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Week Thirty: Holy Listening 
  

Remain in Relationship  
  

"Jesus said, “Remain in me, as I remain in 
you. Just as a branch cannot bear fruit on its 
own unless it remains on the vine, so 
neither can you unless you remain in me. I 
am the vine, you are the branches. Whoever 
remains in me and I in him will bear much 
fruit, because without me you can do 
nothing. . . . As the Father loves me, so I 
also love you. Remain in my love.”  
—John 15:4–5, 9  
 
This year’s Daily Meditations theme is 
“Nothing Stands Alone,” a truth revealed in 
God as Trinity and throughout all of 
creation. This week we explore how 
listening with depth, respect, and even 
reverence is key to building and maintaining 
loving relationships. In this homily, Father 
Richard speaks of Jesus’ desire for us to 
remain connected:  
 
I want you to be honest: Would you rather 
have a friend who is always right or one 
who is in right relationship with you? I think 
I know the answer: We’d rather have 
someone who’s in right relationship with us. 
In fact, someone who’s right all the time can 
be pretty obnoxious. Would we rather have a 
friend who’s always correct or a friend to 
whom we’re always connected? Of course, 
we’d rather have the second.   

So why did we in the West seemingly 
change the rules for God? Many of us grew 
up thinking God wanted us to be right, to be 
correct, even to be perfect. What this 
passage in John’s Gospel is saying is that 
God wants people who are in right 
relationship, which means that we are open, 
and that we can listen to others with 
understanding and compassion. It means that 
we can admit when we’re wrong, which is 
almost every day for most of us. It certainly 
is for me.    

And yet we keep condemning ourselves and 
others for not being perfect, for not being 
right, for not being correct. This parable, 
really one of the most beautiful in all the 
gospels, tells us what God desires—simply 
that we remain connected, a branch on the 
vine, which is the love of God.   

Everybody seems to be trying to prove that 
they are right. We have almost a collective 
incapacity to admit failure, to ever admit 
that we are wrong, which makes us liars 
most of the time. Jesus is calling forth a very 
different kind of human being.  

Jesus says people who live the vulnerable 
life of connection and relationship will bear 
much fruit. These are the people we trust, 
like, and admire. And yet so many of us are 
afraid to be the very thing that we admire 
the most. How foolish human beings are! 
But again, Jesus has told us the way: he is 
the vine. We are the branches. None of us 
can be or need to be correct, but we can 
always be connected.    
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Week Thirty: Holy Listening 
  

Compassionate Listening 
  

Father Richard shares his experience of how 
challenging it is to hear each other without 
agenda or defensiveness:    
 
Can we take responsibility for the fact that 
we push people to polarized positions when 
we do not stand in the compassionate 
middle? I think of how often, during my 
talks, someone raises a hand and says, “I 
disagree with what you just said.” Often, 
they did not hear or understand what I said, 
and they don’t have the humility to ask, in a 
non-accusatory way: “Did I hear you 
correctly in saying . . . ?” or “What do you 
mean when you say . . . ?” Of course, 
sometimes I am wrong, but such a mentality 
does not encourage dialogue or mutuality. 
Unfortunately, my response also often 
suffers because of the negative energy 
generated. I am then defensive or biting my 
tongue to control my own judgments or 
desire to attack back. The result is a half 
response, at best, because the environment is 
not safe and congenial.   

Responses of this sort are usually full of 
assumptions: “I did understand you. I know 
your motivation. I know what you’re trying 
to say. Therefore, I actually have the need 
and right to attack you.” Normally, neither 
person grows or expands in such a context. 
The truth is not well served, because neither 
individual feels secure, respected, or 

connected. Unfortunately, this has become 
the state of our public discourse.   

Fortunately, there will always be people 
who have the grace and the ability to engage 
in reflective listening, to ask, “Richard, did I 
understand what you were saying?” and 
repeat back to me their perception of what I 
said. Normally then I can clarify, or perhaps 
admit that I have communicated poorly or 
am, in fact, incorrect. When we can listen 
and respond in that way, each person is 
treated with the respect and dignity they 
deserve as children of God. Each person 
feels heard, and misunderstandings are 
clarified compassionately.   

Unfortunately that is not the way the ego 
likes to work. Opposition gives us a sense of 
standing for something, a false sense of 
independence, power, and control. 
Compassion and humility don’t give us a 
sense of control or psychic comfort. We 
have to be willing to let go of our moral high 
ground and hear the truth that the other 
person may be speaking, even if it is only 
ten percent of what they are saying. 
Compassion and dialogue are essentially 
vulnerable positions. If we are into control 
and predictability, we will seldom descend 
into the vulnerability of undefended 
listening or the scariness of dialogue. If we 
are incapable of hearing others, we will also 
be incapable of hearing God. If we spend all 
day controlling and blocking others, why 
would we change when we kneel to pray?   
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Week Thirty: Holy Listening 
  

Courageous Listening 
  

Sikh activist Valarie Kaur has made a 
commitment to listen to those with whom she 
disagrees. Here she describes some of the 
practices that make 
it possible:   
 
Deep listening is an act of surrender. We 
risk being changed by what we hear. When I 
really want to hear another person’s story, I 
try to leave my preconceptions at the door 
and draw close to their telling. I am always 
partially listening to the thoughts in my own 
head when others are speaking, so I 
consciously quiet my thoughts and begin to 
listen with my senses. . . . The most critical 
part of listening is asking what is at stake for 
the other person. I try to understand what 
matters to them, not what I think matters. 
Sometimes I start to lose myself in their 
story. As soon as I notice feeling unmoored, 
I try to pull myself back into my body, like 
returning home. As Hannah Arendt [1906–
1975] says, “One trains one’s imagination to 
go visiting.” [1] When the story is done, we 
must return to our skin, our own worldview, 
and notice how we have been changed by 
our visit.   

