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 The parish community of St. Ignatius of Antioch Church is excited and honored to 

participate in the Synod on Synodality (For a Synodal Church:  Communion, Participation, and 

Mission) called by His Holiness, Pope Francis.  It is the first time the laity have been involved in a 

Church synod to such an extent, and we are elated to be a part of this process. 

 Our parish community held nine dialogue and listening sessions in February 2022:  six of 

the sessions were in person, held at the church, and three of the sessions were online, held on 

Zoom.  The ten thematic nuclei to be explored that were listed in the Preparatory Document, 

along with their accompanying questions, were used as the template for our discussions.  What 

follows is a summary of the key points that surfaced during those sessions.   

• The Holy Spirit is within each of us 

• The Holy Spirit comes from the inside out and causes our community to grow 

 

SUMMARY:  KEY IDEAS    

 Below are the key ideas that summarize what was heard multiple times during the 

nine listening sessions with our parishioners and three dialogue sessions with non-Catholic 

ministry leaders. 

• We are a dying Church if the youth are not engaged and active members.  Young 

people need to be listened to, reached out to, and involved in the life of the Church. 

• The rituals and requirements of the Church are outdated; the Church should be 

welcoming, not ritualized. 

• The Church needs to listen to and be inclusive to all, especially women and minority 

groups and peripheral populations, including members of the LGBTQ community and 

divorced Catholics. 

• Patriarchy and clericalism are no longer effective structures for the Church; the 

People of God are the Church, and the laity should be involved in all roles in the 

Church. 



• The future is ecumenical.  Outreach to all faith traditions and engaging with them in 

service projects and shared liturgical experiences is an important part of building a 

synodal Church. 

• We are in a time of transition (liminal times); we must listen to the Holy Spirit, stay 

open to the answers we receive, and continue our dialogue and journey in 

synodality  

      


