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Parish Newsletter 
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Winter’s Ordinary Time 
27 February 2022 
 

 
From Father Robert – Reflecting On The 
Gospel 
“Look, I just want to say this for your own 
good…” Do these or similar words press the 
“BEWARE” button for us?  The answer 
probably depends on those speaking and the 
tone in which they speak.  If we recognize 
the speaker as people of good heart and 
great integrity, we will be willing to listen to 
constructive criticism; if we sense 
destructive superiority and self-
righteousness in their words, we do not want 
them as our teachers.  What Jesus teaches, 
He lives, and in today’s continuation of the 
Sermon on the Plain He is the wisdom 
teacher Who voices His expectation of this 
same integrity in His disciples.  If we are 
blind to our own shortcomings, yet 
judgmental about those of our sisters and 
brothers, we have no right to guide them 
with our advice; we will only succeed in 
dragging them down into the metaphorical 
“ditch” rather than helping them out of their 
difficulties.  The church, the community of 
disciples, can contain such blind guides and 
ditches, as both Luke and we ourselves 
know. 

The good teacher, the wise parent, often 
make a point by exaggeration, as does Jesus 
in some of His parables, including the mini-
parables in this reading.  To have a wooden 
beam in our own eye does not make us a 
very efficient splinter-remover for someone 
else’s eye.  Smug superiority distorts our 
vision of ourselves and our neighbor.  Some 
of us would have no trouble winning a black 
belt for innuendo and faint praise, so quick 
are we on the offensive against others, and 
even faster on the defensive about ourselves. 
 
Using the familiar biblical image of a tree 
whose quality is judged by the good or bad 
fruit it produces, Jesus teaches His listeners 
that the quality of people is judged by their 
actions.  There is more involved here than 
“spiritual eye surgery” to get rid of the 
judgmental log that blinds us.  It is a matter 
of the biblical heart, that deepest personal 
reality, the storehouse of our dreams and 
desires.  Good will be drawn from the good-
hearted person, evil from the heart that is 
morally diseased.  One of the surest 
indicators of good or bad people is their 
words:  words that are honest and match 
their deeds, as did Jesus’ words, or words 
that are a sadly hypocritical script for 
playacting. 
 
The mass media and politicians are a source 
of many words in contemporary society.  
The “doublespeak” we get so much of is 
dishonest and dangerous.  We need the 
wisdom and discernment of which Jesus 
speaks.  Recent history offers many 
examples of “doublespeak” that may be so 
familiar to our ears that our hearts no longer 
have a Christian reaction.  “The final 
solution” meant the genocide of six million 
Jews; “collateral damage” in war means the 
killing of innocent civilians; a prison’s 
“management unit” is a solitary confinement 
block.  We need to take the pulse of our 
newspapers, TV, and governments to make a 
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Christian diagnosis of such language and its 
reporters. 
 
We can use our words to praise and give 
thanks to God for His love as we do in the 
responsorial Psalm 92.  Worshiping in the 
House of the Lord and planted in God’s 
fidelity, the faithful are like a fertile palm, or 
as enduring in their love of God as a great 
Lebanon Cedar.  Designated as a “Sabbath 
song, this psalm is an appropriate response 
for us as we gather as a Sunday community 
of faith and worship in God’s house and as 
temple of living stones. 
 

 
 
What do you think is your biggest spiritual 
shortcoming?  What is an area where you 
feel you succeed? 
 
If your words produced fruit as you spoke, 
what kind of fruit do you think would 
tumble out?  Would the fruit be ripe?  
Would it be satisfying or shriveled? 
 
How does it make you feel to know that 
death is swallowed up in victory?  How do 
you view the loss of loved ones, and your 
own mortality, in light of this? 
 
Are you preoccupied with the “splinter” in 
someone’s eye these days?  How can you 
turn that focus on yourself, someone you can 
actually change? 

2022 BISHOP'S 
MINISTRIES APPEAL

 

February 26, 2022 - February 27, 2022 
 
2022 Bishop's Ministries Appeal Prayer 
Loving and merciful God, we are your 
family, brothers and sisters entrusted with 
the mission of your Church in the Diocese of 
Oakland. We call upon our blessed Mother, 
Queen of the World and patroness of our 
Diocese, to guide us as a people committed 
to serving the needs of all God’s people, to 
tend the flock entrusted to our care. Look 
upon us, loving Shepherd, the sheep you 
have redeemed by your Precious Blood. We 
offer you our grateful prayer and ask your 
blessing on all our endeavors.  Amen.  
 