Kaur understands the complicated nature of 
listening to those we see as our religious, 
cultural, and political “opponents” and the 
emotional toll it takes:   

It turns out it is extremely difficult to draw 
close to someone you find absolutely 
abhorrent. How do we listen to someone 
when their beliefs are disgusting? Or 
enraging? Or terrifying? . . . An invisible 
wall forms between us and them, a chasm 
that seems impossible to cross. We don’t 
even know why we should try to cross it. . . . 
In these moments, we can choose to 
remember that the goal of listening is not to 
feel empathy for our opponents, or validate 
their ideas, or even change their mind in the 
moment. Our goal is to understand them. . . 
.   
When listening gets hard, I focus on taking 
the next breath. I pay attention to sensations 
in my body: heat, clenching, and 
constriction. I feel the ground beneath my 
feet. Am I safe? If so, I stay and slow my 
breath again, quiet my mind, and release the 
pressure that pushes me to defend my 
position. I try to wonder about this person’s 
story and the possible wound in them. I 
think of an earnest question and try to stay 
curious long enough to be changed by what I 
hear. Maybe, just maybe, my opponent will 
begin to wonder about me in return, ask me 
questions, and listen to my story. Maybe 
their views will start to break apart and new 
horizons will open in the process. . . . Then 
again, maybe not. It doesn’t matter as long 
as the primary goal of listening is to deepen 
my own understanding. Listening does not 
grant the other side legitimacy. It grants 
them humanity—and preserves our own. 
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Week Thirty: Holy Listening 
  

The Gift of Deep Listening 
  

Kay Lindahl, an author and founder of The 
Listening Center, writes of the inherently 
sacred nature of reflective listening:  
 
Perhaps one of the most precious and 
powerful gifts we can give another person is 
to really listen to them, to listen with quiet, 
fascinated attention, with our whole being, 
fully present. This sounds simple, but if we 
are honest with ourselves, we do not often 
listen to each other so completely.   

Listening is a creative force. Something 
quite wonderful occurs when we are listened 
to fully. We expand, ideas come to life and 
grow, we remember who we are. Some 
speak of this force as a creative fountain 
within us that springs forth; others call it the 
inner spirit, intelligence, true self. Whatever 
this force is called, it shrivels up when we 
are not listened to and it thrives when we 
are.  

The way we listen can actually allow the 
other person to bring forth what is true and 
alive to them. Sometimes we have to do a lot 
of listening before the fountain is 
replenished. . . . Patience is required to listen 
to such a person long enough for them to get 
to their center point of tranquility and peace. 
The results of such listening are 
extraordinary. Some would call them 
miracles.  

Listening well takes time, skill, and a 
readiness to slow down, to let go of 
expectations, judgments, boredom, self-
assertiveness, defensiveness. I’ve noticed 
that when people experience the depth of 
being listened to like this, they also begin to 
listen to others in the same way.  

Lindahl believes that the skills for deep 
listening share the same foundation as 
contemplative practice:  

Over the years I have discovered that there 
is a basic context that nurtures and develops 
the practice of listening as a sacred art. 
Three qualities that are essential to this deep 
listening context are silence, reflection, and 
presence.  

• Silence creates the space for listening to 
God. It provides time to explore our 
relationship to Source. The practice of being 
in this silence nurtures our capacity to listen 
to others.  

• Reflection gives us access to listening for 
our inner voice. The practice of taking a few 
breaths before responding to a situation, 
question, or comment gives time for your 
true wisdom to reveal itself. It’s a slowing 
down, waiting, practicing patience.  

• Presence is the awareness of listening to 
another, of connecting at the heart level. The 
practice of taking a mundane, ordinary 
activity and giving it your full attention, for 
example, washing your hands or brushing 
your teeth, trains your concentration and 
your ability to be in the present moment 
with another. . . .  

Heart communication happens when we 
slow down, when we quiet down, look, and 
listen. Stop to take a breath. Become fully 
present with the person we’re with. Listen 
with all of our being. At this point, 
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communication can occur without words. 
Being present is a gift that fills our hearts 
and spirits. We are 
in communion. 
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Week Thirty: Holy Listening 
  

A Listening Heart 
  

"Listen carefully, my daughter, my son, to 
my instructions and attend to them with the 
ear of your heart. This is advice from one 
who loves you; welcome it and faithfully put 
it into practice." —Prologue, The Rule of St. 
Benedict    
 
Retreat leader and journalist Judith Valente 
writes of the importance of listening in 
Benedictine spirituality:    
 
I’ve often marveled, that the first word 
of The Rule of St. Benedict isn’t pray, 
worship, or even love. It’s listen. This small, 
unobtrusive word speaks in a whisper. To 
anyone who studies Benedictine spirituality, 
the phrase listen . . . with the ear of the 
heart becomes so familiar we can easily lose 
sight of how revolutionary it is. Listening in 
the Benedictine sense is not a passive 
mission. Benedict [c. 480–547] tells us we 
must attend to listening. In some translations 
of The Rule, we are to 
actively incline ourselves toward it, and 
nurture it in our everyday activities. 
Listening is an act of will. . . . 

