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Parish Newsletter 
For 
13 March 2022 
 

 

THE SECOND SUNDAY OF 
LENT 
 
From Father Robert – Reflecting On The 
Gospel 
Luke describes Jesus’ transfiguration as 
happening “while He was praying,” 
emphasizing the power of prayer to mediate 
the presence of God and the consequent 
transformation of the one who prays.  Jesus 
is joined by two of His ancestors, Moses and 
Elijah.  The first of these, Moses, had to 
cope with his people who frequently 
grumbled about their exodus out of Egyptian 
slavery and into freedom.  After spending 
forty days on Mount Sinai where God had 
called him to receive the divine teaching, 
Moses was transformed by his encounter 
and his face had become so radiant that 
when he came down from the mountain to 
his people, he needed to veil himself lest his 
brightness blind them.  Elijah had 
encountered God in the silence outside the 
cave on Mount Horeb/Sinai after his forty-
day flight from Jezebel, his too vicious 
slaughter of the false prophets she favored, 
and his arrogant ignoring of the other 
hundred true and hidden prophets of God. 
 

The glory of the transfiguration eventually 
penetrates the fog of sleep that resulted from 
the disciples’ mountain climb.  As it will be 
in Gethsemane, such sleep is the faithless 
opposite of watching and raying – a reality 
with which we may be all too familiar.  As 
Moses and Elijah leave, Peter has what he 
considers his own moment of dazzling 
brilliance.  He does not want to make any 
holy risks.  A safer, more familiar solution, 
he suggests would be to “house the glory of 
Jesus, Moses, and Elijah in three tents (or 
“tabernacles”) set up on this mountain.  As 
observant Jews, Jesus and the disciples had 
all celebrated the feast of 
Tabernacles/Booths from their childhood.  
That feast commemorates not only the 
wilderness wandering of Israel when the 
people lived in fragile, portable tents, but 
also the later dwelling of the cloud of God’s 
glory, the Shekinah, in the Jerusalem 
temple.  We have often been very pious 
about Peter’s words, “Master, it is good that 
we are here,” but inattentive to Luke’s 
following comment that Peter did not know 
what he was saying.  Jesus’ disciples are 
never to be frozen in the familiar.  For Peter, 
James, and John, there is another mountain 
to be climbed, another transfiguration in 
blood and pain to be experienced before the 
glory of the resurrection is revealed. 
Then God, not Peter, takes the initiative – 
tenting over Jesus and the disciples with 
divine glory, overshadowing them with a 
cloud, and calling them into its mystery.  
Over Moses on Mount Sinai, over Daniel’s 
Son of Man, over Mary of Nazareth, the 
cloud was witness to and symbol of God’s 
transfiguring presence.  Now it embraces the 
tabernacle of Jesus’ body and those who are 
His companions.  Terrified, they enter and 
hear the Father’s assurance, given only to 
Jesus at His baptism but now announced to 
disciples of all time:  “This is  my chosen 
Son; listen to Him.”  Then there is silence, 
and Jesus alone is with them.  They will go 
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down from the mountain, onto the plain; and 
the struggle to understand Jesus goes on.  
On the plains of our every day life, we, too, 
struggle to respond to the Father’s 
command:  to listen to the Son, to become 
children of the light in His light, sisters and 
brothers who are ready to risk the unfamiliar 
and new because we are enveloped in the 
security of God’s presence and promise.  
After the mountain of Jesus’ transfiguration 
comes the hill of His crucifixion.  Our 
pilgrim legs have to be strong for both 
climbs, and though we may not always 
recognize it, the “mountaintop” experiences 
are often occasions where God allows us to 
catch our breath for the next and harder 
ascents. 
 

 
Have you ever met one of your heroes?  
How did you react?  Did you, like Peter, 
start speaking without knowing what you 
were saying? 
 
If you were on a camping trip and woke up 
to find your best friend or spouse talking to 
Jesus in the flesh, how would you react? 
 
What’s one of your most memorable 
mountaintop experience?  What do you still 
reflect on from that time? 

