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Parish Newsletter 
For 
6 March 2022 
 

 
From Father Robert – Reflecting On The 
Gospel 
Jesus is alone, hungry, and poised at the 
edge of decision-making before His Father 
and His own truth.  With perfect timing, the 
tempter arrives with three attractive 
propositions. 
 
If Jesus would turn stones into bread, it 
would bring great personal and social 
advantages neither He nor the poor of the 
land need be hungry anymore, the tempter 
implies.  But Jesus answers that it is not 
bread alone, but the word of God that is life-
giving food.  People of every generation 
must transplant the wilderness temptations 
into their own life and times, and the first 
contemporary temptation is to neglect the 
Word of God and allow ourselves to be 
seduced by so many other words, texts, 
emails, mass media, the flood of digital 
information, our often mindless and 
heartless inner and outer conversations.  The 
Word of God feeds our deepest hungers.  
Our obedience to this Word is expressed in 
our attentive listening to its proclamation, 
especially in the Sunday liturgy, in our 
prayerful reading of Scripture and our 

efforts to make this Word “living and 
effective” from day to day. 
 
The people of first-century Palestine who 
were living under the oppressions of the 
Roman Empire were hoping for political 
redemption.  If Jesus seizes power and 
glory, suggests the devil in his second 
temptation, what he could do for them!  But 
Jesus knows what this would mean:  power 
and authority handed to Him by the tempter 
would also bring oppression and violence.  
Jesus will go the longer, less immediate, and 
more sacrificial way of service to others 
rather than domination over them.  He will 
wait to receive the kingdom from the hand 
of His Father rather than from the devil, the 
ruler of a “counter-kingdom.”  Jesus will 
establish a healing reign over sick bodies, 
tormented psyches, and a troubled cosmos.   
We are only too familiar with scenarios of 
unjust wars and political compromise that 
accompany the lust for power.  We certainly 
need to take a stand against these, but 
perhaps we are less conscious of the 
compromises we make ourselves that 
bargaining for a little more status and 
authority at the expense of others and the 
effect that this has in world history – whose 
time we share.  We can often be tempted to 
serve personal success rather than 
faithfulness to God, our own reputation 
rather than the needs of our sisters and 
brothers, political expediency rather than 
justice.  “God alone shall you serve” will 
involve Christians in the self-sacrificing 
obedience of Jesus. 
 
The third temptation is for Jesus to launch 
His messianic career with a spectacular stunt 
– throwing Himself from the high point of 
the Jerusalem temple.  The temper assures 
Jesus, that, since He is a privileged Son, 
God will certainly deliver Him from any 
human and airborne limitations by sending 
angels to catch Him and carry Him to safety.   
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And what religious authority His survival 
would give Him!  But Jesus will be true to 
His sonship not by flamboyant acts but by 
suffering an impoverished death on a cross, 
a common place punishment for criminals.  
Only then will come Jesus’ leap of faith, not 
from the temple pinnacle but from the raised 
cross on Calvary; not into angels’ hands but 
into the hands of His Father Who will lift 
Him up in the resurrection.  Often we would 
like God to treat us as “different,” “special” 
people who deserve miraculous intervention 
and deliverance from the limitations of our 
humanity.  This will be offered to us, but 
only in the same way it was offered to Jesus:  
through suffering, dying, and rising with 
Him. 
 

 

What is your biggest everyday temptation? 
Why do you think this happens?  How do 
you usually deal with it? 
 
Imagine Jesus dealing with your most 
habitual temptation.  How would He 
respond?  How does imagining this make 
you feel?  Is it intimidating or empowering? 
 
Do you ever reject temptation verbally?  For 
example, if you want chocolate, do you ever 
say, “No, I’m not going to eat that 
chocolate.”  Do you think verbalizing your 
rejection of temptation, as Paul calls us to do 
in cases big and small, may help? 

 

Lenten Fasting and Abstinence  
Ash Wednesday and Good Friday are 
obligatory days of universal fast and 
abstinence. Fasting is obligatory for all who 
have completed their 18th year until the 
beginning of their 60th year. Fasting allows 
a person to eat one full meal. Two smaller 
meals may be taken, not to equal one full 
meal. Abstinence (from meat) is obligatory 
for all who have completed their 14th year 
of age. If possible, the fast on Good Friday 
is continued until the Easter Vigil (on Holy 
Saturday night) as the “paschal fast” to 
honor the suffering and death of the Lord 
Jesus and to prepare to share more fully and 
celebrate more readily his Resurrection. 
Fridays in Lent are obligatory days of 
abstinence (from meat) for all who have 
completed their 14th year. As always, 
anyone for whom fasting or abstinence 
would pose a health risk is excused. 
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Lenten Series 
Adult Faith Formation 

With Father Tom Bonacci, C.P. 
 