All who have participated in the Bishop’s 
Annual Appeal in the past will be receiving 
a letter from the bishop, along with a 
contribution envelope.  Additional 
envelopes will be made available on the 
credenza at the back of the church.  In order 
for our parish to meet our goal, I am asking 
for a one-time contribution of $100 from 
each registered household.  I realize that not 
everyone is able to contribute in that 
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amount, however, what is important is that 
all of us participate - some will be able to 
contribute more than the requested amount 
and others less, but the way we make our 
goal is when all of us do our part.  Thank 
you in advance for your generosity to the 
Annual Bishop’s Appeal. 
 

 

Lent 
Lent begins with Ash Wednesday on March 
2nd.  Our liturgies that day will be as 
follows: 
 
8:00 a.m.  Holy Eucharist with The Blessing 
and Imposition of Ashes 
 
12:00 Noon Liturgy of the Word with The 
Blessing and Imposition of Ashes 
 
5:30 p.m.  Liturgy of the Word with The 
Blessing and Imposition of Ashes 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lenten Series 
Adult Faith Formation 

With Father Tom Bonacci, C.P. 
 

EXPLORING THE MIND OF CHRIST 
ENCOUNTERING THE HEART OF 

JESUS 
 

Reflections inspired by the Gospel of  
St. Luke 

 
Six Tuesday Evenings 

7:00 pm – 8:00 pm 
ZOOM only 

 
Lent is a time to spring back to life.  With 
St. Luke as our guide, we will follow in the 
footsteps of Jesus.  As we follow after him 
from Galilee to the Cross, we will 
rediscover the heart of Jesus which, as the 
Liturgy proclaims, “continues to beat with 
love for us.”  May his love for us be our 
love one for another.    

 
March 1, 2022 

The Mind of Jesus and the Heart of Mary 
Philippians 2: 5-11 and Luke 1: 46-55  

 
March 8, 2022 

He Opened the Scroll and Found his 
Heart 

Luke 4: 16-21 
 

March 15, 2022 
Do not be Afraid! 

Luke 5: 1-11 
 

March 22, 2022 
Blessed are you who are Poor 

Luke 6: 20-23 
 

March 29, 2022 
The Heart of Jesus was Broken 

Luke 7: 11-17 
 

April 5, 2022 
This Day in Paradise 

Luke 23: 39-43  
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Due to challenges with our internet, it has 
been decided that our Lenten Series 
presented by Father Tom Bonacci, will be 
on Zoom only. This will allow our parish 
community to get the full benefit of Father 
Tom's presentations. Father Tom has done 
this many times, and it is the best way to 
present the material while maintaining the 
integrity of his presentations via his Zoom. I 
apologize for any inconvenience this may 
cause. 
 
Shelli Daviess 
Faith Formation Coordinator 
 
Please note:  Participants may begin to log 
in at 6:30 pm for a 7:00 pm start time. 
Program concludes around 8:00 pm. 
  
Thomas P. Bonacci is inviting you to a 
scheduled Zoom meeting. 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84832271320?pw
d=dEMyUXRyY1MwYmhuaVdTd0t4YUl
wQT09 
Meeting ID: 848 3227 1320 
Passcode: 549662 
One tap mobile 
+16699006833,,84832271320#,,,,*549662# 
US (San Jose) 
+12532158782,,84832271320#,,,,*549662# 
US (Tacoma) 
Dial by your location 
        +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose) 
        +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 
        +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 
        +1 929 205 6099 US (New York) 
        +1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC) 
        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
Meeting ID: 848 3227 1320 
Passcode: 549662 
Find your local 
number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kzdrRG
T1 

 
March 5th and 6th, 2022 
 
Saturday Vigil Eucharist 4:00 p.m.; 
Penitential Procession and The Great Litany 
 
Sunday, 8:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m.; 
Penitential Procession and The Great Litany; 
Signing of the Book of the Elect and The 
Rite of Sending to the Rite of Election 
 
 

