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Parish Newsletter 
For 
20 March 2022 
 

 
THE THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT 
 
From Father Robert – Reflecting on the 
Gospel 
In today’s gospel, the crowd reminds Jesus 
about the tragedy of what happened to a 
group of Galileans who had been standing at 
the altar worshiping God when they 
themselves became sacrificial offerings at 
the hands of Pilate’s henchmen.  Although 
not historically recorded outside the gospel, 
this incident would have been as politically 
explosive as those tragedies that are still too 
familiar in volatile and unreconciled parts of 
our world and in acts of indiscriminate 
terrorism.  Jesus recognizes the unspoken 
but implied question:  Big sinners, big 
suffering? And answers with an explicit No.  
He Himself raises the issue of eighteen 
people who were killed when the tower of 
Siloam accidentally collapsed on them.  
Neither of these incidents, says Jesus, is 
about God’s punishment of the victims’ 
sinfulness, although human nature is 
sometimes and mistakenly quick to make 
such a judgment.  They show, rather, the 
fragility of our lives and the suddenness 
with which death can overwhelm us.  We 
can be tempted to query, privately or 
publicly, the truth of our response to 

Psalm 103, “The Lord is kind and merciful,” 
but the laws of nature are not to be equated 
with the laws of morality. 
 
Jesus uses these events to make one point:  
what happened was sudden, with no time to 
avoid the catastrophes.  But there is much 
greater catastrophe on which the people 
need to focus:  their unpreparedness for the 
merciful yet just judgment of God.  So Jesus 
tells a parable about an unproductive fruit 
tree.  A healthy fruit tree is interdependent, 
not self-sufficient; it takes nourishment from 
the soil in which it is planted and is further 
nourished by the work of the gardener who 
fertilizes it.  In turn, the tree gives back fruit. 
 
In the judgment of the orchard owner, time 
has run out for the tree that had not borne 
fruit for three years, and it deserves to be cut 
down.  It is all “take” from the soil that must 
also nourish the other trees, and no “give.”  
But the gardener begs his master to be 
patient and allow him another year of extra 
effort, of digging around and fertilizing the 
tree to see if it will bear some fruit.  If it still 
does not, then it can be cut down.  By 
choosing this reading for Lent, the church 
suggests that the loving patience of our God 
is giving us another chance to do some 
seasonal gardening on ourselves:  to loosen 
the soil around our personal and communal 
earthbound roots with the tools of prayer, 
fasting, and almsgiving; to fertilize our lives 
with the rich Lenten liturgy of Word and 
Sacrament; and to strengthen, not weaken, 
one another by mutual care and kindness. 
 
The tree is a fig, a sturdy tree.  Unlike some 
of our indoor plants, fig trees do not droop 
and die overnight.  It takes a long drought, 
continuous and insidious gnawing at the 
roots, or protracted neglect to make a fig 
tree barren.  And, what about us?  What has 
gradually dried up and withered our 
Christian lives?  Are there small infidelities 
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gnawing away at the roots of our baptismal 
commitment?  Are we failing to cultivate or 
prune our discipleship so that the sap of the 
Christ-life may continue to rise within us?  
Like the Galileans and the victims of the 
Siloam collapse, we can never be sure how 
many “next years” lie ahead of us.  “Today,” 
this Lent, is the important time of 
conversion. 
 

 

Do you get frustrated when you do all you 
can to live a holy life, and bad things still 
happen?  Has there been a particularly 
frustrating situation recently?  How do you 
deal with earthly suffering? 
 
Do you have any experience watching a 
fruitless fig tree finally begin to bloom?  Did 
you give up on it, or fight to keep it planted? 
 
Has God ever broken into your life in a 
radical scene, like Moses encountering the 
burning bush? 
 
Is there anyone in your life who lives as an 
example to you of how to grow in holiness?  
How did you encounter this person’s story?  
How does looking at the story of someone 
else’s faith influence your own growth? 

 

Lenten Fasting and Abstinence  
Ash Wednesday and Good Friday are 
obligatory days of universal fast and 
abstinence. Fasting is obligatory for all who 
have completed their 18th year until the 
beginning of their 60th year. Fasting allows 
a person to eat one full meal. Two smaller 
meals may be taken, not to equal one full 
meal. Abstinence (from meat) is obligatory 
for all who have completed their 14th year 
of age. If possible, the fast on Good Friday 
is continued until the Easter Vigil (on Holy 
Saturday night) as the “paschal fast” to 
honor the suffering and death of the Lord 
Jesus and to prepare to share more fully and 
celebrate more readily his Resurrection. 
Fridays in Lent are obligatory days of 
abstinence (from meat) for all who have 
completed their 14th year. As always, 
anyone for whom fasting or abstinence 
would pose a health risk is excused. 
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Lenten Series 
Adult Faith Formation 

With Father Tom Bonacci, C.P. 
 

