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For 
12 June 2022 
 

 

TRINITY SUNDAY 
 
From Father Robert – Reflecting On The 
Gospel 
We mark our foreheads with the Sign of the 
Cross and name the Three Persons so often, 
but does anything of their mystery plow its 
significance into our heart?  At the 
beginning of our Christian lives, at baptism, 
we are named for them; at the beginning and 
end of each Eucharist we sign ourselves 
with their memory; when our bodies ae 
signed in death, we hope they claim us; 
when we bless our children, we remember 
the creativity the Trinity shares with us.  All 
these moments of naming the Trinity are 
occasions of life and love.  When we are 
blessed “in the name of,” we are 
incorporated into the personal history of the 
one named.  The sign of the cross and the 
invocation of the Trinity, a prayer of gesture 
and words that we learned in childhood, are 
a simple yet profound statement that we 
belong to Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are 
called to live in communion with them. 
In the short reading from John’s gospel, part 
of the Last Supper discourse, Jesus speaks 
about the Spirit, the great encourager, who 
will enable future communities of believers 
to have access to Him and His Father after 
He is no longer with them in the flesh.  For 
the Spirit there are no limitations of one 

place, one moment in history, one gathering 
of disciples.  The Spirit gives the church 
future and a hope.  When Christian 
communities encounter new ecclesial, 
social, and global challenges, the Spirit 
enables past, present, and future to 
converge.  The past and privileged words of 
Jesus will be remembered, but the Spirit will 
pluck the strings of memory so that a new 
melody is played, a new meaning will sound 
in the present context, and this song at the 
heart of the church will accompany disciples 
into the future. 
 
The Spirit guides the teaching, 
interpretations, and witness of the church 
throughout the ages.  It also places a great 
responsibility on those whose ministry is to 
spark a creative conversation between 
believers and the words of Jesus, especially 
those who, week after week, break open the 
Scriptures in the homily.  Likewise, each 
member of the assembly has a responsibility 
to enter into that conversation with openness 
to the Spirit. 
 
Theology has developed a word to describe 
the dynamic relationship between the 
Persons of the Trinity and the community of 
believers – perichoresis, or “dance.”  In this 
metaphorical language, the Trinity is a 
partnership of encircling and embracing, a 
graceful movement of loving attentiveness 
into which we are invited as partners who 
must, in our turn draw others into the dance 
by our loving outreach to them.  With the 
imagery of the dance we cannot think of 
God as solitary. 
 
Theology, preaching, metaphor may all help 
toward gaining some understanding of who 
and what we celebrate on this feast, but 
perhaps it is again the poet who has the 
insight to realize that it is only in the 
communion of death – when we are drawn 
into the community of those whom the poet 
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George Herbert calls the “unnumbered 
Three” – that we will truly see and 
understand because it is only then, in death, 
that the dust we are will be transformed.  No 
longer will it blow into our eyes to blind us, 
but it will become a seeing dust that sparkles 
with a revelation of the mystery of the Three 
in our mutually unveiled presence. 
 

 

What images do you use for the Holy Spirit 
in prayer?  What prayers have you found 
most helpful? 
 
What is the context you usually find when 
you pray, “Come, Holy Spirit”?  Do you 
reserve these words for collective prayer, or 
do you ever pray, “Veni, sancte spiritus” on 
your own? 
 
How has the Holy Spirit been active in your 
life?  Where have you seen the concrete 
impact of the work of this person of the 
Trinity? 
 
If you think of the Holy Spirit as the active 
“agent’ of God in the world today, how does 
that change your approach to the Trinity?  
How does knowing that God is constant and 
working, not only in the Eucharist but in all 
parts of life, impact your faith? 

 

The Brentwood Community Chorus will 
present their Spring Concert here in our 
sanctuary today, Sunday, June 12th, at 
3:00 p.m.  All are invited to attend.  There 
will be a free will offering as you enter the 
narthex.  The chorus, post-pandemic now 
numbers approximately 30 singers plus 
instrumentalists under the direction of Susan 
Stuart.  We are grateful for the privilege to 
host this fine chorus in our sanctuary.  I 
hope you will be able to be present for this 
musical event. 
 
Funerals Services This Week 
Wednesday, June 15th, 1:30 p.m.:  The 
Committal Service for Evelyn Siino, Holy 
Cross Cemetery, Antioch. 
 
Thursday, June 16th, 11:00 a.m.:  The 
Funeral Liturgy and Committal for Marie 
Porter, Chapel of the Holy Cross, Holy 
Cross Cemetery, Antioch. 
 

 
Each week I have the blessing of 
recognizing some of the many volunteers 
who do so much for the parish throughout 
each week. 
 