 
Lenten Fasting and Abstinence  
Ash Wednesday and Good Friday are 
obligatory days of universal fast and 
abstinence. Fasting is obligatory for all who 
have completed their 18th year until the 
beginning of their 60th year. Fasting allows 
a person to eat one full meal. Two smaller 
meals may be taken, not to equal one full 
meal. Abstinence (from meat) is obligatory 
for all who have completed their 14th year 
of age. If possible, the fast on Good Friday 
is continued until the Easter Vigil (on Holy 
Saturday night) as the “paschal fast” to 
honor the suffering and death of the Lord 
Jesus and to prepare to share more fully and 
celebrate more readily his Resurrection. 
Fridays in Lent are obligatory days of 
abstinence (from meat) for all who have 
completed their 14th year. As always, 
anyone for whom fasting or abstinence 
would pose a health risk is excused. 
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Lenten Series 
Adult Faith Formation 

With Father Tom Bonacci, C.P. 
 

EXPLORING THE MIND OF CHRIST 
ENCOUNTERING THE HEART OF 

JESUS 
 

Reflections inspired by the Gospel of 
St. Luke 

 
Six Tuesday Evenings 

7:00 pm – 8:00 pm 
ZOOM only 

(There are four Tuesdays remaining) 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83470516486?p
wd=ajVxUUM2aE9IalBSQXQ5Rlpmd1R
Udz09 
Meeting ID: 834 7051 6486 
Passcode: 576388 
 
Lent is a time to spring back to life.  With 
St. Luke as our guide, we will follow in the 
footsteps of Jesus.  As we follow after him 
from Galilee to the Cross, we will rediscover 
the heart of Jesus which, as the Liturgy 
proclaims, “continues to beat with love for 
us.”  May his love for us be our love one for 
another.    

 
 

 
March 15, 2022 

Do not be Afraid! 
Luke 5: 1-11 

 
March 22, 2022 

Blessed are you who are Poor 
Luke 6: 20-23 

 
March 29, 2022 

The Heart of Jesus was Broken 
Luke 7: 11-17 

 
April 5, 2022 

This Day in Paradise 
Luke 23: 39-43  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Stations of the Cross 
The Confirmation Class will be presenting 
the Stations of the Cross, Thursday, 
March, 17, 2022 from 6:30 to 7:00 p.m. in 
the church. Please join us. 
 

 
Adult Confirmation Classes Begin Soon 

Start Your Registration Now 
Everyone needing to receive the sacrament 
of Confirmation for full initiation into the 
Church, to be a godparent, to be considered 
for the Diaconate, and to receive the gifts of 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83470516486?pwd=ajVxUUM2aE9IalBSQXQ5Rlpmd1RUdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83470516486?pwd=ajVxUUM2aE9IalBSQXQ5Rlpmd1RUdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83470516486?pwd=ajVxUUM2aE9IalBSQXQ5Rlpmd1RUdz09
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the Holy Spirit should start their registration 
process now. 
 
Classes will begin Wednesday, May 4th at 
7:30 pm – 9:00 pm at the church. Classes 
will continue on Wednesdays the 11th, 18th, 
and 25th. Confirmation will be at the 
Cathedral in Oakland on Saturday June 4th. 
Your Baptism certificate and registration 
form must be received by the Diocese by 
April 5th. To receive a registration form, 
contact Peter Degl'Innocenti, Confirmation 
Coordinator, at 1(925) 756-6172.  
 
Don’t delay, start now.  
 

 
California Food Handler Cards 
As reported in the Parish Newsletter, our 
new kitchen has been certified by the Contra 
Costa Health Department and now has a 
permit to operate as a production kitchen. As 
we move closer to being able to use our new 
facility, we want to remind everyone that a 
California Food Handler Card will be 
required for anyone who works in our 
kitchen, including food servers. This will 
ensure that everyone working at our events 
has a basic knowledge of food safety and 
sanitation. 
 
Food Handler Cards can be obtained by 
taking an online food safety course. Courses 
are offered by a number of certified 
organizations and with prices ranging from 
$7 - $15. Links for several certified 
organizations are posted on the parish 
website (note: you are not limited to the 
organizations listed - you may choose other 

organizations from which to obtain your 
card as long as they are certified). 
 
Once you obtain your Food Handler Card, 
please provide a copy to the parish office. 
Per health department rules, these copies 
will be kept onsite in our kitchen. 
 