EXPLORING THE MIND OF CHRIST 
ENCOUNTERING THE HEART OF 

JESUS 
 

Reflections inspired by the Gospel of  
St. Luke 

 
Six Tuesday Evenings 

7:00 pm – 8:00 pm 
ZOOM only 

 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8279046053
4?pwd=VjhMdmNiR0dmRkRSS3dLZ
TdscHo2QT09 
Meeting ID: 827 9046 0534 
Passcode: 112522 

 
Lent is a time to spring back to life.  With 
St. Luke as our guide, we will follow in the 
footsteps of Jesus.  As we follow after him 
from Galilee to the Cross, we will rediscover 
the heart of Jesus which, as the Liturgy 
proclaims, “continues to beat with love for 
us.”  May his love for us be our love one for 
another.    

 

March 1, 2022 
The Mind of Jesus and the Heart of Mary 

Philippians 2: 5-11 and Luke 1: 46-55  
 

March 8, 2022 
He Opened the Scroll and Found his Heart 

Luke 4: 16-21 
 

March 15, 2022 
Do not be Afraid! 

Luke 5: 1-11 
 

March 22, 2022 
Blessed are you who are Poor 

Luke 6: 20-23 
 

March 29, 2022 
The Heart of Jesus was Broken 

Luke 7: 11-17 
 

April 5, 2022 
This Day in Paradise 

Luke 23: 39-43  
 

 

 
March 5th and 6th, 2022 
Saturday Vigil Eucharist 4:00 p.m.; 
Penitential Procession and The Great Litany 
 
Sunday, 8:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m.; 
Penitential Procession and The Great Litany 
 

 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82790460534?pwd=VjhMdmNiR0dmRkRSS3dLZTdscHo2QT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82790460534?pwd=VjhMdmNiR0dmRkRSS3dLZTdscHo2QT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82790460534?pwd=VjhMdmNiR0dmRkRSS3dLZTdscHo2QT09
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Stations of the Cross 
The Confirmation Class will be presenting 
the Stations of the Cross, Thursday, 
March, 17, 2022 from 6:30 to 7:00 p.m. in 
the church. Please join us. 
 

 
The Scrutinies During Lent 
Our parish is blessed this year with four 
candidates for the Sacraments of Initiation at 
The Great Vigil of Easter.  For the past 
weeks and months, we have been praying 
for Julia, Brice, Michael, and Joseph.  On 
the Third, Fourth, and Fifth Sundays of 
Lent, March 20, 27, and April 3 respectively 
during the 10:00 a.m. Eucharist, they will 
experience the Scrutinies following the 
homily on each of those Sundays.  These are 
moments of prayer and the Laying On Of 
Hands to help them to prepare for Initiation 
through Baptism, Confirmation, and First 
Eucharist.  Please keep them in thought and 
prayer especially all through Lent as they 
enter into this time of intense spiritual 
preparation. 
 

 
 

Our Communal Penance Service of 
Reconciliation will be celebrated on 
Wednesday, 30 March 2022, at 7:00 p.m. in 
the sanctuary.  The Sacrament of 
Reconciliation will also be celebrated each 
Saturday of Lent from 2:30 – 3:30 p.m. in 
the sanctuary until the renovation of the 
parish hall is completed and the 
Reconciliation Chapel is once again 
available. 

 
Palm Sunday, April 9th and 10th 

Saturday Vigil Eucharist, April 9th, 4:00 
p.m.; The Blessing and Distribution of 
Palms; Procession, Reading of the Passion 
According to Luke, Holy Eucharist 

Sunday, April 10th, 8:00 and 10:30 a.m., 
Holy Eucharist; The Blessing and 
Distribution of Palms; Procession, Reading 
of the Passion According to Luke; Holy 
Eucharist 
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Holy Thursday, April 14th 

Sung Morning Prayer 8:00 a.m. 
7:30 p.m., Evening Mass of the Lord’s 
Supper; Reception of the Holy Oils, Liturgy 
of the Word, Washing of Feet, Holy 
Eucharist, Procession to the Altar of Repose 
and Adoration. 
 