Thank you to those who clean the sanctuary 
and the bathrooms in preparation for the 
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coming weekend:  Al Cosce, Reno and 
Thelma Benasfre, Phil Hadsell, Ada 
Nnaji, Jean Rogers, Carole Miller, Angela 
Bueno, Rose Salamanca, and Steve Rojek. 
 
To Virginia Noack who vacuums the 
carpets at the entrance to the church each 
day, empties the waste receptacles in the 
restrooms as well as making sure they are 
clean and ready for use. 
 
To Lisa Lombardo who records our 
liturgies and uploads them to our YouTube 
Channel for those who cannot be with us in 
person. 
 
To our Parish Office Volunteers:  Alicia 
Perez, Melodye Costanza, Lorraine 
Lohmeier, and Bev Iacona. 
 
To our Parish Security Team:  Don Benson, 
Steve Rojek, Tony Gumina, Dave 
Simpson, Brian McCoy, Tom and Stevie 
Catchings, Jose Perez, Bill Barbanica, 
and Rick Carraher. 
 
To those who help and assist Estrella Rusk, 
Financial Secretary, with accounting, data 
entry, recording, and banking. 
 
To our Liturgical Ministers:  Ushers, 
Greeters, Lectors, Eucharistic Ministers, 
Cantors, Altar Servers, Sacristans, Altar 
Guild, Adult Acolytes, Art & 
Environment Committee Members, 
Liturgy Committee Members, Funeral 
Coordinators, and Alexandra Hernandez 
and Lori Curiel who launder and iron the 
Sacred Linens. 
 
 

 
Parish Hosts End of School Year 
BBQ Luncheon 
Los Medanos Village is a 71-unit affordable 
housing unit in Pittsburg.  Hope Solutions 
(formerly Contra Costa Interfaith Housing) 
provides case management and coordinates 
a highly successful after-school homework 
program for the children.  
 
On Friday, June 3, our parishioners prepared 
and hosted a BBQ luncheon to celebrate the 
conclusion of another successful year for the 
students in the homework program and to 
thank the incredible volunteer tutors who do 
a wonderful job as mentors.  The menu 
included hamburgers, veggie burgers, and 
hot dogs with sliced tomatoes, lettuce, and 
onions to top them off.  Potato chips, ice-
cold watermelon wedges, and cookies 
completed the fare.  At the conclusion of 
lunch, all of the students were honored 
individually for their accomplishments.     
St. Ignatius of Antioch has participated in 
this celebration since 2011.  It returned this 
year after a two-year pandemic hiatus. 
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Last Sunday’s Hymn of Thanksgiving says 
it all:  “The Spirit sends us forth to serve, we 
go in Jesus' name.  To bring glad tidings to 
the poor, God's favor to proclaim.” 
 
What a wonderful, true meaning of our life 
here on earth.  If we do nothing for others, 
we have truly missed our purpose in life.  
God gave us every opportunity to love, to be 
close to him, to be like him in many ways, 
and to help others not as lucky as we are, or 
simply not as fortunate as we are.  The love 
we find in another person, weather it is a 
good friend or a spouse, is a gift from God 
to us.  That is something we truly cherish.  A 
smile, saying hello to a stranger, or merely 
helping someone carry their groceries to 
their door is a wonderful gesture of love that 
is always appreciated by the other person.  
Our hearts are full of love for others. 
 
When we get together and help give out 
food to the needy, we really give of our 
love.  Thanks to the Food Bank of Contra 
Costa, we have that opportunity twice a 
month.  A record number of families were 
served last Friday.  The growing number of 
families looking to receive free food has 
climbed to 230 and we served all those 
people in need in about one hour!  Thank 
you, God, for guiding us in the right 
direction and help us give of our time to 
help others. 
 
The Food Bank could use some young and 
strong volunteers to help load up cars on a 
Friday afternoon.  This would entail about 
one and a half hours every other month.  If 
you could help, please call the office and 

someone will definitely get in touch with 
you.  Thank you. 
Werner💒💒 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Registration for Faith Formation, OCIA, 
OCIC (formerly RCIA and RCIC), and 
Confirmation continues Monday through 
Friday in the Parish Office, 8:30 am to 
12:30 pm.  
 

 
Our Children Need You! 
Faith Formation Catechists are the heart of 
our faith.  You do not need to be a certified 
catechist to teach.  Please consider sharing 
your faith with a group of children this year. 
In-Person classes begin September 21, 2022. 
All grades are taught one time per week 
from 6:00 p.m. to 7:15 p.m., from 
September 21, 2022 through May 17, 2023. 
 