 
The Scrutinies During Lent 
Our parish is blessed this year with four 
candidates for the Sacraments of Initiation at 
The Great Vigil of Easter.  For the past 
weeks and months, we have been praying 
for Julia, Brice, Michael, and Joseph.  On 
the Third, Fourth, and Fifth Sundays of 
Lent, March 20, 27, and April 3 respectively 
during the 10:00 a.m. Eucharist, they will 
experience the Scrutinies following the 
homily on each of those Sundays.  These are 
moments of prayer and the Laying On Of 
Hands to help them to prepare for Initiation 
through Baptism, Confirmation, and First 
Eucharist. 
 
Please keep them in thought and prayer 
especially all through Lent as they enter into 
this time of intense spiritual preparation. 
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Our Communal Penance Service of 
Reconciliation will be celebrated on 
Wednesday, 30 March 2022, at 7:00 p.m. in 
the sanctuary.  The Sacrament of 
Reconciliation will also be celebrated each 
Saturday of Lent from 2:30 – 3:30 p.m. in 
the sanctuary until the renovation of the 
parish hall is completed and the 
Reconciliation Chapel is once again 
available. 
 

 
Palm Sunday, April 9th and 10th 
Saturday Vigil Eucharist, April 9th, 
4:00 p.m.; The Blessing and Distribution of 
Palms; Procession, Reading of the Passion 
According to Luke, Holy Eucharist 
 
Sunday, April 10th, 8:00 and 10:30 a.m., 
Holy Eucharist; The Blessing and 
Distribution of Palms; Procession, Reading 
of the Passion According to Luke; Holy 
Eucharist 

 
Holy Thursday, April 14th 

Sung Morning Prayer 8:00 a.m. 
7:30 p.m., Evening Mass of the Lord’s 
Supper; Reception of the Holy Oils, Liturgy 
of the Word, Washing of Feet, Holy 
Eucharist, Procession to the Altar of Repose 
and Adoration. 
 
Good Friday, April 15th 

Sung Morning Prayer 8:00 a.m. 
3:00 p.m. Liturgy of the Word, Reading of 
the Passion According to John, Veneration 
of the Cross, and Holy Communion. 
 
7:00 p.m.  Liturgy of the Word and 
Veneration of the Cross 
 
The Great Vigil of Easter, Saturday, 
April 16th 
Sung Morning Prayer 8:00 a.m. 
7:30 p.m.; The Great Paschal Vigil  
Lighting of the New Fire, Liturgy of the 
Word, Celebration of the Sacraments of 
Initiation, Renewal of Baptismal Promises, 
Holy Eucharist, reception for the newly-
initiated immediately following in the Parish 
Hall. 
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Easter Day, April 17th 
Holy Eucharist, 8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.; 
Procession, Liturgy of the Word, Renewal of 
Baptismal Promises and Sprinkling Rite. 
Presentation of the Neophytes to the Parish. 
 

 
We invite you to be a part of a great 
tradition here at our parish:  helping to 
provide the potted and cut floral 
arrangements for the environment for Easter 
and its Season, along with the Paschal 
Candle, the Altar Candles, the artwork, the 
panels of fabric to ornament the Icons, and 
any other special elements that the Art & 
Environment Committee might need to 
complete its work.  Donations may be made 
either In Honor Of or In Loving Memory of 
a family member, loved ones, or friends.  
Please place your contribution in one of the 
Easter Flower envelopes found on the 
credenza or in an envelope of your 
choosing; please be sure to indicate on the 
memo line whether your contribution is In 
Honor Of, In Loving Memory Of…or as a 
Gift.  Many thanks for your thoughtfulness 
and generosity in helping us to create an 

environment that will say “Easter” for its 
entire seven-week season. 
 

 
Our candidates for full initiation into the 
Catholic Church will participate in one of 
the two liturgies held at the Cathedral.  In 
our 10:00 a.m. Liturgy this morning, our 
Catechumens will experience the Signing of 
the Book of the Elect and the Rite of 
Sending.  Please continue to hold them in 
thought and prayer as they take this next 
major step in their spiritual journey.  Also, 
please see the poster board with their names 
and photographs in order to identify them 
and perhaps even “adopt” one of them for 
whom you will especially pray. 
 