Good Friday, April 15th 

Sung Morning Prayer 8:00 a.m. 
3:00 p.m. Liturgy of the Word, Reading of 
the Passion According to John, Veneration 
of the Cross, and Holy Communion. 
7:00 p.m.  Liturgy of the Word and 
Veneration of the Cross 
 
The Great Vigil of Easter, Saturday, 
April 16th 
Sung Morning Prayer 8:00 a.m. 
7:30 p.m.; The Great Paschal Vigil  
Lighting of the New Fire, Liturgy of the 
Word, Celebration of the Sacraments of 
Initiation, Renewal of Baptismal Promises, 
Holy Eucharist, reception for the newly-
initiated immediately following in the Parish 
Hall. 
 
 

 
Easter Day, April 17th 
Holy Eucharist, 8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.; 
Procession, Liturgy of the Word, Renewal of 
Baptismal Promises and Sprinkling Rite. 
Presentation of the Neophytes to the Parish. 
 
Adult Acolytes 

 
Adult Acolytes will be needed for many of 
the liturgies of Lent.  A sign-up list will be 
made available soon and I invite you to sign 
up for those liturgies at which you wish to 
serve.  There will be practices/rehearsals for 
each of these special liturgies (Palm Sunday, 
Holy Thursday, The Great Vigil, Easter 
Day). 
 
St. Ignatius of Antioch co-hosts the 
Winter Nights Shelter 
The Winter Nights Family Shelter operates 
from October through mid-June each year. 
The shelter ‘rotates’ every two weeks to a 
different faith community that offers space 
to host the residents. 
 
This year our parish partnered with 
St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church in Walnut 
Creek to co-host. St. Matthew’s has a 
wonderful campus that included a large 
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parish hall and a shower room that was 
made available to the shelter residents. 
 
Our week was Monday, February 21 
through Sunday, February 27. It was quite a 
departure from previous years. The number 
of clients was strictly limited to 
accommodate social distancing and other 
safety protocols. All residents and staff are 
COVID tested every week. Masks and 
gloves are required for all volunteers. Each 
family was assigned to a separate dining 
table for use during their entire stay. Instead 
of a buffet line, one or two members of the 
family brought food back to the tables. As 
you can see in the pictures at the end of the 
newsletter, each family had a large tent that 
afforded much-needed privacy. 
 
Four families for a total of 9 guests were 
registered at the shelter, down from the 
usual 7 or 8 families and 25-30 residents. 
All 4 families were headed by dedicated 
women working very hard for their children 
under some difficult circumstances. 
 
Our parish has supported Winter Nights for 
over 15 years and as is our tradition, our 
community responded generously again this 
year. Items on the shelter wish list were 
purchased, including sleeping bags, fitted 
sheets, pillows, cash, and gift cards. Gift 
cards and cash donations exceeded $400. 
During our week, we celebrated the second 
birthday for a little one with special birthday 
cupcakes and a new book for each of the 
children. 
 
Sixteen parishioners purchased, prepared, 
and served a variety of homecooked meals 
including what has become another parish 
tradition, a ‘cook-to-order’ breakfast on 
Sunday morning. Monday’s menu included 
minestrone soup, mac & cheese, garlic 
bread, and salad. Tuesday featured 
enchiladas, Spanish rice, tortilla chips & 

salsa, fruit salad, and brownies. 
Wednesday’s dinner included BBQ chicken, 
chili, potato salad, fresh strawberries, grapes 
& kiwi with cookies for dessert. Thursday 
the residents dined on BBQ tri-tip, scalloped 
potatoes, chicken nuggets, green salad, rolls, 
and 3 kinds of pie for dessert. Friday’s 
dinner, at the request of the birthday boy, 
featured more mac & cheese, Chinese salad, 
garlic bread, and birthday cupcakes.  Our 
adopted school, St. Peter Martyr in 
Pittsburg, also assisted by preparing a 
spaghetti and meatball dinner on Saturday. 
Green salad and garlic bread rounded out the 
dinner which concluded with make-your-
own ice cream sundaes. Sunday dinner 
featured breaded baked chicken, rice ala 
Fara, fresh broccoli, rolls, and snickerdoodle 
cookies. 
 