EXPLORING THE MIND OF CHRIST 
ENCOUNTERING THE HEART OF 

JESUS 
 

Reflections inspired by the Gospel of St. 
Luke 

 

Six Tuesday Evenings 
7:00 pm – 8:00 pm 

ZOOM only 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81336654969?p
wd=ZnZsWDQwNGVNUnhPQXIyb0Vw
SVpJZz09 
Meeting ID: 813 3665 4969 
Passcode: 602518 

 
Lent is a time to spring back to life.  With 
St. Luke as our guide, we will follow in the 
footsteps of Jesus.  As we follow after him 
from Galilee to the Cross, we will rediscover 
the heart of Jesus which, as the Liturgy 
proclaims, “continues to beat with love for 
us.”  May his love for us be our love one for 
another.    

 
March 22, 2022 

Blessed are you who are Poor 
Luke 6: 20-23 

 

March 29, 2022 
The Heart of Jesus was Broken 

Luke 7: 11-17 
 

April 5, 2022 
This Day in Paradise 

Luke 23: 39-43  
 

 
The Scrutinies During Lent 
Our parish is blessed this year with four 
candidates for the Sacraments of Initiation at 
The Great Vigil of Easter.  For the past 
weeks and months, we have been praying 
for Julia, Brice, Michael, and Joseph.  On 
the Third, Fourth, and Fifth Sundays of 
Lent, March 20, 27, and April 3 respectively 
during the 10:00 a.m. Eucharist, they will 
experience the Scrutinies following the 
homily on each of those Sundays.  These are 
moments of prayer and the Laying On Of 
Hands to help them to prepare for Initiation 
through Baptism, Confirmation, and First 
Eucharist.  Please keep them in thought and 
prayer especially all through Lent as they 
enter into this time of intense spiritual 
preparation. 
 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81336654969?pwd=ZnZsWDQwNGVNUnhPQXIyb0VwSVpJZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81336654969?pwd=ZnZsWDQwNGVNUnhPQXIyb0VwSVpJZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81336654969?pwd=ZnZsWDQwNGVNUnhPQXIyb0VwSVpJZz09
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Our Communal Penance Service of 
Reconciliation will be celebrated on 
Wednesday, 30 March 2022, at 7:00 p.m. in 
the sanctuary.  The Sacrament of 
Reconciliation will also be celebrated each 
Saturday of Lent from 2:30 – 3:30 p.m. in 
the sanctuary until the renovation of the 
parish hall is completed and the 
Reconciliation Chapel is once again 
available. 
 

 
Palm Sunday, April 9th and 10th 
Saturday Vigil Eucharist, April 9th, 
4:00 p.m.; The Blessing and Distribution of 
Palms; Procession, Reading of the Passion 
According to Luke, Holy Eucharist 
 
Sunday, April 10th, 8:00 and 10:30 a.m., 
Holy Eucharist; The Blessing and 
Distribution of Palms; Procession, Reading 
of the Passion According to Luke; Holy 
Eucharist 
 

 
Holy Thursday, April 14th 

Sung Morning Prayer 8:00 a.m. 
7:30 p.m., Evening Mass of the Lord’s 
Supper; Reception of the Holy Oils, Liturgy 
of the Word, Washing of Feet, Holy 
Eucharist, Procession to the Altar of Repose 
and Adoration. 
 

 

Good Friday, April 15th 

Sung Morning Prayer 8:00 a.m. 
3:00 p.m. Liturgy of the Word, Reading of 
the Passion According to John, Veneration 
of the Cross, and Holy Communion. 
7:00 p.m.  Liturgy of the Word and 
Veneration of the Cross 
 
The Great Vigil of Easter, Saturday, 
April 16th 
Sung Morning Prayer 8:00 a.m. 
7:30 p.m.; The Great Paschal Vigil  
Lighting of the New Fire, Liturgy of the 
Word, Celebration of the Sacraments of 
Initiation, Renewal of Baptismal Promises, 
Holy Eucharist, reception for the newly-
initiated immediately following in the Parish 
Hall. 
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Easter Day, April 17th 
Holy Eucharist, 8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.; 
Procession, Liturgy of the Word, Renewal of 
Baptismal Promises and Sprinkling Rite. 
Presentation of the Neophytes to the Parish. 
 