 
Congratulations to the children in our Faith 
Formation Program who celebrated and 
received their First Reconciliation last 
Friday evening in our church.  Each child 
was presented by their parents to Father 
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Robert and then with him, celebrated the 
goodness, love, mercy, and forgiveness of 
God.  Congratulations to:  Andre 
Contreras, Andrew Fajardo, Emily 
Figueroa, Giovanni Gaytan, Jackie 
Gaytan, Lauren Hudson, Nicholas 
Macha, Amber Ramos, Miguel Sanchez, 
Cera Wright, and Brenda Zamorano. 
 

 
Each year our parish has designated our 
adopted parochial school of St. Peter Martyr 
as the recipient of our Lenten Almsgiving.  
Thank you to all who participated in the 
offering of Ash Wednesday which was the 
first opportunity to share in Lenten 
Almsgiving this year.  Also, thank you to all 
those who contributed to the free-will 
offering following each liturgy last weekend 
for our sisters and brothers in Ukraine to 
help meet their humanitarian needs for food, 
water, clothing, medicine, etc. 

I hope you will continue to put money aside 
to participate in our almsgiving to St. Peter 
Martyr School.  Those funds accumulate 
until Holy Thursday evening when all the 
money put away is brought to the evening 
liturgy and placed in the offering.  Thank 
you for your thoughtfulness, generosity, and 
support for this annual “discipline” of our 
Lenten journey. 

 

All who have participated in the Bishop’s 
Annual Appeal in the past will be receiving 
a letter from the bishop, along with a 
contribution envelope.  Additional 
envelopes will be made available on the 
credenza at the back of the church.  In order 
for our parish to meet our goal of $34,900, I 
am asking for a one-time contribution of 
$100 from each registered household.  I 
realize that not everyone is able to 
contribute in that amount, however, what is 
important is that all of us participate - some 
will be able to contribute more than the 
requested amount and others less, but the 
way we make our goal is when all of us do 
our part.  Please make your check payable to 
Bishop’s Ministries Appeal and place your 
donation envelope in the Sunday Collection.  

Thank you in advance for your generosity to 
the Annual Bishop’s Appeal and the 
ministries it supports.  More information is 
available in the bulletin and on the bulletin 
board in the portico.  The collection for this 
year’s appeal takes place at each liturgy next 
weekend, March 19-20. 
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You are invited to join Father Robert in 
celebrating his 75th Birthday on Saturday, 
30 April 2022, beginning with the Saturday 
Vigil Eucharist at 4:00 p.m. followed by a 
reception in the parish hall.  In lieu of gifts, 
Fr. Robert has asked that if you would like 
to honor him, to make a donation to the 
Expansion Fund to help furnish our new 
kitchen with everything that it needs:  chairs, 
place settings, flatware, pots and pans, 
glassware, etc.  In the Memo Line of your 
check, please be sure to indicate Kitchen 
Furnishing.  We hope you can join us for 
this parish celebration.  If you plan on 
attending, please call the parish office and 
leave your name and the number of family 
members who will be attending.  Thank you! 
 

 
Last weekend at each of our Liturgies, the 
Membership Chair for our YLI, Jeanine 
Ford, invited all women of the parish, 14 
years of age and up, to become a part of this 
wonderful organization.   There is a 
pamphlet describing their organization on 
the credenza at the back of the church.  They 
also invite the women of the parish to a 
Women’s Lenten Retreat, based on the 
Stations of the Cross from the perspective of 
Mary.  A Box Lunch will be available for a 

minimal donation of $5.00.  Please contact 
the parish office for more information and to 
leave your name and phone number if you 
plan on attending the retreat so that an 
accurate number of lunches can be prepared. 
 

 
Each week I have the honor of recognizing 
some of the many volunteers who do so 
much for the parish throughout each week. 
 
Thank you to those who clean the sanctuary 
and the bathrooms in preparation for the 
coming weekend:  Al Cosce, Angela 
Bueno, Carole Miller, Jean Rogers, Reno 
& Thelma Benasfre, Rose Salamanca, and 
Steve Rojek. 
 
To Virginia Noack who vacuums the 
carpets at the entrance to the church each 
day, empties the waste receptacles in the 
restrooms as well as making sure they are 
clean and ready for use. 
 
