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Week Eight: Intimacy 
  

What Is Intimacy? 
  

Father Richard Rohr shares his 
understanding of intimacy and what 
prevents us from experiencing intimacy with 
God and one another: 
 
Intimacy could be described as our capacity 
for closeness and tenderness toward things. 
It is often revealed in moments of risky self-
disclosure. Intimacy lets itself out and lets 
the other in. It makes all love possible, and 
yet it also reveals our utter incapacity to love 
back as the other deserves. None of us can 
go there without letting down our walls, 
manifesting our deeper self to another, and 
allowing the flow to happen. 
 
True human intimacy or divine intimacy is 
somewhat rare and very hard for all of us, 
but particularly for men and for all who 
deem themselves important people, that is, 
those who are trained to protect their 
boundaries, to take the offensive, and to 
avoid all signs of weakness or neediness. 
God seems to have begun thawing this 
glacial barrier by coming precisely in male 
form as Jesus, who exposes maleness itself 
as also naked, needy, and vulnerable. The 
transmission of the inner mystery of God 
continues in space and time primarily 

through what Jesus calls again and again 
“the little ones” and “the poor in spirit,” 
which he himself became. 
 
I think that many of us are afraid of 
intimacy, of baring our deepest identity to 
another human or even to God. Yet people 
who risk intimacy are invariably happier and 
much more real people. They feel like they 
have lots of “handles” that allow others to 
hold onto them and that allow them to hold 
onto themselves. People who avoid such 
intimacy are imprisoned in a small and 
circumscribed world. Soulful intimacy is a 
gateway into the sacred realm of human and 
divine love. 
 
Therapists Jett Psaris and Marlena Lyons 
have found that our longing for intimacy can 
only be met when we soften the guardedness 
around our hearts: 
 
We long to love from the fullness of our 
undefended hearts and we long to be loved 
unconditionally and without reservation. . . .  
The dual yearning of the human heart finds 
its satisfaction in the struggle to know 
ourselves at our most vulnerable levels. The 
deeper we know ourselves, the deeper is our 
capacity to know others intimately. . . . It is 
our deep hunger for this level of loving that 
moves us beyond our resistance, fear, and 
shortcomings to see what is special and 
unique about us. It allows us to see the 
profound core of another and to have that 
core be fully seen in ourselves. [1] 
 
Father Richard concludes: 
We all desire true and intimate love. This 
longing seems to be hardwired into our 
beings. We have to want very strongly to 
love and to be loved—or we will never go to 
this strange place, and we will never find 
our True Selves. So, God obliges and creates 
us in just that way, with a bottomless and 
endless need to be loved and to love. 
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Week Eight: Intimacy 
  

Responsive Vulnerability 
  

 
Father Richard believes that we can only 
experience true intimacy when we are 
willing to be vulnerable ourselves: 
 
The big and hidden secret is this: an infinite 
God seeks and desires intimacy with the 
human soul. Once we experience such 
intimacy, only the intimate language of 
lovers describes what is going on for us: 
mystery, tenderness, singularity, specialness, 
nakedness, risk, ecstasy, incessant longing, 
and also, of course, suffering. This is the 
mystical vocabulary of the saints. 
 
Our biggest secrets and desires are often 
revealed to others, and even discovered by 
ourselves, in the presence of sorrow, failure, 
or need—when we are very vulnerable, and 
when we feel entirely safe in the arms of 
love. When that happens, there is always a 
broadening of being on both sides. We are 
larger people afterwards. 
 
And it is only when we are in such a tender 
place that God can safely reveal the “inside” 
of God to us. All self-sufficient people 
remain outsiders to the mystery of divine 
love because they will always misuse it. 
Only the need of a beloved knows how to 
receive the need and gift of the lover, and 
only the need of a lover knows how to 
receive the need and gift of the beloved 

without misusing such love. It is a kind of 
deliberate “poverty” on both sides. A 
mutually admitted emptiness is the ultimate 
safety net for love. 
 
“Fullness” in a person cannot permit love 
because it leaves no openings, offers no 
handles, no give and take, nor is there any 
deep hunger. Human vulnerability gives the 
soul an immense head start on its travels. 
 
Our desire for intimacy or communion first 
creates the very hunger that God, with a 
little help from God’s friends, can then 
satisfy (though never totally) in this world. 
In fact, the bit of satisfied desire only 
increases the desire for more and again! The 
mystics (those who personally know the 
inner space of God) are aware that they have 
been let in on a big and wondrous secret. 
Anyone not privy to this inner dialogue 
would call such people presumptuous, 
foolish, or even arrogant. This is without a 
doubt “God’s secret, in which all the jewels 
of wisdom and knowledge are hidden” 
(Colossians 2:3). 
 
The secret becomes unhidden when people 
stop hiding—from God, from themselves, 
and from at least one other person. Such 
risky self-disclosure is what I mean by 
intimacy and it is the way that love is 
transmitted. Some say the word comes from 
the Latin intimus, which is interior or inside. 
Some say its older meaning is found by in 
timor, “into fear.” In either case, the point is 
clear. Intimacy happens when we expose our 
insides and this is always scary. We never 
really know if the other can receive what is 
exposed, will respect it, or will run fast in 
the other direction. We must be prepared to 
be rejected. It is always a risk. 
 
  



Two nuns have a 
message for Catholics 
angry about their 
ministry to 
immigrants: ‘We 
don’t have any 
intention of stopping.’ 

 

Kevin Clarke 
16 February 2022 

Sister Norma Pimentel, a member of the 
Missionaries of Jesus, is pictured along a border 
wall between Texas and Mexico in late February 
2018. (CNS photo/Barbara Johnston, courtesy 
University of Notre Dame) 
 
The angry emails and phone calls have been 
pouring in this week, and Donna Markham, 
O.P., the president and C.E.O. of Catholic 
Charities USA, has been among C.C.U.S.A. 
staff shocked by all the vitriol. 

“We certainly have received hateful, hateful 
calls from people who say they are 
Catholics,” Sister Markham said, “and 

speaking to us in language that I would 
never repeat and threatening our agencies. 
It’s a very sad situation.” 

The unpleasantness followed quickly in the 
wake of press releases and news reports 
about a Freedom of Information Act lawsuit 
filed by the political action groups Judicial 
Watch and CatholicVote. The suit demands 
records of communication between the U.S. 
Departments of Homeland Security and of 
Health and Human Services “with Catholic 
organizations near the Texas border that 
were aiding illegal immigrants.” 

“We certainly have received hateful, hateful 
calls from people who say they are Catholics 
and speaking to us in language that I would 
never repeat and threatening our agencies. 
It’s a very sad situation.” 
 “I’m mystified by any group that would call 
itself Catholic that is attacking the Catholic 
Church and its ministry,” Sister Markham 
said. “Our work with those who are poor 
takes its impetus, really, from our Catholic 
faith, and the Gospel mandate that calls all 
of us for over 2,000 years, especially as 
Catholics, to care for those who are 
vulnerable, homeless, hungry and suffering. 

 “It’s Matthew 25,” Sister Markham added. 
“And Catholic Charities in particular has 
been doing this since 1910. This is really our 
identity, and we don’t have any intention of 
stopping this ministry. 

“Our work is humanitarian,” she added. “It 
is not political. It is grounded in our faith.” 

Fueling the furious phone calls have been 
recent coverage and commentary from Fox 
News and other media, which purport that 
C.C.U.S.A. and other faith-based 
humanitarian groups encourage migration to 
the United States by providing aid at the 
border. The attacks include commentary 
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from a Texas member of Congress who 
charged that C.C.U.S.A., which he called the 
“biggest villain of them all,” has been 
engaged in what amounts to human 
trafficking. “Nonprofit groups operating a 
secretive, taxpayer-funded and likely illegal 
operation must be honest and transparent 
about their role in exacerbating the border 
crisis,” Texas Republican Lance Gooden 
told Fox News Digital. 

Norma Pimentel, M.J., the executive 
director of Catholic Charities of the Rio 
Grande Valley in Brownsville, Tex., has 
become a primary focus of the ire of anti-
migrant forces. “The claims made by the 
congressman show a lack of knowledge and 
understanding on his part of immigration 
law and our work here on the U.S.-Mexico 
border,” Sister Pimentel countered in an 
email to America, adding, “I invite the 
congressman to come here and visit with me 
and see what we do firsthand.” 

The unassuming entrance to the Rio Grande 
office’s Humanitarian Respite Center in 
McAllen, Tex., is now a regular backdrop 
for anti-immigrant and right-wing 
commentators intent on associating Catholic 
Charities’ assistance to migrants with 
human-smuggling or even a murky 
conspiracy to alter political realities in the 
United States with immigrants from Latin 
America. 

Sister Donna Markham: “I’m mystified by 
any group that would call itself Catholic that 
is attacking the Catholic Church and its 
ministry.” 
 “It is outrageous to think that our work is 
driving the immigration numbers,” Sister 
Pimentel said. “Do you really think that 
people are uprooting themselves, putting 
themselves in danger as they undertake a 
difficult journey just so that they can come 

to our respite center to take a bath and have 
a meal or sleep on a mat? 

“They are leaving dire circumstances back 
in their home countries,” she said, “risking 
everything to come here with the hope that 
they can find a safe place to raise their 
families. Government policy determines 
whether they enter or not.” 

“Restoring human dignity,” Sister Pimentel 
said, “that is what we are doing. Once the 
federal government determines the 
immigrant families can enter this country, 
we simply offer humanitarian assistance in 
their time of crisis.” 

As wild accusations of people-smuggling 
circulate on social media, Sister Markham 
explained that Catholic Charities “does not 
enter into this situation until an individual or 
family has been processed” through the 
Department of Homeland Security. 

C.C.U.S.A. has provided food, clothing and 
a chance for rest to migrants who have had 
applications for asylum accepted and who 
now await a court hearing. The agency has 
also assisted in getting those families and 
individuals to cities where they will connect 
with U.S. sponsors and where their 
applications for asylum will be adjudicated. 

Sister Pimentel: “Restoring human dignity; 
that is what we are doing. Once the 
government determines the immigrant 
families can enter this country, we simply 
offer humanitarian assistance in their time of 
crisis.” 
 “When they’re released [by Border Patrol], 
that’s when Catholic Charities enters into 
the humanitarian work,” she said. “The 
government agencies often will bring the 
migrants to our facilities, or to the 
Lutherans’ facilities or to the Jewish 
facilities, because those faith communities 

https://www.catholiccharitiesrgv.org/
https://www.catholiccharitiesrgv.org/
https://www.catholiccharitiesrgv.org/HumanitarianRespiteCenter.shtml
https://www.catholiccharitiesrgv.org/HumanitarianRespiteCenter.shtml
https://www.foxnews.com/opinion/bidens-wide-open-border-is-deliberate


are also involved in this humanitarian 
work.” 

Allegations that assisting 
migrants represents a profit-making 
opportunity are part of the misinformation 
C.C.U.S.A. has been forced to contend with. 
Sister Markham tried to set the record 
straight: “Most of the work that we do is 
sponsored through private donations. And 
some small part of that is reimbursement by 
federal grants back to us after we do get 
[asylum applicants] settled. 

“We have to raise some money, help them 
get where they’re going, and then the 
government reimburses a certain portion of 
their food, their shelter, [and a] minimum 
amount of their travel.” 

Sister Markham is at a loss to explain the 
flare-up of attention now on work that 
C.C.U.S.A. has been associated with for 
decades. C.C.U.S.A.’s outreach on behalf of 
migrants and refugees has been a consistent 
component of its historical social service 
efforts, she explained. “We’ve certainly 
been respected by various administrations 
on both sides of the aisle [for our work], so 
this is puzzling to me. 

“I think we have to acknowledge that our 
U.S. immigration system is really broken, 
and I think that this situation at the border is, 
quite frankly, very, very disturbing, and we 
need to fix it,” she said. “I wish that instead 
of taking shots at the people that have been 
affected by it, that we would try to direct our 
energies toward fixing it. 

“No administration has been able to really 
accomplish that to date…. All of us are 
trying to do the best we can within a broken 
system.” 

Sister Pimentel: “Do you really think that 
people are uprooting themselves, putting 
themselves in danger just so that they can 
come to our respite center to take a bath and 
have a meal or sleep on a mat?” 
In 2021 a record 1.9 million arrests at the 
border were made by the Border Patrol. 
Many of those arrested—27 percent—were 
responsible for multiple crossing attempts 
and about one million of those detained 
were immediately expelled, but 400,000 
others, primarily unaccompanied minors and 
families, have been permitted to stay in the 
United States while their asylum claims are 
processed. 

A border where thousands arrive year upon 
year exhausted, hungry and increasingly 
threatened by criminal gangs makes a poor 
location to attempt to “fix” the U.S. 
immigration system, according to Sister 
Markham. “It has to be a much larger 
endeavor, and I know that various 
administrations have tried, and continue to 
try, but certainly in the short term, I would 
hope that Congress would pass 
the American Dream and Promise Act at 
least to establish a path to citizenship for the 
migrant youth and [Temporary Protected 
Status] holders, at least to get that part 
regulated.” 

A spokesperson for the U.S. Conference of 
Catholic Bishops said that the social service 
efforts of C.C.U.S.A. are undertaken “in 
tandem with the 
church’s longstanding call for 
comprehensive immigration reform.” 

“The Catholic Church teaches that we must 
welcome the newcomer and accompany 
them, while also respecting the right and 
responsibility of our country to control our 
borders,” the spokesperson said. “The work 
being done by the church’s social service 
ministries at the U.S.-Mexico border and 
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elsewhere upholds the dignity of human life 
and is carried out in accordance with the law 
and in close cooperation with many entities 
of good will including local, state and 
federal governments.” 

According to Sister Pimentel, the Rio 
Grande Catholic Charities office works in 
close collaboration with local and federal 
law enforcement to “address the needs of 
our community, especially in relation to 
immigrants.” 

