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Parish Newsletter 
For 
26 June 2022 
 

 
THE 13TH SUNDAY IN 
SUMMER’S ORDINARY TIME 
From Father Robert – Reflecting On The 
Gospel 
The road Jesus takes to Jerusalem is 
signposted with encounters, events, stopping 
places.  This serves to universalize the way 
of discipleship; it has nothing to do with 
map reading or chronology, and everything 
to do with following Jesus in our own time 
and place.  To help us along the way, Luke 
describes three encounters with would-be-
disciples.  We hear the request, we listen to 
Jesus’ response, but we learn nothing of the 
outcome of these meetings.  It is as though 
by this narrative silence, Jesus is saying to 
us:  Listen to the answer your own life 
makes. 
 
The first would-be-disciple takes the 
initiative in approaching Jesus.  He seems to 
be brashly confident, the enthusiast who 
needs to be tested for staying power, for 
readiness to be a powerless, homeless, and 
dispossessed disciple of a rejected Son of 
Man.  Into Jesus’ reply is woven the 

suggestion that in Roman-occupied 
Palestine, everyone is at home except the 
true Israel.  The “foxes” referred to are not 
just burrowing animals, but people like “that 
fox, Herod Antipas, who have dug 
themselves into politically secure positions.  
The “birds of the sky” were an apocalyptic 
symbol for the “roosting” Gentiles, the 
Romans who had disinherited Israel and 
now lord it over them.  It you want to follow 
Me, says Jesus, be prepared to be a 
powerless and dispossessed follower of a 
rejected Son of Man. 
 
In the second encounter, it is Jesus Who 
takes the initiative in calling the person to 
follow.  We probably have a sneaking 
sympathy for this one who seems to make a 
very human and religious request of Jesus:  
“Let me go first and bury my father.”  But 
there is a cultural context to these words that 
persists even today in some Middle Eastern 
communities, and which throws a very 
different light on Jesus’ demand.  Sons were 
and sometimes still are expected to remain 
close to their family home at least until their 
father has passed away.  In Jesus’ invitation 
was the urgent and present call not to delay, 
not to put off the “today” demands of the 
reign of God.  For all who answer the gospel 
call, there will be some contradiction of 
cultural expectations, some necessary 
reordering of priorities in our relationships.  
“Let the dead bury their dead” is Luke’s 
literary device of exaggeration to emphasize 
the priority of Jesus’ call.  In no way does it 
deny the love for our parents that God 
explicitly commands. 
 
The third would-be-disciple wants to follow 
Jesus, but on condition that he is allowed to 
“first say farewell to my family at home.”  
This seems a reasonable request, especially 
in the light of the first reading that describes 
how Elijah gave Elisha permission to go and 
say goodbye.  But the following of Jesus has 
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to be unswerving:  not even this detour is 
allowed.  The mini-parable of the plow 
explains further what is also Luke’s literary 
device of exaggeration.  The light 
Palestinian plow was guided with one hand, 
usually the left, while the plower’s other 
hand carried a stick used to goad the oxen 
that pulled the plow.  To make a furrow that 
was straight and of the right depth, to lift the 
plow over rocks that might shatter it, 
demanded great concentration and dexterity.  
To take one’s eyes off the plow for a 
moment could spell disaster.  So it is with 
His disciples, says Jesus.  The eyes of our 
heart must be fixed on the reign of God with 
unwavering commitment so the field of this 
world may be well-plowed and make ready 
for God’s harvesting. 
 

 

Have you ever wanted to throw a fireball at 
someone for being rude?  Its comforting to 
know that the apostles felt the same.  How 
do you temper the desire for revenge with 
your faith? 
 
If Jesus asked you to leave your family 
tomorrow in order to do His will, would you 
do it?  Would you trust Jesus’ words without 
understanding them?  Why or why not? 
 
Who in your life has become a chosen 
family member?  How did you meet friends 
you consider family? 
 
Which moment in your life can you point to 
and think, yes, that’s when my family was 

truly a foretaste of heaven?  What about this 
scene brings you comfort? 

