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Week Twenty-Eight: Practice of the Better 
  

The Joy of Not Counting   
  

For Father Richard, Francis of Assisi 
(1182–1226) is a shining example of 
someone who “practiced the better.” 
Instead of relying on judgment and 
criticism, Francis understood the power of 
simply living a better way:   
 
God gave St. Francis to history in the pivotal 
period when Western civilization began to 
move into rationality, functionality, 
consumerism, and perpetual war. Francis 
was himself a soldier, and the son of a cloth 
merchant; he came from the culture he 
critiqued, and he challenged these emerging 
systems at the beginning of their now eight 
centuries of world dominance. Rather than 
fighting the systems directly and risk 
becoming their mirror image, Francis just 
did things differently. He is the inspiration 
for this core principle of the Center for 
Action and Contemplation: The best 
criticism of the bad is the practice of the 
better. [1]  

As theologian Adolf Holl (1930–2020) 
observed, Francis was born as people started 
measuring time by clocks instead of church 
bells. [2] When Christian leaders started 
counting, Francis stopped counting. He 
moved from the common economy of merit 

to the wondrous economy of grace, where 
God does not do any counting, but only 
gives unreservedly.  

As Europe began to centralize and organize 
everything at high levels of control, Francis 
said, like a divine trickster, “Who cares?!” 
When Roman Catholicism under Pope 
Innocent III (1160/61–1216) reached heights 
of papal and worldly power, Francis 
answered, “There is another way that is 
much better!” When we began a style of 
production and consumption that would 
eventually ravage planet Earth, he decided 
to love Mother Earth and live simply and 
barefoot upon her. And Francis did it all 
with a “perfect joy” that comes from letting 
go of the ego.  

Francis didn’t bother questioning Church 
doctrines and dogmas. He just took the 
imitation of Christ seriously and tried to live 
the way that Jesus lived. In The Legend of 
Perugia, one of the earliest accounts about 
Francis, he reminds the first friars that they 
only know as much as they do. [3] His 
emphasis on action, practice, and lifestyle 
was foundational and revolutionary for its 
time and is at the root of Franciscan 
alternative orthodoxy. Francis and Clare fell 
in love with the humanity and humility of 
Jesus. For them, Jesus was someone actually 
to imitate and not just to worship as divine.  
The early Franciscan friars and Poor Clares 
wanted to be gospel practitioners instead of 
merely “word police,” “inspectors,” 
or “museum curators” as Pope Francis calls 
some clergy. Both Francis and Clare offered 
their rules as a forma vitae, or form of 
life. They saw orthopraxy (correct practice) 
as a necessary parallel, and maybe even 
precedent, to verbal orthodoxy (correct 
teaching). History has shown 
that many Christians never get to the 
practical implications of their beliefs. “Why 



aren’t you doing what you say you believe?” 
the prophet invariably asks.   
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Week Twenty-Eight: Practice of the Better 
  

Living What We Are “For”  
  

Father Richard teaches that we can only 
practice new ways of being in the world if 
we maintain some degree of nonattachment 
from the systems around us:  
 
I would insist the foundation of Jesus’ social 
program is what I will call non-idolatry, or 
the withdrawing of our enthrallment from all 
kingdoms except the Kingdom of God. This 
supports a much better agenda than feeling 
the need to attack things directly. 
Nonattachment (freedom from loyalties to 
human-made, domination systems) is the 
best way I know of protecting people from 
religious zealotry or any kind of antagonistic 
thinking or behavior. There is nothing to be 
against. Just keep concentrating on the Big 
Thing you are for!   

Paul tries to create some “audiovisual aids” 
for this big message, which he calls 
“churches” (a term Jesus used only twice 
and in only one Gospel (Matthew 16:18 and 
18:17). He needs living, visible models of 
this new kind of life to make evident that 
Christ’s people really follow a way different 
from mass consciousness. They are people 
who “can be innocent and genuine . . . and 
can shine like stars among a deceitful and 
underhanded brood” (Philippians 2:15). To 
people who asked, “Why should we believe 
there’s a new or better life possible?” Paul 

could say, “Look at these people. They’re 
different. This is a new social order.” In 
Christ, “there are no more distinctions 
between Jew and Greek, slave and free, 
male and female, but all of you are one in 
Christ Jesus” (Galatians 3:28).   

In Paul’s thinking, we were supposed to live 
inside of an alternative society, almost a 
utopia, and from such fullness “go to the 
world.” Instead, we created a model 
whereby people live almost entirely in the 
world, fully invested in its attitudes toward 
money, war, power, and gender—and 
sometimes “go to church.” This doesn’t 
seem to be working! Groups like the Amish, 
the Bruderhof, Black churches, and 
members of some Catholic religious orders 
probably have a better chance of actually 
maintaining an alternative consciousness. 
Most of the rest of us end up thinking and 
operating pretty much like our surrounding 
culture.   
Many people, however, now find this 
solidarity in think tanks, support groups, 
prayer groups, study groups, house-building 
projects, healing circles, or community-
focused organizations. Perhaps without fully 
recognizing it, we are often heading in the 
right direction. Some new studies indicate 
that Christians are not as much leaving 
Christianity as they are realigning with 
groups that live Christian values in the 
world—instead of just gathering again to 
hear the readings, recite the creed, and sing 
songs on Sunday. Jesus does not need our 
singing; we need instead to act like a 
community. Actual Christian behavior might 
just be growing more than we realize. 
Behavior has a very different emphasis than 
belonging.  
 
Remember, it is not the brand name that 
matters.  
It is that God’s heart be made available and 
active on this earth.   



Francis is betting a 
synodal church will 

be a cure for a clerical 
church 
17 July 2021 

by Christopher White 
  

Vatican 
 

 
People attend the Angelus led by Pope Francis 
from the window of his studio overlooking St. 
Peter's Square at the Vatican Oct. 4. 
(CNS/Vatican Media) 
 
ROME — Just days before Pope Francis 
officially opens the two-year process for the 
next Synod of Bishops, an independent 
report into France's history of clerical 
abuse revealed the abuse of more than 
333,000 children at the hands of church 
officials. The report was filled with damning 
evidence similar to those released 
in Australia, Germany, Ireland, the United 
States and elsewhere over the last two 
decades. 

The synod on synodality, which begins Oct. 
9, has grand aspirations to reshape the 
Catholic Church's ability to engage its 
members and revitalize its mission. In large 
part, Francis is betting that a more synodal 
church — that is, a participatory, listening 

church — just might be the cure to a church 
marred by decades of clericalism and abuse.  

The entire undertaking, Boston College 
theologian Rafael Luciani told NCR, is 
"enhancing a new ecclesial way of 
proceeding inspired by a practice of 
transparency and accountability." 

For Francis and the organizers of the Synod 
of Bishops, the retooled process is a 
manifestation of the Second Vatican 
Council's call for "renewal," rooted in the 
experience of the "People of God." And 
for some observers, even close allies of 
Francis, this is a make-or-break moment for 
a pope who is trying to ensure that long after 
he is out of office, that the synodal process 
is a lasting reform of the church. 

'The opposite of clericalism is co-
responsibility' 

In the opening pages of the synod's recently 
released preparatory document, the church's 
painful history of abuse is put front and 
center as a motivating factor for the re-
envisioned synod process. 

"We cannot hide from the fact that the 
Church herself must face the lack of faith 
and the corruption even within herself," it 
states. "In particular, we cannot forget the 
suffering experienced by minors and 
vulnerable people 'due to sexual abuse, the 
abuse of power and the abuse of conscience 
perpetrated by a significant number of 
clerics and consecrated persons.' " 
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Pope Francis and leaders of the Synod of 
Bishops on the family and top officials from the 
synod's general council attend an event in Paul 
VI hall at the Vatican on Oct. 17, 2015, marking 
the 50th anniversary of the formation of the 
Synod of Bishops. (CNS/Paul Haring) 
 
Synods of Bishops, with the first held in 
1967, have historically involved prelates 
from around the world coming to Rome to 
discuss a certain theme for a monthlong 
summit.  

Last spring, however, the Vatican 
announced that the previously scheduled 
2022 Synod of Bishops would be delayed to 
2023 in order to include participation from 
the entire church, beginning with a local 
diocesan phase to better understand the 
needs and realities at a more grassroots 
level. 

"In order for synodality to work, it implies 
building a new ecclesial way of proceeding 
that will affect the way in which we 
understand and live our relationships," 
Boston College's Luciani said. 

Part of this process is what some have 
dubbed co-responsibility, which is hoped to 
be the antidote to a clerical church that 
allowed the warnings of abuse victims to go 
unheeded and the cover-up of abuse to fester 
for years. 

"The synod's success will be commensurate 
with our ability to include as many diverse 

voices and perspectives as possible," Kerry 
Robinson of the Leadership Roundtable told 
NCR via email. "To achieve that, certain 
ground rules of candor and charity, the 
presumption of goodness in one another, and 
a preferential option for voices often 
excluded are needed." 

 
Kerry Robinson (CNS/Courtesy of Kerry Alys 
Robinson) 
 
Leadership Roundtable, which was founded 
in the wake of the abuse crisis in the United 
States, has spent much of the last two 
decades working with dioceses to promote a 
model of co-responsibility as a best practice 
for church governance.  

And according to Robinson, "Clericalism is 
at its most pernicious when it excludes, 
invalidates, or dismisses the voices of laity. 

"The opposite of clericalism is co-
responsibility — lay, religious, and ordained 
leaders working together to advance the 
mission of the church," said Robinson. 

As the abuse crisis began to resurface in the 
United States in 2018 and unravel in places 
like Chile, Francis pointed to clericalism as 
its root cause. 

"Clericalism, whether fostered by priests 
themselves or by lay persons, leads to an 
excision in the ecclesial body that supports 
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and helps to perpetuate many of the evils 
that we are condemning today," the pope 
wrote. "To say 'no' to abuse is to say an 
emphatic 'no' to all forms of clericalism." 

For the pope, decades of clericalism have 
resulted in an abuse of power in the church 
that has gone unchecked and unchallenged. 
The synod process, which begins by 
listening and putting those experiences first, 
is, for the pope and synod organizers, the 
formal means to begin to do just that.  

"To move our church toward the synodal 
vision of Pope Francis and forward from 
crises of abuse and leadership failures, the 
synod process invites us to become fully co-
responsible, to embrace transparency, and 
take accountability for its outcomes," said 
Robinson. 

Luciani echoed that observation, saying, "It 
is precisely because we do not have a 
synodal church that clericalism exists." 

Synodality, he continued, "reconfigures the 
way in which we understand the identity and 
relationships amongst all faithful in the 
church, because it is rooted in baptism and 
the co-responsibility that comes after, and 
not in the sacrament of orders and the 
hierarchical status of a minister." 

Synods as a healing process 

As abuse has wreaked havoc in Catholic 
communities across the globe, the synodal 
process has already been seen as one step in 
the healing process. 

According to Luciani, in his native 
Venezuela, one diocese recently went 
through a two-year process of discernment 
and formation to build a whole system of 
prevention and correction of abuses. 

He said the synod-like process led to not 
only the establishment of an office to 

receive and evaluate abuse allegations, but a 
formation process for more than 100 lay 
leaders, priests and religious that helped 
"implement accountability" starting at the 
ground level.  

 
Rafael Luciani (NCR 
screenshot/YouTube/Boston College School of 
Theology and Ministry Continuing Education) 
 
"It has been a unique model of how to build 
a culture that can heal the wounds of the 
church in regards to the crisis of abuse," said 
Luciani, who hopes what he witnessed on a 
local level in Latin America can be 
replicated more globally during the two-year 
synod process. 

In Germany, the local church has embarked 
on a closely watched Synodal Path in 
response to abuse scandals. 

While some critics have lamented that the 
Synodal Path has the potential to be 
"schismatic" for raising questions related to 
neuralgic doctrinal concerns, such as 
women's ordination and the extent to which 
the church can welcome or bless gay 
couples, the country's bishops have 
unanimously agreed to the process. 

In Australia, a national Plenary Council is 
currently underway, envisioned in large part 
in response to the country's Royal 
Commission into Institutional Responses to 
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Child Sexual Abuse, which released 
its report in 2017. 

Archbishop Mark Coleridge of Brisbane, 
president of the Australian Catholic Bishops' 
Conference, pushed for the council after his 
own participation in the 2015 synod on the 
family in Rome, where he recognized its 
transformative potential. 

While in the midst of the country's ongoing 
Plenary Council, he told NCR that one major 
takeaway that he would offer to the universal 
church is to realize that synods can be a 
complicated process — and that's OK. 
 