She added, “I greatly respect the fine men 
and women in law enforcement whom we 
work with. They keep our border safe, and 
together with many others, we all do our 
part to uphold the dignity and respect of life, 
especially the most vulnerable in our 
community who are hurting.” 

 

The families and individuals who come to 
the center, frequently dropped off by Border 
Patrol agents themselves, have the 
opportunity there to contact family members 
and sponsors so that they can make their 
travel arrangements. “While they wait for 
confirmation from their families, they have 
an opportunity to shower, get clean clothing, 
eat and rest,” Sister Norma said. 

“As a Catholic, I firmly believe that God 
desires that we care for our brothers and 
sisters in need, those who are suffering,” she 
said. “My focus remains unshaken. I refuse 
to be distracted from helping others. I am 
consoled and inspired by those who do 
support the work we do, who care for those 
who suffer and who stand up and protect and 
defend those in need. 

“There is nothing wrong with feeding the 
hungry and providing care for those here in 
our country,” Sister Pimentel said. “We do it 
because the Lord asks us to.” 

Annett's 
'Cathonomics' 

should be required 
reading in Catholic 

business schools 
21 February 2022 

by Michael Sean Winters 
  

 
U.S. Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer, 
D-N.Y., holds a news conference at the U.S. 
Capitol in Washington, D.C., July 15, 2021, 
about expanded child tax credit payments. 
(CNS/Reuters/Kevin Lamarque) 
 
Economist Anthony Annett has delivered a 
book that should be required reading not 
only for those of us who have long been 
interested in Catholic social doctrine, but for 
anyone who is serious about bringing their 
Catholic faith to bear on decisions relating 
to public life. Cathonomics: How Catholic 
Tradition Can Create a More Just 
Economy should especially find its way onto 
the required reading list at every Catholic 
business school. 

As Annett relates, after the mountains of 
evidence of financial wrongdoings that led 
to the 2008 economic meltdown, economist 
Luigi Zingales asked, pointedly "whether 
business schools incubated criminals." The 

https://www.ncronline.org/authors/michael-sean-winters
http://press.georgetown.edu/book/georgetown/cathonomics
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approach to economics Annett advocates in 
this book would keep such an incubation 
from happening in the first place. 

Full disclosure: Back when I lived in 
Washington, Annett and I were both 
parishioners at St. Matthew's Cathedral and 
we became friends. He also knows I would 
never agree to review a book I was not 
prepared to criticize. 

The opening chapters will be familiar to 
regular readers of NCR. Annett surveys the 
great encyclicals that form the building 
blocks of Catholic social teaching, but first 
he looks to the roots of Catholic social 
doctrine in both the Scriptures and the 
intellectual traditions of the church. This is a 
step that too many advocates of Catholic 
social teaching neglect. Catholic social 
doctrine did not drop out of the sky in 1891 
when Pope Leo XIII issued Rerum 
Novarum. It is rooted in notions of justice 
drawn from the Hebrew Scriptures, 
Aristotle's conceptualization of the common 
good, the Gospel's concern for the poor, and 
the great theological synthesis of 
Aristotelian ethics and Catholic doctrine 
achieved by St. Thomas Aquinas. Annett 
brings all these threads together masterfully. 

 
Pope Pius XI's 1931 encyclical "Quadragesimo 
Anno" addresses the ethical challenges facing 
workers, employers, the church and the state at 
the end of the industrial revolution and the start 

of the Great Depression. (CNS /Nancy Wiechec) 
(May 2, 2012) See SUBSIDIARITY May 2, 
2012. 
 
Annett's survey of the tradition of papal 
encyclicals is equally well done. It never 
ceases to amaze me that Pope Pius XI, 
writing in 1931, could espouse theories that 
would be dismissed in Democratic Party 
circles today as too extreme. I am so glad 
Annett includes my favorite sentences from 
Pius XI's encyclical Quadragesimo Anno: 
"The right ordering of economic life cannot 
be left to the free competition of forces. For 
from this source, as from a poisoned spring, 
have originated and spread all the errors of 
individualistic economic teaching." 

Annett articulates the key themes that have 
emerged over the years, ideas such as 
solidarity and subsidiarity, the universal 
destination of goods, reciprocity and 
gratuitousness. Pope John Paul II is shown 
to be more complex than some of his 
American acolytes pretended he was: 
Whatever else the late Polish pontiff was, he 
was not an American neocon. 

I especially value Annett's clear appreciation 
for the theological contributions of Pope 
Benedict XVI on the role of gratuitousness 
in the economy. "This is not some wishy-
washy idealism," Annett argues, pointing to 
the ways this idea is the basis of the civil 
economy paradigm so prominent among 
Italian economists. Instead of seeing the 
market as driven by self-interest, these 
Italian economists highlight the role of 
sociability and reciprocity, that "market 
relations are based more on mutual 
assistance than mutual benefit." This echoes 
the observation of the Communio critic of 
modern capitalism, David Schindler, who 
observed in his book Heart of the World, 
Center of the Church that "a selfishness 
become mutual is not yet mutual 
generosity." 

https://www.vatican.va/content/leo-xiii/en/encyclicals/documents/hf_l-xiii_enc_15051891_rerum-novarum.html
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Pope Leo XIII's 1891 encyclical "Rerum 
Novarum" advocated for just working 
conditions, the rights of workers to bargain 
collectively and form unions, and to earn a 
living wage. (CNS/Library of Congress) 
 
Good though these early chapters are, 
Annett really hits his stride in the chapter 
entitled "Who's Right and Who's Wrong?" 
There he confronts the claims of 
neoclassical economics and asks whether it, 
or Catholic social doctrine, better accord 
with human nature, and how distinct 
intellectual approaches such as evolutionary 
biology, psychology and even neuroscience 
illustrate the problems with neoliberalism 
and confirm the insights of Catholic 
teaching. The range of research that went 
into this chapter is astounding, as is the 
succinct, accessible way Annett relates it all. 

Similarly, the next chapter, which offers a 
practical assessment of the global economy, 
introduces copious research to demonstrate 
the ways the 20th century has confirmed the 
various insights of Catholic social doctrine. 
Readers will be familiar with some of the 
ideas here, such as the role of Keynesian 
economics in shaping the postwar economy 
success, and the way countries shaped by 
Christian democracy shaped more humane 
economic systems. 

"Although the welfare state is sizable in 
countries like Germany, it is often 
administered at the local level, by subsidiary 
institutions which are better able to respect 

the dignity and agency of the recipient," he 
notes. "This method avoids a way in which 
welfare states can go wrong – becoming too 
large, too impersonal, too bureaucratic, and 
too distant." 

We Catholics recognize the principle of 
subsidiarity in the German system, the idea 
that assistance is best delivered at the lowest 
level of social organization possible, and the 
highest necessary. Or, as Stephen Schneck 
has noted, subsidiarity is best understood as 
a way of organizing solidarity. 
 
It never ceases to amaze me that Pope Pius 
XI, writing in 1931, could espouse theories 
that would be dismissed in Democratic Party 
circles today as too extreme. 

 
Annett manages to consistently introduce 
moral considerations in provocative and 
incisive ways. For example, he prefers 
universal programs and warns that "means 
tested" social programs pose three risks: 
stigmatization of the assistance given and its 
recipients, the creation of poverty traps, and 
delinking contributions from benefits in a 
way that makes the programs vulnerable 
politically. Reading that passage, I was 
hoping someone might arrange for Annett to 
make this moral argument to West Virginia 
Sen. Joe Manchin, who has argued for 
means-testing the child tax credit. 
In his chapter on the economic 
developments of the 20th century I also 
would register one of my very few 
complaints about the book. Annett offers a 
few paragraphs about the eclipse of the 
postwar social democratic approach to 
economic policy in the 1970s and its 
replacement by the neoclassical, or 
libertarian, approach that took over during 
the Thatcher-Reagan years. But, I was left 
still wondering exactly why the old system 
that enfleshed Catholic social teaching so 
much better lost steam. The rise in the price 
of oil was a part of it, and Annett briefly 

https://www.ncronline.org/news/people/discussion-links-subsidiarity-and-solidarity
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mentions some competing theories about the 
source of the increased individualism. But I 
wanted to know more. 

The subsequent chapters continue the high 
standard of intellectual probity that the first 
half of the book demonstrate. His section on 
the different ways Catholic social doctrine 
perceives the roles of government, business 
and labor from the dominant neoliberal 
views is brilliant and provocative. That 
chapter also contains some of his best 
zingers, such as this in his discussion of 
sustainable development: "If it is good news 
for the planet, then it is surely good news for 
business — but this first requires a shift 
away from the short-term logic of 
maximizing shareholder value." 

The section on the role of labor continues a 
duality that runs through the whole book, the 
way Catholic social doctrine finds ample 
confirmation in the social sciences, even 
while business schools tend to remain stuck 
in the neoclassical paradigm. His treatment 
of the financialization of the economy is 
brilliant and terribly depressing. It is here 
one recognizes the truth of Professor 
Zingales' comment about business schools 
teaching their students how to become 
criminals. The diversion of otherwise 
intelligent people into the world of financial 
services is one of the great shames in 
contemporary society, and Annett's 
indictment is searing. 

The final chapters deal with, respectively, 
inequality, care for creation and sustainable 
development, especially in the poorer 
countries of the world. These match the 
quality of the rest of the book. The chapter 
on inequality is probably the strongest in the 
entire book, and the chapter on care for 
creation is concise and brilliant. I was 
especially glad to see him skewer the idea of 
carbon taxes, which economist Jeffrey Sachs 
has pointed out is deeply problematic and 

which Annett points out does not require the 
shift away from the faulty intellectual 
premises that got us into this mess in the 
first place. 

If, like me, you have trouble grasping the 
economic complexities of issues related to 
globalization and sovereign debt, you will 
be less confused after reading Annett's 
chapter on those subjects. 

In my line of work, you read a lot of 
Catholic social teaching books. Annett's is 
one of the best, perhaps the best I have read. 
Very few people understand the 
complexities of economic arguments and 
demonstrate an ability to write in good 
English. Very few people see not just the 
moral but the anthropological issues that 
undergird Catholic social teaching as clearly 
as Annett does. Very few people have the 
breadth of knowledge and the precision of 
intellect to marshal so many texts, craft so 
many arguments, indict so many errors and 
propose so many humane solutions to the 
conundrums that afflict we humans in the 
21st century. 

And every Catholic business school that 
fails to make Annett's book required reading 
should admit it isn't very interested in its 
Catholic identity. 

 
Michael Sean Winters 
Michael Sean Winters covers the nexus of 
religion and politics for NCR. 
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22 February 2022 
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Religious Life 

 

 
The Mother of God Oranta from the vault of St. 
Sophia Cathedral in Kyiv, Ukraine (Wikimedia 
Commons/A-bg78) 
 
Editor's note: The current situation in 
Ukraine has stimulated interest by Catholic 
sisters writing about their communities and 
experiences in that country. Today, we 
present another in that series. 

It is Monday, Feb. 21, 2022. I am trying to 
finish the next issue of the Intercultural 
Newsletter of our Basilian Order, and 
planning my meeting with a research 
director next week, in spite of the fact that 
the future is so uncertain. I am based in 
Croatia now, but all my thoughts and 
prayers are focused on Ukraine, where my 
family lives, as well as a third of the sisters 

of the Order of St. Basil the Great to which I 
belong. 

On Feb. 12, we held a prayer meeting on the 
Zoom platform, at which the Basilian Sisters 
from Australia, America, Argentina, 
Slovakia, Poland, Romania and Croatia 
prayed for peace in Ukraine. At the end, the 
sisters from Ukraine had the opportunity to 
testify about how they feel now. 

We were surprised to hear them reply that 
they are not afraid, that they are ready to 
stay with their people until the end and share 
their fate. The testimonies of the sisters were 
so peaceful: They said they wanted to be a 
hope for those among whom they serve. 
People in Ukraine are trying to live on, 
despite the threat that looms over them. 

These days, I think a lot about what it means 
for me to be a Ukrainian religious. I was 
born in 1986 in the west of Ukraine. The 
year before, the genius Ukrainian poet Vasyl 
Stus — who was predicted to win the Nobel 
Prize — died in the Soviet camps. My first 
years of conscious life came as Ukraine was 
gaining independence, and the Catholic 
Church was coming out of the underground. 

The enthusiasm of adults, churches full of 
worshipers, blue and yellow Ukrainian flags 
were among my earliest memories. As a 
child, I heard adults constantly talking about 
Ukraine, about the political situation, 
worried about injustice and wanting to strive 
for the best. 

I remember my grandfather's stories about 
how their family was quite wealthy, but with 
the arrival of the Bolsheviks, their property 
was confiscated. His father died at age 40, 
and his mother was forced to go to work in 
eastern Ukraine, so my grandfather was left 
alone at 13 and had to build his own life. 
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I was in school when I learned that the 
Zbruch River near my village was the border 
between the Soviet Union and Poland until 
1939. We learned that during the famine of 
1932-33, starving parents in despair threw 
their children across the border to save their 
lives. Many of my fellow villagers survived 
exile in Siberia. 

Since childhood, remembering Ukraine and 
praying for it have been among my highest 
values. Perhaps it is no coincidence that my 
first poem, written at the age of 11, was 
about Ukraine, about war and prayer. 

In 2004, when I was studying in Kyiv 
National University, the so-called Orange 
Revolution began. Although it turned out to 
be peaceful, in fact, we didn't know it then: 
As students, we went to the Square (Maidan) 
of Independence every day, where we stood 
for hours supporting the protest, and helped 
prepare and distribute food to other 
protesters. 