 
The Scrutinies During Lent 
Our parish is blessed this year with four 
candidates for the Sacraments of Initiation at 
The Great Vigil of Easter.  For the past 
weeks and months, we have been praying 
for Julia, Brice, Michael, and Joseph.  On 
the Third, Fourth, and Fifth Sundays of 
Lent, March 20, 27, and April 3 respectively 
during the 10:00 a.m. Eucharist, they will 
experience the Scrutinies following the 
homily on each of those Sundays.  These are 
moments of prayer and the Laying On Of 
Hands to help them to prepare for Initiation 
through Baptism, Confirmation, and First 
Eucharist.  Please keep them in thought and 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84832271320?pwd=dEMyUXRyY1MwYmhuaVdTd0t4YUlwQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84832271320?pwd=dEMyUXRyY1MwYmhuaVdTd0t4YUlwQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84832271320?pwd=dEMyUXRyY1MwYmhuaVdTd0t4YUlwQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kzdrRGT1
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kzdrRGT1
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prayer especially all through Lent as they 
enter into this time of intense spiritual 
preparation. 
 

 
Our Communal Penance Service of 
Reconciliation will be celebrated on 
Wednesday, 30 March 2022, at 7:00 p.m. in 
the sanctuary.  The Sacrament of 
Reconciliation will also be celebrated each 
Saturday of Lent from 2:30 – 3:30 p.m. in 
the Reconciliation Chapel. 
 

 
Palm Sunday, April 9th and 10th 
Saturday Vigil Eucharist, April 9th, 4:00 
p.m.; The Blessing and Distribution of 
Palms; Procession, Reading of the Passion 
According to Luke, Holy Eucharist 
 
Sunday, April 10th, 8:00 and 10:30 a.m., 
Holy Eucharist; The Blessing and 
Distribution of Palms; Procession, Reading 
of the Passion According to Luke; Holy 
Eucharist 

 
Holy Thursday, April 14, 7:30 p.m., 
Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper; 
Reception of the Holy Oils, Liturgy of the 
Word, Washing of Feet, Holy Eucharist, 
Procession to the Altar of Repose and 
Adoration. 
 
Good Friday, April 15th, 3:00 p.m. and 
7:00 p.m.; Liturgy of the Word, Reading of 
the Passion According to John, Veneration 
of the Cross, and Holy Communion. 
 
The Great Vigil of Easter, Saturday, 
April 16th, 7:30 p.m.; Lighting of the New 
Fire, Liturgy of the Word, Celebration of the 
Sacraments of Initiation, Renewal of 
Baptismal Promises, Holy Eucharist, 
reception for the newly-initiated 
immediately following in the Parish Hall. 
 

 
Easter Day, April 17th 
Holy Eucharist, 8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.; 
Procession, Liturgy of the Word, Renewal of 
Baptismal Promises and Sprinkling Rite. 
Presentation of the Neophytes to the Parish. 
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Adult Acolytes 

 
Adult Acolytes will be needed for many of 
the liturgies of Lent, beginning with the First 
Sunday of Lent and the Penitential 
Procession.  A sign-up list will be made 
available soon and I invite you to sign up for 
those liturgies at which you wish to serve.   
 
There will be practices/rehearsals for each of 
these special liturgies (First Sunday of Lent, 
Palm Sunday, Holy Thursday, The Great 
Vigil, Easter Day). 
 

 

Our parish community is blessed with 
abundant volunteers who do a myriad of 
things throughout the week.  Our thanks to: 
 
Those who clean the church and bathrooms 
each Saturday morning, in preparation for 
the weekend and the week ahead:  Reno and 
Thelma Benasfre, Al Cosce, Jean Rogers, 

Carole Miller, Rose Salamanca, Angela 
Bueno, and Steve Rojek. 
 
To Virginia Noack who vacuums the 
carpets at the entrance to the church each 
day, empties the waste receptacles in the 
restrooms as well as making sure they are 
clean and ready for use. 
 
To Lisa Lombardo who records our 
liturgies and uploads them to our You Tube 
Channel for those who cannot be with us in 
person. 
 
To our Parish Office Volunteers:  Alicia 
Perez, Melodye Costanza, Lorraine 
Lohmeier, and Bev Iacona. 
 
To our Parish Security Team:  Don Benson, 
Steve Rojek, Tony Gumina, Dave 
Simpson, Brian McCoy, Jose Perez, Bill 
Barbanica, and Rick Carraher. 
 
To those who help and assist Estrella Rusk, 
Financial Secretary, with accounting, data 
entry, recording, and banking. 
 