To Lisa Lombardo who records our 
liturgies and uploads them to our You Tube 
Channel for those who cannot be with us in 
person. 
 
To our Parish Office Volunteers:  Alicia 
Perez, Melodye Costanza, Lorraine 
Lohmeier, and Bev Iacona. 
 
To our Parish Security Team:  Don Benson, 
Steve Rojek, Tony Gumina, Dave 
Simpson, Brian McCoy, Jose Perez, Bill 
Barbanica, and Rick Carraher. 
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To those who help and assist Estrella Rusk, 
Financial Secretary, with accounting, data 
entry, recording, and banking. 
 
To our Liturgical Ministers:  Ushers, 
Greeters, Lectors, Eucharistic Ministers, 
Altar Servers, Sacristans, Altar Guild, 
Adult Acolytes, Art & Environment 
Committee Members, Liturgy Committee 
Members, Cantors, Funeral 
Coordinators, and Dilcia Aparicio who 
launders and irons all the Sacred Linens. 
 
Volunteer Opportunity 
The parish is looking for a volunteer to 
maintain the parish website. This is a great 
opportunity to serve your community by 
supporting one of the parish’s principal 
means of communication. Good 
communication skills, creativity, and 
attention to detail are important. The 
website, which is hosted by eCatholic®, can 
be maintained from home. Contact the 
parish office if interested. 
 

 
Justice Corner by Carolyn Krantz 
Pastoral Associate 
The Epistle for today says that we are 
already citizens of heaven and await for our 
lowly bodies to be transformed into 
heavenly ones, our own “transfiguration.”  
Sounds good if you are in an old achy body 
like mine.  I have a picture on my wall of all 
the friends, “saints,” that have gone before 
me.  One can picture all those who have 
been swept up into that shining cloud with 
Jesus.  We await that time when our bodies 
will be transformed into that heavenly 
existence.  We don't know what they will be 

like, but we know the will be like Him, 
whom we have followed and loved 
throughout our lives. 
 
This transformation was so startling to the 
friends of Jesus, that they barely knew what 
to do.  Peter tried to respond, but “he did not 
know what he was saying.”  Then they were 
frightened by the cloud that “cast a shadow 
on them.”  When the “shadow of death” 
overcomes us, we too, become frightened 
and don't know how to respond.  It is only 
our faith in Jesus that enables us to endure 
this darkness.   
 
In the first reading, Abram was overcome by 
“a deep terrifying darkness.”  But the 
experience of Abram gives us a clue.  
“There appeared a smoking pot and a 
flaming torch.”  The earth is ablaze with the 
fire of love, God's flaming torch that 
transforms everything.  His love penetrates 
the dirt we walk on and the events that claim 
our lives.  The stars remind us that God is 
ever with us in the times of darkness.  If we 
put our faith in the Lord, we know we shall 
be like Him, Christ, our brother who has 
gone before us.  The Father says to us, as He 
did to Jesus, “This is my beloved son or 
daughter!”  There is no need to be afraid if 
we put our faith in Him.  The Lord credits us 
with this act of righteousness. 
 
When I serve the poor, then I am righteous.  
When I care for the sick, then I am 
righteous.  When I perform humble acts of 
love in my family, then I am righteous.  
When I realize that the darkness is only the 
cloud that hides the face of God, then I am 
righteous.   
 
Look up at the stars and see God's Presence 
in this world.  Feel the fire of love that burns 
in your heart, His Spirit guiding us through 
the tough times in our lives.  See the forces 
of growth that are initiating spring and do 
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not be afraid of the darkness, but rejoice in 
His loving Presence.   
 
We may be overcome by COVID deaths, or 
the destruction of war in Ukraine, but the 
goodness and righteousness of people in 
these situations surrounds us.  The 
healthcare workers tenderly caring for the 
sick, those offering to help the refugees, 
those working on climate change, all tell us 
that our loving God is present in today's 
world.  His love blazes through all the 
shadows.  This is what we celebrate this 
Lent 2022.  Yes, there is death and 
destruction, but there is also resurrection and 
renewal of the human spirit.  After the cloud 
comes the Father's voice identifying us as 
His children, renewing our hope for a future 
ablaze with love.  The Gospel says the 
Father calls Jesus His “chosen Son” in Luke 
and His “beloved Son” in Mathew.  Because 
of Him we have become “chosen...beloved.”  
Go to sleep on that tonight! 
 