I remember the unity that prevailed among 
complete strangers in Kyiv at that time: If 
you slipped on a winter street, several hands 
picked you up at once. I remember once 
walking on the Maidan, exhausted, when I 
stumbled upon the tent of the Ukrainian 
Catholic University, where a liturgy was 
taking place. That moment gave me 
strength: It was for me like the tent of God's 
ark, God's presence among my people. 

In 2014, during the Revolution of Dignity, I 
was already living in a monastery in Croatia, 
but all my thoughts were again in Ukraine. I 
could not watch local television, which was 
full of ambiguous interpretations of events. 
The day of Feb. 20, 2014, was the hardest: It 
was then that peaceful protesters were shot 
on the Maidan. Each time I checked the 
news, there were more and more killed, and 
by the evening, it had reached 100 — the 

"Heavenly Hundred," as they are honored in 
Ukraine today. 

Recently, an acquaintance of mine who has 
lived in Ukraine for a long time told me that 
Ukrainians give the impression that they do 
not know what they want. I can argue that 
the fact that Ukrainians survived centuries of 
war, persecution, repression, famine is a 
miracle. 

Ukraine is gradually resurrecting. Working 
in 2017 and 2019 in our mission in Kyiv, the 
capital of Ukraine, I was impressed by the 
number of changes that are taking place. 
Children who came to Sunday school spoke 
Ukrainian. This was a miracle for me, 
because for many years the Ukrainian 
language was banned in Ukraine — even 
expelled from public schools — so even 
today, due to the legacy of past bans, many 
people in Ukraine speak Russian. 

As for me, the most symbolic change took 
place in St. Sophia Cathedral, a church built 
in the 11th century when Ukraine accepted 
Christianity. For many years during 
communism and even after, this ancient 
church remained empty: Visitors came here 
as you would to a museum, and an 
impressive wasteland gaped at the site of the 
altar. 

Now, the services in St. Sophia have 
resumed, and it was here that the prayer of 
representatives of different religions for 
peace took place on Feb. 16, 2022. The 
Mother of God Oranta from the vault of the 
cathedral embraces Ukraine, the people, all 
mankind, as if to say: "Do not be afraid. God 
is with us." 



 
Teodozija Myroslava Mostepaniuk 
Teodozija Myroslava Mostepaniuk is a sister 
of the Order of St. Basil the Great (Province 
of St. Michael the Archangel, Croatia). 
Currently, she is doing her licentiate studies 
in church history and teaching religious 
education in secondary school in Osijek, 
Croatia 
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A demonstrator sits in the road during a climate 
protest organized by the environmental group 
Extinction Rebellion. The weeklong nationwide 
protest included this April 15, 2019, action on 
Waterloo Bridge in London. As demonstrators 

sat along the bridge, a leader led them in a 
mindfulness exercise. (AP/Kirsty Wigglesworth) 
 
On a sunny day with clear skies in April 
2019, dozens of climate activists shut down 
London's Waterloo Bridge not with 
barricades or confrontation, but with 
meditation. 

For many familiar with Extinction 
Rebellion, the demonstration was a marked 
change of tactics for the U.K.-founded 
environmental group more associated with 
shock acts of disruptive civil disobedience 
like gluing themselves to 
trains, coordinating mass arrests and semi-
stripping in Parliament. 

At the start of the protest, members of 
Extinction Rebellion sang a refrain of 
"Police, we love you, we're doing this for 
your children, too" to the officers alongside 
the perimeter. As they sat along the bridge, a 
leader asked those congregated to think of 
the people they know, and don't, as well as 
nonhuman creatures suffering because of 
climate change. She then led them through a 
meditation, asking they feel their feet 
"rooted to the ground" and overall to be 
fully cognizant of their bodies and aware of 
their present moment. 

The demonstration was in essence an 
exercise in mindfulness, a practice with 
ancient Buddhist roots that has increasingly 
received attention within the climate 
movement. There have been health 
studies, think pieces and even TED 
Talks examining the benefits it can offer to 
those engaged in efforts to change the tide of 
rising global temperatures. 

Count Catholics engaged in ecojustice issues 
among those giving more thought to 
mindfulness. 
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Anna Robertson, director of youth and young 
adult mobilization for Catholic Climate 
Covenant, said mindfulness is helpful "when we 
think about this ecological conversion that Pope 
Francis talks about." (Courtesy of Catholic 
Climate Covenant) 
 
In late January, the Catholic Climate 
Covenant hosted a webinar through its youth 
outreach initiative that gathered nearly 300 
people for a dive into mindfulness and what 
it may mean for their work on climate 
action. 

"I think it's a really key skill for stepping 
into a different way of being, when we think 
about this ecological conversion that Pope 
Francis talks about," Anna Robertson, 
director of youth and young adult 
mobilization for the Covenant, told 
EarthBeat. 

The Jan. 31 talk on mindfulness kicked off a 
new Ecospirituality Nights series. It was the 
idea of one of the Covenant's interns, Desiré 
Findlay, who suggested finding a way to 
bring young Catholics together and provide 
them tools to deepen their own ecological 
spirituality. In addition to mindfulness, the 
series will also focus on using a lens of 
integral ecology and the impact of climate 
action through faith-based organizations. 

The virtual session featured Christina Leaño, 
associate director with Laudato Si' 
Movement and the spiritual director of the 

Genesis School of Contemplative Living 
who has led programs on meditation, 
contemplation and mindfulness for more 
than 15 years. A follow-up conversation 
took place Feb. 21. 

In her presentation, Leaño said she shared 
the pope's belief that increasing awareness 
of what's happening to the world has to be 
partnered with new habits, "and I believe 
mindfulness is one of those new habits." 

She added, "Because I do think that this 
capacity and this practice of mindfulness is 
needed so desperately today for personal 
reasons, for our planet and for each other." 

Mindfulness for awareness and action 

What exactly does mindfulness mean? 

"Simply, it's just being with what is at this 
moment, knowing that it is not permanent," 
Leaño said during the virtual event. "That 
the only thing that is permanent, as we 
know, is God." 

Put another way, mindfulness is a practice of 
intentional awareness of the now, whether 
it's good or bad. It is a "cultivation of being 
present to what is true in ourselves and 
others in our world, and then taking 
intentional action to address it," Leaño said. 

Kyle Kramer, executive director of the 
Passionist Earth and Spirit Center, in 
Louisville, Kentucky, defines mindfulness 
by what it is — "paying attention to the 
present moment with curiosity and kindness, 
rather than judgment and shame" — as 
much as what it is not — a corporate 
productivity hack or a means for fulfilling 
goals. 

"Mindfulness helps you see the world 
through new eyes, and it gives you new 
vision," said the host of the "Earth and 
Spirit" podcast, specifically a non-dual 
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vision, "where the strict dividing line we 
often create between ourselves and other 
people, between ourselves and the created 
world is blurred." It's in that space, Kramer 
added, that the interconnectedness of all 
creation that Francis frequently talks about 
becomes clearer. 
 

'This capacity and this practice of 
mindfulness is needed so desperately today 
for personal reasons, for our planet and for 

each other.' 
—Christina Leaño 

 
Putting mindfulness into practice can take a 
variety of forms. It may be a formal practice 
of sitting cross-legged in a quiet room for a 
period of time, or a forest therapy session 
outdoors. Or it can be focusing intently on 
everyday actions as you do them, whether 
eating, walking or completing chores. 

The Vietnamese Buddhist monk Thích Nhất 
Hạnh, who died Jan. 22, talked about 
mindfulness around a glass of water, and led 
walking meditations in the park, which 
theologian and ex-Dominican priest 
Matthew Fox joined from time to time. 

"It's so simple, to walk every step on Mother 
Earth being fully present," Fox told 
EarthBeat. "And that's a form of meditation, 
and it's prayer … because it is a radical 
response to life, to calm that reptilian brain." 

For decades, Fox has explored the idea of 
mindfulness as part of his studies and 
teachings on creation spirituality. 
Mindfulness to him means more than being 
fully present in a moment, "it is paying 
attention to the suffering, but it's also paying 
attention to the beauty" and the goodness of 
creation. 

Mindfulness can help people connect to a 
sense of joy and gratitude for creation, and 
reclaim a sense of the sacred that Fox 

believes is essential to wake up to the 
damage that humans are causing to the 
planet, and then to become motivated to 
address it. 

The absence of a sense of the sacred was a 
major focus for Passionist Fr. Thomas 
Berry, and guided his beliefs about how 
humanity can restore its relationship with 
the rest of the created world. "It has been 
said we will not save what we do not love. It 
is also true that we will neither love nor save 
what we do not experience as sacred," he 
said. 

Kramer, whose Passionist Center builds on 
Berry's work, said that Berry's belief that 
humanity has become disconnected from the 
rest of the living world led him to invite 
people "into a new way of seeing … And to 
move through the world with that 
awareness, as opposed to an ego-centered 
awareness, is a form of mindfulness." 

While mindfulness is rooted in the Buddhist 
tradition, Berry is among many influential 
Catholic thinkers past and present who have 
taken on the topic. Saints like Thomas 
Aquinas and Benedict, along with more 
modern theologians Meister Eckhart, Fr. 
Thomas Merton and Franciscan Sr. Ilia 
Delio have written on concepts related to 
mindfulness, or contemplation. 

In his encyclical "Laudato Si', on Care for 
Our Common Home," Francis speaks about 
"an attitude of the heart, one which 
approaches life with serene attentiveness" 
and "is capable of being fully present" and 
accepts each moment as a gift from God. 

"An integral ecology includes taking time to 
recover a serene harmony with creation, 
reflecting on our lifestyle and our ideals, and 
contemplating the Creator who lives among 
us and surrounds us, whose presence 'must 
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not be contrived but found, uncovered,' " the 
pope writes. 

"Pope Francis is pretty clear that 
contemplation and bringing awareness and 
love to everything is at the heart of solving 
this ecological crisis, because in the end it's 
about our relationship" to God, each other 
and ourselves, Leaño said. 

Mindfulness for eco-anxiety and burnout 
In November, Elena Ross was among 
hundreds of people who joined a daylong 
fast in support of members of the Sunrise 
Movement who were conducting a hunger 
strike outside the White House to rally 
support for the Build Back Better Act. The 
bill, the focal point of President Joe Biden's 
domestic climate agenda, included half a 
trillion dollars directed toward climate 
change, in what would be the largest-ever 
federal investments on the issue. 
 

 
Participants in the All Saints' Day solidarity fast 
organized by Catholic Climate Covenant and the 
Ignatian Solidarity Network visit climate hunger 
strikers outside the White House in Washington, 
D.C. (Courtesy of Josh Burg) 
 
As the bill fizzled in the following months 
and now faces an uncertain future, Ross felt 
the weight and sadness that can come with 
trying to sustain a cause for the long haul, 
especially as a young activist observing 
those in power apparently unmoved to act. 

"Anger. Loneliness. Weariness. Loss of 
connection to nature and other kinds of 

suffering appeared often in the writings of 
my peers on social media and in my own 
thoughts," she said during the Catholic 
Climate Covenant webinar. 

Longtime proponents and practitioners of 
mindfulness say that it's exactly those 
feelings of burnout and anxiety that the 
practice can help address. 

"Activism alone is not enough. You've got 
to have an inner life," Fox said, who's 
worked with students in his programs 
suffering from eco-anxiety and activist 
burnout. "You have to stay grounded." 

In recent years, the Passionist Earth & Spirit 
Center has offered courses and support 
groups on dealing with eco-anxiety. "And 
how to bring spiritual practice into the very 
heart of those fears," Kramer said. 
Mindfulness has also been a regular topic on 
its podcast, which partners with the local 
NPR affiliate. 

He's quick to add that while helpful, 
"mindfulness is not a magic bullet" capable 
of solving the current climate crisis or 
alleviating all spiritual ills. What it can do, 
he said, is offer tools "to stay grounded and 
resilient in a time that is full of turmoil and 
trouble." 

 
Christina Leaño, associate director with Laudato 
Si' Movement and the spiritual director of the 
Genesis School of Contemplative Living 
(Courtesy of Christina Leaño) 
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But in a decade where climate scientists say 
actions to reduce greenhouse gas emissions 
must rapidly speed up, especially this 
decade, is there time to slow down? 

"Eight years is immediate," Fox said. "But it 
doesn't mean we'll get there through frenzy 
and panic or denial. Panic is not going to get 
us there. It's not. We need some quieting of 
the mind, some quieting of the heart." 

"We have little time to waste," Kramer said. 
"But we have to make good choices in this 
compressed time window that we have, and 
mindfulness helps us slow down and step 
back enough and create nonjudgmental 
space around our decisions that we can 
make good ones." 

Within the Laudato Si' Movement, Leaño 
said they often talk about "the slow and fast 
movement" and use a metaphor of breathing 
in, in terms of practicing prayer and 
contemplation, and then breathing out, 
which represents the action fueled by that 
intentional reflection. 

Leaño doesn't see the time crunch to address 
climate change and the intentional slowing 
down that mindfulness preaches as at odds. 
Instead, she says the latter benefits the 
former. 

For instance, Christina Figueres, the former 
U.N. climate chief and architect of the Paris 
Agreement, has spoken about how 
mindfulness and the teaching of Thích Nhất 
Hạnh helped her find strength to persevere 
and find success through those difficult 
negotiations. 

In the coming months, the Laudato Si' 
Movement plans to launch a Laudato Si' 
Contemplation & Creation program to 
promote the practice of contemplative 
prayer, including through a multiweek 
meditation training program. 

"We need to be very clear about what is 
happening, what is needed and what is my 
role," Leaño said. 

"Mindfulness gives us the capacity, the 
perspective of what is the bigger picture and 
allows us to draw upon deeper stores of 
wisdom. … And without that kind of 
perspective, we're not going to solve the 
crisis." 