 
We invite you to be a part of a great 
tradition here at our parish:  helping to 
provide the potted and cut floral 
arrangements for the environment for Easter 
and its Season, along with the Paschal 
Candle, the Altar Candles, the artwork, the 
panels of fabric to ornament the Icons, and 
any other special elements that the Art & 
Environment Committee might need to 
complete its work.  Donations may be made 
either In Honor Of or In Loving Memory of 
a family member, loved ones, or friends.  
 
Please place your contribution in one of the 
Easter Flower envelopes found on the 
credenza or in an envelope of your 
choosing; please be sure to indicate on the 
memo line whether your contribution is In 
Honor Of, In Loving Memory Of…or as a 

Gift.  Many thanks for your thoughtfulness 
and generosity in helping us to create an 
environment that will say “Easter” for its 
entire seven-week season. 
 

 
Adult Confirmation Classes Begin Soon 

Start Your Registration Now 
Everyone needing to receive the sacrament 
of Confirmation for full initiation into the 
Church, to be a godparent, to be considered 
for the Diaconate, and to receive the gifts of 
the Holy Spirit should start their registration 
process now. 
 
Classes will begin Wednesday, May 4th at 
7:30 pm – 9:00 pm at the church. Classes 
will continue on Wednesdays the 11th, 18th, 
and 25th. Confirmation will be at the 
Cathedral in Oakland on Saturday June 4th. 
Your Baptism certificate and registration 
form must be received by the Diocese by 
April 5th. To receive a registration form, 
contact Peter Degl'Innocenti, Confirmation 
Coordinator, at 1(925) 756-6172.  
 
Don’t delay, start now.  
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Today is our Diocesan Annual Bishop’s 
Ministries Appeal weekend.  For the last 
several weeks, we have been preparing for 
this opportunity to respond to the needs of 
various programs, ministries, and outreaches 
of our diocese.  Each parish is given a 
financial goal, based on their weekly 
offering, to support the Appeal.  Our goal 
this year is once again $34,900.00.  In order 
to reach our goal, I have requested a 
contribution in the amount of $100 per 
family.  I realize that some of our members 
will contribute more, some will contribute 
less, but what is important is that we all 
participate in this effort and with all of us 
participating, there is no question we will 
reach our goal.  Please write your check to 
“Bishop’s Ministries Appeal” and place it in 
the envelope provided; in the memo line, 
please write “Bishop’s Ministries Appeal” 
and do not seal the envelope.  We will count 
the contributions in order to give you a 
weekly update on our progress in meeting 
our goal.  I thank you for your support and 
generosity once again in responding to this 
annual Diocesan Appeal. 
 

 
Each year our parish has designated our 
adopted parochial school of St. Peter Martyr 
as the recipient of our Lenten Almsgiving.  
Thank you to all who participated in the 
offering of Ash Wednesday which was the 
first opportunity to share in Lenten 
Almsgiving this year.  Also, thank you to all 
those who contributed to the free-will 
offering following each liturgy last weekend 
for our sisters and brothers in Ukraine to 
help meet their humanitarian needs for food, 
water, clothing, medicine, etc. 
 
I hope you will continue to put money aside 
to participate in our almsgiving to St. Peter 
Martyr School.  Those funds accumulate 
until Holy Thursday evening when all the 
money put away is brought to the evening 
liturgy and placed in the offering.  Thank 
you for your thoughtfulness, generosity, and 
support for this annual “discipline” of our 
Lenten journey. 
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You are invited to join Father Robert in 
celebrating his 75th Birthday on Saturday, 
30 April 2022, beginning with the Saturday 
Vigil Eucharist at 4:00 p.m. followed by a 
reception in the parish hall, and Sunday 
morning after the 8:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. 
liturgies as well.  In lieu of gifts, Fr. Robert 
has asked that if you would like to honor 
him, to make a donation to the Expansion 
Fund to help furnish our new kitchen with 
everything that it needs:  chairs, place 
settings, flatware, pots and pans, glassware, 
etc.  In the Memo Line of your check, please 
be sure to indicate Kitchen Furnishing.  We 
hope you can join us for this parish 
celebration.  If you plan on attending, 
please call the parish office and leave 
your name and the number of family 
members who will be attending.  Thank 
you! 
 

 

Each week I have the honor of recognizing 
some of the many volunteers who do so 
much for the parish throughout each week. 