"There's no shortcut once you enter a process 
of serious discernment. It's slow and messy. 
Dictatorship is always quicker and cleaner," 
he said. 
 
"The danger is to lose your nerve, to think it's 
all out of control when it's not," he added. 
"The call is to trust the process and the Holy 
Spirit who stirred the process and sustains it. 
The Spirit is moving in new and unexpected 
ways in the church both here and around the 
world, but 'the still small voice' is hard to hear 
in the midst of all the often contradictory 
voices." 
 

 
Archbishop Mark Coleridge of Brisbane 
celebrates the Eucharist during the opening 
Mass for Brisbane members of the first assembly 
of the Plenary Council in Brisbane, Australia, 
Oct. 3. (CNS/Courtesy of Australian bishops' 
conference) 
 

Francis is likely to offer a similar message 
when on Oct. 9 he addresses synod delegates 
at the Vatican's synod hall and six 
testimonials are offered from different 
continents. The following day, on Oct. 10, 
he will celebrate the synod's opening Mass 
at St. Peter's Basilica. The bishops of every 
diocese around the globe have been asked to 
formally open the process in their home 
dioceses on Oct. 17. 

From the United States, the official 
delegation in Rome will include Los 
Angeles Archbishop José Gomez, president 
of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops; 
Bishop James Checchio of Metuchen, New 
Jersey; Mercy Srs. Marie Mechtild 
Wasserthal and Mary Simone Haakansson; 
and U.S. bishops' conference representatives 
Joanna Kohorst and Richard Coll. 

Their arrival in Rome comes at a time when 
the U.S. church is especially divided over 
issues back at home regarding President Joe 
Biden and whether pro-choice Catholic 
politicians should be denied Communion. 

But for Coleridge, such issues shouldn't 
distract from the synod process. 

"Resist the infiltrations of politics and 
ideology at all costs: there's something 
greater than Solomon here," he advised. 
"Live with the polarizations and rise above 
them, which requires lateral thinking and a 
fresh evangelical imagination à la Pope 
Francis." 

Following this weekend's official launch, the 
synodal process will continue — extending 
beyond the diocesan phase to a national 
phase, followed by a continental phase and 
culminating eventually in fall 2023 in Rome. 

Coleridge's advice to all: "Enjoy the ride: It's 
extraordinary."  
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Christopher White 
Christopher White is the Vatican 
correspondent for NCR. His email address 
is cwhite@ncronline.org. Follow him on 
Twitter: @CWWhiteNCR. 

 

Online course shows 
synodality is about 
the church breaking 

old, bad habits 
11 July 2022 

by Massimo Faggioli 
  

Theology 
 

 
A video begins the introductory lecture by 
Rafael Luciani for the online course "Common 
discernment and decision making in a Synodal 
Church." (NCR photo/Teresa Malcolm) 
 
Even though it's not a new concept in church 
history, synodality is a new term for most 
Catholics, even those who have important 

roles in the Catholic Church. But help is on 
the way. 

Recently, a massive online course on 
synodality has begun: led by Rafael Luciani, 
a Venezuelan layman and professor at both 
the Universidad Católica Andrés Bello in 
Caracas and Boston College's School of 
Theology and Ministry. The title of the 
course is "Common discernment and 
decision making in a Synodal Church" and it 
is hosted on Boston College's website. 

Different experts — lay and clergy, men and 
women — are offering a new set of videos 
on different topics over three weeks. 

Week 1 offers some criteria that will help to 
assess and deepen the theology and practice 
of communal discernment and the building 
of ecclesial consensus. Week 2 focuses on 
decision-making in the church — one of the 
great challenges for a new institutional 
model. Week 3 offers reflections on 
leadership and governance in the church, 
and how many of the changes in the church 
in the third millennium depend on this. 

All the lectures are completely free and will 
be offered in several languages: Spanish, 
English, Portuguese, French and Italian. 
People can follow the course at their own 
pace and watch the videos when it suits 
them. 

The course is sponsored by several different 
ecclesiastical entities, including the Latin 
American and Caribbean Episcopal Council, 
the Council of Bishops' Conferences of 
Europe, the Federation of Asian Bishops' 
Conferences, the International Union of 
Superiors General, the Union of Superiors 
General, the Confederation of Latin 
American Religious, the Union des 
Conférences Européennes de Supérieurs/es 
Majeurs/es, and the Conference of Jesuit 
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Provincials in Latin America and the 
Caribbean. 

 
Rafael Luciani, a member of the theological 
commission of the Vatican's General Secretariat 
of the Synod, delivers a lecture on "Introducing 
Synodality" for the online course "Common 
discernment and decision making in a Synodal 
Church." (NCR screenshot/YouTube/Formación 
Continua Boston College) 
 
Synodality has already brought about for 
this project a global cooperation between 
bishops' conferences, religious orders, and 
experts. 

Luciani is a member of the theological 
commission of the Vatican's General 
Secretariat of the Synod, and is known as 
one of the best interpreters of Pope Francis' 
"theology of the people." Lately, he has 
become one of the go-to experts on 
synodality and not just with his books and 
other publications. 

There is a specific synodal way in which 
Luciani has offered his expertise to the 
global church: by assembling a group of 
experts from many different countries, in 
this course as well as in a recent important 
book published in Italian, Spanish and soon 
also in English. 

Latin America features prominently in the 
massive online course, because of the deep 
experience of the churches of that continent 
with synodal gatherings since Vatican II, but 
this course is not an attempt to impose on 
the global church a Latin American model. 

Rather, it's the attempt to use different, 
already existing, synodal models in different 
parts of the world to create a synodal spirit 
of ecclesial unity in a possible diversity of 
synodal procedures. 

One of the most interesting features of this 
project is the cultural diversity that is 
present in the course, and the implicit 
challenge to live synodality in different 
cultural and ecclesial contexts. It's not just in 
the U.S. or in the West where Catholics 
must deal with highly hierarchical cultures. 

Francis opened the synod on synodality last 
year, and it will culminate in October 2023, 
when hundreds of bishops will gather for 
three weeks in Rome to discuss the issue. 
The time between now and the event in 
Rome is decisive. Synodality is already 
changing the ways in which many are 
experiencing being church. 

The German "Synodal Path" has 
offered some bold proposals for substantial 
change in the institutional life of the church, 
especially concerning ministry and the role 
of women. The second assembly of the 
Plenary Council in Australia is underway. In 
other countries, synodal processes are about 
to start. 

Where national processes of synodal 
consultations have already produced results 
and national reports have been published, 
laypeople continually call for more co-
responsibility and joint decision making in 
the church. Examples abound in France, in 
Spain, in England and Wales, and in India. 

In different historical periods, the culture of 
decision-making in the church has been 
influenced by new media and technology: 
The printing press changing the approach to 
sacred texts and religious authority between 
the Reformation and the Council of Trent; 
anti-liberal political pamphlets and 
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opinionated periodicals in the making of 
papalist ultramontanism leading to the First 
Vatican Council; the mass media, and 
especially television, at the Second Vatican 
Council. 

Therefore, it is not a surprise that in the 21st 
century the internet is playing a role in 
shaping a global Catholic conversation on 
synodality. From Catholic voices on the web 
there is not only vitriol and hate. 

What is surprising, in the sense of 
encouraging, is that this course is making 
experts in different academic disciplines and 
different members of the church meet, in a 
spirit of common learning — practice from 
theory and theory from practice. Synodality 
is also about breaking old, bad habits of self-
referentiality in different kinds of 
clericalism. 

 
Massimo Faggioli 
Massimo Faggioli is professor of theology 
and religious studies at Villanova 
University. Follow him on 
Twitter: @MassimoFaggioli. 
 

Bishops say US mass 
shootings have 

become 'shockingly 
commonplace' 

11 July 2022 
by Catholic News Service 

  
Justice 

 
Jazel Ramos, niece of victim Eduardo Uvalde, 
cries while visiting a memorial site July 6 in 
Highland Park, Illinois, after a mass shooting at 
a Fourth of July parade. (CNS/Reuters/Cheney 
Orr) 
 
WASHINGTON — The July 4 mass 
shooting brought devastation to yet another 
community in the U.S., and such a tragic 
situation "has become shockingly 
commonplace in our country," said the 
chairmen of three committees of the U.S. 
Conference of Catholic Bishops. 

During a Fourth of July parade in the 
Chicago suburb of Highland Park, several 
people died and 30 others were injured when 
a gunman perched on a rooftop fired on 
people lining the parade route. Five people 
died at the scene and two died later in the 
hospital. 

Law enforcement authorities apprehended 
Robert E. Crimo III, 21, some hours after 
the shooting and charged him with seven 
counts of murder July 5. More charges 
against him were expected. 

"One of the many horrors that emerged from 
this shooting was the orphaning of a 2-year-
old boy," the bishops' conference committee 
chairs said in a joint statement July 6. "He 
was found underneath his father, who died 
shielding him from gunfire. Our prayers are 
with this child, and all those who grieve in 
the face of this tragedy." 
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"It seems there are no days of the year when 
our nation is not grieving the latest mass 
shooting. It has not always been this way, 
and it is getting worse," the bishops said. 

"That the Highland Park shooting took place 
on a day when we celebrate all that is good 
about America and America's freedoms is a 
devastating reminder that mass shootings do 
not happen with the same relentless and 
brutal frequency in other places in the 
world," they added. 

The statement was issued by Oklahoma City 
Archbishop Paul Coakley, chairman of the 
Committee on Domestic Justice and Human 
Development; Baltimore Archbishop 
William Lori, chairman of the Committee on 
Pro-Life Activities; and San Francisco 
Archbishop Salvatore Cordileone, chairman 
of the Committee on Laity, Marriage, 
Family Life and Youth. 

"It can be hard to find hope now, though we 
know our hope is in Jesus who is always 
near to us in suffering," the prelates said. 
"We are grateful that Congress recently 
passed its first major gun legislation in 
nearly 30 years." 

On June 25, President Joe Biden signed into 
law major bipartisan gun safety legislation 
passed by Congress. 

Among its provisions, the new law: 

• Expands criminal background checks for 
some gun buyers; 

• Blocks more domestic violence offenders 
from purchasing firearms; 

• Funds programs for local authorities to 
confiscate guns from troubled individuals; 

• Provides $15 billion for mental health 
services and school security measures. 

In a June 23 letter to all members of the 
Senate and House, the three committee 
chairmen — joined by a fourth, Bishop 
Thomas Daly of Spokane, Washington, head 
chairman of the bishops' Committee on 
Catholic Education — endorsed the gun 
safety measure. It was a follow-up letter to a 
June 3 letter endorsing gun safety 
legislation. 

But "in the face of these repeated acts of 
violence," putting into place a new law on 
gun safety "cannot be all we do," the 
bishops said. 

"We call on Catholics, lawmakers, 
community leaders, health care and social 
service providers, law enforcement and 
families to keep pushing for change and 
offer prayers, support and generous 
assistance to victims," they said. 

"For years, the Catholic bishops of the 
United States have supported policies to 
strengthen gun laws, as well as emphasized 
mental health, family, and cultural factors, 
aimed at curbing gun violence," they 
continued. "We support a total ban on 
assault weapons and limitations on civilian 
access to high-capacity weapons and 
ammunition magazines." 

They called it "sobering" to think "that as 
horrible as mass shootings are, they are but a 
sliver of total annual homicides committed 
with guns; and gun homicides, in turn, are 
far outnumbered by gun suicides." 

"May we live to see an America that can 
celebrate its freedoms without orphaning its 
children," the prelates said. "May the pursuit 
of liberty one day be a faithful guardian to 
the pursuit of life. 

"May the light of God's compassion shine 
on us and guide our feet out of darkness and 



the shadow of death, and into the way of 
peace." 

  

 
The Social Justice Ministry of Most Holy 
Rosary Church (1313 A St. Antioch, CA), 
Catholic Charities of the East Bay, and Faith 
in Action East Bay (FIAEB) invite the 
community to an event on the following 
issues 

• Individual consultations on 
immigration matters 

• Criminal record clearance 
• Consultations with the 

Mexican consulate on 
individual matters and the 
services they offer 

• Health insurance registration, 
Cal Fresh (food stamps), and 
various other services 

We are looking forward to seeing you on 
Saturday October 1st at 9am in the parish 
hall of the church. We need 30 volunteers to 
run the event. Please contact us for more 
information about the event or to sign up to 
volunteer with: Patricia Avila (925)305-
5573 or avila.paty2014@gmail.com , Joselin 
Barajas(bilingual) (510)561-7651 or 
joselin@fiaeastbay.org. 
- - -  
 
Como Emma mencionó, nos hizo falta hacer 
unos cambios al mensaje previo que 
mandamos. Aquí está el mensaje que 
creamos para mandarle a los Padres de las 
iglesias que vamos invitar a participar. En 
cuanto tengamos el volante listo se lo 
enviaré.  