On Sunday afternoon, one of our parish 
families treated the shelter residents to an 
afternoon of fun at Pixieland in Concord. A 
special thank you to Chip Sharpe for 
bringing his guitar and providing live 
entertainment for two evenings of our week.  
 
Oasis Laundry Thank You 
Residents of the Winter Nights Family 
Shelter and participants in the Winter Nights 
Safe Parking Program are able to use the 
shower facility at the St. Vincent de Paul 
Oasis site in Pittsburg. St. Ignatius of 
Antioch and East County Shared Ministries 
assist in this effort by providing weekly 
laundry service. Each Friday since the 
shelter opened in October, volunteers picked 
up the towels used during the week, took 
them home, laundered them, and returned 
them on Monday morning. The two 
churches involved rotate on a monthly basis 
with our parish being responsible for 
February.  Our next scheduled month is 
coming up in April.  If you would like to 
volunteer for this important outreach, 
contact the parish office. Thank you 
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to Susan Fleming, Vicki McCoy, Marla 
Plurkowski, and Robert Solano for their 
efforts in support of this outreach. 
 

 
Adult Confirmation Classes Begin Soon 

Start Your Registration Now 
Everyone needing to receive the sacrament 
of Confirmation for full initiation into the 
Church, to be a godparent, to be considered 
for the Diaconate, and to receive the gifts of 
the Holy Spirit should start their registration 
process now. 
 
Classes will begin Wednesday, May 4th at 
7:30 pm – 9:00 pm at the church. Classes 
will continue on Wednesdays the 11th, 18th, 
and 25th. Confirmation will be at the 
Cathedral in Oakland on Saturday June 4th. 
Your Baptism certificate and registration 
form must be received by the Diocese by 
April 5th. To receive a registration form, 
contact Peter Degl'Innocenti, Confirmation 
Coordinator, at 1(925) 756-6172.  
 
Don’t delay, start now.  
 

 
California Food Handler Cards 
As reported in the Parish Newsletter, our 
new kitchen has been certified by the Contra 
Costa Health Department and now has a 
permit to operate as a production kitchen. As 
we move closer to being able to use our new 
facility, we want to remind everyone that a 

California Food Handler Card will be 
required for anyone who works in our 
kitchen, including food servers. This will 
ensure that everyone working at our events 
has a basic knowledge of food safety and 
sanitation. 
 
Food Handler Cards can be obtained by 
taking an online food safety course. Courses 
are offered by a number of certified 
organizations and with prices ranging from 
$7 - $15. Links for several certified 
organizations are posted on the parish 
website (note: you are not limited to the 
organizations listed - you may choose other 
organizations from which to obtain your 
card as long as they are certified). 
 
Once you obtain your Food Handler Card, 
please provide a copy to the parish office. 
Per health department rules, these copies 
will be kept onsite in our kitchen. 

 

Our parish community is blessed with 
abundant volunteers who do a myriad of 
things throughout the week.  Our thanks to: 
Those who clean the church and bathrooms 
each Saturday morning, in preparation for 
the weekend and the week ahead:  Al Cosce, 
Jun Bajet, Carole Miller, Jean Rogers, 
Angela Bueno, Mency Osborne, Rose 
Salamanca, and Steve Rojek. 
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To Virginia Noack who vacuums the 
carpets at the entrance to the church each 
day, empties the waste receptacles in the 
restrooms as well as making sure they are 
clean and ready for use. 
 
To Lisa Lombardo who records our 
liturgies and uploads them to our You Tube 
Channel for those who cannot be with us in 
person. 
 
To our Parish Office Volunteers:  Alicia 
Perez, Melodye Costanza, Lorraine 
Lohmeier, and Bev Iacona. 
To our Parish Security Team:  Don Benson, 
Steve Rojek, Tony Gumina, Dave 
Simpson, Brian McCoy, Jose Perez, Bill 
Barbanica, and Rick Carraher. 
 
To those who help and assist Estrella Rusk,  
Financial Secretary, with accounting, data 
entry, recording, and banking. 
 