 

The Floral Arrangement at the Altar today is 
placed to The Glory of God and In Honor of 
the 45th Anniversary of Marriage of Bob 
and Marla Plurkowski.  Congratulations!  
And may God continue to bless you with 
many more years of happiness, the best of 
health, and the deepening of your love for 
one another. 
 

 

Congratulations to Jaxson Towe who 
received his First Holy Communion at 
yesterday’s Vigil Eucharist at 4:00 p.m.  
May it be the first in a lifetime of 
Communions and encountering the 
Eucharistic Lord. 
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Funerals This Week: 
 
Friday, June 24th:  Committal Liturgy for 
Rick Howell, Holy Cross Cemetery, 
11:00 a.m. 
 
Friday, June 24th, Funeral Liturgy for David 
Fajarang, Brentwood Funeral Home, 
3:00 p.m. 
 

 

Welcome to Summer’s Ordinary Time!  
This past week the members of our Art & 
Environment Committee transformed the 
sanctuary from its festive environment of 
Pentecost and the following two weeks 
during which we celebrated the Feast of the 
Holy Trinity and The Body and Blood of 
Christ to the environment that will support 
our worship during the next six months 
between the Easter Season and the 
conclusion of the Liturgical Year in 
November.  The color of Ordinary Time is 
green, lighter, springtime shades of green at 
its beginning and then transitioning to the 
vibrant colors of Fall in its final months of 
October and November.  Our thanks to the 
members of the committee who have once 
again created an environment is appropriate, 
supportive, and beautiful:  Rich Confetti, 

Don Benson, Pablo & Norma Villegas, 
Leo & Minnie Rivera, Doris Radovan, 
Tony Gumina, Father Robert, Tom & 
Stevie Catchings, and Theresa Nelms. 
 

 

Each week I have the blessing of 
recognizing some of the many volunteers 
who do so much for the parish throughout 
each week. 
 
Thank you to those who clean the sanctuary 
and the bathrooms in preparation for the 
coming weekend:  Carole Miller, Jean 
Rogers, Ada Nnaji, Phil Hadsell, Angela 
Bueno, Rose Salamanca, and Steve Rojek. 
 
To Virginia Noack who vacuums the 
carpets at the entrance to the church each 
day, empties the waste receptacles in the 
restrooms as well as making sure they are 
clean and ready for use. 
 
To Lisa Lombardo who records our 
liturgies and uploads them to our YouTube 
Channel for those who cannot be with us in 
person. 
 
To our Parish Office Volunteers:  Alicia 
Perez, Melodye Costanza, Lorraine 
Lohmeier, and Bev Iacona. 
 
To our Parish Security Team:  Don Benson, 
Steve Rojek, Tony Gumina, Dave 
Simpson, Brian McCoy, Tom and Stevie 
Catchings, Jose Perez, Bill Barbanica, 
and Rick Carraher. 
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To those who help and assist Estrella Rusk, 
Financial Secretary, with accounting, data 
entry, recording, and banking. 
 
To our Liturgical Ministers:  Ushers, 
Greeters, Lectors, Eucharistic Ministers, 
Cantors, Altar Servers, Sacristans, Altar 
Guild, Adult Acolytes, Art & 
Environment Committee Members, 
Liturgy Committee Members, Funeral 
Coordinators, and Alexandra Hernandez 
and Lori Curiel who launder and iron the 
Sacred Linens. 
 

 

From Grand Knight, Chip Sharpe 
 I trust you all enjoyed proper Father’s Day 
worship this past weekend.  I know I did. 
 
Please join me in recognizing the following 
brothers who surrendered part of that 
weekend to clean Contra Loma and make it 
attractive for those attending our 
weekend liturgies. They are: 
 
Bill Saunders, Bob Motl, Michael 
Bacchus, Tony Gumina, Dave Simpson, 
Jack Goncalves, and Leo Rivera. 
 
Thanks brothers for carrying the day for us. 
 