Listening cracks open the door to another 
Benedictine concept from which most of us 
would rather run,—that of obedience. . . . 

Obedience comes from the Latin, oboedire, 
to give ear, to harken, to listen. The 
Benedictine writer Esther de Waal says that 
obedience moves us from our 
“contemporary obsession with the self,” [1] 
and inclines us toward others. . . . . [St. 
Benedict] moves beyond the common 
understanding of the word as solely an 
authoritarian, top-down dynamic. He 
stresses instead mutual obedience, a 
horizontal relationship where careful 
listening and consideration is due to each 
member of the community from each 
member, as brothers and sisters. It is by this 
way of obedience, he says, that we go to 
God. [2]  

Author Esther de Waal describes how in 
Benedictine spirituality there is an inherent 
connection between listening and responsive 
action:   

To listen closely, with every fibre of our 
being, at every moment of the day, is one of 
the most difficult things in the world, and 
yet it is essential if we mean to find the God 
whom we are seeking. If we stop listening to 
what we find hard to take then, as the Abbot 
of St. Benoît-sur-Loire puts it in a striking 
phrase, ‘We’re likely to pass God by without 
even noticing Him.’ [3] And now it is our 
obedience which proves that we have been 
paying close attention. . . . So to obey [in the 
Benedictine tradition] really means to hear 
and then act upon what we have heard, or, in 
other words, to see that the listening 
achieves its aim. We are not being truly 
attentive unless we are prepared to act on 
what we hear. If we hear and do nothing 
more about it, then the sounds have simply 
fallen on our ears and it is not apparent that 
we have actually heard them at 
all. 

 [4]  
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Week Thirty: Holy Listening 
  

Listening to the Voice of God   
  

Father Richard reminds us that when we 
listen to the voice of God, we are given the 
grace to “pass it on” to others:   
 
We must receive all words of God tenderly 
and subtly, so that we can speak them to 
others with tenderness and subtlety. I would 
even say that anything said with too much 
bravado, overassurance, or with any need to 
control or impress another, is never the 
voice of God within us. If any thought feels 
too harsh, shaming, or diminishing of 
ourselves or others, it is not likely the voice 
of God. Trust me on that. That is simply our 
egoic voice. Why do humans so often 
presume the exact opposite—that shaming 
voices are always from God, and grace 
voices are always the imagination?   

If something comes toward us with grace 
and can pass through us and toward others 
with grace, we can trust it as the voice of 
God.   

One holy man who came to visit me recently 
put it this way, “We must listen to what is 
supporting us. We must listen to what is 
encouraging us. We must listen to what is 
urging us. We must listen to what is alive in 
us.” I personally was so trained not to trust 
those voices that I think I often did not hear 
the voice of God speaking to me or what 
Abraham Lincoln called the “better angels 
of our nature.” Yes, a narcissistic person can 
and will misuse such advice, but a genuine 

God lover will flourish inside such a 
dialogue.   

We must learn how to recognize the positive 
flow and to distinguish it from the negative 
resistance within ourselves. It can take 
years, if not a lifetime. If a voice comes 
from accusation and leads to accusation, it is 
quite simply the voice of the “Accuser,” 
which is the literal meaning of the biblical 
word “Satan.” Shaming, accusing, or 
blaming is simply not how God talks, but 
sadly, it is too often how we talk—to 
ourselves and to one another. God is 
supremely nonviolent, and I have learned 
that from the saints and mystics that I have 
read and met and heard about. That many 
holy people cannot be wrong.    

If we can trust and listen to our inner divine 
image, our whole-making instinct, or our 
True Self, we will act from our best, largest, 
kindest, most inclusive self. There is a 
deeper voice of God, which we must learn to 
hear and obey. It will sound like the voice of 
risk, of trust, of surrender, of soul, of 
common sense, of destiny, of love, of an 
intimate stranger, of your deepest self. It 
will always feel gratuitous, and it is this very 
freedom that scares us. God never leads by 
guilt or shame! God leads by loving the soul 
at ever-deeper levels, not by shaming at 
superficial levels.   
 

What the US needs 
most right now, what 
we lack, is community 

21 July 2022 
by Joan Chittister 
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Members of Catholic groups take part in the 
Moral March on Washington June 18 sponsored 
by the Poor People's Campaign. The Catholic 
contingent was organized by Network, a 
Catholic social justice lobby; the Leadership 
Conference of Women; the Sisters of Mercy; 
Pax Christi USA; the Quixote Center; the 
Loretto Community; and the Franciscan Action 
Network. (CNS/Courtesy of Franciscan Action 
Network) 
 
By this time, it is clear that I have been out 
of the country as part of the multiple 
preparations for Pope Francis' Synod of 
Bishops on synodality. What is less clear is 
that once those sessions were over, I came 
down with COVID-19 not once, but twice. 
It's been a slow recovery but not a wasted 
one. 