Thank you to those who clean the sanctuary 
and the bathrooms in preparation for the 
coming weekend:  Jean Rogers, Carole 
Miller, Jun Bajet, Reno & Thelma 
Benasfre, Angela Bueno, Rose Salamanca, 
Mency Osborne, and Steve Rojek. 
 
To Virginia Noack who vacuums the 
carpets at the entrance to the church each 
day, empties the waste receptacles in the 
restrooms as well as making sure they are 
clean and ready for use. 
 
To Lisa Lombardo who records our 
liturgies and uploads them to our YouTube 
Channel for those who cannot be with us in 
person. 
 
To our Parish Office Volunteers:  Alicia 
Perez, Melodye Costanza, Lorraine 
Lohmeier, and Bev Iacona. 
 
To our Parish Security Team:  Don Benson, 
Steve Rojek, Tony Gumina, Dave 
Simpson, Brian McCoy, Jose Perez, Bill 
Barbanica, and Rick Carraher. 
 
To those who help and assist Estrella Rusk, 
Financial Secretary, with accounting, data 
entry, recording, and banking. 
 
To our Liturgical Ministers:  Ushers, 
Greeters, Lectors, Eucharistic Ministers, 
Altar Servers, Sacristans, Altar Guild, 
Adult Acolytes, Art & Environment 
Committee Members, Liturgy Committee 
Members, Cantors, Funeral 
Coordinators, and Dilcia Aparicio who 
launders and irons all the Sacred Linens. 
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St. Joseph's Dinner and Raffle 
Those of you who receive Flocknote already 
know that our Annual St. Joseph’s Dinner 
scheduled for next Saturday had to be 
canceled. We still do not have the dates for 
the required final inspections and until these 
are done, we cannot use the kitchen. 
 
Our wonderful Social Events Committee 
will instead host a Sneak-a-Peek preview of 
our expanded parish hall and new kitchen. 
After the liturgies next weekend, we invite 
everyone to come to the parish hall and 
enjoy some light refreshments and 
fellowship as you view the new 
construction. 
 
The Committee is still conducting the 
St. Joseph’s raffle and silent auction to 
benefit the furnishing of the new hall. 
Tickets are on sale in the Gathering Plaza 
and winners will be announced after the 
10:00 am liturgy next Sunday.  
 

 

California Food Handler Cards 
As reported in the Parish Newsletter, our 
new kitchen has been certified by the Contra 
Costa Health Department and now has a 
permit to operate as a production kitchen. As 

we move closer to being able to use our new 
facility, we want to remind everyone that a 
California Food Handler Card will be 
required for anyone who works in our 
kitchen, including food servers. This will 
ensure that everyone working at our events 
has a basic knowledge of food safety and 
sanitation. 
 
Food Handler Cards can be obtained by 
taking an online food safety course. Courses 
are offered by a number of certified 
organizations and with prices ranging from 
$7 - $15. Links for several certified 
organizations are posted on the parish 
website (note: you are not limited to the 
organizations listed - you may choose other 
organizations from which to obtain your 
card as long as they are certified). 
 
Once you obtain your Food Handler Card, 
please provide a copy to the parish office. 
Per health department rules, these copies 
will be kept onsite in our kitchen. 
 

 
Volunteer Opportunity 
The parish is looking for a volunteer to 
maintain the parish website. This is a great 
opportunity to serve your community by 
supporting one of the parish’s principal 
means of communication. Good 
communication skills, creativity, and 
attention to detail are important. The 
website, which is hosted by eCatholic®, can 
be maintained from home. Contact the 
parish office if interested. 
 



Today’s readings: Exodus 3:1–8a, 13–15; Psalm 103:1–2, 
3–4, 6–7, 7–8, 11; 1 Corinthians 10:1–6, 10–12; Luke 13:1–9. 
Jesus often taught through parables, stories that illustrate 
truths and moral principles through everyday encounters, 
situations, and activities. 

Today, the parable comes from the world of agricul-
ture. A fig tree has not borne any fruit for several years. The 
owner wants to cut it down, but the gardener wants to give it 
another chance, providing especially good care to it for 
another year. If after receiving increased attention the tree 
does not bear fruit, it will be cut down. Just as the gardener 
is willing to spend more time cultivating the fig tree, God 

will offer us many chances to change our lives. It is up to us 
to allow God’s love to nourish us so that we can bear good 
fruit. Where do you need to be open to God’s intervention in 
your life? Will you seek God to change your heart to mend 
a relationship or to help another person in need? 