El Ministerio de Justicia Social de la Iglesia 
del Santo Rosario, (1313 A St, Antioch, 
CA), Caridades católicas del Este de la 
Bahía (CCEB) y Fe en Acción del Este de la 
Bahia, (FIAEB) invitan a toda la comunidad 
a un evento sobre los siguientes asuntos 

·        Consultas individuales 
sobre asuntos migratorios 
·        Limpieza de 
antecedentes penales 
·        Consultas con el 
consulado de México sobre 
asuntos individuales y los 
servicios que ofrecen 
·        Registro de seguro 
medico, Cal 
Fresh(estampillas de 
comida), y varios servicios 
más 
 

Les esperamos el sábado 1ero de Octubre a 
las 9am en el salón parroquial de la iglesia. 
Necesitamos 30 voluntarios para llevar a 
cabo el evento. Por favor comuniquese con 
nosotros para obtener más información 
sobre el evento o para registrarse como 
voluntario/a con: Patricia Avila (925)305-
5573 o avila.paty2014@gmail.com , Joselin 
Barajas(bilingüe) (510)561-7651 
o joselin@fiaeastbay.org 
 
Tuesday, 12 July  2022 
  
  

Richard Rohr's Daily Meditations 
From the Center for Action and Contemplation 

  

 

  

Week Twenty-Eight: Practice of the Better 
  

The Zealots and the Pharisees  
  

Father Richard expands upon the Center for 
Action and Contemplation’s Third Core 
Principle: “The best criticism of the bad is 
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the practice of the better. Oppositional 
energy only creates more of the same.”  
 
There seem to be two typical ways to avoid 
conversion or transformation, two 
diversionary tactics that we use to avoid 
holding pain: fight and flight.   

“Fight” is what I’ll call the way of Simon 
the Zealot. It describes people who want to 
change, fix, control, and reform other people 
and events. The zealot always looks for the 
political sinner, the unjust one, the 
oppressor, the bad person over there. Zealots 
consider themselves righteous when 
attacking them (whoever they are at a given 
time), hating them, even killing them. When 
they do, they believe they are “doing a holy 
duty for God” (John 16:2).   
Zealots often have good conclusions, but 
their tactics and motives can be filled with 
ego, power, control, and the same 
righteousness they hate in others. They want 
to do something to avoid holding pain until 
it transforms them. Such people present 
Christianity as “a cult of innocence” as 
opposed to a movement for solidarity.   
As long as they are the problem (whoever 
they are), and we keep our focus on 
changing them and correcting them, then we 
can sit in a reasonably comfortable position. 
But it’s a position that the saints call pax 
perniciosa, a dangerous and false peace. It 
feels like peace, but instead is the false 
peace of avoidance, denial, and projection. 
The Peace of the Crucified comes from 
holding the tension.   

This brings us to flight, the second 
diversionary tactic. This is the common path 
of the “Pharisee,” the uninformed, and the 
falsely innocent. Such people deny pain 
altogether and refuse to carry the shadow 
side of anything in themselves or in their 
chosen groups. They allow no uncertainty 
nor ambiguity as they scapegoat and project 

their own wounded side somewhere 
else!  There will be no problems. It is a form 
of narcotic, and at times probably necessary 
to get some people through the day.   

Both fight and flight people are subject to 
hypocrisy, projection, or just plain illusion: 
“We are right; you are wrong. The world is 
divided into black and white, and we alone 
know who is good and who is bad.”   

“Resurrected” people are the ones who have 
found a better way by prayerfully bearing 
witness against injustice and evil—while 
also agreeing compassionately to hold their 
own complicity in that same evil. It is not 
over there—it is here. It is our problem, 
not theirs. The Risen Christ, not 
accidentally, still carries the wounds in his 
hands and side. The question becomes: How 
can I know the greater truth, work through 
the anger, and still be a life-giving 
presence?   
That is the Third Way beyond fight or flight, 
which in a certain sense includes both. It’s 
fighting in a new way from a God-centered 
place within, and fleeing from the quick, 
egocentric response. Only God can hold 
such an act together within us. 
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A pro-life supporter in Washington marches  
Jan. 4, 2020, during the 47th annual March for 
Life. (CNS/Reuters/Kevin Lamarque) 
 
ROME — Following the U.S. Supreme 
Court's June 24 decision 
overturning Roe v. Wade and the 
constitutional right to an 
abortion, multiple statements from Catholic 
bishops and pro-life leaders across the 
country hailed the decision as a "victory" in 
a 50-year-long culture war and an occasion 
for "joy." 

Vatican officials, however, have taken a 
different tone in a series of recent statements 
and interviews — primarily emphasizing 
that opposition to abortion is only one facet 
of the Catholic Church's pro-life stance. 

Their tack seems to follow the lead of Pope 
Francis, who has not minced words in his 
opposition to abortion but has also indicated 
that the church "cannot insist only on issues 
related to abortion," as he put it in his first 
major interview after being elected pontiff in 
2013. 

Theologians and Vatican officials told NCR 
that the differences between American and 
Vatican responses to the high court's June 24 
ruling in Dobbs v. Jackson Women's Health 
Organization reflect different approaches to 
how Catholic leaders navigate one of the 
thorniest policy matters in public life today. 

 
Emilce Cuda, shown in her office at the Vatican, 
is co-secretary of the Vatican's Pontifical 
Commission for Latin America and was recently 
appointed by Pope Francis as a member of the 
Vatican's Pontifical Academy for Life. 
(Courtesy of the Pontifical Commission for 
Latin America) 
 
"Sadly, many Catholics fall into the 
temptation of confusing defense of life with 
defense of ideological positions," 
said Emilce Cuda, an Argentinian theologian 
who is co-secretary of the Vatican's 
Pontifical Commission for Latin America 
and was recently appointed by Francis as a 
member of the Vatican's Pontifical Academy 
for Life. 

"Human dignity is non-negotiable," she told 
NCR, adding that it cannot be limited to just 
issues of abortion or euthanasia, but must 
also include the "'in between' issues." 

In a Vatican News editorial responding to 
the Dobbs decision, Andrea Tornielli, 
editorial director of the Vatican's Dicastery 
for Communication, wrote that "being for 
life, always" must include concern for issues 
beyond abortion. Tornielli included concern 
for maternal mortality, paid parental leave 
and combating gun violence, among other 
issues. 

Similarly, in its official response, the head 
of the Pontifical Academy for Life, 
Archbishop Vincenzo Paglia, said in a 
statement that being in favor of life includes 
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"ensuring adequate sexual education, 
guaranteeing health care [is] accessible to all 
and preparing legislative measures to protect 
the family and motherhood, overcoming 
existing inequalities." 

In a follow-up interview, Paglia told 
NCR that being pro-life must also include 
reducing access to guns and ending the 
death penalty. 

 
Archbishop Vincenzo Paglia, president of the 
Pontifical Academy for Life, is pictured in a file 
photo during a Vatican news conference Jan. 15, 
2019. (CNS photo/Paul Haring) 
 
Cuda said that focusing on the "in between" 
issues is one reason Francis appointed her to 
the pontifical academy. She said the pontiff 
wants to make clear that the defense of life 
is not limited to just "the moment[s] of 
gestation and death" but issues beyond the 
realm of bioethics, including combating a 
range of social injustices. 

The concern for an expansive set of issues, 
she added, is why the Vatican's response to 
the Court's overturning of Roe is meant to 
strike a more dialogical tone and emphasize 
that Catholics must champion a range of 
issues under the banner of what it means to 
be "pro-life." 

Kim Daniels, co-director of Georgetown 
University’s Initiative on Catholic Social 
Thought and Public Life, said the Vatican's 
response to the Dobbs decision "tracks Pope 

Francis’ approach throughout his 
pontificate." 

Daniels, who is also a member of the 
Vatican's Dicastery for Communications, 
said that the pope's approach includes 
"reinforcing that all human beings have an 
inviolable dignity, including unborn 
children; resisting ideological blinders by 
recognizing that issues of life and human 
dignity are all interconnected; and calling 
for solidarity with the vulnerable, including 
public policies that promote social and 
material support for women and children in 
need." 

Francis wrote in his 2016 apostolic 
exhortation, Gaudete et Exsultate, for 
example, that: "Our defense of the innocent 
unborn, for example, needs to be clear, firm 
and passionate, for at stake is the dignity of 
a human life, which is always sacred and 
demands love for each person, regardless of 
his or her stage of development." 

"Equally sacred," he continued, "however, 
are the lives of the poor, those already born, 
the destitute, the abandoned and the 
underprivileged, the vulnerable infirm and 
elderly exposed to covert euthanasia, the 
victims of human trafficking, new forms of 
slavery, and every form of rejection." 

 
U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops leaders 
pray during their 2019 fall general assembly in 
Baltimore. At that meeting, the majority of 
bishops voted for language in the document 
"Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship" 
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that makes abortion the church's "preeminent 
priority." Pictured, from left, are Archbishop 
Jose H. Gomez of Los Angeles, Cardinal Daniel 
N. DiNardo of Galveston-Houston and Msgr. J. 
Brian Bransfield. (CNS/Bob Roller) 
 
By contrast, in a controversial 2019 vote, the 
U.S. bishops declared combating abortion to 
be their "preeminent priority" in public 
policy concerns. 

Therese Lysaught, a professor at the 
Neiswanger Institute for Bioethics and 
Health Policy at Loyola University Chicago 
and a corresponding member of the 
Pontifical Academy for Life, said that U.S. 
bishops' conference statement in response 
to Dobbs reflected the way life issues were 
approached under Pope John Paul II, rather 
than Francis. 

She said that John Paul's 1995 
encyclical Evangelium Vitae "advances a 
deeply polarized ideology of the 'culture of 
death' against which Catholics must fight by 
obeying the moral law or, better, changing 
the civil law." 

"Although John Paul II wrote important 
social encyclicals, 'life' issues remained 
siloed from 'social' issues under his 
pontificate and were reduced to a few topics 
— almost exclusively abortion, euthanasia, 
and issues related to sexuality — framed 
almost entirely in the language of 
commandments, laws and absolutes," 
Lysaught told NCR. 

"Pope Francis' tone has been very different," 
she continued. 

"He has tried to redirect the church’s 
attention from an obsessive focus on law," 
she observed, and "has consistently shown 
how the distinction between 'life' issues and 
'social' issues is a false distinction." 

As evidence of this, Cuda highlighted the 
pontifical academy's new publication of a 
major anthology, Theological Ethics of Life, 
which she said is meant to illustrate this 
renewed approach to life issues that is "not a 
matter of taking fundamentalist positions, 
loaded with ideology, but of opening the 
debate within the community of moral 
theologians to think of a theological ethics 
that respects the human condition." 
 

'Sadly, many Catholics fall into the 
temptation of confusing defense of life with 

defense of ideological positions.' 
—Emilce Cuda 

 
Similarly, Lysaught said that under Francis, 
the church is seeking to be a "healing 
presence amidst the messy realities of the 
world" rather than engaging polarizing 
issues as part of a culture war. 
In the aftermath of the Dobbs decision, 
Lysaught said, statements coming from 
Vatican officials "strike a tone of 
carefulness and prudence regarding the 
ambiguities and complexities of the issue" 
of abortion. She said they "reiterate Pope 
Francis’ clear and consistent statements on 
the morality of abortion while situating it 
within a broader spectrum of life issues, 
emphasizing the need for fundamental 
socioeconomic changes, and foregrounding 
the need for dialogue aimed at social 
healing." 

Lysaught characterized the U.S. 
bishops' statement after the Dobbs decision 
as treating those wider commitments as an 
"afterthought … buried in one sentence in 
the penultimate paragraph." 

"The [bishops'] statement triumphs the 
victory of one side of an ideologically 
polarized issue, continuing that 
polarization," she added, saying that after a 
decade of the Francis papacy, many U.S. 
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church leaders have failed to embrace his 
vision. 

Said Daniels: "This is a challenging 
moment." 

"Pope Francis’ approach," Daniels 
continued, "offers a model for how Catholic 
and other pro-life leaders can rise to the 
challenge: by moving past politics as usual, 
witnessing to a consistent ethic of life, and 
making solidarity with women and children 
in need a defining priority." 