 
Brian Roewe 
Brian Roewe is NCR environment 
correspondent. His email address 
is broewe@ncronline.org. Follow him on 
Twitter at @brianroewe. 
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Week Eight: Intimacy 
  

A Human and Divine Pattern 
  

Therapists Sue Johnson and Kenneth 
Sanderfer write about how loved ones can 
deepen their emotional connection to each 
other and become more open to receiving 
God’s love: 

Those who know and live with a sense of 
secure connection to special loved ones have 
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been shown to be more able to tune in to and 
be compassionate toward others, deal with 
anger constructively, cope with distress, stay 
open to and forgive others, show more 
generosity and tolerance, and shape a 
positive sense of self as one who is worthy 
of love and care. These qualities go a long 
way in exemplifying the human virtues laid 
out in Christ’s teachings. . . . 

When our most important love relationships, 
those with parents and life partners, are 
positive, they open us up to the love of God. 
When we feel precious, held, and protected 
by loved ones, it appears to be easier for us 
to feel comfortable seeking closeness to 
God, have confidence in [God’s] 
benevolence, and open ourselves up to faith. 
. . . When the bonds of human love are 
positive, one secure connection cascades 
into another. 

As Father Richard teaches, an early loving 
connection with our parents or caregivers 
helps create a capacity and desire for 
intimacy with God: 

Our initial sense of connection with our 
mother, and hopefully with our father, is the 
beginning of the unitive consciousness to 
which we ultimately want to return. If, in the 
early months and years, we received 
wonderful gazes of love from our parents (or 
other caregivers), mirror neurons were 
formed that provide the physiological 
foundation for intimacy. They allow us to 
grow into an adult capable of intimate, 
close, tender I-Thou relationships with 
others and with God. [1] 

Johnson and Sanderfer point to the mystical 
traditions of experiencing God as a lover, 
which deepen our ability to be intimate with 
others: 

Even in a monastery, this link appears 
between devotion to a partner and devotion 
to God. At Sant’Antimo Abbey in the 
Tuscan hills, built some nine hundred years 
ago on the Via Francigena—the ancient 
pilgrims’ path to Rome—the monks’ chant 
echoes out from the soft stone at lauds, 
terce, sext, and vespers. They sing in joy, “O 
God, you are my God, at dawn and dusk, I 
search for you.” It is not accidental, surely, 
that the bell calling them to prayer is named 
“the spouse.” 

In this sacred circle, where a sense of 
closeness to the divine and a loving 
connection with important others work in 
tandem, love is the gift that keeps on giving. 
Love for the divine guides and enhances 
bonding between partners, and the daily 
practice of love between partners helps to 
strengthen a sense of secure connection with 
God. The sacred circle is illustrated in this 
verse from 1 John 4:7: “Dear friends, let us 
love one another, for love comes from God. 
Everyone who loves has been born of God 
and knows God.” 

Music, journalism, 
slang, swagger — 

the Black prophetic 
tradition is all 

around us 
22 February 2022 

by Byron Wratee 
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Mischa, 6, from Maryland, holds a bullhorn in 
front of a "Black Lives Matter" protest sign near 
the White House in Washington June 10, 2020. 
(CNS/Reuters/Kevin Lamarque) 
 
Nine years ago, in her "Love Letter to Black 
Folks," Black Lives Matter co-founder 
Alicia Garza discerned the signs of the time. 
She used social media to prophetically 
highlight Black Americans' griefs and 
anxieties after George Zimmerman's 
acquittal in the death of Trayvon Martin. 
She wrote on Facebook, "We don't deserve 
to be killed with impunity. We need to love 
ourselves and fight for a world where Black 
lives matter. Black people, I love you. We 
matter. Our lives matter." 

Millions of Americans responded to her 
message because it expressed genuine love 
for Black persons, not a social theory about 
anti-Black oppression. 

"Black Lives Matter" captures the essence of 
the entire Black prophetic tradition. In the 
eyes of God and Christ's followers, Black 
lives matter. Despite this, in recent years, 
many Americans and, unfortunately, many 
prominent U.S. Catholic bishops have made 
countless disparaging comments about a 
movement committed to Black life. 

In a video message to a meeting of the 
Congress of Catholics and Public Life in 
Madrid last November, Los Angeles 
Archbishop José Gomez criticized the new 
political and social justice movements in the 

United States as pseudo-religions seeking to 
replace traditional Christian beliefs. 

Last April, in an interview about his book on 
Catholic social teaching, Los Angeles 
Auxiliary Bishop Robert Barron correctly 
explained how Catholics should "never think 
of economics and politics as secular, if by 
that we mean divorced from God and God's 
purposes." However, in the same interview, 
Barron links so-called "woke" ideologies 
championed by many across the United 
States to European modern and postmodern 
thinkers like Marx, Nietzsche and Foucault. 
According to Barron, these thinkers 
advocate social theories that divide 
humanity into two classes of oppressors and 
oppressed, focus too much on identity, 
demonize the market economy and ignore 
God's command to love our enemies. 

While Barron makes a compelling argument 
about European social theories, a rich Black 
prophetic tradition undergirds the current 
Black social movements and social thoughts. 

To appreciate the Black prophetic tradition, 
we must first turn to Judaism, prophecy and 
the Hebrew Bible (or Old Testament). In his 
classic book The Prophets, Rabbi Abraham 
Joshua Heschel defined prophets as persons 
who say no to their unjust society, and their 
no springs from God's pathos or concern for 
the oppressed. God so loves the world that 
God pays special attention to neglected 
creatures in the world. When it comes to 
good and evil, God is never neutral but 
always partial to justice. 

"All men care for the world," says Herschel, 
"The prophet cares for God's care." 
Suffering pains God, and oppression enrages 
God. As spokespersons for God, prophets 
express God's deep concern for the least 
among us through their words and deeds. 
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In the opening lines of Gaudium et Spes, the 
Second Vatican Council beautifully 
summarized how all Christians should live 
into their prophetic identity. "The joys and 
the hopes, the griefs and the anxieties of the 
men [and women] of this age, especially 
those who are poor or in any way afflicted," 
says the council, "these are the joys and 
hopes, the griefs and anxieties of the 
followers of Christ. Indeed, nothing 
genuinely human fails to raise an echo in 
their hearts." 

The council then challenged the followers of 
Christ to discern the signs of the time. 
Prophets don't simply predict the future or 
recount past wrongs; they discern the signs 
of the time to provide insight into God's 
present concerns. 

Black Christians know deep in their hearts 
that God cares immensely about Black 
children, women and men who suffer under 
the enduring legacy of chattel slavery and 
U.S. apartheid and continue to struggle 
under worldwide systemic racism and white 
supremacy. The pathos of God for Black 
lives is the wellspring for the Black 
prophetic tradition in the U.S. 

The leaders of the Black Lives Matter 
movement do not reject Christians or 
Christianity; they reject respectability 

politics with churches that minimize the 
prophetic witness of Black women and 

LGBTQ persons. 
 

The Black prophetic tradition began on the 
shores of West Africa, where tribes and 
villages attempted to resist captivity. It 
found its spiritual vitality during the Middle 
Passage when "the Spirit interceded with 
sighs too deep for words" in the hearts of 
African women, children and men chained 
in the belly of slave ships (Romans 8:26). 

It found its earliest expression in spirituals 
or religious folk songs. Despite laws 
denying them adequate education or 
religious freedom, anonymous poets and 
musicians composed songs that expressed 
their prophetic no. They sang, "No more 
auction block for me," and "O, freedom over 
me." They connected God's concern for 
Israel under Egyptian slavery with their 
enslavement. We see this connection in 
numerous spirituals such as "Go Down 
Moses," "Didn't Old Pharaoh Get Lost in 
The Red Sea," "O Mary Don't You Weep," 
and "I Am Bound for the Promised Land," 
to name a few. 

During the Harlem Renaissance, poet 
Countee Cullen would connect Jesus's 
suffering with the lynching of Black 
Americans. In his poem "Christ 
Recrucified," Cullen accused Southern lynch 
mobs of "crucifying Christ again." 

We even hear this prophetic tradition in jazz 
and blues music. Billie Holiday adapted and 
sang Abel Meeropol's "Strange Fruit" 
because the poem reminded her of her 
father's denial of medical treatment at an all-
white hospital for his chronic lung disease. 
Unlike many European and Euro-American 
expressions of Christianity, the Black 
prophetic tradition doesn't maintain a strict 
contrast between the sacred and secular. The 
prophetic often manifests in Black 
Christians' words and deeds outside the 
institutional church. 
 
Strange Fruit 
Often overlooked and marginalized, Black 
women have served as the greatest prophets 
within the Black prophetic tradition. Sexism 
in Black churches forced many Black 
women to prophesize about Black life and 
survival outside the institutional church. 
After the lynching of her friend, Black 
journalist Ida B. Wells-Barnett investigated 
and reported internationally on white 
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supremacist mob violence between the 
1880s and 1930s. Along with Mary Church 
Terrell and Mary McLeod Bethune, Wells-
Barnett started the Black women's clubs 
movement to combat racism and improve 
the lives of Black families. 

The Women's Political Council (WPC) in 
Montgomery, Alabama, serves as another 
example. After hearing complaints from 
Black public riders, mainly women, the 
WPC started the Montgomery Bus Boycotts 
under the leadership of Jo Ann Robinson, an 
English professor at Alabama State 
University. 

The leaders of the Black Lives Matter 
movement do not reject Christians or 
Christianity; they reject respectability 
politics with churches that minimize the 
prophetic witness of Black women and 
LGBTQ persons. 

Because he spoke with rare clarity, Martin 
Luther King Jr. stands as a powerful witness 
to the Black prophetic tradition, yet we 
reduce him to his famous quotes and forget 
how immensely unpopular he was during his 
time for speaking out against poverty and 
war. 

The Black prophetic tradition is more 
extensive than King — and it is all around 
us. 

Banning critical race theory, intersectional 
feminism, "The 1619 Project" and The 
Bluest Eye will not destroy the 
tradition. Lauryn Hill reminds us that the 
New Jerusalem is in every ghetto and every 
urban place we know. The tradition is not a 
social theory; it uses social theory. It 
employs any means necessary — poetry, 
philosophy, music, art, tweets, journalism, 
fashion, slang or swagger — to declare a 
prophetic no to anti-Blackness and the 
affirming yes to Black life. 

 
Byron Wratee 
Byron Wratee is a doctoral candidate in 
systematic theology at Boston College. His 
current research explores Howard 
Thurman's mystical theology and anti-Black 
violence against Black military veterans 
during the Red Summer of 1919. He 
received his Master of Divinity from Emory 
University's Candler School of Theology, a 
Juris Doctor from the University of South 
Carolina School of Law and a bachelor's 
degree in English from Stillman College. 

I forgive Pope 
Benedict. I hope 
others can too. 
I see Benedict as a holy but flawed 
individual who did the best he was capable 
of. 
 

 
Pope Francis, right, hugs Pope Emeritus 
Benedict XVI prior to the start of a meeting with 
elderly faithful in St. Peter's Square at the 
Vatican, Sept. 28, 2014. A long-awaited report 
on sexual abuse in Germany’s Munich Diocese 
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recently faulted Benedict's handling of four 
cases when he was archbishop in the 1970s and 
1980s. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia, File) 
 
22 February 2022 
By  
Thomas Reese 
 
 (RNS) — I first met Cardinal Joseph 
Ratzinger in 1994 when I was researching 
my book “Inside the Vatican: The Politics 
and Organization of the Catholic Church.” I 
was getting ready to leave Rome and he was 
one of the last and most important 
interviews for the book. Because of illness, 
he had to cancel our first appointment and 
then graciously rescheduled me for a time 
when most Vatican officials were taking 
their siestas. 
 
At the end of the interview, I asked for his 
blessing — something I only did with two 
other Vatican officials — because I sensed I 
was in the presence of a holy man. 
 
But I also knew I was in the presence of a 
man who, as head of the Congregation for 
the Doctrine of the Faith, had done 
irreparable harm to theological discussion in 
the church. There were scores of theologians 
who had been investigated and silenced by 
his congregation during the papacy of John 
Paul II. Articles and books had been 
censored. Professors had been removed from 
their jobs. Even more had practiced self-
censorship to avoid harassment. 
Those targeted included liberation 
theologians in Latin America, moral 
theologians in the United States and Europe, 
and anyone writing about the priesthood. 
 
Some of them were my close friends. I lived 
with two Jesuits who spent most of their 
sabbatical defending themselves from 
attacks by Rome. These were not minor 
figures. One, Michael Buckley, had worked 
as the chief staff person for the U.S. 

bishops’ committee on doctrine; the other, 
David Hollenbach, had helped the bishops 
write their pastoral letter on the economy. 
Ratzinger’s problem was that he treated 
theologians like they were his graduate 
students who needed correction and 
guidance. 
 
As a result, my last question to the cardinal 
was, “Granted the history of this 
congregation and the church in relation with 
certain theologians — I am thinking of some 
who were silenced before Vatican II and 
then were later acknowledged — do you 
ever worry that you may be … ?” 
He laughed and responded, “Well, every day 
we make an examination of conscience if we 
are doing good or not. But finally, only our 
Lord can judge.” In short, you do the best 
you can. 
 
My own difficulties with Ratzinger began 
shortly after I became editor of America 
Magazine, a journal of opinion published by 
U.S. Jesuits. When I became editor in June 
1998, I wanted to make America a journal of 
discussion and debate on the important 
issues facing the church. I knew there were 
limits to what we could publish. There 
would be no editorials in favor of married 
priests, women priests or changing the 
church teaching on birth control. But I 
thought we could have discussion and 
debate in articles that did not necessarily 
represent the views of the magazine. 
 
That summer the Vatican issued documents 
on the authority of bishops’ conferences and 
on ecumenism and interreligious dialogue. I 
asked around to find the best canon lawyers 
and theologians to write about these 
documents and published their articles. I did 
not tell them what to say. For the most part, 
they were polite responses that started by 
saying what they liked about the documents 
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followed by where they thought the 
documents failed. 
 