The time, in fact, was well spent. It gave me 
a lot of time to think about things like war in 
a global world, the judicial system of the 
country, inflation, student debt, the Fourth 
of July, congressional gridlock — all those 
things that are threatening to make our "one 
country, indivisible, with liberty and justice 
for all" into two countries instead. 

I had intended simply to return to the series 
of columns on religious life in the modern 
world that I'd started a few months ago. And 
then I realized that all those topics are of a 
piece. And scattered. How does a country 

become a "community"? What's the glue? 
And what do we need to do about that? 

Sometimes the best advice comes from the 
ancients who worked their way through dark 
times without the help of the modern 
system. 

For instance, 17th-century Japanese poet 
Matsuo Basho wrote, "Do not seek to follow 
in the footsteps of the wise; seek what they 
sought." 

 
Wisdom, at least in this country, is 
obviously at an all-time low. And as Basho 
wrote, the answer does not lie in doing what 
we have always done. The answer does not 
lie in going back. The answer lies in doing 
what's right, what's wise, for now. 

Here's where we are: The sense of 
"community" in the United States is broken 
in two. Broken about immigration. Broken 
about the Supreme Court. Broken about the 
Constitution and the glue that it has been for 
us for over 200 years. And so what? 

This is "what": How can a nation, an 
institution, a people, a family function well 
without the sense of community that carries 
us through the dark and the dangerous 
times? Where is the sense, most of all, that 
we are doing life, politics, country together? 

Then, the question becomes an eerie echo of 
yesterday: Can we ever get back to where 



we thought we were? Or what are all the 
holiday firecrackers about? 

It's a national question, a personal question. 
It's also a spiritual question. 

Does community just "happen" — as in, we 
joined this organization so we're part of the 
community — or do we need to make it 
happen over and over again? And if so, 
how? 

Up until now, as Americans, we have been 
trained to compete, to function 
independently, to win, to set ourselves off 
from everyone else, from every other nation, 
from all and each of those around us. 

And it seemed to work. Except for the Civil 
War, or course. Except for segregation, true. 
Except for immigration, maybe. Except for 
all the really big questions of life. 

And then what happened? Democracy. Real 
democracy — that great overarching attempt 
to find the common good rather than 
simply my good — began to waver. Its 
representatives themselves began to destroy 
it. Instead of working things out to 
everyone's good, they have turned it into a 
very cheap football game, one side against 
the other, one team on top — us, we hope — 
and who cares about anybody else? 

We're into religious pluralism, too. Different 
religious groups express different values in 
different sacred ways and each of us have 
the obligation to protect what belongs to the 
other in each of those spaces. 

But something is straining that, 
too. Judaism, Unitarian 
Universalism and Buddhism, along 
with multiple Christian denominations, do 
not teach that abortion is always, in all 
instances, totally immoral. And so what 
happens to the common good then? To 

federal law? Whose laws prevail? What 
about freedom of religion? Or to put it in 
other ways, some Christian denominations 
don't believe in same-sex marriage either, so 
who can be married and who can't? And 
who says so? 

What's happening to us? 

 
The problem is that democracy — what we 
have excelled in as a people — has also 
felled us. Instead of thinking the ideas 
through, for the best of all of us, we have 
begun to decide the good of the country by 
counting now, not by considering the effects 
of a given law on everyone. Now we simply 
count 60 Republicans, yes; 59 Democrats, 
no. And not the slightest of them reach out 
to the other side to make whatever it is work 
for all of us. 

Instead, a kind of pseudo-democracy has 
been suborned and divides us as a people. It 
has closed both our ears and our hearts to 
one another. We're not about the "common 
good" anymore. We're not about 
community. 

We get further and further away from a 
sense of common care — the public 
understanding of what community is really 
about. And it is showing. 

We are suddenly a stratified society that 
ranges from the destitute to the very, very, 
very wealthy. From government officials 
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who made their money on fossil fuels and 
now refuse to abandon them for the sake of 
the children of tomorrow. From the 
experienced to the uneducated who have no 
free college courses to develop them, too. 
From the powerful to the powerless who 
have the money to "lawyer up" for white 
crime but incarcerate Blacks at a ratio of 5-
to-1. And through it all we continue to flaunt 
a minimum wage for those who, we learned 
during the COVID-19 lockdowns, were 
really doing the "necessary" work in society 
without getting a living wage. 

What we need, what we want, what we now 
lack, in other words, is "community." Our 
sense of the needs of others. Our major 
hope, if it manages to survive, is that 
something new may be percolating 
underground, in younger people. These are 
the people we raised to be independent who 
are discovering that life is better and holier 
together. 

 
In fact, it is precisely community that brings 
so many knocking on monastery doors 
everywhere in order to test their vocation to 
religious life, to consider what community 
will also demand of them. 

The very idea of community itself has been 
the foundation of religious orders for 
centuries. It is the sign of our commonness 
of soul, of purpose, of commitment to the 

model of Jesus who gathered the people 
around him and said, "Follow me." 

Religious know that community is not 
undisciplined chaos. It is communal care. 

Community gathers us for a purpose. It 
gathers to enable us to do together what we 
cannot possibly do alone. 

Community is not conformity. On the 
contrary, community — the different gifts 
that we bring and the lifestyle that grows us 
all together — makes us stronger than we 
could ever be without the others. 