To our Liturgical Ministers:  Ushers, 
Greeters, Lectors, Eucharistic Ministers, 
Altar Servers, Sacristans, Altar Guild, 
Adult Acolytes, Art & Environment 
Committee Members, Liturgy Committee 
Members, Cantors, Funeral 
Coordinators, and Dilcia Aparicio who 
launders and irons all the Sacred Linens. 
 
To the members of our Art & Environment 
Committee who have transformed the 
environment of Winter’s Ordinary Time to 
the beautifully reverent and powerful 
environment of Lent:  Tony & Claudia 
Gumina, Christine Shoemaker, Tom & 
Stevie Catchings, Pablo & Norma 
Villegas, Doris Radovan (who also 
generously brought the coffee and breakfast 
pastries), Rich Confetti, Don Benson, and 
Theresa Nelms. 
 

 

All who have participated in the Bishop’s 
Annual Appeal in the past will be receiving 
a letter from the bishop, along with a 
contribution envelope.  Additional 
envelopes will be made available on the 
credenza at the back of the church.  In order 
for our parish to meet our goal of $34,900, I 
am asking for a one-time contribution of 
$100 from each registered household.  I 
realize that not everyone is able to 
contribute in that amount, however, what is 
important is that all of us participate - some 
will be able to contribute more than the 
requested amount and others less, but the 
way we make our goal is when all of us do 
our part.  Please make your check payable to 
Bishop’s Ministries Appeal and place your 
donation envelope in the Sunday Collection. 
Thank you in advance for your generosity to 
the Annual Bishop’s Appeal and the 
ministries it supports.  More information is 
available in the bulletin and on the bulletin 
board in the portico. 
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Justice Corner, by Carolyn Krantz, 
Pastoral Associate 
The Synodal meetings have caused me to 
pray about today's Church and what the 
Church of the future might look like.  In 
prayer we ask the Holy Spirit, “Where do 
you want us to go, and what do we need to 
change to better be your disciples on the 
road?” St. Catherine of Sienna said, “To 
love the church is to long for her renewal.”  
She lived in the time of great conflict in the 
church when there were two people claiming 
the papacy in two different cities.  We do not 
have that, but we do have folks of two 
different ways of being Church.  Some 
would hold fast to rules and pre-Vatican 
thinking, and some would see great changes 
for the Church.  Here are some thoughts 
from author, David Richo*, that might help 
us through this messy time. 
 
The Church is “the precise point of contact 
between the universe and the Omega Point.” 
(p. 82). That means that we as Church are in 
relationship with the Christ that will come 
again at the end times.  Imagine that time in 
the future.  “To be ready has never seemed 
to me to signify anything else than to be 
“stretching forward.”  We are called upon to 
stretch our imaginations forward and deepen 
the meaning of the cross as a symbol and 
expression of evolution as a whole.  It is 
easy to name the places where the suffering 
of the cross is present in today's life.  “Our 
world is not only a place on the map but a 
treasure chest of the divine.” (p. 80) When 
we name the suffering in the world, we see 

where the cross in present.  God 
accompanies us.  He “stays, watching over, 
beholding, containing, creating buoyancy in 
the spike waters of life.” (p. 80) “The 
Church then encompasses all those on the 
human-divine journey to the Omega of 
agape, that is, selfless and universal love.” 
(p.75)   
 
The world is “the right place for the ever-
unfolding incarnation.” (p. 79)  “We as 
church acknowledge Christ as the pivot of 
all convergence, all consciousness, all 
connection.  Church is a verb, not a noun.  It 
is continually evolving in the lives of the 
faithful.”  Pope Francis recognized this and 
asked us to be in touch with the deeply 
moving experiences initiated by the Holy 
Spirit.  This is what we proclaim through the 
synodal recommendations we are sending to 
Rome.  “The Church is thus meant to be the 
advancer and advocate of the human 
journey.” (p. 74)  In prayer, we enter into the 
mystical consciousness of Christ and move 
forward in an evolutionary spirituality 
driven by the Spirit. “An unchanging 
institutional style will not get us there.” 
(p.74) 
 
Teilhard said, “It has sometimes seemed to 
me there are three weak stones sitting 
dangerously in the foundations of the 
modern Church: first, a government that 
excludes democracy; second, a priesthood 
that excludes and minimizes women; and 
third, a revelation that excludes, for  the 
future, prophecy” (Letter to Christophe de 
Gaudefroy, 1929).  If we spend some time 
reading the prophets, we will discern that 
openness to the Spirit and willingness to 
dive into an unknown future, are part of the 
life we are called upon to live with our 
brother Christ in these unsettling times.  We 
are called to move the Church forward, to be 
the suffering Christ in today's world. 
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This involves a great deal of change and no 
one is comfortable with that.  We must open 
our arms wide and Jesus did on the cross to 
an unknown future.  What is known is that 
Christ and His Spirit are with us.  Stretch 
forward to meet Him on the road. 
 