Over my seven years as editor, I tried to get 
writers who would represent different views 
in the church. I published every submission 
from a bishop (except one). When Cardinal 
Walter Kasper submitted an article critical 
of Ratzinger’s ecclesiology, I immediately 
requested and got a response for publication 
from him.   
 
I even invited Raymond Burke, then 
archbishop of St. Louis, to explain his 
position on denying Communion to pro-
choice politicians. But I also published 
responses from a prominent canon lawyer 
and the Catholic representative he had 
targeted. 
 
We also published numerous articles on the 
sex abuse crisis.  
 
Within a couple of years, Ratzinger, through 
the Jesuit superior general in Rome, was 
signaling his unhappiness with the 
magazine. It became clear that in Rome’s 
view a Catholic journal of opinion should 
only express one opinion — the Vatican’s. 
Every document and word from the Vatican 
should be greeted with uncritical 
enthusiasm. 
 
Conservative Catholic voices in the United 
States were also attacking the magazine for 
not being obedient to the pope. Interestingly, 
many of these same voices are now 
criticizing Pope Francis in a tone I would 
never have taken with anyone in the papacy. 

 
Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI sits in St. Peter’s 
Basilica on Dec. 8, 2015. A long-awaited report 
on sexual abuse faulted his handling of four 
cases. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia) 
 
At one point, the Vatican wanted to impose 
a committee of bishops as censors for the 
magazine. Luckily, Cardinal Avery Dulles 
and others came to our defense and the idea 
was tabled. 
 
The final nail in the coffin was a series of 
articles on gay marriage, starting with one 
strongly opposed to it by a philosophy 
professor from the Catholic University of 
America. In response to this article, we 
received an unsolicited article supporting 
gay marriage by a theology professor from 
Boston College. I knew this would be 
controversial, so I allowed the first author to 
respond to the response, and thus have the 
last word. That was not good enough.  
Soon after, the word came from Ratzinger 
that Reese had to go. For various reasons, 
the message was not communicated to me 
until after he was elected pope. 
 
I was not surprised when I heard. I had 
already concluded that it was time to go. 
Granted my history with Ratzinger, now that 
he was pope, it was best for the Jesuits and 
the magazine that I bow out. And although I 
loved the job, I was tired after seven years of 
looking over my shoulder. 
 



True, I was angry and depressed, but it soon 
became clear that once I was no longer 
editor, no one in Rome cared what I said or 
wrote. I was free. I have enjoyed my post-
America career as a writer for Religion 
News Service and the National Catholic 
Reporter. And the election of Pope Francis 
lifted my depression. 
 
I am getting old, and I now want to forgive 
Benedict. I want to let it go. I don’t think we 
really grow up until we are able to forgive 
our parents for their failures.  
 
Benedict has not asked for my forgiveness. I 
doubt he remembers who I am. He probably 
still believes what he did to me and to 
numerous theologians was the right thing for 
the church, but I still want to forgive him. 
 
I cannot insist that others forgive him, 
especially those who were abused by priests. 
In the early days of the crisis, he was like 
every other prelate, but he got better over 
time and faster than did many of his peers. 
He ultimately helped the church improve its 
response to the abuse crisis. But my 
experience is in no way comparable to the 
pain they suffered.  
 
In short, I see Benedict as a holy but flawed 
individual who did the best he was capable 
of. For all of us, that is the best we can say, 
so we should forgive as we would want to 
be forgiven. In the end, as he said, “finally, 
only our Lord can judge.” 
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Week Eight: Intimacy 
  

An Opportunity to Grow 
Stronger 

  

The more we see [and know our failures], 
the more by grace we shall long to be filled 
full of endless joy, for we are created for 
that. 
 
—Julian of Norwich, Revelations of Divine 
Love, chapter 8 
 
Father Richard believes that marriage and 
friendship are fruitful training grounds for 
intimacy with both God and people. He 
writes:   

We all need experiences of being loved 
unconditionally. Without direct experience 
of unconditional love, as shared in a good 
marriage or close friendship, it’s hard to 
believe in God’s unconditional love. Our 
friend or partner constantly holds a mirror 
up to us, and shows us our good side and our 
bad side, and reminds us that we still 
haven’t really learned to love. We come 
face-to-face with an infinite mystery that 
assures us that we can’t live up to it. That’s 
why Jesus gave a symbolically infinite 
number, “seventy times seven,” to describe 
countless times even good people will need 
to forgive each other. 
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Thankfully, the gospel gives us a blessed 
assurance that we operate inside of an 
abundant, limitless, infinite Love. Even 
though we will constantly fail, failure is not 
the final word. We also have hope that 
everything can be mended, healed, and 
restored. A welded connection can be the 
strongest part of a metal bar. It’s the 
breaking and the welding and the mending 
that create the real beauty of relationship. 
This is the dance of intimacy: we ask one 
another for forgiveness as we confess that 
once again we didn’t do it right. We needn’t 
be surprised or punish ourselves for it—
though we all do. Darn it, I didn’t love right 
again! How can I miss the point so many 
times? 

I don’t think getting it right teaches us 
vulnerability. It’s when we’re wrong that we 
are taught to be vulnerable. We finally 
realize we are falling ever-deeper into 
something that we can never live up to—a 
sustained vulnerability, a continual risk. It’s 
not a vulnerability and intimacy that we 
choose just now and then. Eventually, it 
becomes second nature to apologize, to 
admit we are wrong, to ask for forgiveness 
but not hate ourselves for it. 

Divine intimacy and human intimacy share 
the same dynamics. I believe one is a school 
for the other. Most people start with human 
intimacy and move toward divine intimacy. 
But I do believe there are a few souls who 
start with God’s divine ambush, who first 
learn how to be vulnerable before God and 
then transfer this to their human 
relationships. Two who have taught me that 
best are Thérèse of Lisieux and Julian of 
Norwich. Both are among my favorite 
mystics, and both are women. Women, and 
those in touch with their feminine side, seem 
to have a readiness for intimacy, mutuality, 
and vulnerability that offers a central 
message for all believers. 

US bishops defend 
planned $28 million 
eucharistic congress 

amid criticism 
23 February 2022 
by Brian Fraga 

  
Accountability 

People 
 

 
A monstrance holds the Eucharist at a church in 
Colorado. (Unsplash/Josh Applegate) 
 
To organize a National Eucharistic Congress 
in 2024, the Catholic bishops in the United 
States have partnered with an event planner 
who was accused of charging exorbitant 
rates during the preparations for Donald 
Trump's presidential inauguration in January 
2017. 

The bishops are also relying on conservative 
Catholic organizations to provide funding 
and create catechetical and promotional 
materials for a multiyear National 
Eucharistic Revival that will lead up to the 
four-day congress in July 2024. The bishops 
intend to set up a nonprofit organization to 
handle logistics and raise $28 million over 

https://www.ncronline.org/authors/brian-fraga
https://www.ncronline.org/channel/accountability
https://www.ncronline.org/channel/people


the next two years to hold the event in 
downtown Indianapolis. 

Some Catholic observers, including experts 
in financial planning and church 
management, say the bishops' plan is sound 
and consistent with other large religious 
events in recent years, including the 2015 
World Meeting of Families in Philadelphia. 

Also linking belief in the real presence of 
Jesus in the Eucharist to regular Mass 
attendance and active church participation, 
those observers think the bishops are on the 
right track. 

 
Matthew Manion (CNS/Courtesy of Villanova 
University) 
 
"This should be the kind of thing we can all 
unite around. If we can't unite around the 
Eucharist, and Jesus' presence in the 
Eucharist, I don't know what we can unite 
around," Matt Manion, director of the 
Center for Church Management at Villanova 
University, told NCR. 

But some other liturgists, sacramental 
theologians, lay Catholics involved in 
church reform movements, and clergy abuse 
survivor advocates question the revival's 
premise, its price tag and the prelates' 
motives. 

"You had low Mass attendance long before 
COVID that coincided with finance and sex 
abuse scandals. But the bishops think 
[confusion about] the Eucharist is the cause 
for the disaffection? Really?" asked Donna 
Doucette, the executive director of Voice of 
the Faithful, a reform group formed in the 
aftermath of the revelations of clergy abuse 
in the Boston archdiocese in 2002. 

Jesuit Fr. John Baldovin, a professor of 
historical and liturgical theology at Boston 
College's School of Theology and Ministry, 
told NCR that previous public opinion polls, 
including an oft-cited August 2019 Pew 
survey, do not support the argument that 
emphasizing the Real Presence will draw 
fallen-away Catholics back to church. 

"The real question, I'd say, is not exactly the 
Eucharist," Baldovin said. "It's the 
credibility of Catholicism." 

The price tag 
To organize the July 2024 National 
Eucharistic Congress, which they hope will 
attract up to 80,000 attendees, the bishops 
are partnering with Hargrove, an event-
planning company based near Washington, 
D.C., that has been involved in previous 
papal events. Hargrove has organized annual 
meetings for the World Bank and 
International Monetary Fund, major 
gatherings like the Democratic National 
Convention, and has been involved in 
producing events for every presidential 
inauguration since Harry Truman's in 1949. 
Hargrove was paid at least $25 million for 
Trump's inauguration, CNN reported in 
2019. CNN also reported that internal emails 
showed that event planners for Trump's 
inauguration raised questions about 
Hargrove's prices. One planner reportedly 
said Hargrove's bid to decorate two halls of 
a convention center was "literally five times 
anywhere else would be." The Wall Street 
Journal reported that one planner 
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complained about Hargrove's "excessively 
high prices for labor, centerpieces and even 
bike racks." 
 
'It's a whole lot of money when you put it all 
together, but when you break down what's 
actually happening, all these people will be 

coming together for this incredible 
experience.' 

—Bishop Andrew Cozzens 
 

Hargrove did not immediately return a 
message from NCR seeking comment about 
its pricing. Bishop Andrew Cozzens of 
Crookston, Minnesota, told NCR that last 
year the bishops put out a request for 
proposals from event planning companies. 
He said Hargrove's proposal was the most 
detailed. 

"They understood the particular aspects that 
we needed," said Cozzens, who is the point 
man for the eucharistic revival and congress 
as the chairman of the bishops' Committee 
on Evangelization and Catechesis. 

In a video posted in January on the website 
of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops, 
Cozzens said the eucharistic revival — 
which is to begin this year on June 19, the 
feast of Corpus Christi — and the congress 
in 2024 are "central to the mission of the 
church in the United States right now." He 
told NCR that the initiative is a "foundation 
piece" in the bishops' plan to rekindle 
eucharistic devotion among the Catholic 
faithful. 

"We need an initiative like this to help us 
bring that about," Cozzens said. 

 
Bishop Andrew Cozzens listens to a question 
during a Nov. 17, 2021, session of the fall 
general assembly of the U.S. Conference of 
Catholic Bishops in Baltimore. (CNS/Bob 
Roller) 
 
Arguably the most difficult aspect for the 
bishops in marketing their project is the 
congress' estimated $28 million budget. That 
figure prompted Archbishop Timothy 
Broglio of the U.S. Military Services to ask 
Cozzens at the conference's fall 2021 
general assembly how the bishops could 
successfully market an initiative with a price 
tag that would seem "scandalous" to many 
Catholics. 

"That's my budget for four years for the 
archdiocese, and I would imagine in much 
smaller dioceses, that probably represents 
much more," Broglio said. 

Breakdown of biggest expenses 
Cozzens acknowledged to NCR that $28 
million was "a lot of money," though he 
suggested that "the spiritual fruits will be 
worth the investment." 
"It's a whole lot of money when you put it 
all together," he said, "but when you break 
down what's actually happening, all these 
people will be coming together for this 
incredible experience." 

A breakdown of the estimated budget for the 
eucharistic congress that Cozzens presented 
to the bishops last November indicates that 
the biggest expenses stand to be: 
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• $9.945 million for audio-visual production 
and programming; 

• $4.545 million for the general service 
contractor that will assemble the staging, 
build sets and provide decor elements, 
among other services; 

• $2 million for electricity and internet; 
• $1.385 million for event management; 
• $1.039 million for use of the venues, Lucas 

Oil Stadium and the Indiana Convention 
Center. 

 
St. John the Evangelist Catholic Church is 
reflected on windows of the Indiana Convention 
Center in downtown Indianapolis. (Flickr/Richie 
Diesterheft) 
 
Other significant expenses include $700,000 
for marketing and promotional materials; 
$650,000 for entertainment; $150,000 to 
shuttle bishops, their staff and VIPs from 
their hotel to the venues; and $800,000 for 
security. 

The bishops' plan envisions that a majority 
of the operating expenses — about $18 
million — will be covered by at least 60,000 
attendees, each paying a fee of $300 to 
$350, with the remaining $10 million to be 
paid by donations and the event's sponsors. 
Some of the money raised will also be used 
for scholarships to help lower-income 
people attend the event, Cozzens told NCR. 

The congress will take place during the 
height of the 2024 presidential campaign 
season. The Democratic and Republican 
nominating conventions are usually held 
during the summer. 
 
'If we can't unite around the Eucharist, and 

Jesus' presence in the Eucharist, I don't 
know what we can unite around.' 

—Matt Manion 
 

Bishop William Muhm, an auxiliary for the 
Archdiocese of the Military Services, 
suggested last November that the bishops' 
conference reach out to both political parties 
to ask that they not schedule their 
conventions the same week as the 
eucharistic congress, to not make it appear 
that the bishops were trying to "politicize" 
the Eucharist. 

Cozzens replied at the time that he wasn't 
sure how much influence the bishops would 
have with either party scheduling its 
convention. 