God graciously welcomes us when we repent and 
desire to be more of who we are called to be. Allowing Jesus 
to cultivate the soil of our hearts brings growth. As we give 
our hearts to the Lord, our compassion, generosity, and 
humility will increase. With changed hearts, we gain more 
clarity about the meaning and purpose of our lives, and will 
spread God’s love to others. 

Sunday, March 20, 2022
Another Chance

Make Us Whole 

Third Sunday of Lent

God of our longing,
your love surpasses all understanding.
Humbly repentant,
we ask for your mercy in our  

Lenten journey.
Though we have failed to love others,
and you above all,

we pray for a new heart.
Though we have fallen,
feel broken and lonely,
you call us to return to you,
and we desire to be made whole.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.



© 2022 Liturgy Training Publications. 800-933-1800. Text by Catherine Johnson and Mary Kay Kelley, ssj. 
Illustrated by John McCoy. Scripture quotations are from the New American Bible, revised edition. 
Permission to publish granted by the Archdiocese of Chicago.

This Week at Home
Monday, March 21
Attending to the Ordinary
The Gospel today notes how those with no status, such as an 
unknown widow, a leper, and a man from Nazareth, were 
overlooked. No one saw their greatness. The living God 
works in and through every part of creation, most notably 
through human beings. Pay attention to all the ways that God 
presents himself to you in ordinary ways—the sunrise, a 
budding plant, the person behind the counter when you get 
lunch, the laugh of a family member. Today’s readings: 
2 Kings 5:1–15ab; Psalm 42:2, 3; 43:3, 4; Luke 4:24–30.

Tuesday, March 22
How Many Times?
How many times should we forgive? Jesus says seventy-seven 
times. Furthermore, he doesn’t mean an exact count either! If 
we are to expect God to forgive us, we must be willing to 
forgive others. Set aside time today for journaling, reflecting 
upon, and writing about any grudges you are holding or past 
grievances you have not released. Forgive in your heart, and 
vow to keep the grievance in the past. Today’s readings: 
Daniel 3:25, 34–43; Psalm 25:4–5ab, 6 and 7bc, 8 and 9; 
Matthew 18:21–35.

Wednesday, March 23
The Greatest
Greatness often is associated with accomplishments, athleti-
cism, or scholarship. Jesus presents another vision in the 
Gospel. He tells us that to be the greatest in the kingdom, 
we need only to follow God’s commandments and teach 
others to do the same. The best way to teach is by example. 
Be mindful that your actions and words show love for God 
and your neighbor. Today’s readings: Deuteronomy 4:1, 5–9; 
Psalm 147:12–13, 15–16, 19–20; Matthew 5:17–19.

Thursday, March 24
Listen, and Listen Again
Jesus strongly tells us that a kingdom divided against itself 
cannot survive. If hearts are hardened against God’s Word, 
we cannot be unified—as a community, a country, or a 
Church. Pray for unity today, that we will listen to the voice 
of God and open our hearts to God and one another. Today’s 
readings: Jeremiah 7:23–28; Psalm 95:1–2; 6–7; 8–9; Luke 
11:14–23.

Friday, March 25
Annunciation of the Lord
Today we hear the story of Mary’s encounter with the angel 
Gabriel, when Mary said yes to God’s will. Mary’s courage, 
faithfulness, and humility are examples for all seeking to live 
as disciples. The annunciation is the first of the joyful mys-
teries. (The other mysteries are the visitation, the nativity, 
the presentation in the temple, and the finding in the temple.) 
Pray the Rosary, reflecting on each joyful mystery. Today’s 
readings: Isaiah 7:10–14; 8:10; Psalm 40:7–8a, 8b–9, 10, 11; 
Hebrews 10:4–10; Luke 1:26–38.

Saturday, March 26 
Steadfast Love
The Pharisee was sure of his worthiness, while the tax col-
lector was just as sure of his sinfulness. Though the Pharisee 
fasted, paid tithes, and kept the law, it was the tax collector 
who went home justified. Our God of steadfast love and 
mercy welcomes back sinners who seek forgiveness. Do not 
be afraid to acknowledge your sins and receive God s̓ mercy 
and forgiveness through the sacrament of reconciliation. 
Check neighboring parishes and your own for schedules for 
confession. God will heal and bind up the wounds of contrite 
sinners. Today’s readings: Hosea 6:1–6; Psalm 51:3–4, 
18–19, 20–21ab; Luke 18:9–14.