*David Richo, Everything Ablaze: 
Meditating on the Mystical Vision of 
Teilhard De Chardin, New York: Paulist 
Press, 2017. 
 
Justice Corner by Carolyn Krantz, 
Pastoral Associate 
For The First Sunday of Lent 
It seems amazing that Lent has rolled around 
so soon.  We enter into the heart of Christ to 
accompany Him on this journey. As He goes 
willingly to endure the sufferings of the 
cross., we, too, wish to open our hearts to 
the suffering in our lives and to offer them to 
the Father.  This is a moment of change.  
Liturgically we change colors and simplify 
our environment.  We look at our lives to see 
what actions we need to take that will draw 
us closer to God and to the world around us. 
The Gospel relates the three temptations that 
the devil presents to Jesus at the beginning 
of His mission.  In the first, the devil says, 
“Prove to me that you are who you say you 
are.  I know you are hungry, command these 
stones to become bread.”  But Jesus doesn't 
have too prove himself to anyone.  The 
Spirit has already revealed what His life will 
be.    This is a lesson to us.  We do not have 
to prove God is with us.  He has already told 
us that His Presence guides us.  Yes, we 
need to work for our daily bread, but we do 
not need to worry. Just do our part and trust 
Him. 
 
The second temptation is based on a lie.  
The devil says he has all power and glory.  
Only God has that.   “Just serve me and I 
will make you rich and famous.”  But, Jesus 
is too familiar with the scriptures to fall for 

that one.  “It is written: You shall worship 
the Lord your God, and Him alone shall you 
serve!”  He is clear about His mission in life.  
Are we as clear as we go about our daily 
chores and relationships?  Do we place our 
trust in God and His plans for us rather than 
the power and glory offered by worldly 
endeavors? 
 
In the third temptation, the devil uses 
Scripture to try to get Jesus to tempt God, 
but Jesus sees through that one, too.  I find 
the last line of the Gospel very interesting.  
“When the devil had finished every 
temptation.”  Does that mean there were 
more?  Certainly there will be more as Jesus 
goes through His ministry, but He gives us 
the way through.  He shows us what it 
means to trust in God, even when things do 
not go the way we think they should. 
 
Then the Gospel says, “He departed from 
Him for a time,” a clue that the devil did not 
stop in His effort to entice Jesus over to the 
side of evil.  We see many more temptations 
from the disciples, from the pharisees and 
others as Jesus' life and ministry progresses.  
Many are the examples of the times the 
Apostles did not get it. 
 
We, like the Apostles, get waylaid by the 
trails and events of life.  We think we know, 
only to be led into confusion and doubt.  Our 
fears get in the way.  From the example of 
Jesus, we know what to do when trials come 
upon us: PRAY!  Go into the desert to 
commune with the Spirit Who sorts things 
out for us.  Most of all, trust that God is with 
us to show us the way.  Our strength is in the 
Lord. 
 
When I pray with my own sufferings, I am 
aware that the people of Ukraine are 
suffering much more than me.  So my prayer 
moves away from my own needs to the 
needs of the world. I am blessed with the 
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basics.  I have friends who care about me.  I 
do not have to shelter in the subway with 
little food and no knowledge if my house 
will still be standing when the bombing is 
over. 
 
Let us make this lent with all the suffering 
of the world.  Let us put away our own 
needs and be there for others.  Let us pray 
for the end of conflict and each day put 
more love in the world.  Increase our trust, 
O Lord. 
 

 

The Memorial Funeral Liturgy for Emily 
Silva will be celebrated in our church this 
coming Tuesday, 8 March 2022, at 
10:30 a.m., followed by the Committal at 
Holy Cross Cemetery, Antioch.  All are 
invited and welcome to celebrate her life, 
legacy, and discipleship.  
 