The prayer of St. Francis says…. “It is in 
giving that we receive.”  Ask any catechist 
and they will assure you that you will get 
more than you give.  St Ignatius of Antioch 
Catholic Church Faith Formation will 
provide catechists with resources and 
training that help people become successful. 
The main goal of a catechist is the growth of 
faith for the children they work with. 
 
If you would like additional information 
about being a catechist for grades 1-8 or for 
our confirmation program for grades 9-12, 
please contact Shelli Daviess, Faith 
Formation Coordinator at 925-778-0768, 
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ext. 305 or email me at: 
daviesszoo@sbcglobal.net 
 
Proverbs 22:6, “Train up a child in the way 
he should go; even when he is old he will not 
depart from it.” 
 

 
The Children’s Liturgy of the Word will be 
returning to Sunday Mornings at the 
10:00 a.m. Mass in the fall.  If you would 
love to be a Catechist for the children during 
the homily on Sunday mornings, please 
reach out to me.  
 
It would be wonderful to have 4-5 
Catechists, rotating each week to work with 
the children. That would mean each 
Catechist would work with the children 
every 4-5 weeks. 
  
All materials will be provided each week. If 
you are interested, please contact Shelli 
Daviess at daviesszoo@sbcglobal.net or 
925-778-0768 ext. 305. Thank you. 
 

 
California Food Handler Cards 
As reported in the Parish Newsletter, our 
new kitchen has been certified by the Contra 
Costa Health Department and now has a 
permit to operate as a production kitchen. As 
we move closer to being able to use our new 
facility, we want to remind everyone that a 
California Food Handler Card will be 
required for anyone who works in our 

kitchen, including food servers. This will 
ensure that everyone working at our events 
has a basic knowledge of food safety and 
sanitation. 
 
Food Handler Cards can be obtained by 
taking an online food safety course. Courses 
are offered by a number of certified 
organizations and with prices ranging from 
$7 - $15. Links for several certified 
organizations are posted on the parish 
website (note: you are not limited to the 
organizations listed - you may choose other 
organizations from which to obtain your 
card as long as they are certified). 
 
Once you obtain your Food Handler Card, 
please provide a copy to the parish office. 
Per health department rules, these copies 
will be kept onsite in our kitchen. 
 

 
Justice Corner by Carolyn Krantz, 
Pastoral Associate 
The Readings today proclaim the greatness 
of God, and God's love of all the creatures 
on earth.  The First Reading from Proverbs, 
speaks of the second person of the Trinity as 
a playful craftsman.  “I was beside Him as 
His craftsman...playing before Him all the 
while.”  It speaks of the unity of Father and 
Son in the action of creating, then says, “I 
found delight in the Human Race”, adding 
us into the picture, as if we were present at 
the beginning, and indeed we were as God 
knew each one of us and embraced us then 
as He does now with His love and affection.  
God invites us to continue to join Him is the 
action of creating. 
 

mailto:daviesszoo@sbcglobal.net
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Psalm 8 gives our humble response: “What 
is man that you should be mindful of 
him...or care for him?”  “Yet You made him 
a little less than the angels.”   Because God 
has been so generous with us, we stand 
thankfully in His grace.   
 
The Epistle to the Romans looks at the 
development of people in a world that not 
only contains wonder and thanksgiving, but 
also hardship and affliction.  St. Paul gives 
us a reason to endure hardship and suffering, 
because “endurance produces proven 
character and proven character hope, and 
hope does not disappoint!” provided we 
recognize the love that the Holy Spirit has 
put into our hearts.  Which of us does not 
want good character and hope?  But, the 
hard part is that it only comes through 
affliction.  There is the rub.  No human life 
is without hardship.  It is what we do with 
the hardship that counts.   
Think of the hardships in your life, sickness, 
limitation, disappointments, abandonment, 
dark moments, etc.  Name them or write 
them on a piece of paper.  Name the times 
you have shaken your fist at God and 
demanded an answer.  Why me, Lord?  Why 
do You place this suffering in my life?  
Because suffering gives us lessons on how 
to live a spiritual life.  Suffering places us on 
the cross with Jesus.  Suffering makes us 
one with the “playful craftsman.”  Use your 
imagination to think of better ways to 
manage your afflictions.  Instead of asking 
that the hardship be taken away, ask for 
creative ways to manage what is given.  Ask 
for ways that you can be an example of the 
“proven character” that comes from long 
term endurance. 
 