DIOCESAN MAP SURVEY – REPORT TO THE ST. IGNATIUS OF ANTIOCH PARISH COMMUNITY 

 The response of the St. Ignatius of Antioch parish community to the Diocesan MAP Survey, 
administered in October and November of 2021, was phenomenal.  At our parish, 298 surveys were 
completed; 75% were completed online and 25% were completed on paper.  That represents 60% of 
our parish community!  For the Diocese of Oakland as a whole, 20,333 parishioners participated, which 
represents 25% of current diocese mass attendees.  A 10% participation rate represents a statistically 
valid survey, which we greatly surpassed at both the diocesan and parish levels.  Thank you for your 
participation! 

 The results of the survey were sent to participating parishes in the first week of February.  
Members of the leadership of the parish – the Pastoral Council, the Finance Council, the Pastoral Staff, 
and members of various parish ministries – met with Fr. Robert on February 16 to review the data 
results from the survey and to discern what the strengths and areas of opportunity were for our parish 
community.  A report was sent to the Diocese of Oakland with a summary of that discussion and our 
parish’s survey results.  Here is a summary of that report: 

Strengths: 

• The members of the parish strongly agree, in overwhelming numbers, that they would 
recommend the parish and the pastor to others.  This was, in the opinion of leadership, the 
most important signifier that the parish is successfully living its mission statement:  “United in 
Faith, Ignited by the Spirit, We Reflect the Light of the Living Christ.” 

• The quality and positive nature of the Sunday Mass experience for parishioners, from the 
moment they approach the church to their departure.  Parishioners strongly agreed that Mass 
is their major source of growth due to the following reasons: 

o Being greeted by name prior to entering the church by the pastor 
o The warm and welcoming parish community 
o The vibrant and engaging liturgy, including the church environment, the music worship, 

the preaching of the presider, and the involvement of the assembly in the responses 
and the singing. 

o The engagement of the laity in the liturgical ministries (acolyte, lector, minister of 
communion, choir, usher, gift bearer, etc.) 

• The availability and ease of access to information about parish activities, and the transparency 
regarding parish finances.  Specific areas are: 

o The use of the FlockNotes online communication tool 
o The updated parish website 
o The weekly Parish Newsletter with a wide variety of articles 
o The Annual Financial Report, with both online and paper copies available for all 

parishioners 
o The parish bulletin 
o The presider’s announcements at Mass 
o Daily Spiritual Reflection sent via email 

 



• The strong belief by the overwhelming majority of parishioners in core Catholic teachings  
o Scripture is the Word of God, and the emphasis on Scripture in the Mass, the homilies, 

and the life of the parish community 
o The death and resurrection of Jesus 
o The Eucharist is the body and blood of Christ 
o Jesus’ moral teachings 

• The overwhelming weekly attendance at Mass on a regular basis 
• The engagement of the vast majority of parishioners in individual, personal prayer 
• The church community’s commitment to helping those in need through a variety of social 

justice and service outreach programs and activities, and the participation of parishioners in 
those programs 

• The emphasis on recognizing and celebrating our multicultural diversity 

Areas of Opportunity – Parishioners indicated by their responses that they saw a need for the 
following: 

• Developing confidence in telling their faith story and sharing Church teachings 
• An increase in personal spiritual growth 

o Attendance on retreats 
o Use of pastoral counseling 
o Providing more adult faith formation programs, Bible study programs, and faith sharing 

groups 

In the discussion among parish leadership, the following areas of opportunity were also agreed upon: 

• Addressing the issue of homelessness in our community and how best we can serve those in 
need of shelter and food 

• Increasing our ecumenical outreach to other Christian faith tradition communities and non-
Christian faith tradition communities, especially in engaging in social justice and service 
outreach programs together 

• Programs to develop lay leaders as pastoral associates and parish administrators  

Thank you again for your support of the Diocesan MAP Survey process.  The parish will continue to 
build upon its strengths and address those areas of opportunity listed above, and in doing so will 
ask for your input, support, and involvement and continue to keep you informed.  God bless you! 

Respectfully submitted, 

Susannah Nelson 

Member of the Pastoral Council and Facilitator of the Diocesan MAP Survey 

 



  
 

  

 

 

 

 

  

ICARE 

CALL TO SERVE! 
March 15, 2022 

 

 

 

  

Volunteer with your Interfaith brothers and sisters 
to help those in need! 