The Memorial Funeral Liturgy for Vincent 
Cortese, beloved father of Ramona Baxter, 
will be celebrated in our church this coming 
Wednesday, 9 March 2022, at 11:00 a.m.  
The Committal will take place the following 
day, 10 March 2022, at St. Joseph’s 
Cemetery, San Pablo at 1:00 p.m. 
 
 

 

You are invited to join Father Robert in 
celebrating his 75th Birthday on Saturday, 30 
April 2022, beginning with the Saturday 
Vigil Eucharist at 4:00 p.m. followed by a 
reception in the parish hall.  In lieu of gifts, 
Fr. Robert has asked that if you would like 
to honor him, to make a donation to the 
Expansion Fund to help furnish our new 
kitchen with everything that it needs:  place 
settings, flatware, pots and pans, glassware, 
etc.  In the Memo Line of your check, please 
be sure to indicate Kitchen Furnishing.  We 
hope you can join us for this parish 
celebration. 

 

 



First Sunday of Lent

An Answer to Our Cry
Merciful God,
you are always near
to those who call upon you.
You heard the cry of your chosen people
and led them out of Egpyt.
You hear our cry when we are in trouble
and lead us away from temptation.
Fill us with your Spirit
and bring us closer to your Son, Jesus,
finding mercy, forgiveness,
and fullness of life.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Sunday, March 6, 2022
Trusting in God

Today’s readings: Deuteronomy 26:4–10; Psalm 91:1–2, 
10–11, 12–13, 4–15; Romans 10:8–13; Luke 4:1–13. Each 
year on the First Sunday of Lent, we hear the account of 
Jesus spending forty days in the desert. From the Gospel we 
learn that our Lord didn’t just wander into this desolate land 
but was led by the Spirit. Jesus trusted that the Spirit would 
help him through the difficult time ahead. 

After long days and nights of fasting in the desert, 
Jesus was hungry when the devil appeared. The devil chal-
lenged Jesus to turn stones into bread, to worship him, and 
to test God’s loving care. At every turn, Jesus knew the 
Spirit was within him, and that his Father was close. 

Confident that he would receive strength to sustain him, he 
did not yield to temptation.

In the first reading, we hear the prayer that the Israelite 
said while offering the firstfruits of the harvest. This prayer 
told of trust in God, who heard the cry of the afflicted, 
brought the Israelites out of Egypt, and led his people to a 
land of milk and honey. During Lent, we learn again to 
place our trust in God, for as St. Paul says in the second 
reading, “Everyone who calls upon the Lord will be saved.” 
When we cry out in distress, as our ancestors did, we will 
be heard. With such knowledge, we pray with the psalmist, 
“Be with me, Lord, when I am in trouble.”



© 2022 Liturgy Training Publications. 800-933-1800. Text by Catherine Johnson and Mary Kay Kelley, ssj. 
Illustrated by John McCoy. Scripture quotations are from the New American Bible, revised edition. 
Permission to publish granted by the Archdiocese of Chicago.

This Week at Home
Monday, March 7
Whatever You Did for the Least
Catholic social teaching is grounded in the parable of the 
sheep and goats we hear in today’s Gospel. When Jesus 
comes in his glory, he will gather those who have fed the 
hungry, clothed the naked, visited the imprisoned, and given 
drink to the thirsty. Do something this week that benefits 
those who are poor, hungry, or forgotten. Make sandwiches, 
donate to a food pantry, or schedule a time to serve a meal at 
a local dining hall that tends to those less fortunate. Today’s 
readings: Leviticus 19:1–2, 11–18; Psalm 19:8, 9, 10, 15; 
Matthew 25:31–46. 

Tuesday, March 8
Word and Will
When Jesus teaches his disciples how to pray, he draws par-
allels to how we are to live. When we do the will of God in 
heaven, glory is given to the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who is the Word made flesh. Every time the Our Father is 
prayed, we ask that God’s will be done just as it is done in 
heaven. How can you help ensure that God’s will is done on 
earth today? Today’s readings: Isaiah 55:10–11; Psalm 
34:4–5. 6–7, 16–17, 18–19; Matthew 6:7–15.