 

 
After School Support: We need 
compassionate and patient volunteers to 
provide academic support and mentoring for 
the children in our after-school programs. 
Volunteers are asked to commit to one 
afternoon a week for the rest of the school 
year. Adults and high school sophomores 
and above, are highly encouraged to 
volunteer their time. Volunteers must 
complete a vetting process and be fully 
vaccinated and boosted if eligible. If you are 
interested in volunteering in our after-school 
programs, please complete our interest 
form here. 
  
Spring Baskets: As the spring holidays 
rapidly approach, we are excited to 

announce our 6th annual Spring Baskets 
Program. The families are so grateful for the  
support they receive from the community in 
helping to bring stabilization and “normal: 
to their lives. If you or your community are 
interested in providing a spring basket for 
the children in our program, please visit our 
Sign-Up Genius here. If you would like 
more information about this year’s Spring 
 Basket program, please contact Sandibel Arnold 
at sarnold@hopesolutios.org. 
 

 

https://www.hopesolutions.org/volunteer-interest/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C094DAFAA2DA5F94-2022
mailto:sarnold@hopesolutios.org


Second Sunday of Lent

The Glory of God
God of our ancestors,
your glory shines through 

all generations,
and brings forth life.
You offer us salvation in your Son, 

our Lord Jesus;
in you we shall not fear.
Strengthen our resolve to imitate 

your Son,
speak of the power of your love,
and share the good news.
Help us stand firm 
and shine your light and love
to all we encounter.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Sunday, March 13, 2022
Deep and Real Prayer 

Today’s readings: Genesis 15:5–12, 17–18; Psalm 27:1, 7–8, 
8–9, 13–14; Philippians 3:17—4:1; Luke 9:28b–36. In Luke’s 
account of the Transfiguration, we hear these words: “Jesus 
took Peter, John, and James and went up the mountain to pray.” 
The sole focus of the climb of the mountain was prayer.

What a stunning and revelatory moment it was for 
Peter, John, and James to experience Jesus praying deeply, 
changing in appearance, and even his clothes turning daz-
zling white. Seeing Jesus in his fullness, the apostles wit-
nessed their friend’s divinity. They were speechless when 
they heard God say, “This is my chosen Son; listen to him.”

As we begin the second week of Lent, consider how 
Jesus prioritized prayer and the place it holds in your life. 

Do you set aside time for prayer? Do you allow space to be 
silent before God? Examine your schedule to determine a 
time for prayer. 

St. Paul tells us in the second reading that “our citizen-
ship is in heaven.” There, Christ will change our bodies to 
“conform with his glorified body.” But he tells them first that 
they need to imitate the holy life that he has set before them, 
changing their focus from earthly things. Help yourself 
focus this week on heavenly things by praying the psalm 
from today and contemplating the refrain, “The Lord is my 
light and my salvation.” 



© 2022 Liturgy Training Publications. 800-933-1800. Text by Catherine Johnson and Mary Kay Kelley, ssj. 
Illustrated by John McCoy. Scripture quotations are from the New American Bible, revised edition. 
Permission to publish granted by the Archdiocese of Chicago.

This Week at Home
Monday, March 14
Share Mercy
Today’s Gospel calls us to “be merciful.” Merciful actions 
beget mercy. “The measure with which you measure will in 
return be measured out to you,” Jesus tells the disciples. Act 
on one of the seven corporal works of mercy: feed the hun-
gry, give drink to the thirsty, shelter the homeless, visit the 
sick, visit the imprisoned, bury the dead, give alms to the 
poor. Today’s readings: Daniel 9:4b–10; Psalm 79:8, 9, 11; 
Luke 6:36–38.

Tuesday, March 15
Truly Humble
People often tout their accomplishments and their status. 
Jesus’ message today is contrary to such behavior. He tells us 
that the greatest among us must be a servant, and that those 
who are humble will be exalted. Seek to be conscious of 
whether you are boastful. When we act as the person God 
created us to be, there is no need to boast, for each one of us 
is made in God’s image and likeness. Today’s readings: 
Isaiah 1:10, 16–20; Psalm 50:8–9, 16bc–17, 21, and 23; 
Matthew 23:1–12.