We have so many examples of creative 
endurance.  Think of Helen Keller whose 
life became an example of hope in the midst 
of hearing loss.  Think of St. Ignatius who 
used his travel time to Rome to write letters 
encouraging the faithful to endure, before 

the lions ate him.  What are your examples 
of endurance in the midst of affliction?  I bet 
you have members of your family among 
that list.  My great grandfather married my 
great grandmother because the friend who 
was supposed to marry her dropped dead of 
a heart attack when the ship from Ireland 
was a month late.  The friend despaired and 
died, but my great-grandfather had mercy on 
this young woman who had endured the 
hardship of the sailing across the ocean.  
They married and had twelve children.  
They began a business and built the small 
town where they settled.  I was baptized in 
the church they built that still has a pew 
marked with their name.  They had proven 
character and the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
 
The Spirit of truth continues to guide those 
whom she has tested through affliction and 
hardship.  The Spirit “declares to you the 
things that are coming.”  The Spirit declares 
to us what is coming in this time of change.  
The Spirit will encourage imagination and 
give us peace in times of hardship.  During 
this time of recovery from COVID and 
Diocesan turmoil, we must confirm that 
“hope does not disappoint.”  We will offer 
the unknown future to God and do what we 
can to confirm that God is with us and gives 
us the courage to respond to the promptings 
of the Holy Spirit.  Instead of being upset 
with change, we must be creative craftsmen 
and women, responding joyfully to what the 
Spirit tells us. 
 

 



 

June 10, 2022 Update—Retaining Wall 

 
As previously noted, there are three major components 
remaining from the Expansion Project; construction of 
the retaining wall on the east and south portion of the new 
construction, landscaping behind the parish hall, and 
repairing the electrical infrastructure for the parking lot. 
All of this work will involve the active participation of 
parishioners able to assist. An architect's rendering of the 
retaining wall is shown at the left.  

Additionally, but outside the scope of the Expansion 
Project, preparation to install solar panels on our building 

continues and we anticipate this construction beginning later this summer.  

This week, the blocks and base stone necessary to construct the 160+ foot retaining wall were 
delivered. The height of the wall will vary between 2 and 3 feet. 

Parishioner Rich Confetti will be in charge of the construction . A level and properly placed 
first row of stones is critical to a successful retaining wall. Once the base stone is installed and 
the first row of stones has been set in place, we will call upon our parishioners to complete the 
construction. This will be our first major sweat equity opportunity and we welcome 
parishioner participation. Watch for more information in the coming weeks. 



 
Our Mission 
Catholic Charities East Bay works with youth, children, and families to 
promote resilience, strengthen families, and pursue safety and justice 
for all. 
 
What we do 
We provide housing, legal immigration, and mental health services 
to people of all cultures, ethnicities, backgrounds, and faiths. 
 
Our Programs 
Housing: we provide low-income families and seniors facing eviction 
and homelessness with back rent, security deposits, and utility 
assistance in Alameda, and Contra Costa Counties. 

 
Immigration Legal Services: We help clients earn lawful working 
status and follow a path to citizenship through Legal Consultations, 
Family-Based Visa Petitions, Permanent Residency Application and 
Renewal, U.S. Citizenship, Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals 
(DACA), Unaccompanied Minors, and more.   
 
Mental Health:  
Experience Hope in Schools and Communities – We work with 
students, schools,  and community groups serving young people, to 
provide culturally responsive approaches to overcome the challenges 
presented by pervasive violence at schools in Oakland Unified and West 
Contra Costa Unified School Districts. 
 
Day Star – We provide education and mentoring to connect youth who 
are surviving or are at risk of commercial sexual exploitation (CSEC) to 
adult mentors, to increase awareness, and to decrease demand. 
 
Crisis Response Services –We provide grief counseling and family 
support services to surviving family/friends of loved ones lost to 
homicide in Oakland. 
 
Family Support Services – We work with parents and children 
referred to us by Contra Costa County Children & Family Service to 
strengthen families, improve child well-being, and help children stay 
safely with their families in their home.  
 
TRUE Academy – We help young people (ages 14 to 18) within the 
Alameda County juvenile justice system learn strategies to safely and 
productively think and respond in situations of stress, fear, and conflict.  
 
 

Founded in 1935 to serve people 
who reside within the Diocese of 
Oakland. 
 
An affiliate of Catholic Charities, 
USA, one of the largest social 
services networks in the country 
 
Our Locations 
Oakland- 433 Jefferson St 
Richmond- 217 Harbour Way 
Concord- 2120 Diamond Blvd #220 
 
Contact Us 
(510)579-3100 
 
Our Impact in 2020 
 
• 36,000 people received 

essential services. 
 

• 914 households received 
housing assistance. 
 

• 23,570 people were provided 
food during our food 
distributions. 
 

• 463 people were helped enter 
the path to citizenship. 

 
• 10,000 people helped with $500 

gift cards totaling $5 million in 
assistance (DRAI, funded by the 
State of California). 
 

• 54 families received support 
services who had lost loved ones 
due to homicide. 

 
• 84 families received in-depth 

services who were referred to us 
by Contra Costa County Family 
and Children Services. 
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