 
Christopher White 
Christopher White is the Vatican 
correspondent for NCR. His email address 
is cwhite@ncronline.org. Follow him on 
Twitter: @CWWhiteNCR. 
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Death penalty protesters are seen outside the 
U.S. Supreme Court building in Washington 
Oct. 13, 2021. With Roe v. Wade overturned, 
the president of the Pontifical Academy for Life, 
urges Catholics to continue fighting to protect 
life in all its forms, which includes advocating 
for tighter gun laws and ending the death 
penalty. (CNS/Reuters/Jonathan Ernst) 
 
ROME — After the U.S. Supreme Court 
overturned Roe v. Wade, the Vatican's top 
pro-life official is urging Catholics to fight 
now to make access to guns "as complicated 
and rare as possible." 

Italian Archbishop Vincenzo Paglia, 
president of the Pontifical Academy for 
Life, said Catholics must continue fighting 
to protect life in all its forms, which includes 
advocating for tighter gun laws and against 
the death penalty. 

"Having too many guns at hand is a grave 
threat to life," Paglia said in a June 27 
interview in his Vatican office, adding: "We 
need to fight so that the death penalty may 
be abolished together with abortion." 

Paglia, whose academy researches and 
promotes the Catholic Church's pro-life 
ethic, added that Catholics must work so 
"that the lives of the disabled, of 
immigrants, be protected and guarded, 
because every human life is precious before 
God and before human beings." 
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Archbishop Vincenzo Paglia, president of the 
Pontifical Academy for Life, pictured here in a 
Jan. 15, 2019, file photo, urges American 
Catholics to shift their pro-life efforts to issues 
including gun control and ending the death 
penalty. (CNS/Paul Haring) 
 
The comments signal hope in Rome that 
American Catholics will begin to shift the 
aims of their social advocacy after the Court 
released its June 24 ruling 
in Dobbs v. Jackson Women's Health 
Organization, which abolished federal 
protections for abortion rights and 
effectively returned the issue to state 
legislatures. Abortion is now expected to be 
illegal or severely limited in about half of 
the 50 states. 

While Pope Francis has been clear in 
condemning abortion on numerous 
occasions, the Vatican has repeatedly 
pushed for a pro-life message that extends to 
other life-related issues beyond solely 
ending abortion, which has been a focus for 
the American church. 

"The conversation should be directed this 
way, and Pope Francis is a reference point 
for everyone," Paglia said. 

Among those concerns are weakening 
families and a lack of proper care for the 
elderly in society, a topic that has inspired 
the pope's current catechesis series on old 
age, which the pontiff delivers in his weekly 
audiences in St. Peter's Square. 

'I know it's very hard, but a constructive 
dialogue is essential.' 

— Archbishop Vincenzo Paglia 
  

In a June 24 statement published in light of 
the Supreme Court's decision, the Pontifical 
Academy for Life had also emphasized the 
need for "solid assistance to mothers, 
couples, and the unborn child that involved 
the whole community, encouraging the 
possibility for mothers in difficulty to carry 
on with the pregnancy and to entrust the 
child to those who can guarantee the child's 
growth" after the Supreme Court overturned 
Roe. 
In the interview, Paglia said that after Roe, 
society has an increased responsibility to 
"protect the rights of women, their desire for 
motherhood, and to promote the conditions 
to allow for that." Catholics in particular, he 
said, must work "to overcome the sometimes 
very serious inequalities and injustices, that 
favor the choice of abortion," and help 
create the conditions for women who want 
to have a child to carry their pregnancies to 
term. 

He also called for proper sexual education 
that teaches each person to live out their 
sexuality "with the awareness of its 
implications." 

The archbishop also urged Catholics to help 
form a society where "every will for 
abortion may be transformed into a possible 
desire for pregnancy." 

While Catholics played a significant role in 
the effort that ultimately resulted in the fall 
of Roe (five of the six justices who voted in 
favor of Dobbs are Catholic), Paglia asked 
those celebrating the decision to not 
completely shut themselves off from those 
on the other side. 

"The fact that the ruling has created such a 
strong debate indicates that it is about an 



issue that deeply touches people's 
consciences and the social fabric," he said, 
"one must return to the subject as calm and 
peacefully as possible. I know it's very hard, 
but a constructive dialogue is essential." 

The archbishop said the post-Roe era in the 
United States is an inflection point for the 
pro-life movement worldwide: a test as to 
whether the enthusiasm that the American 
church applied to restricting abortion will 
also carry over to other urgent pro-life 
matters, such as gun control and caring for 
migrants. 

"If we don't defend every life, and we don't 
defend it in all of its expressions, I don't 
think we will be credible," said Paglia, "and 
the world needs credibility from those who 
love life and defend it." 

 
Justin McLellan 
Justin McLellan is an Ecuadorian American 
journalist based in Rome with the TV news 
agency Rome Reports. He holds a bachelor's 
degree in philosophy and theology from the 
University of Notre Dame. 
 

Catholics must 
stand against 

Supreme Court's 
anti-life climate 

ruling 

12 July 2022 
by John T. Pawlikowski 

  
Spirituality 

 

 
Flowers are seen in front of the headquarters of 
the Environmental Protection Agency May 10 in 
Washington. (CNS/Reuters/Andrew Kelly) 
 
The recent ruling by the U.S. Supreme Court 
severely restricting the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency from regulating pollution 
from power plants places a match under the 
vision laid out by Pope Francis in his 2015 
encyclical "Laudato Si', on Care for Our 
Common Home." The West 
Virginia v. Environmental Protection 
Agency decision delivered June 30 also 
severely undercuts important efforts to limit 
the rise in global temperature to 1.5 degrees 
Celsius, a threshold noted by scientists as 
necessary to avoid the worst effects of 
climate change. 

In light of the vision of Laudato Si', the 
Catholic community of the United States 
must take a firm, public stance against this 
anti-life Supreme Court decision. Hopefully 
the U.S. Catholic bishops will assume a 
leadership role in this regard. Such an effort 
must go beyond simple words. It needs to 
include concrete action such as promotion of 
the Laudato Si' Movement's efforts to 
increase divestment from fossil fuels. This 
initiative has the support of Francis and has 
shown signs of success as some $1.25 

https://www.ncronline.org/authors/justin-mclellan
https://www.ncronline.org/authors/john-t-pawlikowski
https://www.ncronline.org/earthbeat/spirituality
https://www.ncronline.org/node/209571
https://www.ncronline.org/authors/justin-mclellan


billion has been divested by religious 
institutions on a global level. 

Any pro-life orientation in Catholicism, if it 
is to be authentic, must include ecological 
destruction through the reliance on fossil 
fuels as a central concern. The late Cardinal 
Joseph Bernardin's "seamless garment" 
(which seems to be behind the Vatican's 
official response to the U.S. Supreme 
Court's ruling on Roe v. Wade) merits a 
second look in this regard. 

Ecological destruction today has a complex 
parentage. But among its major causes, 
pollution of our air and water through 
carbon emissions is significant. Since the 
United States resides at the top of the list of 
carbon emitting nations, this Supreme Court 
decision will impact global society as a 
whole. Climate destruction, when we 
calculate its overall impact, may in effect 
pose the greatest challenge to life both for 
the human community as well as the rest of 
creation. Its impact via flooding, excessive 
heat, famine due to drought and other 
climate-induced weather events is already 
killing people and may do so to an ever-
increasing degree. Many island nations and 
coastal communities may partially or wholly 
disappear. 

Two important Catholic organizations 
committed to care for creation promptly 
responded to the Supreme Court's decision 
on the EPA's authority regarding fossil fuel 
emissions. 

 
A train carries coal Aug. 21, 2014, near 
Ravenna, Kentucky. The Supreme Court ruled 
June 30 to limit the Environmental Protection 
Agency’s ability to regulate carbon emissions 
from power plants. (CNS/Tyler Orsburn) 
 
The international Laudato Si' Movement 
protested the decision and expressed fears 
that it would open the doors to the transfer 
of a million barrels a day of tar sands from 
Canada to the United States, which may 
result in spills that would prove highly 
destructive, if not catastrophic, for 
farmlands, water supplies and the sacred 
lands of Indigenous peoples whose 
understanding of care of creation remains 
vital to the building of a pro-creational, pro-
life mindset in Catholicism. 

The second Catholic-based organization to 
speak out against the West Virginia decision 
was the Catholic Climate Covenant. In a 
statement, the Covenant's executive director 
Jose Aguto challenged the decision on the 
grounds that it was deeply anti-life given the 
abundant, concrete evidence of the 
destructive impact of carbon emissions on 
the human community and the rest of 
creation. 

The Catholic community in the United 
States and globally needs to take these 
critiques with utmost seriousness. The 
Supreme Court's stance will give new life to 
the dying fossil fuel industry at a time when 
it should be laid to rest permanently. In light 
of the irresponsible decision by the Supreme 
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Court, it is now incumbent on the Catholic 
community to pursue paths of carbon 
mitigation. 

In the spirit of Laudato Si', Francis has 
worked tirelessly — publicly and privately 
— to scale back global pollution caused by 
our still heavy reliance on fossil fuels for 
basic energy needs. He has met numerous 
times with the leadership of global energy 
companies to urge them to reduce 
dependence on fossil fuels. He has 
championed investment in green energy 
alternatives as a replacement for fossil fuels 
in pursuit of a global green economy along 
the lines laid out in a proposal 
commissioned by the European Union, 
which has gained provisional approval from 
most of the EU's member states, with the so-
called "Catholic Polish government" being a 
major dissident. 

This energetic effort by Francis has shown a 
modicum of success as important CEOs 
have pledged to work toward the curbing 
and eventual elimination of carbon fuels. 
Global corporations taking steps in this 
direction are well ahead of the political 
forces in the United States in the effort to 
end dependence on fossil fuels. 

In pursuit of the goal of incorporating 
climate responsibility into the fundamental 
template of Catholic identity, we can 
cultivate personal and institutional 
awareness of the proposed United Nations 
resolution of the right of every person to a 
sustainable and healthy environment. This 
resolution, initiated by the U.N.'s Human 
Rights Council, is likely to come before the 
U.N. General Assembly this summer. Five 
nations are the core sponsors of the 
resolution: Switzerland, Morocco, the 
Maldives, Costa Rica and Slovenia. It is 
expected to pass by an overwhelming vote 
but questions remain about the posture of 

certain key countries such as the United 
States and China. 

There is a history of State Department 
lawyers blocking the U.S. government from 
signing such resolutions, even though they 
are not legally binding, on the grounds that 
they can open the door to lawsuits against 
the U.S. government. Religious 
nongovernmental organizations plan to 
lobby the Biden administration to add its 
signature to the resolution. The Parliament 
of the World's Religions is actively 
promoting a positive response, and they 
have the support of Francis, who has 
endorsed the idea of such a resolution in a 
message to the Council of Europe. 

Taking seriously the pope's call for 
"ecological conversion" as the heart and soul 
of a Catholic creational spirituality can 
provide a necessary comprehensive 
foundation for specific actions. By and large 
such conversion has not happened. 
Ecological responsibility remains at the 
fringes of Catholic consciousness and 
spirituality, even among many in the 
Vatican II-oriented parts of contemporary 
Catholicism. 

Catholics must mobilize against the decision 
by a majority of the Supreme Court's 
justices. Despite the Catholic heritage of 
most, they have chosen a path of creational 
destruction rather than a path of creational 
enhancement. 

John T. Pawlikowski 
Servite Fr. John T. Pawlikowski is professor 
emeritus of social ethics at Catholic 
Theological Union in Chicago; he is a 
member of the joint Parliament of the 
World's Religions-Vatican Dicastery for 
Promoting Integral Human Development 
working group on climate change. 
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Week Twenty-Eight: Practice of the Better 
  

God’s Shalom and Racial Justice 
  

Osheta Moore is a pastor and peacemaker 
committed to following the nonviolent path 
of Jesus in her work for racial justice.  
 
I’ve spent the last decade calling in the 
peacemakers to view their peacemaking in 
light of the Hebraic concept of shalom. I 
define it as God’s dream for the world as it 
should be, nothing missing, nothing broken, 
everything made whole. Because shalom is 
God’s dream and God is love, our shalom 
practices must be rooted in love. Therefore, 
I’ve invited peacemakers to resist 
peacemaking that is rooted in anxiety and to 
choose peacemaking out of a posture of 
love. When love enters the equation, 
everything changes. We begin to ask 
ourselves what we’re for instead of what 
we’re against.    