Community is not control. Community 
encourages each of us to grow to the acme 
of our best selves. 

Community is not allowing myself to be 
carried. It is about my carrying all the 
others, as well. 

It's on those things that community life 
depends and by which we must measure 
both the character of religious life and 
ourselves. 

This week, in the light of political self-
centeredness, we get to the marrow of it. 
Religious life is not somewhere to live. It is 
a way to live. It is a lifestyle that makes me 
as concerned for others as I am for myself, 
as immersed in the spiritual life and its 
character as in the power-grabbing one 
around us. It is a model for an independent 
world that is in search of its best self and its 
purpose. 

From where I stand, the country needs 
spiritual models of community, the very 
model that religious communities have been 
giving us as they rebuilt generation after 
generation. 

When a president refuses to give up power, 
no one can trust power. When a political 
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party attempts to control their own political 
power by refusing to work with others, they 
make a nation captive to a rogue authority. 
Then wisdom is at a minimum, community 
has been abandoned, the society is in 
danger. 

What this new age needs most are people 
who seek with the poet Basho the wisdom of 
community — both in religious 
communities and in society at large. 

Community is the glue we so badly need to 
hold society together — if we are ever going 
to revitalize this one. 

 
Joan Chittister 
A Benedictine Sister of Erie, Pennsylvania, 
Joan Chittister is a best-selling author and 
well-known international lecturer on topics 
of justice, peace, human rights, women's 
issues and contemporary spirituality in the 
church and in society.  
 

Pope Francis is not 
going to resign, yet 

22 July 2022 
by Thomas Reese,  

Religion News Service 
  

Vatican 

 
Pope Francis looks on during an exclusive 
interview with Reuters at the Vatican, July 2. 
(CNS/Reuters/Remo Casilli) 
 
In recent interviews with journalists, Pope 
Francis has responded to a rash of rumors 
about his future by making clear he has no 
plans to resign.  

Francis told Philip Pullella of Reuters that 
the thought of resigning "never entered my 
mind. For the moment no, for the moment, 
no. Really!" 

At least not yet. Francis qualifies his denials 
by noting that he might resign if failing 
health one day made it impossible for him to 
run the church.  

But for the moment, Francis still feels up to 
fulfilling his duties. He admits he has 
trouble with his knee, which has caused him 
to use a wheelchair and to cancel his long-
awaited trip to Africa. His knee now allows 
him to walk with a cane. His trip to Canada 
is on, and he still wants to go to Moscow 
and to Kyiv, Ukraine's capital, as soon as 
possible. 

He denies he has cancer, joking with 
Reuters' Vatican reporter that his doctors 
"didn't tell me anything about it." His six-
hour surgery last year, he said, was for 
diverticulitis. He dismissed the cancer 
rumors as "court gossip." He did 
acknowledge that he had a bad reaction to 
the general anesthetic during the surgery, 
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which made him reluctant to undergo 
surgery for his knee. 

While denying he needs to do so himself, 
Francis holds up Pope Emeritus Benedict 
XVI as a model of a pope who courageously 
resigned when he could no longer fulfill his 
duties. 

But Francis makes clear he would not follow 
Benedict's example on how to be a retired 
pope. Benedict, the first pope to give up the 
throne of St. Peter in 600 years, set his own 
course, taking the title "pope emeritus," 
continuing to wear the papal white cassock 
and living inside the Vatican. 

Francis told TelevisaUnivision that if he 
were to resign, he would retire to a house for 
priests in Rome, but not within the Vatican 
walls. He mentioned the Archbasilica of St. 
John Lateran, where he would hear 
confessions and visit the sick, just as he had 
planned to do when he retired as archbishop 
of Buenos Aires, Argentina.  

 
Pope Francis is pushed in a wheelchair by 
his aide, Sandro Mariotti, during an 
audience with participants in the Syro-
Malabar Youth Leaders Conference, at the 
Vatican June 18. (CNS/Vatican Media) 
 
In interviews, he refers to himself as 
becoming the "bishop emeritus of Rome," 
not "pope emeritus." He praised Benedict 
for "supporting the church with his kindness 

and with his retirement" but indicated the 
need "to delineate things more" and create 
explicit guidelines for the role of retired 
popes. 

To avoid any criticism of Benedict, Francis 
calls the initial framework created by 
Benedict a "first step" in need of further 
delineation. But some, including me, have 
criticized Benedict's use of the title "pope 
emeritus" and the wearing of papal white. I 
also believe that a retired pope should return 
to using his baptismal name. Thus, in 
retirement, Benedict would officially be 
known as Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger, bishop 
emeritus of Rome. 

There is room for only one pope in the 
Catholic Church. New rules are needed to 
make that clear by suppressing the "pope 
emeritus" title in favor of "bishop emeritus 
of Rome." A retired pope should wear 
cardinatial robes and use his baptismal name 
until he dies, when he would be buried with 
full papal honors and ceremonies. 

Other symbolic gestures might also be 
considered. For example, the retired pope 
might line up after the conclave with other 
cardinals when they swear their allegiance to 
the new pope. As a retired pope, he could 
have seniority over other cardinals. 