To our Liturgical Ministers:  Ushers, 
Greeters, Lectors, Eucharistic Ministers, 
Altar Servers, Sacristans, Altar Guild, 
Adult Acolytes, Art & Environment 
Committee Members, Liturgy Committee 
Members, Cantors, Funeral 
Coordinators, and Dilcia Aparicio who 
launders and irons all the Sacred Linens. 
 
To our parishioners:  Al Cosce, Brian 
McCoy, Phil Hadsell, Ray Daviess, Bill 
Saunders, and Jose Perez who have dug 
the trench for the new retaining wall behind 
the parish hall/kitchen as well as for the 
electrical conduit and water lines. 
 
To Shelli Daviess who had the “icons” of 
Black Catholic Saints prepared for mounting 
and installation; to Rich Confetti, Don 
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Benson, and Tony Gumina for doing the 
installation; to Rich and Pam Confetti for 
cutting, sewing, and serging the Kinte Cloth 
Panels at each of the Icons; and to Claudia 
Gumina for ironing all the panels upon 
installation. 
 

 
From Werner Hoch 
We are surely living in trying times these 
days.  It seems that every other day 
something of utmost importance is 
happening in our world, whether it may be 
the corona virus, extreme drought conditions 
in Europe, mudslides, or starving children in 
Africa.  Then there is the situation with 
Russia wanting to invade Ukraine. 
 
If peace and love are not allowed to take 
their rightful place at the table of 
negotiation, then hatred and anger will 
produce conflict that will continue for many 
years to come.  It will solve nothing. and 
thousands of innocent lives will be lost. 
I ask you all to pray for peace.  It is such an 
urgent priority.   
 
If the poor die of hunger, it is not because 
Gd does not care for them.  Rather, it is 
because we are generous enough.  It is 
because we do not recognize Christ when 
He appears in the hungry, in the lonely, and 
in children.    
 
There are times when I feel rather sad 
because it seems we do so little to respond 
to the real human needs of others.  People 
praise us for our ministry of outreach but 
what we do is nothing more than a drop of 
water in the ocean of need.  It hardly effects 
the immensity of human suffering, yet it 
makes us feel like we have made a 

difference by helping our brothers and 
sisters from the Food Bank of Contra Costa -
Solano.  On the first and third Fridays of 
each month we give of our time and 
volunteer in the parking lot of the parish. 
There are many people in need of food who 
patiently wait in line in the parking lot for 
their turn to receive a portion of what the 
food bank has on its trucks for us to 
distribute.  Whether it be frozen meat and 
chicken, milk and cheese, along with an 
assortment of vegetables and fruits.  
 
The demand is so great that cars begin to fill 
the parking lot a half hour before we 
actually start the distribution.  It takes about 
22 volunteers to be able to accomplish the 
task.  We serve approximately 180 to 205 
families in about one hour. 
 
I consider that quite an accomplishment!  
This would not be possible without our 
dedicated volunteers.   Thank you, one and 
all.      
 
- Werner .💒💒 
 

 
This past Wednesday morning, I was given 
the honor to bless the renovated Lucky 
Supermarket across the street from our 
parish.  I have been shopping there since 
2005 and the recent renovation of the store 
is beautiful and state of the art.  They have a 
wonderful manager named Dennis and an 
entire crew of folks who do a spectacular 
job.  I know that many of you shop there as 
well and appreciate all the improvements 
and the investment that Lucky’s has done to 
beautify the market.  As a part of the 
Dedication and Ribbon Cutting, Dennis 
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presented us with a check in the amount of 
$250 to use in our outreach ministries, 
especially Winter Night’s Shelter which we 
are currently involved in serving.  The next 
time you are in the store, please be sure to 
thank the members of the staff and Dennis 
for this generous gift to help us meet the 
needs of even more folks who are not as 
fortunate as we.  We are not only “Lucky” 
but even more, “Blessed” to have such a 
wonderful supermarket in our parish. 
 
Justice Corner by Carolyn Krantz, 
Pastoral Associate 
This Sunday's Readings invite us to look 
into our hearts.  Do our actions flow from 
love, or from weaker motivations?  “A good 
person out of the store of goodness in his 
heart, produces good, but an evil person out 
of the store of evil, produces evil; from the 
fullness of the heart, the mouth speaks.”  
None of us would classify ourselves as evil, 
just a little weak here and there.  So how 
does one store up goodness and cultivate it? 
 