'Complex and expensive projects' 
To "organize, plan and fully execute" the 
event, Cozzens told the bishops' conference, 
they will soon establish a new 501(c)(3) 
nonprofit organization that will handle the 
"substantial fundraising" and carry the 
insurance liability for the event. He noted 
the nonprofit will need to hire staff and 
could possibly continue after the congress. 
That approach is similar to how the 
Philadelphia Archdiocese prepared for 
the World Meeting of Families, a five-day 
event in September 2015 that drew 
approximately 20,000 people from 100 
different countries. The archdiocese set up a 
nonprofit in 2012 that over three years 
raised at least $42 million, tax documents 
show. In its first two years of activity, the 
nonprofit had a full-time paid staff with 
salaries totaling more than $1 million. In its 
final year, the nonprofit didn't have any paid 
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staff and distributed its remaining assets to 
the archdiocese. 

 
The National Catholic Youth Conference holds 
an event Nov. 22, 2019, at Lucas Oil Stadium in 
Indianapolis. (CNS/The Criterion/Sean 
Gallagher) 
 
By comparison, the National Federation for 
Catholic Youth Ministry in 2019 had a $3.28 
million budget for its biannual National 
Catholic Youth Conference, which was held 
that year at Lucas Oil Stadium. About 
20,000 young people attended that event, 
which generated about $4.7 million in total 
revenue, according to the federation's 2019-
20 financial report. 

Manion, from the Center for Church 
Management at Villanova University, said 
creating a nonprofit to handle a large event 
like a National Eucharistic Congress makes 
sense in that it doesn't pull resources from 
other activities in the bishops' conference 
budget. 

"There are certain reporting requirements 
from a transparency standpoint that I think 
would also be healthy as opposed to this 
getting buried in the budget of the U.S. 
Conference of Catholic Bishops and no one 
really knowing what it costs," Manion said. 

 
Patrick Markey (CNS/Courtesy of 
Leadership Roundtable) 
 
Patrick Markey, the managing partner for 
the National Leadership Roundtable on 
Church Management, told NCR in an email 
that large initiatives like a National 
Eucharistic Congress "are complex and 
expensive projects." 

"It is a long-standing best practice to ensure 
that the financial aspects of such 
undertakings are transparent to the public, 
open for scrutiny, and that those in charge 
are accountable to donors and other 
stakeholders for financial decisions," 
Markey said. 

Tough sell despite promises 
Despite the promises of best practices, 
transparency and spiritual returns on 
investment, the scope and expense of the 
eucharistic revival and national congress 
remain a tough sell to many observers. 
"They'd be better off putting that money into 
improving the quality of the celebration of 
the Eucharist, and of preaching. Then you'd 
have something to work with," Baldovin of 
Boston College said. 

Deborah Rose-Milavec, co-director of 
FutureChurch, an organization that 
advocates for reforms in church governance 
and practice, said, "To put that kind of 
money into a revival for [the bishops'] image 
and their authority is a really sad chapter in 
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a very long history of this group of bishops 
leading the church wrongly." 

Terence McKiernan, co-founder 
of BishopAccountability.org, a website that 
tracks the bishops' response to clergy sex 
abuse scandals, told NCR he believes the 
$28 million expense will be "galling" for 
clergy sex abuse survivors, unless the 
bishops act concretely in the next couple of 
years to prove they stand with survivors. 

 
Terence McKiernan (Courtesy of Terence 
McKiernan) 
 
"The last thing you want is for a celebration 
of the Eucharist to look like conspicuous 
consumption at the expense of survivors," 
McKiernan said. 

Though adding that $28 million can be seen 
as an investment, Manion said it is still "a 
huge price tag." 

"I could also look at the $28 million budget 
and say, 'That's the budget for 100 schools in 
the Archdiocese of Philadelphia,'" Manion 
said. "I think all those things are fair 
questions to ask." 

Conservative-leaning donors 

To cover expenses, the bishops have thus far 
been relying on in-kind donations and 
sponsorships from conservative-leaning 
Catholic groups. 

In January, the bishops launched 
a website for the revival, which Cozzens 
said in November was made possible by a 
$1.2 million in-kind gift from Formed, an 
online Catholic streaming and multimedia 
platform developed by the Augustine 
Institute, a conservative Colorado-based 
nonprofit that is also sponsoring the 
eucharistic congress. 

The Knights of Columbus, the fraternal 
organization for Catholic men that has 
increasingly become active in conservative 
partisan politics in recent years, is also 
sponsoring the initiative. Cozzens told the 
bishops last November that the Knights are 
helping to produce "eucharistic procession 
tool kits" and has provided a grant to 
develop a national advertising strategy for 
the revival. 

'They'd be better off putting that money into 
improving the quality of the celebration of 
the Eucharist, and of preaching. Then you'd 

have something to work with.' 
—Jesuit Fr. John Baldovin 

 
Cozzens also said in November that Our 
Sunday Visitor, the Indiana-based Catholic 
publishing company, will publish a tract on 
eucharistic belief and practices for the 
revival, and has offered a $1 million 
donation for the initiative. 

The McGrath Institute for Church Life at the 
University of Notre Dame is providing 
funding for a new survey that the Center for 
Applied Research in the Apostolate at 
Georgetown University will conduct on 
Catholic eucharistic beliefs. In the run-up to 
the planning for the eucharistic revival and 
congress, several bishops often cited a 2019 
Pew Research Center survey that purported 
to find that only about a third of U.S. 
Catholics believed in the real presence of 
Jesus in the Eucharist. 
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But religious scholars cautioned about 
reading too much into that survey, adding 
that the options respondents were given did 
not reflect the complexity of Catholic 
teaching on the Eucharist. 

Acknowledging that "there were some 
problems" with the Pew survey, 
Cozzens said in November that the bishops 
commissioned the CARA survey to get at 
the "deeper issues" pertaining to Catholic 
beliefs in the Eucharist. 

Mark Gray, the director of CARA Catholic 
Polls, told NCR that he and his team of 
social scientists are working with 
sacramental theologians to craft a survey 
that will include open-ended questions for 
Catholic respondents to explain more fully 
what they believe about the Eucharist at the 
moment of consecration. 

"We felt that some of the existing questions 
in surveys, which are sometimes asked of all 
Christians and not just Catholics, use 
wording that may not necessarily fit what 
the church teaches," Gray said. 

 
Two people pray before the Blessed Sacrament 
Aug. 11, 2021, at an adoration chapel, modified 
during the coronavirus pandemic, at St. John 
Neumann Catholic Church in Gaithersburg, 
Maryland. (CNS/Carol Zimmermann) 
 

Gray added that the most-cited reasons in 
surveys for why Catholics do not attend 
Mass are often scheduling conflicts, family 
obligations and a sense, especially among 
younger adults, that it is not sinful to not 
attend Mass. 

"Very rarely is it any of the hot-button 
issues," Gray said. "It's these mundane, 
everyday things." 

Getting Catholics back in the pews 
Placing Mass attendance back on the priority 
list for most American Catholics, by 
emphasizing the Eucharist, is the bishops' 
strategy to get them back into the pews. In 
his NCR interview, Cozzens linked fostering 
eucharistic devotion with promoting Pope 
Francis' "culture of encounter." 
"That culture of encounter is both the culture 
of encounter with each other and the 
encounter with the Lord that happens in the 
Eucharist," Cozzens said. "That culture of 
encounter can change and transform us, 
even when we find ourselves discouraged or 
even hurt by the church." 

However, those involved in church reform 
and accountability groups argue that the 
various scandals related to clergy sex abuse, 
financial wrongdoing and the partisan 
culture war postures of some bishops and 
priests, among other issues, have more to do 
with American Catholics being estranged 
from their religion. 

'You can take any person in the world, 
except a bishop apparently, and pose these 

questions to them about what they think 
might be the more likely cause of people not 

attending Mass, and I'm pretty sure only a 
bishop would choose the Eucharist.' 

—Donna Doucette 
 

"For Catholics who have experienced hurt 
and marginalization, this revival and 
eucharistic congress are going to do nothing 
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to heal those wounds. In fact, they will 
probably rip them wide open," said Russ 
Petrus, the other co-director of 
FutureChurch. 

"You can take any person in the world, 
except a bishop apparently, and pose these 
questions to them about what they think 
might be the more likely cause of people not 
attending Mass, and I'm pretty sure only a 
bishop would choose the Eucharist," said 
Doucette of Voice of the Faithful. 

Doucette noted that the bishops are using 
their new document on "eucharistic 
coherence" as a resource for the revival. The 
document, titled "The Mystery of the 
Eucharist in the Life of the Church," 
originated from a special working group the 
bishops' conference created in response to 
the November 2020 election of President Joe 
Biden, a Catholic politician who 
supports abortion rights. 

 
Donna Doucette (CNS/Courtesy of Donna 
Doucette) 
 
"It seems to me this grew out of an attempt 
from the [bishops] to pit the U.S. Catholic 
Church against the political administration 
coming into power," Doucette said. "And 
when that failed, they had to save face by 
doing something else." 

Others note that bishops across the country 
have shuttered financially struggling 
parishes and Catholic schools in recent 

years. They also point out that some prelates 
have tried to shield church assets from 
settlements with clergy sex abuse survivors. 

"I think the $28 million is going to be really, 
really hard for survivors to take," said 
McKiernan of BishopAccountability.org. 
"The question is, are the bishops, as they 
plan all this, really going to take that 
objection seriously?" 

Cozzens told NCR that he "has walked 
with" victims of clergy sex abuse who he 
said "experienced healing" through 
eucharistic adoration. The bishop said he 
understands the concerns about how the 
church spends money. 

Cozzens added that spending money for 
evangelization "is also a good thing" to do 
for an initiative he argues will lead to 
transformed lives and help heal divisions 
and pain that people in the church are 
experiencing. 

"This is about a renewal of the eucharistic 
life of the church, which Vatican II said was 
supposed to be the heart of our life," 
Cozzens said. "As we invite people to pray 
about that, and to enter more deeply into it, 
we hope their hearts will be transformed so 
that they might be part of the healing of our 
world." 

 
Brian Fraga 
Brian Fraga is NCR staff reporter. His email 
address is bfraga@ncronline.org. Follow 
him on Twitter at @BrianFragaNCR. 
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Meet the US 
students set to talk 
to Pope Francis on 

Feb. 24 
23 February 2022 

by Melissa Cedillo 
  

People 
Vatican 

 

 
A promotional image on the website of Loyola 
University Chicago advertises the university's 
upcoming virtual meeting with Pope Francis and 
students from North, Central and South America 
Feb. 24. (CNS/Loyola University Chicago) 
 
When she first got the email inviting her to a 
video conference with the pope, Anasofia 
Gutierrez, a senior at Gonzaga University, 
thought it was a scam. After reading the 
details about having until midnight to decide 
and not talking to the media, she says she 
thought it was "obviously a joke," until one 
of her professors confirmed she was in fact 
being invited to an event with Pope Francis.  

Gutierrez, a psychology, women and gender 
studies, and religion studies major, is one of 
the many students set to talk with Francis in 
a virtual dialogue on Feb 24 as a part of the 
ongoing synod on synodality. During the 75-

minute Zoom call, hosted by Loyola 
University Chicago, students from North, 
Central and South America, as well as the 
Caribbean, will share their perspectives on 
issues that impact their lives, especially 
immigration and matters related to economic 
and environmental justice. 

The students chosen to participate in the 
dialogue range from "practicing" to "distant 
from the church," they told NCR. Many said 
being part of this listening process has 
brought them a sense of hope and renewal.  

Becca Kranich of Manhattan College said 
the way the church in the U.S. has 
responded to LGBTQ+ rights, racism and 
sex abuse had caused her to lose faith, but 
the fact that the pope is going to listen to 
university students has her excited and 
optimistic. 

"It's still shocking just to know that he's 
[Francis] going to be on Zoom," Shyh Saenz 
of Gonzaga said. 

"It's a great honor," Jesus "Paco" Estrada Jr., 
a student at Loyola Marymount University, 
said about attending the upcoming virtual 
conference with Pope Francis.  

Estrada was selected by his peers as one of 
two spokespersons to represent the Pacific 
region and speak directly with Pope Francis. 
Before he was approached about this 
project, Estrada says he was unaware about 
the ongoing synodal project happening in 
the church. 

"I am involved with campus ministry and I 
study theology, but I had no clue about the 
synodal process," he explained.  
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Pope Francis leads a virtual meeting of his 
Council of Cardinals Sept. 21, 2021, from his 
residence at the Domus Sanctae Marthae at the 
Vatican. Students will speak with Francis in a 
virtual dialogue Feb 24 as a part of the ongoing 
synod on synodality. (CNS/Dicastery for 
Communication) 
 
Dave De La Fuente of Fordham University 
and Ana Ruiz of Georgetown University, 
two students who are part of the Eastern 
region, were aware that there was a synodal 
process happening in the church but did not 
think that they would actually get to 
participate in the listening process.  

"Even if I had heard about this, I would not 
have imagined that I could participate 
because it seems so far away. Pope Francis 
is physically far and levels of hierarchy are 
far. It's quite incredible that we have this 
opportunity," Channing Lee of Georgetown 
University said.  

"Working through universities is also a good 
strategy for getting as many voices as 
possible for the church listening session," 
Laurel Potter of Boston College said.  

"It's still shocking just to know that he's 
[Francis] going to be on Zoom." 

—Shyh Saenz, Gonzaga University 
 

A major theme of the video conference is 
migration, which is personal for many of the 
students attending.  

Estrada is a sophomore theological studies 
and Spanish major who hopes to be an 
immigration attorney one day. He said he 
was inspired to be an advocate for 
immigration rights by his parents, who 
migrated to the United States from Mexico 
to give his family a better life but who have 
also faced many challenges.  

Estrada, who was born and raised in South 
Central Los Angeles, said he and his parents 
are excited about the video conference. He 
plans to bring up themes of migration in the 
call.  