And belatedly, I left off at least one name 
from the list of brothers who supported 
the Relay for Life event on the 11th. And 
that brother is - Cyprian Egeolu, the newest 
member of our council. Well done Brother 
Cyprian, for jumping into the council 
activities with both feet! 
 
Many thanks to all! 

 
Our Childen Need You! 
Faith Formation Catechists are the heart of 
our faith.  You do not need to be a certified 
catechist to teach.  Please consider sharing 
your faith with a group of children this year. 
In-Person classes begin September 21, 2022. 
All grades are taught one time per week 
from 6:00 p.m. to 7:15 p.m., from 
September 21, 2022 through May 17, 2023. 
 
The prayer of St. Francis says…. “It is in 
giving that we receive.”  Ask any catechist 
and they will assure you that you will get 
more than you give.  St Ignatius of Antioch 
Catholic Church Faith Formation will 
provide catechists with resources and 
training that help people become successful. 
The main goal of a catechist is the growth of 
faith for the children they work with. 
 
If you would like additional information 
about being a catechist for grades 1-8 or for 
our confirmation program for grades 9-12, 
please contact Shelli Daviess, Faith 
Formation Coordinator at 925-778-0768, 
ext. 305 or email me at: 
daviesszoo@sbcglobal.net 
 
Proverbs 22:6, “Train up a child in the way 
he should go; even when he is old he will not 
depart from it.” 
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Registration for Faith Formation, OCIA, 
OCIC (formerly RCIA and RCIC), and 
Confirmation continues Monday through 
Friday in the Parish Office, 8:30 am to 
12:30 pm.  Faith Formation Registration for 
2022-2023 ends on September 5th, 2022.  
 

 
The Children’s Liturgy of the Word will be 
returning to Sunday Mornings at the 
10:00 a.m. Mass in the fall.  If you would 
love to be a Catechist for the children during 
the homily on Sunday mornings, please 
reach out to me.  
 
It would be wonderful to have 4-5 
Catechists, rotating each week to work with 
the children. That would mean each 
Catechist would work with the children 
every 4-5 weeks. 
  
All materials will be provided each week. If 
you are interested, please contact Shelli 
Daviess at daviesszoo@sbcglobal.net or 
925-778-0768 ext. 305. Thank you. 
 
 
 
 

 
Justice Corner by Carolyn Krantz, 
Pastoral Associate 
Today's Readings are full of strange tellings.  
The key point is at the end of the Gospel: 
“No one who sets his hand to the plow and 
looks to what is left behind is fit for the 
kingdom of God.”  Once one starts down the 
road of following Christ, one cannot look 
back at what is missing if one had taken a 
worldly mindset.  If I decide to give $20 to 
the homeless man on the street, I should not 
spend time imagining what that $20 would 
have bought for myself.  As it says in 
another place, let your yes mean yes and 
your no, no.  We must be firm in purpose. 
 
But then there are all these other confusing 
stories and sayings.  In the first reading, 
Elisha and Elijah wrangle over the timing of 
his call to be a prophet.  In the second 
reading, St. Paul admonishes the Galatians 
“If you go on biting and devouring one 
another, beware you are not consumed by 
one another.”  Whoever those Galatians 
were, were certainly “looking at what was 
left behind.”  The disciples wanted 
vengeance against the Samaritans for not 
accepting Jesus.  Vengeance is not in the 
playbook of a Christian.  Then there are 
those that want to bury their dead and say 
farewell to their family.  Jesus rebukes them. 
 
Though we don't know the actual 
circumstance, these last two seem strange.  
Are we not supposed to bury our dead and 
say goodbye to our families if we are going 
on a journey for God?  Of course, these are 
not meant to be literal.  The Jerome Bibilical 
Comentary says that these passages are 
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meant to teach us how persistently we are to 
follow the Way of Jesus.  It interprets the 
burying clause to mean that we let the 
spiritual dead bury the physically dead, 
while the disciple puts his/her trust in the 
message of life that Jesus is preaching.  The 
intention to follow Jesus' Way is more 
important than saying goodbye to family.  It 
must be our number one priority. 
 