Spiritual writers give us several ways:  daily 
prayer, meditating on the scriptures of the 
day, making an intention at the beginning of 
the day, examination of conscience at the 
end of the day, and especially renewing our 
strength through sharing of the Body and 
Blood of Jesus every Sunday.  When we 
examine our actions in the light of the 
Scriptures, we learn how to improve our 
daily responses to others and how to take 
care of ourselves.   
 
It is so easy to pass judgement on those 
around us.  Before we judge others, we have 
to clear out the splinters in our own eyes.  A 
way to do this is to train ourselves to ask 
questions about another's behavior rather 
than make judgmental statements.  “Ask 
rather than tell” is a mantra that is helpful in 
this regard.  We often judge others from our 
own perspective when in reality, their 

actions may come from an entirely different 
place. 
 
The first reading from Sirach gives us a 
special image: “When the sieve is shaken, 
the husks appear.”  When things happen to 
shake us up, our weaknesses show up.  We 
have had a lot of things happen in the past 
few years and lots of people have seen their 
husks appear.  Patience wears thin; anger 
flares up more readily.  Judgement gets 
clouded, peaceful protests turn into riots.  
“What's in it for me” overcomes, “How can 
I show love in this situation?”  If we don't 
want to be all husks, we need to dedicate 
ourselves to spiritual practices that help us 
find the good.    
 
“Tribulation is the test of the just,” continues 
Sirach.  “The fruit of the tree shows the care 
it has had.”  Let us make an intention of 
caring for ourselves this week so we can 
produce love in the lives of those around us.  
Let us find time for prayer, time to walk in 
nature, time to meditate on the issues in our 
lives, time to sort the good from the bad, 
time to separate the wheat from the weeds.     
 
Let us clothe ourselves with immortality, 
with devotion to the ways of the Lord, so 
that Christ be known in all we do and in all 
we stand for.  The Spirit is with us to 
overcome death and evil.  Listen, see the 
Light of Christ all around us.  Feel His Spirit 
guiding us.  Then look outward to see how 
we can feed others with the goodness God 
places in each of us.  Let go of guilt.  God 
has already forgiven us.  Focus on the voice 
of the Spirit showing us the paths of justice 
and righteousness.  See those around you 
who need a calming voice or a loving hand.  
Help them to see the goodness God has 
placed in them. 
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Adult Confirmation Classes Begin Soon 

Start Your Registration Now 
Everyone needing to receive the sacrament 
of Confirmation for full initiation into the 
Church, to be a godparent, to be considered 
for the Diaconate, and to receive the gifts of 
the Holy Spirit should start their registration 
process now. 
 
Classes will begin Wednesday, May 4th at 
7:30 pm – 9:00 pm at the church. Classes 
will continue on Wednesdays the 11th, 18th, 
and 25th. Confirmation will be at the 
Cathedral in Oakland on Saturday June 4th. 
Your Baptism certificate and registration 
form must be received by the Diocese by 
April 5th. To receive a registration form, 
contact Peter Degl'Innocenti, Confirmation 
Coordinator, at 1(925) 756-6172.  
 
Don’t delay, start now.  
 

 
California Food Handler Cards 
As reported in the Parish Newsletter, our 
new kitchen has been certified by the Contra 
Costa Health Department and now has a 
permit to operate as a production kitchen. As 
we move closer to being able to use our new 
facility, we want to remind everyone that a 
California Food Handler Card will be 
required for anyone who works in our 
kitchen, including food servers. This will 
ensure that everyone working at our events 

has a basic knowledge of food safety and 
sanitation. 
 
Food Handler Cards can be obtained by 
taking an online food safety course. Courses 
are offered by a number of certified 
organizations and with prices ranging from 
$7 - $15. Links for several certified 
organizations are posted on the parish 
website (note: you are not limited to the 
organizations listed - you may choose other 
organizations from which to obtain your 
card as long as they are certified). 
 
Once you obtain your Food Handler Card, 
please provide a copy to the parish office. 
Per health department rules, these copies 
will be kept onsite in our kitchen. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please pray for our Faith Formation 
Students, who are preparing to make their 
First Reconciliation on Friday, March 4, 
2022:  Andre Contreras, Andrew Fajardo, 
Emily Figueroa, Giovanni Gaytan,   
Jacqueline Gayton, Lauren Hudson,      
Nicholas Macha, Amber Ramos,        
Miguel Sanchez, Cera Wright, and       
Brenda Zamorano. 
 