Moore makes a distinction between 
“keeping the peace,” which often allows 
injustice to flourish, and actively “making 
peace”:   

The call to be an anti-racism peacemaker is 
not easy, because the shalom of God does 
not come easy. This kind of peace that lasts 
was shown to us in Jesus’ life, ministry, 
death, and resurrection, and then we as 
peacemakers are called to live it out. 
Anything that does not require us to 
sacrifice for each other is another form of 
peacekeeping, not peacemaking. I’m 

interested in dismantling white supremacy in 
order to build up something better for you 
and for me. I’m interested in the 
peacemaking North Star of the Beloved 
Community . . . that holds us accountable to 
be in right relatedness to each other and 
create an environment where we can all 
thrive.   
The whole of Jesus’ ministry was to 
establish a community so convinced of their 
Belovedness to God that they proclaim the 
Belovedness of others. [Richard: 
Chosenness is for the sake of letting all 
others know they are chosen too!] 
Belovedness is a massive act of owning and 
accepting your humanness as a gift from a 
God who deeply loves you. As we adjust our 
thinking of this work as rehumanizing those 
who have been dehumanized, Belovedness 
is essential in our anti-racism peacemaking. 
Which is why nonviolence in thought, word, 
and deed is a pillar in my anti-racism work. . 
. .   
 
This is the way of the Beloved Community:  

       Claim your Belovedness: love God, 
love self.   

       Then proclaim it: love others, love the 
world. . . . 

 
The Student Nonviolent Coordinating 
Committee (SNCC) was the primary way 
students joined the civil rights movement 
and learned how to practice its nonviolent 
technique. In 1962, at a staff meeting they 
reaffirmed their commitment to nonviolence 
by describing it this way, “Love [is] the 
central motif of nonviolence,” the “force by 
which God binds man to himself and man to 
man.” [1] . . .   

Daily I tell myself this when I choose to 
engage with anti-racism peacemaking work 
from a nonviolent, peacemaking posture:   



I, a Black Peacemaker, am Beloved, and 
you, a White Peacemaker, are Beloved, and 
we belong to each other. . . .   
Everything else will disappoint and 
overwhelm, but the love of God owned and 
reflected is the living water we need along 
the journey.   

On Communion for 
politicians, pope 

reiterates: Bishops 
should be pastoral 

Jul 12, 2022 
by Junno Arocho Esteves, 

 Catholic News Service 
  

Vatican 
 

 
Pope Francis speaks in an interview with the 
Spanish-language TV network, Univision, in 
this still frame from video at the Vatican July 
11. (CNS/Courtesy of Televisa Univision) 
 
VATICAN CITY — U.S. President Joe 
Biden should consult with his bishop or 
parish priest about his stance on 
abortion, Pope Francis said, adding that 
the primary concern of bishops should be 
pastoral care. 

In an interview that aired in the United 
States July 11 on Univision, the Spanish-
language network, the pope was asked 

his opinion about President Biden's 
continuing support for abortion. 

"I leave it to his conscience and that he 
speaks to his bishop, his pastor, his 
parish priest about that inconsistency," 
he said. 

However, repeating what he has said 
before about bishops declaring a 
politician unfit to receive Communion, 
Pope Francis said bishops must focus on 
the pastoral care of their people rather 
than on public condemnation. 

"When a shepherd leaves pastoral care 
aside, or does not have a mature pastoral 
care, it creates a political problem. That 
is where all the confusion lies," the pope 
said. 

The pope was also asked about House 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi's recent visit to 
Rome and her reportedly receiving 
Communion at Mass in St. Peter's 
Basilica despite being barred from 
receiving in her home Archdiocese of 
San Francisco. 

In May, Archbishop Salvatore 
Cordileone of San Francisco declared 
that Pelosi was not "to be admitted" to 
Communion unless and until she 
publicly repudiates "support for abortion 
'rights' " and goes to confession and 
receives absolution "for her cooperation 
in this evil." 

When asked why Pelosi was allowed to 
receive Communion at the Vatican, the 
pope noted that she continues to receive 
the Eucharist in Washington, D.C., as 
well. 
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"The pastoral situation is not clearly 
explained," he said. "And I would say 
what I said at the beginning: When the 
pastoral dimension is lost, it creates a 
political problem. And it is not easy. But 
for me that is the great answer: When the 
pastoral dimension is lost, it creates a 
political problem." 

Pope Francis also spoke about gun 
violence and the growing trend of mass 
shootings in the United States, 
particularly the most recent shootings in 
Uvalde, Texas, and Highland Park, 
Illinois. 

The phenomenon of mass shootings "is a 
grave social problem," he said, and it 
would be important to look into the 
"aggressiveness" of those who "opt to 
destroy and not build." 

"What is happening in the education of 
these people, what is happening in their 
way of life, what is happening in their 
personal history of human psychological 
development that makes these people go 
on attacking and destroying?" the pope 
asked. 

When asked whether guns or the devil 
were at fault for such violence, the pope 
said that "a war of this kind is certainly 
never inspired by the Holy Spirit" 
because the desire "to destroy humanity 
itself is something diabolical." 

Nevertheless, the pope said the solution 
to preventing mass shootings cannot be 
achieved by "looking at the effects; we 
must look at the causes." 

"Why are there young people who are so 
unsatisfied that they can feel fulfilled 

only by destroying. And even in the most 
recent shootings that have occurred all 
over, they [the shooters] have said, 'I had 
to do it,' " he said. 

The world, he added, "is becoming more 
and more aggressive" due to the current 
climate of war and the selling of 
weapons. 

"In the United States, that is one of the 
problems that is concerning the 
authorities: how to monitor, how to 
regulate the sale of weapons. That is 
what provokes this life of aggression. It 
does us no good and it destroys," the 
pope said. 

Pope Francis also addressed rumors 
about his possible retirement, rumors that 
grew after the Vatican announced that in 
late August, he plans to visit the burial 
place of Pope Celestine V, the first pope 
to resign. 

Once again, the pope confirmed that "I 
have never thought about retiring, even 
to this day." 

"Truly, in this moment, I don't feel that 
the Lord is asking me" to retire, he said. 
"When I feel that he asks me, then yes. 
The knee problem did scare me, in the 
sense that I had to start thinking a bit 
about my future. Thank God it is getting 
better." 

However, the pope said that if he were to 
retire, he would not stay at the Vatican 
nor go back to his native Argentina. 

"No. I am a bishop of Rome. In that case, 
I would be the emeritus bishop of 
Rome," he said. 



 
Pope Francis speaks in an interview with 
Univision journalists Maria Antonietta Collins 
and Valentina Alazraki in this still frame from 
video at the Vatican July 11. The pope spoke to 
the Spanish-language TV network about U.S. 
President Joe Biden's support of abortion, about 
gun violence in the United States and about his 
tentative post-retirement plans — if the time 
comes. (CNS/Courtesy of Televisa Univision) 
 
"Would you go to St. John Lateran?" 
asked Mexican journalist Valentina 
Alazraki. "Perhaps. I would go to a 
church and do confessions," he replied. 

The pope explained that before his 
election in 2013, he had made plans to 
retire as archbishop of Buenos Aires at 
the end of the year and had already 
chosen a room at a retirement home for 
priests in the city. 

The residence, he said, was five blocks 
from a parish, "my parish — where I 
would go to as a child — and there are a 
lot of confessions. And it was half a 
block away from a big hospital," he said. 

"Between doing confessions there [at the 
parish] and visiting the sick, that's where 
I saw my apostolate, my work; to be at 
the service of people where needed," 
Pope Francis added. "If I survive, I 
would like something like that." 

Reminded that he had been wrong when 
he'd said he expected to have a short 
pontificate, the pope replied, "The same 
thing used to happen to me whenever I 
bought a lottery ticket!" 
 

Pope Francis names 
three women to 

Vatican office that 
recommends new 

bishops 
13 July 2022 

by Christopher White 
  

Vatican 
 

 
Pope Francis looks on as Cardinal Marc Ouellet, 
prefect of the Congregation for Bishops, speaks 
at the start of a symposium on priesthood at the 
Vatican Feb. 17. (CNS/Paul Haring) 
 
ROME — Pope Francis on July 13 
appointed three women to the Vatican's 
Dicastery for Bishops, fulfilling a pledge he 
made earlier this month that for the first time 
in the office's history, women would be 
granted a voice in the department tasked 
with advising the pontiff on which Catholic 
priests to appoint as bishops across the 
world.  
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Two religious sisters (Italian and French) 
and an Argentine laywoman were among the 
names published in the Vatican's daily 
bulletin announcing the new membership of 
the dicastery, which also includes 10 
bishops and one priest.  

The three women include Franciscan Sister 
of the Eucharist Raffaella Petrini, the current 
secretary general of the Governorate of 
Vatican City State; Sr. Yvonne Reungoat, 
former superior general of the Daughters of 
Mary Help of Christians; and Maria Lia 
Zervino, president of the World Union of 
Catholic Women's Organizations. 

As members, the women will be expected to 
come to Rome roughly twice a month for 
meetings of the dicastery, at which the 
members and dicastery officials consider 
priests that the pope might appoint as 
bishops. 

In an open letter published last year, Zervino 
encouraged the pope to expand roles for 
women's leadership in the church's 
predominantly all-male institutional 
structures. 

"As a woman I feel that something is due to 
us," she wrote in March 2021. "I think that 
not enough has been done in taking 
advantage of the wealth of women who 
make up a large part of God's people." 

"The suitability of women has been 
demonstrated in civil society, in the 
economy, in health, in education, in caring 
for the planet, in the defense of human rights 
and in many other fields, of course, as well 
as in the family and catechesis," she 
continued. "May the desire expressed by 
you, that women enter decision-making 
groups together with men, cease to be 
considered a utopia and become something 
common in the Church." 

In 2019, Reungoat was also named as a full 
member of the Dicastery for Institutes of 
Consecrated Life and Societies of Apostolic 
Life. Prior to then, all of the members of that 
dicastery had all been priests and bishops. 
Petrini, as the number two in the 
Governorate of Vatican City State, is 
currently responsible for overseeing the 
administrative operations of the world's 
smallest state, which includes the Vatican 
museums, post office and police.  

The other new members of the influential 
Vatican body include: 

• Cardinal Anders Arborelius of Stockholm, 
Sweden;  

• Archbishop Jose Advincula of Manila, 
Philippines; 

• Cardinal José Tolentino de Mendonça, head 
of the Vatican archives;  

• Cardinal Mario Grech, secretary-general of 
the Synod of Bishops;  

• Cardinal-designate Arthur Roche, prefect of 
the Dicastery for Divine Worship and the 
Discipline of the Sacraments; 

• Cardinal-designate Lazzaro You Heung-sik, 
prefect of the Dicastery for Clergy; 

• Cardinal-designate Jean-Marc Aveline of 
Marseille, France; 

• Cardinal-designate Oscar Cantoni of Como, 
Italy; 

• Archbishop Dražen Kutleša of Split-
Makarska, Croatia; 

• Archbishop Paul Tighe, secretary of the 
former Pontifical Council for Culture;  

• Fr. Donato Ogliari, Italian abbot and 
apostolic administrator of Montecassino, 
Italy.  
The Dicastery for Bishops is currently led 
by Canadian Cardinal Marc Ouellet. The 78-
year old cardinal is likely facing the end of 
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his mandate in office, having served beyond 
two five-year terms as head of a curial 
department.  

The Dicastery for Bishops is one of several 
Vatican offices that are expected to receive 
new leaders as part of the implementation of 
the Vatican's new constitution, which took 
effect June 5.  

Francis' decision to include women in the 
membership of one of the Vatican's most 
influential departments comes on the heels 
of his appointments of three religious sisters 
to high-ranking posts inside three prominent 
Vatican offices and the appointment of lay 
Argentinian theologian Emilce Cuda as the 
co-secretary of the Pontifical Commission 
for Latin America, all within the last year. 

In an interview earlier this month with 
Reuters, Francis signaled the new 
appointments, saying, "I am open to giving 
[women] an opportunity." 

 
Christopher White 
Christopher White is the Vatican 
correspondent for NCR. His email address 
is cwhite@ncronline.org. Follow him on 
Twitter: @CWWhiteNCR. 
 
 
 

Humanity has 'moral 
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climate change, pope 
says 
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Catholic News Service 

  

 
Clouds gather but produce no rain as cracks are 
seen in the dried-up municipal dam in drought-
stricken Graaff-Reinet, South Africa, Nov.14, 
2019. In a July 13, 2022, message to participants 
of a Vatican conference on climate change, Pope 
Francis said humanity has a "moral obligation" 
to protect the environment and combat climate 
change. (CNS/Reuters/Mike Hutchings) 
 
VATICAN CITY — The care of the 
environment and the fight against climate 
change is not a lofty goal for humanity but a 
moral imperative, Pope Francis said. 