So this week we are invited to check out the 
firm purpose of being a follower of Jesus.  
As we examine our day each evening, we 
ask ourselves if all our actions were done 
out of love.  Did they bring the message life 
to those around us?  Did we “stand firm and 
not submit to the yoke of slavery?”  Each 
day has its challenges.  Sometimes we 
respond, then think better of it, and have to 
apologize for our rashness.    
 
We “are called to freedom,” says the Epistle.  
Freedom is an often used word in the 
American vocabulary, but the problem is 
that, what is freedom to me may enslave 
others.  Historically were settlers free to take 
land belonging to Native Americans to build 
their own settlements?  Were companies free 
to use the resources here that have caused 
global warming?  Were political parties free 
to gain power at the expense of the 
impoverished?  Were store owners free to 
exclude some members of society because 
they happened to be born black?  The 
freedom Jesus talks about here is not the 
freedom to do anything we want regardless 
of its effect on others.  It is a freedom based 
on love.  It is a freedom that brings life to 
others.  It is a freedom to submit to the 
suffering of the cross for the sake of the 
whole. 
 
So when we examine our consciences, let us 
see if we are acting in real freedom.  Was the 
result of our actions life-giving?  Did they 
lead, not to vengeance but to love?  Is our 

purpose still firm?  Do all our actions follow 
“the Way, the Truth, and the Life?” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 





 
Our Mission 
Catholic Charities East Bay works with youth, children, and families to 
promote resilience, strengthen families, and pursue safety and justice 
for all. 
 
What we do 
We provide housing, legal immigration, and mental health services 
to people of all cultures, ethnicities, backgrounds, and faiths. 
 
Our Programs 
Housing: we provide low-income families and seniors facing eviction 
and homelessness with back rent, security deposits, and utility 
assistance in Alameda, and Contra Costa Counties. 

 
Immigration Legal Services: We help clients earn lawful working 
status and follow a path to citizenship through Legal Consultations, 
Family-Based Visa Petitions, Permanent Residency Application and 
Renewal, U.S. Citizenship, Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals 
(DACA), Unaccompanied Minors, and more.   
 
Mental Health:  
Experience Hope in Schools and Communities – We work with 
students, schools,  and community groups serving young people, to 
provide culturally responsive approaches to overcome the challenges 
presented by pervasive violence at schools in Oakland Unified and West 
Contra Costa Unified School Districts. 
 
Day Star – We provide education and mentoring to connect youth who 
are surviving or are at risk of commercial sexual exploitation (CSEC) to 
adult mentors, to increase awareness, and to decrease demand. 
 
Crisis Response Services –We provide grief counseling and family 
support services to surviving family/friends of loved ones lost to 
homicide in Oakland. 
 
Family Support Services – We work with parents and children 
referred to us by Contra Costa County Children & Family Service to 
strengthen families, improve child well-being, and help children stay 
safely with their families in their home.  
 
TRUE Academy – We help young people (ages 14 to 18) within the 
Alameda County juvenile justice system learn strategies to safely and 
productively think and respond in situations of stress, fear, and conflict.  
 
 

Founded in 1935 to serve people 
who reside within the Diocese of 
Oakland. 
 
An affiliate of Catholic Charities, 
USA, one of the largest social 
services networks in the country 
 
Our Locations 
Oakland- 433 Jefferson St 
Richmond- 217 Harbour Way 
Concord- 2120 Diamond Blvd #220 
 
Contact Us 
(510)579-3100 
 
Our Impact in 2020 
 
• 36,000 people received 

essential services. 
 

• 914 households received 
housing assistance. 
 

• 23,570 people were provided 
food during our food 
distributions. 
 

• 463 people were helped enter 
the path to citizenship. 

 
• 10,000 people helped with $500 

gift cards totaling $5 million in 
assistance (DRAI, funded by the 
State of California). 
 

• 54 families received support 
services who had lost loved ones 
due to homicide. 

 
• 84 families received in-depth 

services who were referred to us 
by Contra Costa County Family 
and Children Services. 
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