 
 



Today’s readings: Joel 2:12–18; Psalm 51:3–4, 5–6ab, 
12–13, 14 and 17; 2 Corinthians 5:20—6:2; Matthew 6:1–6, 
16–18. Have you ever walked by someone with ashes on the 
head and said, “Happy Lent” or “Merry Ash Wednesday”? 
It’s likely you have not. Few associate happiness with Lent. 
But what do we hear in today’s readings? “Even now, 
says the Lord, return to me with your whole heart.” This 
Lent, once again, God calls us to return to unending forgive-
ness and unconditional love. God knows we have sinned, 
he knows that there have been times when we failed to live 
as disciples of his Son. And even now, at this moment in our 
lives, God wants us to turn our lives over to him and live 

in the light of the love of his Son. What would be more joy-
ful than basking in the goodness of God’s unending love 
and mercy?

When we pray, give alms, and fast, Jesus asks us not 
to look glum or make a display of our generosity. He invites 
us to live authentic lives and not be like the hypocrites. 
Today’s readings challenge us to be aware of our sinfulness, 
to know that when we say that we are sorry, forgiveness will 
be ours. Lenten practices offer an opportunity to ask God to 
create a clean heart within us, so that we can bring the good 
news of Jesus Christ our Lord to all people. Even now, espe-
cially now.

Wednesday, March 2, 2022
Even Now

Turning Our Hearts
Loving God,
you call us to return to you
with our whole heart.
We stand before you now,
seeking your kindness,
and ask that you lead us to conversion,

and make holy our lives.
During this season of mercy,
guide us with your grace,
give us a clean heart, 
and grant us your peace.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Ash Wednesday
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This Week at Home
Monday, February 28
Inheriting Eternal Life
Treasure in heaven is not measured in numbers, wealth, or 
possessions. God invites us over and over to turn toward 
Jesus and follow him. In these days leading up to Lent, set 
aside time to prepare for this season of repentance and bap-
tismal renewal. What will you let go of, detach yourself 
from, and surrender to, in order to have a fruitful and mean-
ingful Lent? Today’s readings: 1 Peter 1:3–9; Psalm 111:1–2, 
5–6, 9 and 10c; Mark 10:17–27.

Tuesday, March 1
For the Sake of the Gospel
Peter seems to express frustration with having given up 
everything to follow Jesus. Jesus’ way is to rely solely on 
God. When our life is for the sake of the Gospel, we will 
receive more than we can imagine. Jesus’ words contain a 
challenge, and this Lent can help us deepen our understand-
ing that love, sacrifice, joy, and sorrow are all part of life. 
Decide today how to schedule prayer time for every day of 
Lent. Today’s readings:1 Peter 1:10–16; Psalm 98:1, 2–3ab, 
3cd–4; Mark 10:28–31.

Wednesday, March 2
Our Whole Heart
Through the prophet Joel, God invites us to rend our hearts 
this day, and return to the everlasting love that has no bounds, 
no limits, no conditions. Our heavenly Father asks us to 
return with our whole heart, and not make a lukewarm 
response to this invitation. Fully embrace this holy season of 
Lent, which gives us a chance to refocus our priorities and 
redirect our energies, so that we can follow Jesus. Today’s 
readings: Joel 2:12–18; Psalm 51:3–4, 5–6ab, 12–13, 14 and 
17; 2 Corinthians 5:20—6:2; Matthew 6:1–6, 16–18.

Thursday, March 3
A Life of Discipleship
Each of us makes hundreds of choices daily, from what to 
wear to how to regard the people who come into our lives. 
St. Katharine Drexel, whose feast day is today, treated people 
of every race with respect and cared for those whom society 
shunned. She chose discipleship over a life of privilege. 
Make an effort today to lose your life for the sake of the 
cross and, in so doing, choose life. This Lent can be a time to 
commit to a transformation in your life. Today’s readings: 
Deuteronomy 30:15–20; Psalm 1:1–2, 3, 4, and 6; Luke 
9:22–25.