The worsening climate crisis can no longer 
be ignored, and it is up to all human beings, 
who were entrusted by God as "stewards of 
his gift of his creation," to act, the pope said 
in a message July 13 to participants at a 
Vatican conference on climate change. 

"Care for our common home, even apart 
from considerations of the effects of climate 
change, is not simply a utilitarian endeavor 
but a moral obligation for all men and 
women as children of God," the pope said. 
"With this in mind, each of us must ask: 
'What kind of world do we want for 
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ourselves and for those who will come after 
us?'" 

The July 13–14 conference, titled 
"Resilience of People and Ecosystems under 
Climate Stress," was sponsored by the 
Pontifical Academy of Sciences. 

According to the academy's website, the 
conference aimed to "bring researchers, 
policymakers and faith leaders together to 
understand the scientific and societal 
challenges of climate change and develop 
solutions for enabling resilient people and 
resilient ecosystems." 

In his message, the pope said climate change 
has reached a state of emergency that not 
only reshapes "industrial and agricultural 
systems" but also negatively affects "the 
global human family, especially the poor 
and those living on the economic peripheries 
of our world." 

"Nowadays we are facing two challenges: 
lessening climate risks by reducing 
emissions and assisting and enabling people 
to adapt to progressively worsening changes 
to the climate," he said. "These challenges 
call us to think of a multi-dimensional 
approach to protecting both individuals and 
our planet." 

Citing his 2015 encyclical "Laudato Si', on 
Care for Our Common Home," the pope said 
addressing the climate crisis requires an 
"ecological conversion" marked by a 
"change of mentality and a commitment to 
work for the resilience of people and the 
ecosystems in which they live." 

This conversion, he added, "has three 
important spiritual elements." 

"The first entails gratitude for God's loving 
and generous gift of creation. The second 
calls for acknowledging that we are joined 

in a universal communion with one another 
and with the rest of the world's creatures. 
The third involves addressing environmental 
problems not as isolated individuals but in 
solidarity as a community," the pope wrote. 

Religious, political, social and cultural 
leaders, he said, must work together to form 
"courageous, cooperative and farsighted 
efforts" to address the current crisis, 
including reducing emissions and providing 
technological assistance to poorer nations. 

Leaders also must ensure "access to clean 
energy and drinkable water," commit to 
sustainable development and promote "sober 
lifestyles aimed at preserving the world's 
natural resources and the provision of 
education and health care to the poorest and 
most vulnerable of the global population." 

The pope also expressed concerns that the 
loss of biodiversity as well as wars in 
various countries around the world will 
"bring with them harmful consequences for 
human survival and well-being, including 
problems of food security and increasing 
pollution." 

"These crises, along with that of the earth's 
climate, show that 'everything is connected' 
and that promoting the long-term common 
good of our planet is essential to genuine 
ecological conversion," he said. 

Pope Francis also said the Vatican's recent 
accession to the Paris Agreement was 
approved in the hope that "humanity at the 
dawn of the 21st century will be 
remembered for having generously 
shouldered its grave responsibilities." 

"In working together, men and women of 
good will can address the scale and 
complexity of the issues that lie before us, 
protect the human family and God's gift of 
creation from climate extremes and foster 



the goods of justice and peace," the pope 
said. 
 

As it was 40 years 
ago, nuclear 

disarmament is our 
only hope for the 

future 
13 July 2022 

by Patrick O'Neill 
  

 
Hundreds of thousands of peaceful 
demonstrators gather in New York's Central 
Park June 12, 1982, for a massive rally 
demanding the abolition of nuclear weapons. 
(AP/Ray Stubblebine) 
 
On June 13, 1982, The New York 
Times reported that on the previous day 
700,000 people had marched from the 
United Nations to Central Park in Manhattan 
as part of the country's largest-ever protest 
calling for an end to the nuclear arms race 
and in support of global nuclear 
disarmament. 

It was 40 years ago, at a time of great Cold 
War tension between the U.S. and the Soviet 
Union. The march was held during the U.N. 
Second Special Session on Disarmament, 

part of an international effort to rid the 
world of weapons of mass destruction. 

The Times story stated: "Asserting that the 
nuclear arms race, while threatening 
mankind with extinction, already damages 
life on the earth, scores of speakers at 
yesterday's disarmament rally sought to 
show how their individual constituencies 
were suffering. 

"There were black and Hispanic leaders 
pointing out the connection between big 
military budgets and reduced social 
programs for the poor, union leaders asking 
for jobs instead of costly weapons, doctors 
voicing concern about current radiation 
levels and mothers worrying about their 
children's future." 

Unfortunately, the points made in that story 
are still applicable today. Ironically, four 
decades later, even after the collapse of the 
Soviet Union, the threat of the use of nuclear 
weapons has never been greater. 

Since the inception of nuclear weapons, U.S. 
officials at the Pentagon, as well as other 
leaders of nuclear-armed nations, have 
argued that the weapons will never be used 
because of the prospect of mutually assured 
destruction (MAD), which asserts that no 
nation would use nuclear weapons because 
any retaliatory response could mean the end 
of the world. MAD basically implies that 
nuclear weapons are props, but nothing 
could be further from the truth. 

The nuclear stakes have been raised due to 
the war being waged between Russia and 
Ukraine. Yes, Russia is the clear aggressor, 
but with the U.S. sending billions of dollars' 
worth of weapons to Ukraine, the tension is 
rising as U.S. weapons are being used 
against Russia, causing much death and 
suffering for all involved. 
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Vladimir Putin has put his nuclear arsenal 
on high alert. And former President Donald 
Trump also threatened the use of nuclear 
weapons against North Korea, also a nuclear 
power. Trump told Kim Jong Un the U.S. 
had a "much bigger and more powerful" 
nuclear button, and he would answer any 
threats "with fire and fury like the world has 
never seen." 

Every day, there are stories published 
addressing heretofore unmentioned topics 
such as "World War III" and the possible 
"limited" use of "tactical" nuclear weapons 
by the Russians. Such considerations should 
be unthinkable in a rational world, but with 
emotions high, and most Americans 
supporting our proxy war with Russia, there 
is the absence of rational thinking here at 
home and in Russia and Ukraine. 

Political pundits are now contemplating the 
unthinkable: If his back is to the wall in 
Ukraine would Putin use nuclear weapons to 
fend off defeat? 

And what would the U.S. response be to 
Russia's use of nuclear weapons? Just 
thinking about such a scenario is gut-
wrenching. In order for MAD to be a viable 
strategy, nuclear weapons can never be 
deployed; those weapons must remain 
unused in perpetuity. 

In a recent post on his Substack, former U.S. 
labor secretary Robert Reich said he had 
thought nuclear powers would "never risk 
war against each other because of the 
certainty of mutually assured destruction." 

"I bought the conventional wisdom that 
nuclear war was unthinkable," Reich wrote. 
"I fear I was wrong." 

In a speech to the crowd on June 12, 1982, 
New York City Council President Carol 
Bellamy welcomed the marchers with an 

omen: ''Look around you for just one 
moment, my friends, at the beauty of New 
York's urban landscape, then consider that 
the detonation of a single one-megaton 
bomb would flatten every building in sight." 

"The flash of white light, the force of the 
fireball, would within seconds char, batter 
and crush every living being within a 9-mile 
radius, the winds spreading radiation and 
fire far beyond," she said. "Paper treaties are 
not enough. We must together leave the 
negotiating table, enter the silos and 
dismantle this weaponry.'' 

Bellamy was correct: Disarmament is our 
only hope. 

 
Patrick O'Neill 
Patrick O'Neill is a longtime contributor to 
NCR. He is a co-founder of the Fr. Charlie 
Mulholland Catholic Worker House, which 
opened in 1991 in Garner, North Carolina. 
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Week Twenty-Eight: Practice of the Better 
  

Starting Small 
  

Episcopal priest Becca Stevens is founder of 
Thistle Farms, a social enterprise run by 
survivors of sexual abuse, trafficking, and 
addiction. We share part of her story:   
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My mother’s example of showing love 
through practical means gave me the 
wherewithal to open a home for women 
survivors of trafficking, prostitution, and 
addiction more than twenty-five years ago in 
Nashville, Tennessee. It was a small house 
for five women. I said: “Come live free for 
two years with no authority living with you. 
Live free.” . . . I figured that’s what I would 
want if I were coming in off the streets or 
out of prison. . . . I did it because sanctuary 
is the most practical ideal of all.  

I wasn’t interested in repackaging charity in 
shiny, new boxes with the latest words. I 
was bored by trendy cause-hawking that left 
me feeling disconnected. I was disillusioned 
by a bifurcated political system that numbs 
compassion. I wanted to do the work of 
healing from the inside out. And that begins 
with a safe home. . . .   

From its humble beginning, Thistle Farms 
now has thirty global partners that employ 
more than 1,600 women. . . . The mission to 
be a global movement for women’s freedom 
is broad and is growing exponentially.   

Rev. Stevens’s mission reminds us of Jesus’ 
parable (Luke 13:18–19) about the kingdom 
of God and a mustard seed’s growth from 
tiny plant to large tree:   

Initially, it seemed a bit ridiculous to me to 
think that by starting a small community, we 
could somehow change the world, but now, 
it seems more ridiculous to me to think that 
somehow the world will change if 
we don’t do something.   

Now, I can see that one loving gesture is 
practically divine. We have to do small 
things and believe a big difference is 
coming. It’s like the miraculous drops of 
water that seep through mountain limestone. 
They gather themselves into springs that 

flow into creeks that merge into rivers that 
find their way to oceans. Our work is to 
envision the drops as oceans. We do our 
small parts and know a powerful ocean of 
love and compassion is downstream. Each 
small gesture can lead to liberation. The 
bravest thing we can do in this world is not 
cling to old ideas or fear of judgment, but 
step out and just do something for love’s 
sake. . . .  
There is no secret formula to experiencing 
the sacred in our lives. It just takes practice 
and practicality. The deep truth of our lives 
and the fullness we are striving for don’t 
happen with someone giving us the code to 
deep knowledge. Meaning and faith are not 
secret things. Sometimes what we need most 
is to remind one another of how the divine is 
all around us, calling us to see and taste it 
for ourselves.  
  

Archbishop Wester 
embarks on the long 

path to end the 
nuclear threat 

14 July 2022 
by Dennis Sadowski,  
Catholic News Service 

  
Justice 
People 

 
Peace activists hold a Catholic prayer service of 
repentance near the White House Aug. 9, 2018, 
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for the use of nuclear weapons on Japan during 
World War II. (CNS/Tyler Orsburn) 
 
Archbishop John Wester of Santa Fe, New 
Mexico, thinks it's time for serious 
conversations about how to achieve nuclear 
disarmament — not just for the United 
States but for all countries of the world. 

And he's trying to initiate such discussions, 
beginning in his own archdiocese, home of 
two national laboratories — Sandia and Los 
Alamos — where nuclear weapon research 
and development continues. 

The archbishop hopes the pastoral letter he 
released in January, "Living in the Light of 
Christ's Peace: A Conversation Toward 
Nuclear Disarmament," can be a starting 
point. 

The document is the most recent and 
perhaps most heartfelt from a U.S. bishop 
seeking to end the nuclear arms race. His 
concern is that after decades in which arms 
control treaties led to reductions in nuclear 
armaments, a new arms race is already 
underway as the U.S. and Russia, the 
world's primary nuclear powers, develop 
new weapons systems. 

"I think we've been lulled into a false sense 
of complacency. I think it's important as the 
archbishop of Santa Fe that I say something, 
that the archdiocese has a seat at the table on 
this discussion, because this is the birthplace 
of the nuclear bomb," Wester told Catholic 
News Service. 

Several occurrences pushed Wester to draft 
the letter. 

In 2017, he visited Japan with other U.S. 
bishops, stopping in the cities of Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki. An estimated 214,000 people 
died in twin atomic blasts days apart in 
August 1945, hastening the end of World 

War II. It was the only time nuclear 
weapons have been used in war. 

Back in Santa Fe weeks later, Wester took 
friends to the Bradbury Science Museum, 
which chronicles the story of the 
development of nuclear weapons at the 
nearby Los Alamos National Laboratory. 

"Seeing the museum and the creation of 
these bombs, it just struck me how here I am 
in the center of all this," Wester said. "I had 
a very somber visit to Japan laid on top of 
this realization of how much we're involved 
then and now in nuclear armament 
production." 

His concern is that in any future nuclear 
exchange, however limited, Earth will never 
be the same and it's likely the planet — and 
virtually all life — will be destroyed. 

Pope Francis also had a role in Wester's 
decision to issue the pastoral letter. 

