’Innocenti, Father 
Robert, Dave Simpson, Phil Hadsell, and 
Theresa Nelms. 
 

 
Coming in February 2023!  “Catholic Social 
Teaching: A Guide for Decision Making,” 
presented by Susannah Nelson.  All sessions 

are on Tuesday Evenings from 7:00 p.m. to 
8:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary.  The dates are 
February 7th, 14th, 21st, 28th and March 7th. 
 

 
On behalf of Father Moses, myself, the 
Pastoral Staff, the Pastoral Council, and the 
Financial Council, we wish you a Blessed 
and Merry Christmas and a very Happy New 
Year filled with the best of health, much 
happiness, and many blessings.  We thank 
God for the Gift of each one of You in our 
parish and for your presence, support, 
stewardship, and discipleship.   
 

 
Justice Corner by Carolyn Krantz, 
Pastoral Associate 
There are so many wonderful readings 
associated with Christmas.  The spiritual 
thoughts just keep coming – that is if we 
have time to reflect at all.  Between cooking, 
wrapping and greeting friends and family, 
there is hardly a minute to say “Good 
morning, Jesus.  Welcome again to our 
world!” So here are a few thoughts if you 
can grab a moment of silence. 
 
At the darkest time of the year, we welcome 
the Light.  We know about the darkness, in 
our families, in the violence on our streets, 
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in unnecessary wars.  It is only by faith that 
we can feel and anticipate God's light in our 
hearts in the midst of it all.  By faith we 
know God will never leave us no matter how 
hard our experience of life is.  He is with us 
no matter what.  He, too, experienced dark 
times, misunderstandings and betrayals. 
 
Mary's experience is another part of 
Christmas that gives us hope.  She knew 
what it was to give birth in a strange place, 
to fear homelessness, to flee persecution, to 
not be near her family and friends.  She had 
the spiritual insight to know that the next 
thirty years would not be easy.  Yet she said 
yes and continued to say yes.  He “cleanses 
for Himself a people as his own, eager to do 
good.”  Ah, and there is our new Year's 
resolution, to resolve to be a person “eager 
to do good.”  We trust that God will tell us 
what “good” we should be working on.  He 
lets us know what direction to go, and what 
particular ministry or service we are to do. 
One of my caregivers has founded a 
company to serve the elderly with 
compassion.  He saw that some companies 
were founded as a money makers and really 
did not care for the sick and dying.  He 
resolved to change that.  Caring for people 
who are injured and in pain is not easy, but 
he and his coworkers resolved to follow the 
Gospel and be compassionate with all in 
their care--“eager to do good.” 
 
Then there are the shepherds to whom the 
angels say, “Do not be afraid!”  They say to 
us today, “Do not be afraid!”  God can make 
good come out of evil.  He can turn things 
around.  He can give us new awareness out 
of difficult situations.  We just have to trust 
when we find ourselves in uncharted 
territory. 
 
So break out in song.  Enjoy these days and 
this time with loved ones.  He comes again 
and again to comfort us.  Remember and 

recount the good deeds of the Lord.  We 
have the “imprint of His Being” in our 
hearts.  “The light shines in the darkness and 
the darkness has not overcome it!”  He gives 
us the power to become children of God.   
 
Listen to His Word.  Spend time with Him 
during this week, even if it is just a few 
minutes as we are falling asleep.  Count the 
blessings He has given you, not in material 
things, but in friendships and loved ones, 
and a church that listens to your needs and 
provides ways for you to serve others, a 
church that celebrates with joy.  Pray for our 
actions in the New Year.  Say thank you for 
the small delights. 
 
Almost everyone I know has had big house 
repairs in the last month.  Holiday season 
seems like the wrong time to struggle with 
such things, but I think it is to remind us of 
what is really important in life. 
Christmas is a time to be with people we 
love, to share the deeper meanings, to be 
together.  It is not the hot water or the gas 
line that does that, it is our care of one 
another.  It is the reminder that we all are 
born in Him.  Happy Holidays! 
 