Wednesday, March 9
Forgive Us Our Sins
In today’s Gospel, Jesus speaks of an “evil generation.” Our 
generation is another among many that could be labeled the 
same. Racism, sexism, and ageism lead to injustice. Life is 
not valued from conception to natural death. Pray to the God 
of all goodness and compassion, and ask that our collective 
offenses be washed clean, that we repent of our societal sins, 
and that we begin to create a new world and live with humble 
and contrite hearts. Today’s readings: Jonah 3:1–10; Psalm 
51:3–4, 12–13, 18–19; Luke 11:29–32.

Thursday, March 10
Be Attentive
In the reading from Esther, the anguished queen cries out to 
the Lord to save her from enemies. The psalmist responds 
confidently in the Lord, proclaiming, “Lord, on the day I 
called for help, you answered me.” Daily, we hear pleas for 
help at home, work, and even during recreation. When tired 
or preoccupied, it is easy to tune out these cries for assis-
tance. Be attentive to those who need help, knowing that your 
behavior is imitating the goodness of God. Today’s readings: 
Esther C:12, 14–16, 23–25; Psalm 138:1–2ab, 2cde–3, 7c–8; 
Matthew 7:7–12.

Friday, March 11
Reconciliation
Jesus, in today’s Gospel, tells his disciples that more is neces-
sary than obedience to the commandments. The Lord 
expects us not only to refrain from harming another but to 
seek reconciliation when a relationship has fractured. After 
making peace with another, our worship to God can be 
authentic. Take time to examine your relationships and write 
a letter to someone to whom you need to apologize. Today’s 
readings: Ezekiel 18:21–28; Psalm 130:1–2, 3–4, 5–7a, 
7bc–8; Matthew 5:20–26.

Saturday, March 12 
Blessed Are They
The responsorial psalm proclaims, “Blessed are they who 
follow the law of the Lord.” The command that Jesus gives 
his followers is to love those who persecute them. Jesus 
instructs that even the pagans and the tax collectors love 
those who love them. God lets the sun rise on the good and 
the bad. Christians, who are called to “be perfect, just as 
your heavenly Father is perfect,” are to love when it is diffi-
cult. Today’s readings: Deuteronomy 26:16–19; Psalm 
119:1–2; 4–5, 7–8; Matthew 5:43–48.



St. Ignatius of Antioch  

St. Joseph’s Day Dinner 

Saturday, March 26, 2022 

5:30 pm  

St. Ignatius of Antioch Church 

Parish Hall  

 

50/50 Raffle 

Silent Auction 

Live Auction 

Door Prizes 

 

Menu 
Appetizers 

Spring Salad 

Italian Pasta 

Vegetables 

St. Joseph’s Dessert Table 
 

Dinner is $30.00 

This is always a “Sold Out” Event 

16th Annual 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Name ______________________________________________________________________ 

 
Phone: ____________________ 

 

Number of Dinners:  ________ X $30.00 = ______________ 
 
Make Checks payable to St. Ignatius of Antioch Church. 
Deadline: 3/22/2022 

*Sponsored by the Social Events Committee. 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 



Expansion Update 
 March 4, 2022 

Work on the renovation of the hall continues. Painting the walls is complete. The interior doors 
and doorjambs are being sanded and repainted. The doors are also being cut to accommodate the 
new carpet tiles that will be installed in the next week or so. The new flooring will be highly 
durable, easy to maintain, and will reduce the noise level associated with the existing concrete 
floor. 

Throughout the entire construction project, Oliver and Company prepared what is called a two-
week look ahead schedule which provided dates for significant milestones. According to the latest 
look ahead schedule for March, the following milestones are listed: 

• The fire district review of the alarm system plans was scheduled for completion on 
Thursday, March 3. 

• The final fire district inspection of the new alarm system, and the final city building 
inspection are tentatively scheduled to be completed by Tuesday, March 15. 

As noted in the last update, “no one likes uncertainty”  and until the inspections are complete, 
the uncertainty will still be with us. 

In the meantime, representatives of the various parish organizations that utilize the kitchen were 
given a tour of the kitchen on Thursday, March 3. Participants received information from a 
company representative from Vulcan and Gaylord Equipment (the makers of the appliances and 
hood system) and Tom Banis, our kitchen designer. Faith Formation, YLI, St. Martha’s Guild, 
Knights of Columbus, SPRED, Finance Council, and the Simbang Gabi group were represented 
and were able to ask questions. The participants will be expected to bring the information they 
learned today back to their respective groups or organizations. 

 



St. Ignatius of Antioch co-hosts the Winter Nights Shelter  
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