Throughout his papacy the pope has 
appealed to the world's nine nuclear 
weapons-possessing nations to dismantle 
their arsenals for the good of humanity. In 
2017 the Holy See became the first 
government to sign the Treaty on the 
Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons. The treaty 
entered into force in January 2021. 

 
Archbishop John Wester of Santa Fe, New 
Mexico, is seen in this 2015 file photo. 
(CNS/Bob Roller) 
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But it was the pope's comments during a 
November 2019 visit to Hiroshima that 
stayed with Wester. 

"The use of atomic energy for purposes of 
war is immoral, just as the possessing of 
nuclear weapons is immoral, as I already 
said two years ago," the pope said. "We will 
be judged on this." 

Wester recalled thinking that "the pope is 
right on target and whether people pay 
attention to him or not, I need to echo that 
sentiment." 

The archbishop set out to draft the pastoral 
letter, conferring with nuclear scientists, 
moral theologians, political leaders and 
disarmament advocates. The document 
challenges conventional political thinking 
that possessing nuclear weapons serves as a 
deterrence to potential attacks from other 
nuclear powers. 

In the document, the archbishop describes 
his thoughts and the anguish of realizing 
how the Japanese children ran to the 
windows of their school to see what caused 
the bright flash only to be incinerated within 
seconds by the shock wave from the 
catastrophic nuclear explosion. He also 
recalls his own fears of running home from 
school in his San Francisco neighborhood 
during the 1962 Cuban Missile Crisis while 
scanning the skies for nuclear bombs being 
dropped from Soviet bombers. 

Wester said no child should have to live in 
such fear or face the possibility of nuclear 
annihilation. That's why he wrote his 
pastoral letter, he said. 
 

"My innate belief is if people really talk 
about it seriously and honestly and 

transparently, then they'll see this really is 
untenable." 

He is contemplating his next steps and how 
to use the letter to invite people of faith, 
nuclear scientists, government officials and 
military leaders to embark on the long 
journey to ending the nuclear threat. Among 
them is building a network involving 
parishes in the archdiocese to begin 
discussing alternatives to nuclear warfare. 

"One of the main thrusts of the pastoral is to 
engage and sustain a conversation. It wasn't 
trying to create a debate or an argument. It 
was just trying to say this is an important 
issue. We need to talk about it. However you 
fall on this issue, we need to talk," he 
explained. 

"My innate belief is if people really talk 
about it seriously and honestly and 
transparently, then they'll see this really is 
untenable," he said. 

Wester stressed that he is not calling for 
unilateral disarmament by the U.S. He 
acknowledges there are threats in the world 
and that all nuclear powers must agree to 
disarm together. 

He also recognizes that the nuclear industry 
is worth billions of dollars annually to the 
New Mexico economy. He called for a "just 
transition" of jobs so that people are not 
forced to give up their livelihoods, but can 
begin working to use technology to the 
betterment of humanity. 

"To me, I never thought about how I'm 
going up against Goliath here in New 
Mexico and the big labs and the billions of 
dollars that the federal government gives. I 
just thought this was the right thing to do. I 
didn't really care much about whether it was 
popular or not. I just thought this is the right 
thing to do," he told CNS. 

Some scientists the archbishop has talked 
with already have told him, he said, they are 



in "this work with the idea that they need to 
be there now, but they hope we're moving in 
a trajectory toward eliminating nuclear 
armaments one day." 

Wester believes the church, led by Pope 
Francis, can help achieve that eventual 
outcome. 

He also credited the Catholic Nonviolence 
Initiative, a program of Pax Christi 
International, with helping Catholic leaders 
at the Vatican and people around the world 
understand the importance of nonviolent 
alternatives to conflict. 

Nonviolence, he said, is at the root of the 
teachings of Jesus and he hopes people will 
begin to understand the example Christ 
demonstrated throughout his public life. 

Meanwhile, Wester will continue to share 
the message of his letter in the months 
ahead. 

In the short term, he will deliver the opening 
a keynote address Aug. 5 during Pax Christi 
USA's 50th anniversary conference in 
Arlington, Virginia. He'll follow that with a 
Mass marking the 77th anniversary of the 
atomic bombing of Nagasaki Aug. 9 at the 
Cathedral Basilica of St. Francis of Assisi in 
Santa Fe. The Mass will be followed by a 
panel discussion of interfaith leaders on the 
need for nuclear disarmament. 

His message in both venues, he said, will 
focus on not fighting nor fleeing, "but rather 
to take the third path of giving witness to the 
truth" that Jesus espouses. 

"I'm a pastor, not a nuclear scientist. I'm not 
a politician. I don't really care what party 
you're in." he said. 

"To me it's a moral issue. And a human 
issue." 

Editorial: The new 
gun control law is 

good. Now, let's do an 
assault weapons ban. 

14 July 2022 
by NCR Editorial Staff 

  

 
AR-15 style rifles are displayed for sale at a gun 
store April 12, 2021, in Oceanside, California. 
(CNS/Reuters/Bing Guan) 
 
Last month, President Joe Biden signed the 
first piece of gun control legislation in 
nearly 30 years. The bill contains some 
common sense proposals, such as 
encouraging states to enact "red flag" laws 
and closing the "boyfriend loophole" 
preventing those accused of domestic abuse 
from owning a firearm. It provides increased 
funding for school security and mental 
health programs. 
No senator has been more tenacious on the 
issue than Chris Murphy of Connecticut. In 
his time in the Senate, Murphy, a Democrat, 
has learned that getting 60 votes on an issue 
takes compromise, and compromise requires 
building long-term relationships with 
Republicans who fear retaliation from the 
gun lobby if they support gun control 
measures. 

https://www.ncronline.org/authors/ncr-editorial-staff
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/06/25/us/politics/gun-control-bill-biden.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/06/25/us/politics/gun-control-bill-biden.html


Murphy acknowledged that the new law 
does not go as far as he would like, but he is 
optimistic. "Success begets success," 
Murphy told The Atlantic. "Even if we 
never passed another gun-violence bill, I 
would make the argument that this bill is 
100 percent worth it because it is going to 
make a difference." He added, "But I also 
know that it's a really bad strategy to wait 
until you can get everything you want. 
Because that moment almost never comes." 

We understand the legislative process, and 
we know that you can't get everything in 
Washington. Still, we want more and most 
especially, we want to see an assault 
weapons ban, coupled with a ban on high-
capacity magazines, and with an aggressive 
buyback program. 

In 1994, Congress passed an assault 
weapons ban. The results were mixed, 
according to a 2013 study by the Justice 
Department. Three-quarters of homicides 
were still committed with a firearm, but gun 
violence overall dropped dramatically. 

The late '90s, however, also saw the 
development of high-capacity magazines 
that turned non-assault weapons into killing 
machines. Last time we checked, the Second 
Amendment did not say anything about a 
right to a large-capacity magazine but, then 
again, that amendment didn't say anything 
about an individual right to bear arms until 
the Roberts court said it did in 2008. 

The U.S. bishops' conference issued a 
statement reminding civic leaders that they 
have long supported an assault weapons ban, 
and that they consider gun control a pro-life 
issue. Perhaps their voice will carry some 
weight with conservative Republicans 
willing to stand up to the gun lobby. 

We commend San Antonio Archbishop 
Gustavo García-Siller and Chicago Cardinal 

Blase Cupich for their outspoken responses 
to the mass shootings in their dioceses. They 
rightly led their people in prayer, but they 
also explicitly linked the killings in Uvalde 
and Highland Park to the need for gun 
control legislation. We also applaud Bishop 
Daniel Flores of Brownsville, Texas, 
who has criticized the idolatry of guns in 
U.S. culture. 

Here is a new criticism that might cause 
conservative voters to consider the issue 
differently, and resolve to value the lives 
and dignity of the people slaughtered more 
than they do the golden calf of artillery and 
ammunition. 

The tragedy of the 
hidden war in 

Ethiopia's Tigray 
region 

14 July 2022 
by Sr. Naomi Nkrumah 

  
Social Justice 

 
An 8-year-old girl receives treatment at 
Ethiopia's Dubti Referral Hospital Feb. 24. The 
girl lost her left hand from explosives left near 
her house in the aftermath of fighting between 
the Ethiopian National Defense Force and the 
Tigray People's Liberation Front. 
(CNS/Reuters/Tiksa Negeri) 
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The Sisters of St. Louis established a 
mission in Dawhan in the Tigray region of 
Ethiopia in 2013. Home to about 6 
million ethnic Tigrayans, the Tigray region 
is the northernmost region of Ethiopia, with 
Eritrea to the north and Sudan to the west. 
We wanted to give particular attention to the 
empowerment of women and children. 

I began my work there in 2019, but our 
missionary team fled during the civil war, 
and I left the region on Jan. 10, 2022. As of 
April 8, our sisters were able to go back to 
their missions, but I have not gone back yet. 
These are memories I have of my own 
experiences there.  

Tension between the Tigray region and the 
federal government of Ethiopia had been 
ongoing for some time, with the Tigray 
People's Liberation Front party (TPLF) 
resisting Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed's 
attempts to take away regional power to 
unite the country under a stronger 
centralized government. 

The TPLF were especially unhappy over the 
postponement of the October 2020 elections 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic, and defied 
Ahmed's directive and held the scheduled 
regional elections. This action began the 
civil war in the Tigray region in November 
2020, which has killed thousands of people 
and internally displaced millions. 

The declaration of a cease fire between the 
Ethiopia federal government and the Tigray 
forces in 2021 brought joy and happiness to 
me and my community sisters. Relieved and 
overjoyed, we thanked God and celebrated 
as the Eritrean military began leaving the 
district. 

But then our hopes evaporated — the cease 
fire was a mirage. Our region had no 
electricity, food or network service, and 
people's movements were restricted. Banks 

had no cash, and foreign aid stopped 
coming. 

I don't understand: What were the crimes of 
the civilians in the Tigray region — 
especially mothers and children? I am still 
really disturbed — I feel helpless, confused, 
stressed, and do not know what to do. 

It is difficult to know what was going on in 
the region; it was rumored that the federal 
military ran away, pushing the prime 
minister to call for a cease fire, which the 
Tigray People's Liberation Front rejected, 
unless certain conditions were met. The 
TPLF demanded that all the social and basic 
services that were taken away from the 
region must be reinstalled and the things 
stolen should be returned. But the federal 
government refused, and the cease fire 
failed. 

Instead, the government imposed stiffer 
punishments onto the region. Nobody could 
leave, and airplane arrivals stopped. 
Everything came to a virtual standstill. We 
were at the mercy of God and providence. 

As a foreigner in the war area, I found 
everything so confusing. How can civilians 
be punished in such a cruel way by their 
own people? The federal government and 
the TPLF were so drunk with power that 
they forgot the importance of human life, 
and were not interested in peace. 
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A woman carries an infant as she stands in line 
for food at the Tsehaye primary school, which 
was turned into a temporary shelter for people 
displaced by conflict, in the town of Shire, in 
Ethiopia's Tigray region, on March 15, 2021. 
(CNS/Reuters/Baz Ratner) 
 
How were the people surviving? The 
children came to us to ask for food, but our 
community had none to share. Our funds in 
the bank were inaccessible. I was so sad and 
angry! The poor children were suffering. 

I was grateful that some of the youth and 
children in the community were making 
good use of the situation. We helped with 
the children's catechism class, teaching them 
simple prayers and songs. And we taught 
English at their prayer meetings for at least 
20 minutes a day to keep them occupied. 

The lessons were going well, with great 
participation, but then many of the youth 
were forced to join the Tigray Defense 
Forces (TDF) — as they call the Tigray 
military now. We were left with few people, 
and were sad to see the teenagers forced to 
become part of the military in the region. 

Some joined the military because of the lack 
of food and money — they were convinced 
that being in the Tigray military would 
guarantee them food, and give them a 
chance to get revenge on what the prime 
minister and his alliance have done to the 
people in the region. 

Then the TPLF began compelling each 
family to give at least one person to join the 
Tigray Defense Forces — young women and 
men, even small boys and girls in junior 
high school. Parents whose children refused 
to join the defense force of the region are 
put in prison. 

Almost all the young ones are gone from the 
church and our community. My heart is 
breaking for what is going on in Tigray, 
Ethiopia. 

The Tigray Defense Forces hoped to fight 
their way to Addis Ababa, the capital city of 
Ethiopia, but I doubted if they could do it — 
the government has the whole federal 
military and all the military equipment. I 
was really afraid for the Tigray military and 
the youth who have little training. My fears 
heightened when the federal military started 
airstrikes in our regional capital, killing 
some civilians, including small children. 