Friday, March 4
Cleanse My Heart
The Church prays Psalm 51 often during Lent. The psalm is 
one of the great laments in the Book of Psalms, part of the 
wisdom literature in the Bible. While praying a lament, we 
join the psalmist in a plea for mercy and forgiveness. As you 
pray Psalm 51 today, notice how your heart responds to the 
moving words that believers have prayed for over two millen-
nia. Today’s readings: Isaiah 58:1–9a; Psalm 51:3–4, 
5–6ab, 18–19; Matthew 9:14–15.

Saturday, March 5 
Teach Me Your Way
The prophet Isaiah says, “If you lavish your food on the hun-
gry / and satisfy the afflicted; / Then your light shall rise in 
the darkness.” Who has shown you that “your light shall 
rise” by acting justly and removing oppressive words from 
speech? Who has given you courage to follow Jesus even 
when others may ignore their faith? Make an effort today to 
express your gratitude to those persons for the truth they 
have shared. Decide how you will share that truth with some-
one else today. Today’s readings: Isaiah 58:9b–14; Psalm 
86:1–2, 3–4, 5–6; Luke 5:27–32.



 
 

 
Dear Faithful of the Diocese of Oakland, 
 
It is time once again to ask for your help in carrying out our mission of service in the Diocese of Oakland. 
The annual Bishop’s Ministries Appeal helps with the expenses of vital ministries and programs 
throughout the Diocese. With your support, we are making a difference, even in these challenging 
times. 
 
This year, the theme of the Appeal is Feed my Lambs, Feed My Sheep, which was Jesus’s command to 
baptized Christians, to serve and care for his flock, helping more people to come to know God’s love and 
mercy. We cannot complete this work God has given us without your support.  
 
Again this year, I ask you to consider making a special commitment – a one-time gift or a pledge payable 
over a period of time – to help us minister to the needs of those in our Diocese. May I count on your 
sacrificial support once again? 
 
With gratitude for your love and support of Christ and his Church, 

 
Most Reverend Michael C. Barber, S.J. 
Bishop of Oakland 
 
 

 
 

Bishop’s Ministries Appeal Prayer 
 

Loving and merciful God, we are your family, brothers and sisters entrusted with 

the mission of your Church in the Diocese of Oakland. 

We call upon our blessed Mother, Queen of the World and patroness of our Diocese, to guide us as a 

people committed to serving the needs of all God’s people, to tend the flock entrusted to our care. 

 

Look upon us, loving Shepherd, the sheep you have redeemed by your Precious Blood.  

We offer you our grateful prayer and ask your blessing on all our endeavors.  

Amen. 

 
  



The Bishop’s Ministries Appeal supports the following ministries:  
 
Religious Education & Faith Formation 
Gifts to the Bishop’s Ministries Appeal help support religious education and faith formation programs 
for thousands of youth and adults annually. 
 
Clergy Formation & Support 
From initial formation to retirement, the Diocese provides support for our priests. Additionally, your 
gift to the Bishop’s Ministries Appeal supports continued updating and renewal for priests and deacons 
who faithfully serve our people. 
 
Pastoral Ministries & Services 
Diocesan pastoral ministries and services focus on strengthening our faith, our families, and building up 
our parish communities by engaging people in the daily life of the Church as faithful disciples of Christ. 
 
Support for Catholic Schools & Parishes in Need 
Each year, our schools and parishes are faced with emergency repairs or budgetary shortfalls. The 
Bishop’s Ministries Appeal will again return 100% of all monies collected over and above each parish’s 
goal for use at the parish level for its own needs, plans for growth and new ministries to better serve 
their parishioners and the local community.  
 
Priest Retirement & Care 
Bishop Barber has an obligation to take care of our priests from the time they take vows through 
retirement. Your gift to the Bishop’s Ministries Appeal shows that you support and value those priests 
who have made a positive impact in your life. 
 

 
We gratefully accept gifts for the Bishop’s Ministries Appeal via cash, check, credit card, or direct debit. 
Gits of appreciated stock, easily liquidated property, planned gifts, and bequests are also accepted. 
Please contact the Office for Mission Advancement at 510-628-2156 to discuss these options. 
 

• Please make checks payable to Bishop’s Ministries Appeal. 

• Turn appeal envelopes in at your parish or mail to:  
Diocese of Oakland 
2121 Harrison Street, Suite 100 
Oakland, CA 94612 

• To donate online, please visit www.oakdiocese.org/giving or point your smartphone camera at 
the QR code below and follow the link: 

 

 
 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.oakdiocese.org/giving
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