 

 

 

 

 



Today’s readings (Mass during the Night): Isaiah 9:1–6; 
Psalm 96:1–2, 2–3, 11–12, 13; Titus 2:11–14; Luke 2:1–14. 
Christmas breaks into our lives with the hopeful image of 
light. “The people who walked in darkness have seen a great 
light,” we hear in the reading from Isaiah. Sickness, death, 
and much human frailty have been part of our lives in the 
recent past. More than a promise of better days to come is 
needed. Isaiah’s prophecy offers abundant hope as we hear, 
“Upon those who lived in a land of gloom a light has shone.” 
The light is given to us because “a child is born to us,” a 
child who will be called “Wonder-Counselor, God-Hero, 
Father-Forever, Prince of Peace.”

This Christmas, as we deal with uncertainty, let us 
be surprised with Christmas hope! Let us be amazed that 
God sent his Son to redeem us! Through Jesus, God offers 
us another path. As St. Athanasius said, “God became 
human so that humanity might become divine.” How can we 
be anything but astounded that God has invited us into life 
with him?

During the Christmas season, seek ways to extend a 
kindness that is out of the ordinary. After all, God has done 
that for us, and as St. Paul said in his Letter to Titus, through 
Christ, God has cleansed us “as a people of his own, eager 
to do good.” May your kindnesses be a light to others.

Sunday, December 25, 2022
Good News, Great Joy, Alleluia

Wonderful, Marvelous
Glorious and generous God,
with the angels and saints,
we raise our voices joyfully
for the gift of an infant.
May Christ be born in us 

through the Eucharist,
as we acknowledge 
that the wood of the cradle
anticipates the wood of the cross.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD



© 2022 Liturgy Training Publications. 800-933-1800. Text by Patricia J. Hughes, dmin. Illustrated by James B. Janknegt. 
Scripture quotations are from the New American Bible, revised edition. Permission to publish granted by the Archdiocese 
of Chicago.

This Week at Home
Monday, December 26
St. Stephen
Today is special for permanent deacons as they celebrate the 
feast of their patron, St. Stephen, the first martyr. Acts 
recounts how the saint was stoned after he performed “great 
wonders and signs among the people.” While being stoned, 
Stephen called out, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” Psalm 31 
echoes the suffering of Jesus on the cross and the cry, “Into 
your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit.” May we allow 
St. Stephen’s courage to inspire us as we seek to live as dis-
ciples of Christ. Today’s readings: Acts 6:8–10, 7:54–59; 
Psalm 31:3cd–4, 6 and 8ab, 16bc and 17; Matthew 10:17–22.

Tuesday, December 27
St. John, Apostle
St. John, the apostle, is known as the disciple “whom Jesus 
loved.” The Gospel text shows this disciple running to the 
tomb, arriving before Peter. Upon entering the tomb, the dis-
ciple “saw and believed.” In the first reading, St. John passes 
on his belief. “What we have seen and heard, we proclaim 
now to you,” he states. If there is a funeral at your church this 
week, try to attend to support the family of the deceased. 
During the Christmas season, grieving families especially 
need love and concern from the parish. Today’s readings: 
1 John 1:1–4; Psalm 97:1–2, 5–6, 11–12; John 20:1a, 2–8.

Wednesday, December 28
Feast of the Holy Innocents
The Gospel today tells of “the massacre of all the boys in 
Bethlehem and its vicinity.” If you are with children today, 
offer them special love and give thanks to God for the bless-
ing of their lives. With the children, make a simple manger 
from paper, popsicle sticks, or a cardboard box, as a reminder 
of Jesus’ cradle. If there is a community pantry nearby, 
donate and deliver diapers or baby supplies for the needy. 
Today’s readings:1 John 1:5—2:26–4; Psalm 124: 2–3, 4–5, 
7b–8; Matthew 2:13–18.