The tension in the region grew, as 
everybody was afraid to leave their homes 
for fear of bombs or airstrikes. Parents did 
not allow their children to go out, and bus 
service stopped due to lack of fuel. We were 
most afraid of the drones — you do not 
know when and where they will be coming. 
I always said my bedtime prayers knowing 
that a bomb could fall on me in my sleep. 
from the federal military. 

But in spite of it all, the people still support 
the TPLF. They are convinced that the 
regional defense force will be able to 
overthrow the prime minister. They are 
waiting patiently for victory. Some of the 
people say that they are not Ethiopians but 
Tigrinyan. They believe they are now 
separated from Ethiopia due to what has 
been done to them. 



 
Bullet holes are seen on a mosque in Kasagita, 
Ethiopia, Feb. 25. The damage came from 
fighting between the Ethiopian National Defense 
Force and the Tigray People's Liberation Front. 
(CNS/Reuters/Tiksa Negeri) 
 
The elementary school began in the midst of 
the war, and had stopped singing the 
national anthem of Ethiopia. Instead, they 
are using the Tigrayan anthem to show how 
seriously the region is ready to be separated 
from the Ethiopia as a country. I feel so sad 
that the people are in favor of war. 

When is it going to end? The prime minister 
even expelled the personnel of international 
groups from the country because he feels 
they are supporting the TPLF. Hunger has 
taken over the region, and women and 
children are dying. What can we do now? 

I had a little hope in 2020 when African 
Union envoys went to Addis Ababa, trying 
to push the TPLF and the prime minister to 
dialogue. In 2021 the Kenyan president was 
also asked by the U.N. to intercede. The 
U.S. secretary of state visited some African 
countries in 2021 and met with the Kenyan 
president about the situation in Ethiopia. 

But the TPLF and the Ethiopian prime 
minister were adamant about their positions. 
Ahmed announced to the people on his 
Facebook page that he was going to the 
frontline to fight the "TPLF Rebels." The 
small window of hope for dialogue seems to 

have closed completely. But we continue to 
trust in God and hope that his will would be 
done. 

The Russia and Ukraine war is known to the 
whole world through social media, while the 
Ethiopia and Tigray civil war is a hidden 
war, with all the atrocities. The people can't 
leave the country — is this an act of ethnic 
cleansing? 

In late June, Ahmed said his government has 
formed a committee to negotiate with the 
northern Tigray region's forces. We can only 
hope and pray! 

 
Naomi Nkrumah 
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West Africa. Her academic background is in 
English education, and she holds a Bachelor 
of Arts degree from the University of 
Education, Winneba, Ghana. After teaching 
in secondary school and working with youth 
for several years, she is doing missionary 
work in Ethiopia, East Africa. 
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member of the Ecumenical Order of 
Franciscans. A conservation biologist, 
orchard-keeper, and storyteller, he shares 
about his involvement in the first Earth Day 
celebration in 1970:   
 
What if getting our relationship right with 
the Earth and all its creatures is not the 
scenic backdrop of some circus sideshow 
but as crucial as getting our relations right 
with our Creator, our family, and our 
neighbors? What if all of Creation is the 
most palpable expression of our Creator’s 
generosity, sense of wonder, and 
commitment to diversity? What happens if 
we begin to include the fungi, the flowers, 
the fritillary butterflies, and the flocks of 
wild geese as our neighbors, our family, and 
our Creator’s expressive face?   

Nearly fifty years ago, as a seventeen-year-
old, I worked as a volunteer doing articles, 
graphics, and cartoons for the 
Environmental Action news magazine at the 
headquarters for the initial Earth Day. I was 
one of a dozen youth and young adults who 
worked there, preparing for the participation 
of twenty million people around the world in 
the first-ever global recognition of the 
Earth’s sacredness and its vulnerability. 
Some of the staff were veterans of Civil 
Rights Summer in the South; others were 
conscientious objectors who wanted to 
“study war no more.” We were out to do 
something affirmative, something 
inclusive—not a protest, but a celebration.   

On Earth Day itself, I was sent to a small 
Catholic college near the Mississippi River 
to be the youngest presenter at a campus-
wide convocation. . . .   

I have no idea what I said that day. I simply 
looked out the windows above the assembly, 
watching eagles move among the towering 
trees growing along the banks of a tributary 

of the Mississippi as the water moved 
forward and blended into the Big Muddy 
itself.   

Whatever words I spoke were directed 
toward those eagles as much as they were to 
the humans assembled there that day; to the 
catfish in the river as much as to the 
Christian community; a call of the wild as 
much as a call for a communion of all races, 
faiths, and classes.   

Actually, I can’t recall that any words 
spilled out my mouth that morning. I am not 
at all sure that my voice was heard—let 
alone remembered—by anyone present that 
first Earth Day morning, but that did not 
matter much to me. I felt as though I was 
present at the dawning of Creation, at the 
first sanctioned gathering of two-leggeds, 
four-leggeds, winged ones, and rooted ones 
where all came to express their joy in being 
part of this sacred place that was careening 
through space and time.   

It is true: whenever any of us feels gratitude 
for all of Earth’s creatures, we have become 
fully Present, fully alive ourselves.   
That may be what Saint Francis of Assisi 
meant when he urged us to “go out and 
preach the Good News and only when 
necessary use words.” 
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Pope Francis speaks during the traditional 
greetings to the Roman Curia in the Sala 
Clementina (Clementine Hall) of the Apostolic 
Palace at the Vatican on Dec. 22, 2016. 
(AP/Gregorio Borgia, Pool) 
 
After the reforms laid out by Pope Francis 
are fully implemented, the Vatican Curia 
will never be the same. His recent 
predecessors talked about reforming the 
Curia, but compared with Francis they were 
simply rearranging deck chairs. 

Francis' changes, most laid out in his March 
19 apostolic constitution Praedicate 
Evangelium ("Preach the Gospel"), are the 
most dramatic made to church governance 
since Pope Paul VI, who, in 1965, 
established the synod of bishops to advise 
the pope. This innovation never lived up to 
its potential because synodal bishops were 
forced to defer to curial cardinals. Only 
under Francis have the synodal fathers been 
freed to speak boldly. 

Paul also reformed the papal election 
process by increasing the number of cardinal 
electors to 120 and barring cardinals over 80 
years of age from participating in papal 
conclaves. He also required curial cardinals 
to submit their resignations when they 
reached 75. 

The reforms of Francis are equally dramatic. 

He has opened almost all Vatican offices to 
lay leadership, including heads of dicasteries 

(formerly called congregations). This means 
that the even the Dicastery for Bishops, 
which recommends candidates for the 
episcopacy around the world, can now be 
headed by a nun. The head of the Dicastery 
for Doctrine of the Faith could be a woman 
theologian. Even the secretary of state, the 
highest Vatican official under the pope, 
could be a layperson. 

Needless to say, these laypeople cannot be 
chosen from people on the street. They need 
the theological, diplomatic, legal or 
administrative training and experience 
required for the positions; no easy hires, 
especially if the Vatican cannot offer 
competitive salaries. Besides having the 
necessary formation, clerics and religious 
are cheaper. 

Francis sees the role of the Curia in a totally 
different way from earlier popes. "The 
Roman Curia is not set between the Pope 
and the Bishops, but is at the service of both, 
according to the modalities proper to the 
nature of each," according to the apostolic 
constitution. 

In other words, the Curia is staff, not part of 
the chain of command. It is more like civil 
service than a governing elite. 

This is revolutionary. It moves the papacy 
away from its monarchical model, in which 
the pope is king with cardinals and bishops 
as princes and nobles, to a collegial model 
put forth by the Second Vatican Council. 
Francis wants to enhance the potential of 
episcopal conferences, not denigrate them, 
as did John Paul and Benedict. 
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The sun sets behind St. Peter’s Basilica, at the 
Vatican, Dec. 5, 2019. (AP/Gregorio Borgia) 
 
However, Praedicate Evangelium reflects 
the intentional ambiguity of Vatican II, 
which promoted collegiality also sought to 
preserve the absolute power of the papacy. 
Francis' constitution cites Vatican II in 
stating that the pope, "in exercising his 
supreme, full and immediate authority over 
the universal Church, employs the various 
departments of the Roman Curia, which act 
in his name and by his authority for the good 
of the Churches and in the service of the 
sacred pastors." 
In the end, the Curia will be only as collegial 
as future popes want it to be. We have 
already seen Francis exhibit a willingness to 
directly intervene in dioceses where a bishop 
has not protected children or otherwise 
failed in his duties. The proper balance 
between papal authority and collegiality is 
an art that is difficult if not impossible to 
legislate. 

Much of Praedicate Evangelium simply 
codifies reforms Francis has incrementally 
put in place since his 2013 election. Most 
important is the Secretariat for the 
Economy, the Vatican's new financial cop 
created in 2014, which "exercises 
monitoring and vigilance in administrative, 
economic and financial matters with regard 
to curial institutions, offices and other 
institutions associated with the Holy See." 

The financial scandals that have wracked the 
Vatican convinced the pope of the need to 
have this office, which has the power to 
monitor the budget, spending and 
investments of all the Vatican offices, 
including the Secretariat of State. It also 
prepares the annual budget and establishes 
guidelines for purchasing. 

The first appointee as Secretary for the 
Economy, Cardinal George Pell, 
encountered stiff opposition from the Curia 
and eventually had to resign to deal with his 
own legal problems in Australia. The current 
secretary, Jesuit Fr. Juan Antonio Guerrero 
Alves, is a trained economist with 
administrative experience running his 
order's major institutions in Rome. 

The Secretariat for the Economy operates 
under the Council for the Economy, 
consisting of eight cardinals or bishops and 
seven lay people, chosen by the pope for 
five-year terms and charged with following 
"best practices recognized internationally in 
the field of public administration and 
striving for an administrative and financial 
management that is both ethical and 
efficient." 

 
Pope Francis arrives for an audience for the 
annual exchange of Christmas greetings with 
members of the Roman Curia in the Apostolic 
Palace at the Vatican on Dec. 23, 2021. (Vatican 
Media) 



Best practices for the Vatican, as in Italy, are 
not what they are in other places. It is 
difficult to fire anyone. The Vatican 
communications, for instance, centered in 
print and radio media, had a difficult time 
adjusting to the digital media environment. 
Rupert Murdoch can ruthlessly fire 
employees, but the Vatican cannot. 
Professional development and retraining 
needs to be strengthened in the Vatican. 

In addition, clergy and religious, unlike 
laity, are supposed to leave the Curia after 
five years, to discourage careerism. But this 
also makes it difficult to maintain an 
experienced professional staff. (Luckily, 
exceptions can be made.) 

Much has been made in the press about the 
supposed equality of all dicasteries. It is 
inevitable, however, that some dicasteries 
will be more equal than others. Major 
conflicts of competencies; fights over who 
gets to decide what are to be submitted to 
the Supreme Tribunal of the Apostolic 
Signatura, but still, someone must bang 
heads together and mediate disputes over 
policy. 

Under Paul VI, the sostituto (substitute) in 
the Secretariat of State was the key player in 
coordinating policy and action in the Curia. 
Under John Paul, the Congregation (now 
Dicastery) for Doctrine of the Faith was 
supreme when it came to the curial 
documents, while the Secretariat of State 
was supreme in diplomacy and politics. 

The new constitution gives to the sostituto 
responsibility for "fostering cooperation 
among the dicasteries, agencies and offices 
without prejudice to their autonomy," but 
gives the Dicastery of the Doctrine of the 
Faith the right to review documents 
"through a process of discussion and mutual 
understanding will help in making 
appropriate decisions." 

One major flaw of the new constitution is 
that it does not rationalize the disciplinary 
functions of the Curia. The Vatican needs a 
department of justice to investigate and 
prosecute ecclesiastical crimes, including 
heresy, sex abuse and financial crimes, 
especially those committed by a bishop or 
Vatican official. 

This office would ideally employ lawyers to 
present its findings to independent tribunals, 
who would pass judgment. It's a violation of 
due process to have investigators double as 
the judges. 

Francis has made great strides forward in the 
reform of the Curia as called for by Vatican 
II and the cardinals who elected him. These 
reforms need to be implemented and that 
will take time. 

In addition, new circumstances will require 
new structures; new popes will have 
different priorities. New ways of operating 
in the secular world will provide ideas on 
how to improve church governance. 

Like the church, the Curia is semper 
reformanda — always in need of reform. 

 
Thomas Reese 
Jesuit Fr. Thomas Reese's column for 
Religion News Service, "Signs of the 
Times," appears regularly at National 
Catholic Reporter. 
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