For the past month, Estrada has been 
meeting virtually with other students from 
other participating universities to brainstorm 
about the questions they will ask the pope 
and about which issues they want to raise 
with him.  

Gutierrez's parents also immigrated to the 
United States from Mexico, so the issue is 
one that affects her family personally. 
Guiterrez describes her family as devout 
Catholics who are excited for her to have 
this opportunity.  

"My mom sent the livestream link to all of 
our family WhatsApp group chats," she 
said.  

Guiterrez said as the group has prepared for 
this video conference, they have been 
intentional to not just focus on what 
equitable solutions mean to the global north, 
but to listen to students that are from 
countries that are typically forced to 
migrate. 

Organizers said one goal of the video 
conference is to have the Americas talking 
to each other about push and pull factors of 
migration.  
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She said this fear of being too U.S.-centric 
was felt by students who were participating 
from across the Americas. Guitterez said she 
was careful to not let this project turn into 
another form of colonization.  

More than anything, she says this project has 
reassured her that students can create 
change. While she says her relationship with 
the church has been rocky, she understands 
the influence and power that the church has 
when it comes to migration. 

For some of the students, Indigenous rights 
are an important issue, according to Brendan 
Whittle of the University of Waterloo, one 
of three students from Canada.  

"During our regional meetings for the East, 
the Canadian context was considered in 
some respects — such as early on when we 
talked about Indigenous issues and the 
residential school system where recently 
more than 1,800 unmarked graves have been 
found at what used to be Catholic-run 
schools," said Mia Theocharis of the 
University of St. Michael’s College in 
Toronto. 

But Theocharis also was critical of the low 
representation from Canada, which made it 
difficult for their voices to be heard. 
"Overall, however, I felt that as our 
meetings progressed the Canadian context 
was considered less and less,” she said. 

"Although my Canadian friends did an 
outstanding job, there should have been a 
more conscious effort to even out the 
number of Canadian and American students 
in the regional group,” she said. “I hope that 
in the future this will be taken into 
consideration.” 

Other students said that they have enjoyed 
collaborating and becoming friends with 
university students from all over the 

hemisphere and hope to continue to work on 
future projects together. Estrada said he 
hopes it leads to students dreaming together 
to create a better world, a world they want to 
live in. 

Said Potter: "This is a potentially exciting 
time! The real work lies ahead." 

 
Melissa Cedillo 
Melissa Cedillo is NCR's Latino Catholics 
Project fellow. Her email address 
is mcedillo@ncronline.org.  
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Richard Rohr's Daily Meditations 
From the Center for Action and Contemplation 

  

 

  

Week Eight: Intimacy 
  

Undefended Love 
  

 
Therapists Jett Psaris and Marlena Lyons 
write about how it is only through a 
willingness to practice “undefended love” 
that we can experience intimacy with 
ourselves, God, and others: 
 
To reach the unveiled part of ourselves that 
is deep enough to express the most profound 
and untamed aspects of our being means 
learning how to love and be loved without 
defenses and without obstructions. It means 
cultivating the capacity to be emotionally 
present even when we feel exposed or 
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vulnerable; learning to relinquish the many 
strategies we have employed to feel safe and 
in control; and finding the courage to love 
without guarantees or requirements. 
Through developing the capacity for 
intimacy in this way, we discover love as an 
abiding presence in the emotional center of 
our being, our heart, and from that moment 
on, we will never again feel emotionally 
disconnected, incomplete, or unloved. 

Most of us have defended and protected 
ourselves for so many years we have lost 
direct access to our hearts; we do not know 
how to love in an unguarded way. We keep 
waiting for the right circumstances, the right 
partner, the right moment to be vulnerable. 
We may go on waiting endlessly, missing 
the very opportunity before us. . . . 

When we allow ourselves to be known and 
loved for our essential openness, which can 
feel both vulnerable and exhilarating, and 
choose to know and love another, totally and 
without reservation, we arrive at the heart of 
intimacy. We may embark on the journey 
burdened by past disappointments and 
fearing yet another failure, but we can trust 
the dual yearning of our heart. It will lead us 
beyond our current limits and defenses until 
we eventually know ourselves and another at 
our most vulnerable and authentic levels. 

Despite what we sometimes fear, Psaris and 
Lyons are clear that true intimacy leads to 
greater freedom to be who we are, not a loss 
of identity: 

Ultimately, intimacy is about the freedom to 
be ourselves. True emotional freedom means 
no longer needing confirmation, agreement, 
or validation from another to know our basic 
goodness. Knowing our intrinsic worth, we 
are able to be present with ourselves and our 
partners, whatever the circumstances. This 
freedom means no longer being defined by 

our personal history. It means being who we 
are essentially, unencumbered, and 
undefended. . . . 
When we open our hearts to the wonder of 
the journey and search through the pain for 
the truth of our experience, we begin to 
glimpse a new light that will guide us deeper 
into ourselves, below our insecurities and 
the broken dreams of our lives. There we 
will meet our whole, undamaged, and 
pristine essential self [or True Self]. In touch 
with this essential self, we can experience 
powerful levels of intimacy while engaged 
in the most ordinary behaviors. This is the 
promise of undefended intimacy. This is the 
satisfaction of the longing to love and be 
loved, directly, immediately, and without 
restriction. 
 
  

CatholicVote's 
attack on Sr. Norma 

Pimentel is just a 
cynical ploy 

24 February 2022 
by NCR Editorial Staff 

  
Opinion 
Justice 

 
Sr. Norma Pimentel, director of Catholic 
Charities of the Rio Grande Valley in Texas, 
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speaks with a young resident of a tent camp 
housing some 2,500 asylum-seekers in 
Matamoros, Mexico, Feb. 29, 2020. (CNS/David 
Agren) 
 
"By their fruits you will know them," 
Matthew records it from the Sermon on the 
Mount. 

By their fruits. 

What fruit exactly is born from suing for the 
records of a Catholic sister who is giving 
quite literally lifesaving assistance at the 
U.S.-Mexico border — doing hard, 
thankless work, day in, day out, with little 
earthly reward? 

What fruit exactly is born from likewise 
smearing the laudable work of a Catholic 
agency that helps refugees arriving at the 
border after they have been processed and 
released by U.S. Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement? 

Catholic Charities of the Rio Grande Valley 
and Missionary of Jesus Sr. Norma 
Pimentel, its director, assist some 80-200 
refugees a day, providing, as their website 
says, "a warm meal and water, hygiene 
products and a warm shower." The fruit of 
what they do is seen especially in the faces 
of the children they make smile. 

Full stop: They are modern-day heroes, 
maybe even one day saints, and should be 
applauded, thanked and then supported in 
their work. 

But, of course, the conservative nonprofit 
group CatholicVote says it sees in what they 
do nothing but a plan to cause "chaos" at the 
border. Earlier in the month, they sued the 
White House for supposed communications 
between the Biden administration and these 
nefarious do-gooders. 

 
In this 2018 file photo, Sr. Norma Pimentel, a 
member of the Missionaries of Jesus, prays with 
a girl at Our Lady of San Juan National Shrine 
Basilica Hotel in McAllen, Texas. The child had 
been separated from her family. (CNS/Global 
Sisters Report/Courtesy of Catholic Charities of 
the Rio Grande Valley) 
 
Beyond any doubt, their effort is meant to 
do nothing more than cause a nuisance, 
besmirching the reputations of good people 
in an exhausted effort to score a point in the 
never-ending culture war. That it comes 
from a group known for harvesting 
cellphone data from churchgoers, and which 
only months ago openly thanked former 
President Donald Trump for his work "on 
behalf of Catholics," makes the ill intention 
impossible to mask. 

Thankfully, a broad range of prominent 
Catholic voices have already stood up to 
denounce the cynical ploy. Even more 
thankfully, Pimentel's ordinary, Bishop 
Daniel Flores of Brownsville, Texas, is 
among those rising to the occasion, telling 
NCR that CatholicVote has framed Pimentel 
and Catholic Charities' work "in a distorted 
way." 

"I commend the work Sister Norma 
Pimentel, her staff and volunteers are doing 
to help those in need of care in our 
community, including immigrants," said 
Flores. "It is with great care and 
responsibility that Catholic Charities RGV 
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utilizes all donations and funds given to 
assist in the humanitarian care of those 
suffering in the community." 

We are living through a wrenchingly terrible 
time of division and conflict in our country. 
It is hard to describe how sad it is that those 
divisions and conflicts now mar even the 
church's most basic, fundamental work. As 
if acts of compassion and decency could 
ever be wrong. 

Some 20 chapters after the Sermon on the 
Mount, Matthew records the vision of the 
judgment of the nations. In the great 
separation, those blessed to be with God will 
be those who gave food to the hungry, water 
to the thirsty and welcome to the stranger. 

We would all do well to remember. 

There is no mention of those who file 
nuisance lawsuits. 

 

Pope Francis takes 
notes during two-
hour dialogue with 
students across the 

Americas 
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Pope Francis listens to Catholic university 
students during a virtual dialogue Feb. 24, which 
Loyola University Chicago hosted in 
collaboration with Catholic universities and 
colleges in North, Central and South America, as 
well as the Caribbean. (NCR 
screenshot/YouTube) 
 
For nearly two hours on Feb. 24, Pope 
Francis listened to Catholic university 
students from across the Americas who 
shared with him their personal experiences, 
insights, frustrations and ideas pertaining to 
climate change and migration. 

The pontiff took notes throughout the virtual 
dialogue, which Loyola University Chicago 
hosted in collaboration with Catholic 
universities and colleges in North, Central 
and South America, as well as the 
Caribbean. Sitting at a desk in front of a 
bookcase, Francis often smiled as he 
followed the dialogue on a laptop computer 
in front him. 

"This is the vocation of Christians; to build 
bridges," said Francis, who told the 
participants that part of their mission as 
young adults was to leave a better world 
than the one they find themselves in now. 
The pope commended the students for their 
solidarity with those on the margins of 
society, especially migrants who are often 
exploited and dehumanized. 
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"Migrants have to be received. They must be 
accompanied. Migrants must be protected 
and migrants must be integrated," Francis 
said, speaking in Spanish-English translation 
on the event's YouTube feed. 

The dialogue — which university officials 
believe was the first of its kind that Francis 
held with a U.S.-based university — grew 
out of Loyola University's efforts to 
participate in the 2021-23 Synod of Bishops 
on synodality. Francis and other church 
leaders have framed synodality as a decisive 
step in the church's renewal that the Second 
Vatican Council proposed more than a half 
century ago. 

"The conversations today are the very 
expression of solidarity already in progress," 
Michael Murphy, director of the Hank 
Center for the Catholic Intellectual Heritage 
at Loyola, said during the dialogue's opening 
statements. 

 
Pope Francis listens to Catholic university 
students during a virtual dialogue Feb. 24, which 
Loyola University Chicago hosted in 
collaboration with Catholic universities and 
colleges in North, Central and South America, as 
well as the Caribbean. (NCR 
screenshot/YouTube) 
 
"This is truly a global event," said Murphy, 
who noted that 130 students from 58 
universities in 21 countries across the 
Western Hemisphere participated in regional 

virtual synodal gatherings in the weeks 
leading up to the event. The students' 
compassion and sincerity, Murphy said, are 
a "blessing to us all, a leaven to a world in 
need." 

Cardinal Blase Cupich of Chicago, speaking 
from the archdiocesan seminary in 
Mundelein, Illinois, offered a virtual 
blessing in which he said the spirit of 
synodality is "uniquely alive" in the hearts 
and minds of young people. 

"These students understand the need to build 
bridges as opposed to erecting walls. That is 
the fundamental call of the Gospel, which is 
so important today as we hear about war in 
Europe," Cupich said, making a passing 
reference to Russia's invasion of Ukraine on 
Feb. 23. 

Many of the students who participated in 
Loyola University's "Building Bridges 
Initiative" were migrants or children of 
migrants. Those who spoke during the 
dialogue told Francis about the 
discrimination that migrants in the Americas 
often face in finding sustainable 
employment and access to education and 
health care. They described how economic 
and political systems in the hemisphere 
exploited migrants for their labor without 
valuing their innate human dignity. 

"The conditions of migrants today demand 
concrete response in our communities," said 
Eric Bazail-Eimil, a student at Georgetown 
University who was born in South Florida's 
Cuban exile community. Bazail-Eimil told 
the pope that students such as himself are 
eager to use their skills and energy to find 
solutions to the myriad of problems related 
to migration. 

Among those difficulties, Bazail-Eimil and 
other participants said, is the seeming 
indifference of church leaders to devote time 
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and resources to addressing their concerns. 
Bazail-Eimil commented that "too many 
bishops" today seem to be "unable to find 
ways to connect the Catholic tradition of 
hospitality" to welcoming migrants. 

"Our generation values authenticity and 
deplores hypocrisy," said Henry Glynn, a 
student from Creighton University who 
added that his synodal regional group 
studied the root causes of today's irregular 
migration, which include climate change. 

However, Glynn told Francis that while 
climate change displaces 20 million people 
annually and could create 1.4 billion climate 
refugees by 2060, U.S. Catholic leaders 
have not prioritized church teachings on care 
for creation or taken commensurate actions. 

"In our experiences, priests never discuss 
climate change," Glynn said as he 
referenced a study co-authored by his fellow 
presenter, Emily Burke, that found few U.S. 
bishops have talked about climate change in 
the six years since Francis issued his 
encyclical "Laudato Si', on Care for Our 
Common Home." 

 
Pope Francis listens to Catholic university 
students during a virtual dialogue Feb. 24, which 
Loyola University Chicago hosted in 
collaboration with Catholic universities and 
colleges in North, Central and South America, as 
well as the Caribbean. (NCR 
screenshot/YouTube) 
 

Responding to Glynn's comments, Francis 
acknowledged that the church has often not 
taken the lead on ecological issues despite 
the "clear Gospel-based message" that 
animates church teachings on care for 
creation. He linked that failure to lead with 
priests who do not follow his call for them 
to accompany their people and have the 
"smell of the sheep." 