Thursday, December 29
Octave of Christmas
The days after Christmas are called the Octave of Christmas. 
Similarly, the first eight days of Easter are called an octave. 
In both seasons, the days of the octave invite the faithful 
to an extended reflection on what we are celebrating. Today, 
spend time with the Gospel text of Simeon’s prayer and then 
with his words to Mary. Incorporate Simeon’s prayer, known 
as the Nunc Dimittis, into your nightly prayers. Today’s 
readings: 1 John 2:3–11; Psalm 96:1–2a, 2b–3, 5b–6; Luke 
2:22–35. 

Friday, December 30
Feast of the Holy Family
The Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph is 
celebrated on a weekday this year, since there is no Sunday 
between Christmas and the Solemnity of Mary, the Holy 
Mother of God. Celebrate this feast with your family and 
include a guest who is a “family of one” to join you. Prepare 
a special dessert, meet at a favorite restaurant, or volunteer 
to serve a meal to those who have no family to share the 
holidays with. Make peace with an estranged family mem-
ber. Today’s readings: Sirach 3:2–6, 12–14 or Colossians 
3:12–21 or Colossians 3:12–17; Psalm 128:1–2, 3, 4–5; 
Matthew 2:13–15, 19–23. 

Saturday, December 31
The Light Shines in Darkness
Today’s Gospel proclaims Jesus as the incarnate Word of 
God, stating, “In the beginning was the Word, / and the Word 
was with God, / and the Word was God.” In your Bible, this 
text is the prologue to the Gospel of John and can be read as 
a preview of the chapters ahead. The rest of the brief chapter 
tells of the incarnation. Read this Gospel over meditatively, 
stopping to ponder phrases such as “the true light, which 
enlightens everyone.” Today’s readings: 1 John 2:18–21; 
Psalm 96:1–2, 11–12, 13; John 1:1–18.
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Are you being called? 
 

Diaconate Formation Information Meetings 
 

“By ordination, particularly and officially committed to service, the deacon is to inspire, promote and help coordinate the 
service that the whole Church must undertake in imitation of Christ. He has a special responsibility to identify to the 
Church those who are in need and particularly those who are without power of voice at the margins of our society. 
Among such people, the deacon is to speak about Christ and to offer them the Church’s varied assistance. But in the 
Church, he is also to speak about the needy, to articulate their needs, and to inspire and mobilize the whole community’s 
response. He thus becomes a representative figure in whom the Church reaches out to the needy and the needy 
challenge the Church.”  (National Conference of Catholic Bishops: Permanent Deacons in the United States – Guidelines on Their Formation and 
Ministry – 1984 Revision, par 37) 

 

Candidate Qualifications 

• Practicing Catholic for 10 years or more. 
• Must have received the Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation, Eucharist, and be validly 

married by the Church, if applicable. 
• At least 33 years of age but not older than 60 years of age at the time of application.  
• Good physical and mental health. 
• Gainfully employed or otherwise financially secure. 
• Sufficient time to devote to the formation program.  
• Demonstrates leadership ability and calling to the social justice ministry of the Church. 
• If married, both oral and written support, endorsement and consent of his wife and family. His 

wife should be willing to participate in the formation process. 
• A commitment to celibacy is required of non-married candidates, as well as widowers. 

 Time 7:00 PM - 8:00 PM  Time 7:00 PM – 8:00 PM 
 Wednesday January 4, 2023  Friday  January 6, 2023 
 Tuesday January 10, 2023  Thursday January 12, 2023 
  
 ZOOM meeting Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8745798692 
  Phone Connection: 1 408 638 0968  Meeting ID: 874 579 8692# 

 
Wives are encouraged to attend 

 
For additional information contact, Diocesan Office of Clergy Services 

Cielo Barroso-Branco, 510-267-8356 CBranco@oakdiocese.org 
 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8745798692
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