For details and to sign up for current and future projects, 
please go to our Sign Up Genius Site. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409084ea5ab28abff2-icare 
 

 

 

  

Upcoming Service Projects 
 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001_hlPH2af9-FoPh3rhmNVGSqYjMp6iSeE8V-8oqW8dpIbY91X4eYKxgGehWPOVd3nn2cZoARPFmjEnCcjH_TYMT5sKZUF3Xf6lp7l-dSvWPBsKyD-uKpZjU2zXXX6TEvMZgM7CY8UPEkdOsnJ-H7B9Oh3gtnVVtpVEWUZKFeIKcKKa8izW4HXTA==&c=nWJKXY1Bbq_xQK6RfmYYmuOfx6m954WIBCyEqMSD37Nn3XdFhWaTpw==&ch=cwvG9whuRlPqt8pSa_3RsMwT84ktfP-6QZi871qPDgpJaH9l0c0ZTQ==


 

 

Need Donations 
 

Trinity Center Breakfast Bags 
Assembly - March 20   

 

We are delighted that four faith communities are teaming together to 
purchase and assemble over 500 breakfast bags to benefit the clients 
of Trinity Center. These breakfast bags will be distributed in coming 
weeks to our neighbors who are financially stretched or who are without 
a home. Contents of the bag include oatmeal, fruit, granola bar, and a 
handwritten note of encouragement.  
 
The generous faith communities sponsoring this project are: 
●      Tri-Valley Hindu Community 
●      Temple Isaiah 
●      Peace Lutheran 
●      Bahai’s of Contra Costa County Central 
 
These communities welcome donations and individual volunteers 
although space is limited.  
 
Here is a link to the Signup Genius: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409084ea5ab28abff2-trinity3 
 

Trinity Center's mission is to be the doorway to opportunity for 
homeless and working poor people. They give care and hope to each 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001_hlPH2af9-FoPh3rhmNVGSqYjMp6iSeE8V-8oqW8dpIbY91X4eYKxm_EC2vuW3nxcqhPiECiCZDei5x1iJCR4fyaOxEMrO9t1PAXVOmJLVtie-tiUnS_Yx4QoEZZETP9qXEyegvG5uSjRyTM0vGEtGvqaqtu8IpmM8sbk626yTRuy4I0-M2ZsMs0gUOOo_Ke&c=nWJKXY1Bbq_xQK6RfmYYmuOfx6m954WIBCyEqMSD37Nn3XdFhWaTpw==&ch=cwvG9whuRlPqt8pSa_3RsMwT84ktfP-6QZi871qPDgpJaH9l0c0ZTQ==


person through supported access to services and resources, including 
food.   

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Need Congregational Co-Sponsors 
 

Honoring Moms Project - 

Last week of April 

(exact date to be determined by co-sponsors) 
 

Participating faith communities will partner to provide Monument Crisis 
Center with hygiene kits for at-risk women and their families. There will 
also be a diaper drive that another congregation can focus on, if they 
wish. 
 
These kits will provide basic personal care products and we hope words 
of encouragement and special touches like tea bags. Items include: full 
size shampoo/conditioner, soap, toothbrush, toothpaste, mouthwash, 
body lotion, deodorant, and razors, along with two pairs of socks in a 
reusable bag. We also need diapers (size 5 and 6) and wipes.  
 



We had a great experience with this project last year and can offer 
much guidance. We are looking for two or more congregations to 
sponsor this project.  
 
We are extremely grateful to the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints for once again subsidizing the costs of these kits. Their 
generosity will make this project more affordable for congregational 
cosponsors who sign up for this project and allow us to create more 
kits. Please sign up your congregation and we will work with you to 
create funding that will work with your congregation's budget and 
financial abilities. 
 
Link to Signup 
Genius: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409084ea5ab28abff2-icare 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Need Congregational Co-Sponsors 
 

Prepare and Serve Meals - 

Sometime during first two weeks of May 
 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001_hlPH2af9-FoPh3rhmNVGSqYjMp6iSeE8V-8oqW8dpIbY91X4eYKxhm1xEi4zmKGMSsUjArZzBvFGGsst2W8HyR_3JgVsFWUnVml--bcCdcwuKUCbjOTphvERK3NhxJJrVndl60mXmQJtFQ0kzwrByQGtpEdXLFNb7EF8g4tjNMcV3OZ0FDg30tJ636PNb9l&c=nWJKXY1Bbq_xQK6RfmYYmuOfx6m954WIBCyEqMSD37Nn3XdFhWaTpw==&ch=cwvG9whuRlPqt8pSa_3RsMwT84ktfP-6QZi871qPDgpJaH9l0c0ZTQ==


Participating faith communities will partner to purchase food and 
prepare and serve breakfast and/or dinner to approximately 30 Trinity 
Center members. You will prepare the food in Trinity Center’s 
commercial kitchen in Walnut Creek, with support from a licensed staff 
member and directly serve it to members. 
 