Wednesday, March 16
Service
Jeremiah was a young prophet. When first called by God, he 
didn’t want the job. He knew it would be tough to challenge 
people who were not following God’s ways. Christians today 
can be wary of taking on their call as disciples. Jesus asks us 
to serve without seeking favor. For many of us such service 
is difficult. How will you follow Jesus today by serving oth-
ers? Today’s readings: Jeremiah 18:18–20; Psalm 31:5–6, 
14, 15–16; Matthew 20:17–28.

Thursday, March 17
Priorities
Lying at the rich man’s door, Lazarus would have liked to 
receive any bit of food. The rich man did not heed the poor 
any more than he was attentive to Moses and the prophets. 
Many things vie for our attention. Where do you put your 
focus: on Christian teachings and Scripture or on more 
earthly things? Make a list today of your top ten priorities. 
Where does God fall on the list? Today’s readings: Jeremiah 
17:5–10; Psalm 1:1–2, 3, 4, and 6; Luke 16:19–31.

Friday, March 18
Faith during Adversity
Jealousy, hatred, vengeful feelings are strong human emo-
tions that can be at the root of poor choices. Cyril of 
Jerusalem, whose feast day is today, was treated unjustly by 
his contemporaries but remained faithful. He was the bishop 
of Jerusalem and later named a doctor of the church. He is 
known for his homilies that prepared catechumens for initia-
tion into the Church. Today’s readings: Genesis 37:3–4, 
12–13a, 17b–28a; Psalm 105:16–17, 18–19, 20–21; Matthew 
21:33–43, 45–46.

Saturday, March 19
St. Joseph, Spouse of Mary
As we celebrate the Solemnity of St. Joseph, Spouse of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, we hear in the Gospel that Joseph is “a 
righteous man” unwilling to expose Mary to shame. When 
an angel visited Joseph in a dream, he showed great trust and 
confidence in God’s plan for him and Mary. Joseph is the 
patron of the universal Church. Pray through the intercession 
of St. Joseph today, mindful of his example of faith. Today’s 
readings: 2 Samuel 7:4–5a, 12–14a, 16; Psalm 89:2–3, 
4–5, 27, and 29; Romans 4:13, 16–18, 22; Matthew 1:16, 
18–21, 24a.











Expansion Update 
 March 11, 2022 

A crew of seven, including Rich Confetti and Don Benson, descended on the hall on Thursday 
and installed new carpet in the renovated parish hall. The baseboards were scheduled to be 
installed on Friday with the new flooring in the storerooms scheduled for installation this coming 
week. A major gift from Hoem & Associates in South San Francisco made the new flooring 
possible. 

We are still awaiting word from our contractor regarding the final inspections by the fire district 
and the City of Antioch. 



 



 

 Through the Eyes of Mary  
A RetReAt on the StAtionS of the CRoSS  
Sponsored by YLI #101 for the women of St. Ignatius of Antioch and Most Holy Rosary 
Churches  
SAtuRdAy, MARCh 26, 2022  
10:00AM – 1:00pM  
St. ignAtiuS of AntioCh ChuRCh  
Mary, mother of God, held a unique role in the earthly life of Jesus, her son. She carried Him in her 
womb, shared the joys of his boyhood, and helped him grow into adulthood. She taught him the roots 
of our faith and the rich Jewish traditions of their time. She helped him step into his public ministry at 
the wedding feast at Cana. But it wasn’t all joy for Mary, who had “a sword pierce through her soul” 
as she stood by during his final moments. What can we learn from Mary as we navigate the troubles of 
our own lives as women, mothers, caretakers? Join us at this mini retreat to discover how to walk the 
Stations of the Cross through the eyes of Mary and let her wisdom guide you in your own journey 
with Jesus.  
Cost is $5 per woman. Light lunch is included. Deadline to RSVP is March 23, 2022. Your 
payment is your reservation. Make checks payable to YLI #101 and mail them to Gwenn Ehrlich at 
1945 Teresa Lane, Oakley, CA 94561. Please include your name, phone, and email address with 
your reservation. For questions, contact Gwenn at 925625.2010. 
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