 
Pope Francis visits with Pope Benedict XVI at 
the retired pope's residence after a consistory at 
the Vatican in this Nov. 28, 2020, file photo. 
(CNS/Vatican Media) 
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And there are other practical questions as 
well. If Francis does retire, he will have to 
consult Vatican lawyers before he decides 
where to live. As pope he is a sovereign 
head of state and exempt from subpoenas 
and depositions. When he retires, he might 
lose such protections. 

If Benedict had retired to Germany, he 
might have been hit with legal papers by 
lawyers representing abuse victims and 
others. Lawyers cannot touch retired popes 
as long as they remain in the Vatican or one 
of its extraterritorial properties. Perhaps this 
is why Francis mentioned living at St. John 
Lateran, which is extraterritorial. 

Whatever the case, better guidelines for 
retired popes are needed. Francis seems to 
be proceeding gently in that direction so as 
not to appear critical of his predecessor. As 
a courtesy, Benedict could be exempted 
from the new guidelines, or their 
implementation could be postponed until 
after he dies. 

There will be more retired popes in the 
future, and the church needs to be prepared. 

 
Thomas Reese 
Jesuit Fr. Thomas Reese's column for 
Religion News Service, "Signs of the 
Times," appears regularly at National 
Catholic Reporter. 
 
 
 
 
 

Pope Francis' critics 
cram the church into 

their ideological 
narratives 

20 July 2022 
by Michael Sean Winters 

  
Vatican 

 
Pope Francis looks on during an exclusive 
interview with Reuters at the Vatican July 2. 
(CNS/Remo Casilli) 
 
Author and columnist George Weigel's 
analysis of the Catholic Church remains 
stuck in the last century, but he is still 
syndicated to diocesan newspapers. 
Therefore, when he writes something really 
egregious, it is necessary to respond. And 
last week he wrote a really egregious article, 
"The War of the Conciliar Succession, 
continued," which seeks to cram post-
conciliar history into his ideological 
narrative, offering a caricature, not an 
analysis. 

It is true, as he writes, that in the wake of the 
Second Vatican Council (1962-65), much of 
the theological debate about the 
implementation of the council, at least in 
Western Europe and the U.S., occurred in 
the pages of two theological journals, 
Concilium and Communio. This binary was 
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never exhaustive, and it certainly did not 
subsume theological developments in the 
Global South, which shaped the current 
pope's theology and pastoral praxis. 

Besides, important though theology is, 
receiving a council is not as propositional a 
process as Weigel's binary reduction 
suggests. Most of being a Catholic has 
nothing to do with the "profound issues" 
Weigel claims characterized the 
Concilium/Communio debates. 

Weigel's characterization of the "profound 
issues" is also more revealing about him 
than about the issues. He writes: 

Is divine revelation real and binding over 
time, or does contemporary experience 
authorize the Church to change or modify 
what God has declared to be true in 
Scripture and tradition (about, for example, 
the permanence of sacramental marriage, or 
the proper expression of human love, or the 
priesthood of the New Covenant and those 
who may be ordained to it)? Is the Catholic 
Church a loose confederation of local 
Churches who may legitimately follow their 
own doctrinal and moral paths? Or is the 
Church truly "catholic," meaning that local 
expressions of Catholicism must always 
confess "one Lord, one faith, one baptism" 
(Ephesians 4:5) with the universal Church? 
Is Jesus Christ the unique savior and 
redeemer, such that all who are saved are 
saved through Christ, even if they do not 
know him? Or is Jesus one among many 
expressions of a generic divine will-to-save 
that manifests itself through various spiritual 
masters over time? Is the Church's basic task 
the sanctification of the world or a dialogue 
with the world? 

All these "either/or" propositions are not 
very Catholic. The Catholic intellectual 
tradition is humanistic; it seeks to combine 

and connect; it is characterized by 
"both/and" thinking; it seeks synthesis. 

 
George Weigel speaks at the Napa Institute's 
2019 Summer Conference in California. 
(CNS/Courtesy of Napa Institute) 
 
These propositions are also not very 
profound. I believe that Jesus Christ is "the 
unique savior and redeemer" and that in 
some meaningful way, "all who are saved 
are saved through Christ," but I do not 
presume to limit the Godhead's ability to 
reach beyond the walls of the church to save 
and redeem whom he wishes to save and 
redeem. What does it mean to be "saved 
through Christ" when we also believe that 
all is created in Christ? 

Surely the mysteries of redemption cannot 
be reduced to Weigel's bumper stickers. He 
is like Job's friends who claim to be able to 
explain the mystery of suffering, but God 
upbraids them, and then turns to Job and 
gives him a lesson in humility: "Were you 
there when I founded the earth? Tell me if 
you have understanding. Who determined its 
size? Surely you know" (Job 38:4-5). 

Weigel claims that the authentic 
magisterium embraced the Communio 
interpretation of the council and made it 
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authoritative. He writes, "[Joseph] Ratzinger 
would eventually see 
the Communio interpretation of Vatican II 
— a council of reform within tradition 
that developed Catholic tradition — 
vindicated by the Synod of Bishops in 1985 
and by the magisterium of Pope John Paul 
II, which Ratzinger later amplified in his 
own papal teaching." 