This is a wonderful opportunity to share recipes, cook with your 
Interfaith friends and show off your cooking skills to your Interfaith 
partners and to Trinity Center Members! 
 
We are looking for two or more congregations to sponsor this project.  
 
Link to Signup 
Genius: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409084ea5ab28abff2-icare 
 

Trinity Center's mission is to be the doorway to opportunity for 
homeless and working poor people. They give care and hope to each 
person through supported access to services and resources, including 

food. 
 

 

 

  

Future Projects 

We are always adding new projects. 
Check our Sign-Up Genius link regularly  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409084ea5ab28abff2-icare  
to see what projects have come online.  

 
We welcome your suggestions for future service projects. Contact Dave 

Longhurst davelonghurst@msn.com or Terri Moss 
terrimoss55@gmail.com with your suggestions. 
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Thank You ICARE Volunteers!  

Hygiene Kit Assembly - March 12 
 
The Seventh Day Adventist - Concord and The Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Saints - Walnut Creek assembled 750 hygiene kits to 
benefit Monument Crisis Center and Contra Costa County Health, 
Housing and Human Services. Contents included shampoo/conditioner, 
toothbrush/toothpaste, razor/shaving creme, deodorant, hand soap, 
socks, and a personal note of encouragement. 
 
This project was split into two assembly events. Here was the first event 
showing the fun, meaningful, and productive way people of different 
faiths come together to serve those in need. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O3d0AKDM-qU&t=7s 
 

Many thanks for the generous contributions of these 
faith communities! 

 

 

 

  

ICARE is a program of the Interfaith Council of Contra 
Costa County (I4C) that creates opportunities for people 
of diverse religions, spiritual expressions and indigenous 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001_hlPH2af9-FoPh3rhmNVGSqYjMp6iSeE8V-8oqW8dpIbY91X4eYKxjRaMHtDIRg9LNnctv8Xov6YVrla7nEzDwgJhuxLQClLUBBj2VTucvUd1-cpR896bI82sEvfyIa7Qg8GYxUfcThZqwM6XOaUJ8ihVnpDlEKY3bfSFvRgsbGVHf4e4OrpBSMiApEAxw7y&c=nWJKXY1Bbq_xQK6RfmYYmuOfx6m954WIBCyEqMSD37Nn3XdFhWaTpw==&ch=cwvG9whuRlPqt8pSa_3RsMwT84ktfP-6QZi871qPDgpJaH9l0c0ZTQ==


traditions to work together to improve the lives of 
people in our county who are in need. By linking 
volunteers with projects across the county, we work 
together to provide resources such as food, shelter, 
supplies and other forms of support for people in our 
community. We do this by partnering with 
selected, local nonprofit organizations.  
 
The Interfaith Council of Contra Costa County relies 
on donations to run these programs. If you wish to 
donate to the next Interfaith Council for future projects, 
please donate here. Donate to ICCCC   

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409084ea5ab28ab
ff2-icare 

 

 

 

   

Thank you for all you do to make our 
community a better place! 

 
Sincerely, Rev. Will McGarvey • 925-933-6030 • eye4cee@gmail.com 
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 Through the Eyes of Mary  
A RetReAt on the StAtionS of the CRoSS  
Sponsored by YLI #101 for the women of St. Ignatius of Antioch and Most Holy Rosary 
Churches  
SAtuRdAy, MARCh 26, 2022  
10:00AM – 1:00pM  
St. ignAtiuS of AntioCh ChuRCh  
Mary, mother of God, held a unique role in the earthly life of Jesus, her son. She carried Him in her 
womb, shared the joys of his boyhood, and helped him grow into adulthood. She taught him the roots 
of our faith and the rich Jewish traditions of their time. She helped him step into his public ministry at 
the wedding feast at Cana. But it wasn’t all joy for Mary, who had “a sword pierce through her soul” 
as she stood by during his final moments. What can we learn from Mary as we navigate the troubles of 
our own lives as women, mothers, caretakers? Join us at this mini retreat to discover how to walk the 
Stations of the Cross through the eyes of Mary and let her wisdom guide you in your own journey 
with Jesus.  
Cost is $5 per woman. Light lunch is included. Deadline to RSVP is March 23, 2022. Your 
payment is your reservation. Make checks payable to YLI #101 and mail them to Gwenn Ehrlich at 
1945 Teresa Lane, Oakley, CA 94561. Please include your name, phone, and email address with 
your reservation. For questions, contact Gwenn at 925625.2010. 
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