"Either you're a priest, a real pastor, or 
you're just a member of the establishment," 
said Francis, who added that "a pastor who 
is not close to [his] people is a pastor who 
lacks something." 

Francis also lauded the students for 
advocating for a more harmonious lifestyle 
with creation. Violence, the pope said, 
"always destroys nature." He likened 
throwing plastics in the oceans to 
committing "violence against creation." 

 
Pope Francis speaks during a virtual dialogue 
with Catholic university students from across the 
Americas Feb. 24. (NCR screenshot/YouTube) 
 
"Nonviolence is the way that brings us to 
sincerity. We have to reject hypocrisy. 
Hypocrisy poisons everything," said Francis, 
who added that sincerity helps people to live 
in harmony with the world and that 
authentic leadership is impossible without 
sincerity. 
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The pope also highlighted an insight he 
gleaned from the students' comments: that 
migrants who leave their home countries 
still value their heritage and cultural roots. 
He said accompanying migrants and 
integrating them into their host countries 
must be done in a manner that keeps those 
roots intact. 

"We cannot integrate migrants by making 
them forget about their own roots, that is not 
integration," said Francis, who agreed with 
the students that the Catholic Church "has to 
get out of the door" and accompany its 
people in their everyday lives. 

"A static church is a museum church," the 
pope said. "A synodal church should not be 
a closed church that doesn't care about the 
lives of anyone, and that is alien to 
everyone." 

[NCR environment correspondent Brian 
Roewe contributed to this report.] 

 
Brian Fraga 
Brian Fraga is NCR staff reporter. His email 
address is bfraga@ncronline.org. Follow 
him on Twitter at @BrianFragaNCR. 

 

 

 

 

Cardinal: Month 
celebrates Black 

people's gifts, calls 
all to come together 

24 February 2022 
by Richard Szczepanowski,  

Catholic News Service 
  

Justice 
People 

 

 
Washington Cardinal Wilton D. Gregory smiles 
and claps as a gospel choir named for Sister 
Thea Bowman sings during a Black History 
Month Mass of thanksgiving at Immaculate 
Conception Church in Jamaica Estates section, 
Feb. 20, 2022. T (CNS photo/Gregory A. 
Shemitz) 
 
WASHINGTON — In two separate Masses 
marking Black History Month, Washington 
Cardinal Wilton D. Gregory stressed that the 
annual monthlong observance is not just an 
opportunity to celebrate the gifts and 
accomplishments of African Americans. 

It also is the time to help others see how 
people of color have contributed and 
continue to contribute to building up this 
country, he said. 
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The cardinal was the principal celebrant at a 
Mass Feb. 13 at St. Catherine Laboure 
Church in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, and a at 
a Mass Feb. 20 at Immaculate Conception 
Monastery Church in the Jamaica Estates 
section of the New York borough of Queens. 
Both Masses were livestreamed. 

"This month is not exclusively a time for 
African Americans simply to bask in the 
pride of our heritage — although that is also 
a benefit of these four weeks," the cardinal 
said at the Harrisburg Mass. 

"It is additionally a moment when all 
Americans can have a better grasp of our all-
inclusive history and spark a hope as a 
nation for our common future," he said. 

He told the faithful gathered in Queens that 
"Black History Month is an opportunity for 
our entire country to recognize the blessings 
that people of color have offered and 
continue to impart to these United States." 

Cardinal Gregory is a much sought-after 
speaker across the country. When Pope 
Francis appointed then-Archbishop Gregory 
of Atlanta as the new archbishop of 
Washington in April 2019 and when he was 
installed in that role the next month, he 
became the first African American 
archbishop of Washington. 

In November 2020, Pope Francis elevated 
him to the College of Cardinals, making him 
the first African American cardinal in the 
history of the U.S. Catholic Church. 

At the Pennsylvania Mass, sponsored by the 
Harrisburg Diocese's Black Catholic 
Apostolate, Cardinal Gregory told the 
congregation that observing Black History 
Month is important because "for too long in 
the narrating of our nation's history, the 
talents and contributions of Black people 
were minimized, ignored or even denied." 

The month "is not simply a moment for 
Black people to recall our achievements or 
maybe just our survival," he said, "but an 
opportunity for all Americans to understand 
that this great nation of ours with all of its 
gifts and treasures is the result of the gifts of 
all people — including those who may have 
arrived on these shores in chains as slaves." 

Referring to the day's Gospel reading from 
Luke, Cardinal Gregory said the beatitudes 
"challenge us to work for justice for all 
people — to renounce all forms of racism, 
antisemitism, Islamophobia, homophobia or 
intolerance of the religious freedom of other 
people." 

"For those who believe in the beatitudes 
there can be no place in their hearts for 
hatred," he said. 

Calling the beatitudes "a topsy-turvy way of 
looking at life," Cardinal Gregory said they 
remind the faithful that "while the world 
may not always be fair, God is always just.' 

"The beatitudes are designed for people who 
realize that life may be unfair but that God is 
always just — even in the face of the many 
injustices that everyone encounters," the 
cardinal said. "We African Americans have 
had to rely on that truth too often throughout 
the history of our nation as we have had to 
face of discrimination and bigotry." 

The Feb. 20 Mass in Queens was jointly 
sponsored by the Brooklyn Vicariate for 
Black Catholic Concerns and the Office of 
Multicultural Diversity for the Diocese of 
Rockville Centre, New York. Concelebrants 
of that Mass included Brooklyn Bishop 
Robert J. Brennan and Rockville Centre 
Bishop John O. Barres. 

"Today we celebrate in prayer the 
contributions of Black people to our 
homeland," Cardinal Gregory told the 



standing-room-only crowd gathered for the 
Mass. "However, this is also a moment for 
all Americans from every culture and race to 
appreciate the gifts that Black people have 
offered to our nation." 

He said that now is the time "for nation-
building and for strengthening the bonds that 
tie us together as one people." 

Referencing the Gospel reading from Luke 
for the Mass, in which Jesus admonishes his 
followers to love their enemies and be 
merciful as God the Father is merciful, 
Cardinal Gregory said: "There have been too 
many times and occasions when God's 
example of compassion and mercy have not 
been the path chosen by some of God's 
people." 

"Ours has always been an immigrant nation 
comprised of people from every continent, 
language background, religion and race. We 
are asked to fashion and preserve one nation 
from this wide assortment of humanity," he 
said. "People of color have not always 
received the acceptance and honor that our 
human dignity and cultural contributions to 
our nation have deserved." 

The cardinal lamented that in "this the land 
of the free and home of the brave, there are 
too many lessons of disrespect and bigotry." 

"Many people fleeing Europe to seek a 
better life for themselves and their families 
too often were rudely treated and scorned. 
Each group would have its own stories of 
the mistreatment that some of their ancestors 
endured as they came to these shores," he 
said. "One's experience of discrimination, 
therefore, should make people sensitive to 
the maltreatment of others." 

He called on all Americans to "rejoice 
(during) this African American Heritage 
Month in a legacy of unity that promises a 

better tomorrow for everyone who claims 
this land as their home. 

"It is an occasion for us not only to thank 
God for the gifts of people of color," he said, 
"but to thank God for the possibility that we 
have become one people." 

'In the name of God, 
stop now!' European 

leaders react to 
Ukraine attacks 

24 February 2022 
by Catholic News Service 

  

 
A girl walks past an apartment building 
damaged by recent shelling in Donetsk, Ukraine, 
Feb. 24, 2022, after Russian President Vladimir 
Putin authorized a military operation in Ukraine. 
(CNS photo/Alexander Ermochenko, Reuters) 
 
FLORENCE, ITALY —  European 
Catholic leaders appealed for peace and 
expressed alarm about the potential for "a 
humanitarian catastrophe" after Russia 
attacked Ukraine. 

"In the name of God, stop now!" wrote 
Archbishop Gintaras Grušas of Vilnius, 
Lithuania, president of the Council of 
European Bishops' Conferences. Writing 
from a conference in Florence, Italy, he said 
Feb. 24 that churches in Europe "strongly 
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condemn what happened tonight in 
Ukraine." 

"We must act together, and with 
determination, to put an immediate end to 
the Russian aggression and to do everything 
possible to protect innocent women, men 
and children," the archbishop said. He 
appealed for renewed dialogue. 

"The European bishops and the Christian 
communities pray for the victims of this 
conflict and for their families. They unite 
with those who are suffering from these acts 
of violence, and they join Pope Francis' call 
for prayer and fasting for peace: 'May the 
Queen of Peace preserve the world from the 
madness of war.'" 

Reacting to Russia's wide-ranging attack on 
cities across Ukraine Feb. 24, Cardinal Jean-
Claude Hollerich, president of the 
Commission of the Bishops' Conferences of 
the European Union, said he was worried 
that the escalating military actions could 
open "the alarming scenario of an armed 
conflict causing horrific human suffering, 
death and destruction." Russia had been 
increasing its troop presence near the 
Ukrainian borders for months, and already 
some people had begun leaving their homes. 
The president of the bishops' conference in 
neighboring Poland had urged people to be 
prepared to welcome refugees. 

In his statement, Cardinal Hollerich said: "In 
the light of the emerging humanitarian 
situation provoked by the ongoing 
hostilities, we appeal to European societies 
and governments to welcome refugees 
fleeing their homeland in Ukraine from war 
and violence and looking for international 
protection. It is our vocation, our 
responsibility and our duty to welcome and 
protect them as brothers and sisters." 

Tetiana Stawnychy, president of Caritas 
Ukraine, warned Russian actions would 
"inevitably lead to a colossal humanitarian 
catastrophe. It is impossible to believe that 
in the 21st century, in the center of Europe, 
people have to wake up at 5 a.m. from 
explosions and the sound of air raid sirens." 

Caritas, the international umbrella 
organization for Catholic charitable 
organizations like Catholic Relief Services 
and CAFOD, launched an emergency appeal 
to support Caritas Ukraine. 

"We need your support to have a chance to 
respond to the humanitarian crisis and assist 
the people affected by war," said 
Stawnychy. 

Before the Russian attacks, Caritas Ukraine 
had trained staff and volunteers to help meet 
the needs of the local communities and 
strengthen their network. They also 
prepositioned temporary centers to welcome 
and help people forced to flee their homes. 

"Before the attack, there were already 2.9 
million local people on both sides of the 
contact line who were in need of 
humanitarian assistance," said Stawnychy. 
"Today, that number is increasing 
exponentially." 

Russian officials said the attacks in multiple 
Ukrainian cities only hit military targets, but 
a Rome-based spokesman for the Ukrainian 
Catholic Church said Catholic leaders were 
seeking shelter from the bombing under the 
cathedral in Kyiv. A Kremlin spokesman 
said the attacks were not a war, but the 
"demilitarization and denazification" of 
Ukraine. 

In a joint statement issued after meeting in 
Bonn, Germany, the heads of Germany's 
Protestant and Catholic churches called for 
an immediate end to the Russian invasion, 



respect for international law and concrete 
peace efforts by all parties involved. 

"Russia must immediately stop military 
attacks and fully recognize Ukraine's 
territorial integrity. Russia's attack on 
Ukraine endangers the European peace 
project," said Bishop Georg Bätzing, 
president of the German bishops' 
conference, and Annette Kurschus, president 
of the Council of the German Protestant 
Churches. "As Christians, we believe that 
peace is possible and that closed doors can 
be opened again." 
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Week Eight: Intimacy 
  

You and God are Already One 
  

 

In his podcast Turning to the Mystics, CAC 
teacher James Finley uses the teachings of 
Spanish mystic Teresa of Ávila (1515–1582) 
as a starting point to talk about intimacy 
with God: 
 

Let’s say that we’re approaching Teresa for 
spiritual direction, and we’re coming to her 
saying that we want her to help us to deepen 
our experience of and response to God’s 
presence in our life, and we seek her 
guidance. . . . We’re turning to God and 
from this present situation of our busy-ness, 
and our limitations, and our confusion, and 
all the rest of it, and we’re seeking to know, 
“How can I enter into a deeper, habitual 
relationship with God, a deeper sense of 
God’s presence in my life, my presence in 

God? I want to learn to do that. I want to 
deepen my spiritual life.” . . . 
 
We listen to [Teresa] then as she says to us, 
“You know, you’re seeking union with God, 
which is a grace to desire this.” And it is 
helpful to know, in the light of faith, that 
you and God are already one in the intimate 
and mysterious sense in which God is 
creating you as God’s self-donating love. 
God makes your very soul, that is, your very 
essence of who you are as a person created 
by God in the image and likeness of God, to 
be a relational mystery with God. That in 
your very soul, the very mystery of who you 
are and the very mystery of who God is are 
already intertwined. . . . 
 
I think a way of maybe getting at this, too, is 
to say, when two people love each other 
very, very much, when we’re in love with 
and deeply love someone, we might say that 
in our love for them, we see their soul. That 
is, we see in our love for them, the 
preciousness of who they are, like the 
innermost depths of the gift and the miracle 
of their presence. . . . 
 

Then they return the favor, by seeing that 
self-same preciousness in you. That is, in 
their love for you, they see through the 
appearances. They see this kind of 
indescribable preciousness of you that 
they’re empowered to see in you, through 
their love. You can see that they see you. 
You can see that you’re seen. This mutuality 
of seeing and being seen by and with each 
other in love, I think that’s why the Church 
speaks of matrimony as a sacrament. But a 
sacrament of what? It’s a sacrament that 
God sees you, that you’re God’s beloved, 
that God sees in you the God-given godly 
preciousness of you, in which the very 
depths of God, by the generosity of God, 
have been given to you as the very depths 
and reality of the mystery of your own soul 
in the presence of God. That God sees that. 
God sees that. 
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