Does this mean Weigel is going to renounce 
his own work on economic and political 
theory? After all, the leading, and most 
interesting, Communio theologian in the 
United States, David Schindler (père), 
delivered a devastating critique, on 
Communio grounds, of the political and 
economic ideas held by Weigel and his 
colleagues Michael Novak and Fr. Richard 
John Neuhaus in his book Heart of the 
World, Center of the Church. You can read 
my review of that book here. 

The real issue in the church in the U.S. 
today is not whether the Communio or 
Concilium school of thought has had the 
greatest impact on Catholic theology. The 
real issue stalking Weigel's article, which 
fails to even mention Francis while 
repeatedly citing his two predecessors, is 
whether theologians — and some bishops! 
— who were closely aligned with the 
thinking and style of St. Pope John Paul II 
and Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI will accept 
the magisterial teaching of Pope Francis as 
an authentic development of conciliar 
teaching. 

It is regrettable that some bishops have 
taken such a hostile stance toward Francis, 
too. According to a report in the National 
Catholic Register, Archbishop Joseph 
Naumann of Kansas City, Kansas, recently 
said he was "sad" about the way Francis 
handled the issue of pro-choice Catholic 
politicians. 

"I think the pope doesn't understand the 
U.S., just as he doesn't understand the 
church in the U.S.," he told the German 
newspaper Die Tagespost. "His advisers and 
the people surrounding him have completely 
misinformed him on this." 

Silly me. I thought it was the job of a bishop 
to understand the pope, as much as it was 
the pope's job to understand the local 
church. Only Americans think it is everyone 
else's job to understand us. 

Still, I never remember an American 
archbishop complaining publicly that John 
Paul II or Benedict XVI failed to understand 
the U.S. And is that derogatory remark 
about the pope's advisers an attack on 
Cardinal Sean O'Malley, the U.S. 
representative on the Council of Cardinals 
that advises the pope? 

Naumann is a metropolitan archbishop. 
When he presides at Mass within the 
province of Kansas City, he wears a pallium, 
a vestment that is given to all metropolitan 
archbishops by the bishop of Rome as a sign 
of both their jurisdiction and their closeness 
to the see of Peter. Perhaps Naumann should 
consider surrendering his pallium. 

 
Archbishop Joseph Naumann of Kansas City, 
Kansas (CNS/Gregory A. Shemitz) 
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I do not mean to question his integrity; 
indeed, I know him to be a man of integrity. 
It is his ecclesiology that is at issue. 

Naumann, like many conservative U.S. 
Catholics, seems to think that being a good 
Catholic amounts to subscribing to a set of 
ethical propositions. But as Benedict XVI 
wrote in the encyclical Deus Caritas Est, 
"Being Christian is not the result of an 
ethical choice or a lofty idea, but the 
encounter with an event, a person, which 
gives life a new horizon and a decisive 
direction." 

Those pro-choice politicians who Naumann 
thinks should be denied Communion may, 
or may not, have experienced this sense of 
encounter with an event, a person. I do not 
know. Like Naumann, I think that pro-
choice politicians are wrong and that pro-
choice Catholic politicians have adopted an 
"incoherent" position, as Francis recently 
said. 

But using the sacraments to coerce those 
politicians out of their incoherence and 
refusing to think that such a person is 
capable of an encounter with the Lord are 
presumptuous in the extreme, not only 
regarding the person but regarding the reach 
of the Holy Spirit. 

The problem with Weigel and Naumann is 
not only that their vision is crimped, that 
Weigel is stuck in the theological categories 
of last century and that Naumann is stuck in 
a political understanding of Catholic 
identity. 

No, the problem is that these two men are 
part of a concerted opposition to the Holy 
Father that is eating away at the ecclesial 
bonds our church has developed through the 
centuries and, centered on the successor of 
St. Peter, guarantee that the church 
continues to proclaim the Gospel to all 

nations. Weigel and Naumann care more 
about their ideological blinders. But here is 
the thing. 

If you always look at the world through the 
same lens, after a while, it is hard to know if 
you are actually seeing the world, or just 
seeing your lens. Jesus came to heal the 
blind, but pride is the thing that keeps us all 
at times from asking for healing. 

 
Michael Sean Winters 
Michael Sean Winters covers the nexus of 
religion and politics for NCR. 
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Women from Canada's First Nations are seen in 
St. Peter's Square after an audience with Pope 
Francis at the Vatican in April 1. 
(CNS/Reuters/Yara Nardi) 
 
ROME — In 2010, the headline "Why 
Being Pope Means Never Having to Say 
You're Sorry," splashed across the cover of 
Time magazine, exploring the general 
reluctance of popes to own up to the 
Catholic Church's past wrongs. 

But on July 24, Pope Francis will travel 
some 5,000 miles from Rome to Canada to 
do just that. 

As Francis prepares to embark on his 37th 
international trip as pope, a very different 
kind of visit is being planned for this high-
stakes journey, where he is expected to 
apologize to the country's Indigenous 
peoples for abuses at Catholic-run 
residential schools. 

When he touches down in Edmonton, 
Alberta, Francis will find a dramatically 
altered scene than that of past airport 
arrivals. Gone will be the jubilant sights and 
sounds of marching bands and cheering 
crowds. 

When he arrives on the ground — almost 
certainly via hydraulic lift, given that 
his limited physical mobility has added 
another layer of complication to this difficult 
trip — the first hands he will shake will be 

that of Indigenous elders and survivors of 
residential schools. Indigenous drummers 
will provide background percussion and 
there will be no customary meetings with 
the head of state or speeches to civic 
authorities on his first day in the country. 
 
'For this visit, it's very difficult, because he's 

coming to bring a message of hope to a 
people whose hope was taken away by the 

church.' 
—Deacon Pedro Guevara Mann 

 
Instead, the pope will have a brief private 
meeting with Indigenous representatives at 
the airport. His opening public remarks will 
take place the next morning on Monday, 
July 25. 
"The first time we will hear him speak will 
be at a former residential school site with 
survivors and former students," said Deacon 
Pedro Guevara Mann, program director of 
the visit. "That's why he's coming." 

Francis' July 24-30 journey — which will 
take him across the country through the 
prairielands of Alberta, the French-speaking 
Quebec City, and Iqaluit, in the Arctic 
Canadian territory of Nunavut — is likely to 
be among the most painstaking of his travels 
since his election a decade ago, both 
emotionally and physically. 

Since February, Francis has had to 
continually reduce or cancel public events, 
including an anticipated visit to the 
Democratic Republic of Congo and South 
Sudan earlier this month, due to a knee 
fracture that has caused him to regularly use 
a wheelchair. 

And since 2015, the Canadian Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission has called on 
the pope to visit the country to formally 
issue an apology "for the Roman Catholic 
Church's role in the spiritual, cultural, 
emotional, physical and sexual abuse of 
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First Nations, Inuit and Métis children in 
Catholic-run residential schools." 

Said Mann: "It's going to be very 
complicated, but we are confident he can 
navigate it." 

Legacy of abuse, colonialism 

Francis' visit to the country will mark the 
fourth time a pope has visited Canada, with 
both the 1987 trip by Pope John Paul II and 
this 2022 journey by Francis meant to 
spotlight Indigenous peoples. 

Yet in 1987, neither colonialism nor sex 
abuse scandals were "in the public 
conscience in the way they are now," said 
Indre Cuplinskas, a historian of Canada's 
Catholic Church at St. Joseph's College at 
the University of Alberta. 

"John Paul II's trips focused on evangelizing 
and galvanizing the faithful," she told NCR, 
adding that the tone was even "mildly 
triumphalist" with a priority on teaching and 
gathering Catholics together. 

"The tenor of this trip is very different," she 
continued. "The pope is responding to an 
invitation and even a push, a demand." 

 
A child's red dress hangs on a cross near the 
grounds of the former Kamloops Indian 
Residential School in Kamloops, British 

Columbia, June 6, 2021. (CNS/Reuters/Jennifer 
Gauthier) 
 
From the 19th century until the 1970s, 
Catholic organizations operated up to 
60% of the country's residential schools, 
institutions that were designed to forcibly 
assimilate Indigenous peoples into the 
country. 

Children attending these institutions were 
stripped of their Native languages and 
culture and forced to convert to Christianity. 
Widespread abuse has been documented, 
with up to 6,000 deaths reported. 

Earlier this year, from March 28 to April 1, 
Francis held separate meetings with 
delegations from First Nations, Métis 
National Council and the Inuit Tapiriit 
Kanatami at the Vatican. 

"Through your voices I have been able to 
touch with my own hands and carry within 
me, with great sadness in my heart, the 
stories of suffering, deprivation, 
discriminatory treatment and various forms 
of abuse suffered by several of you," 
Francis told them at the conclusion of the 
meetings. He also apologized for the 
"deplorable conduct" of Catholic Church 
leaders. 

With those words, he fulfilled a request for a 
papal apology after years of appeals from 
Canada's Indigenous community and Prime 
Minister Justin Trudeau for the Catholic 
Church to seek forgiveness for its role in the 
residential schools. 
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A handmade tabernacle built by Missionary 
Oblates of Mary Immaculate Fr. Mark Blom for 
Sacred Heart Catholic Church of the First 
Peoples in Edmonton, Alberta, where Pope 
Francis will visit on Jul 25 during his visit to 
Canada (Courtesy of Mark Blom) 
 
The next step of healing, the pope 
acknowledged, was an in-person apology on 
Canadian soil, setting the stage for a one-of-
a-kind papal visit with the primary purpose 
being centered on forgiveness and 
reconciliation. 

It won't be easy. 

"This particular pope wants to go meet 
people on the margins," said Mann, who 
recalled Francis has traveled to places such 
as Lampedusa, Italy, to pay tribute to the 
plight of migrants and refugees; Myanmar 
and Bangladesh to raise awareness of the 
suffering of Rohingya Muslims; and more 
recently to Iraq, a country devastated by a 
nearly two decades of war and terrorism. 

"That's where he feels he can bring the 
message of hope," Mann continued, "the 
hope that Christ gives through the church for 
people who have lost hope. For this visit, it's 
very difficult, because he's coming to bring 
a message of hope to a people whose hope 
was taken away by the church." 

"The reason these people have lost hope is 
because the church was part of that system, 
so it's very, very tricky," he added. "He can't 

just say the church is going to solve all of 
your problems because for many of these 
people, the church caused their problems." 

Indigenous cultures, inculturation 

Francis has characterized his upcoming trip 
as a "penitential pilgrimage," and few 
organizers have felt the challenge of getting 
the tone right than Fr. Cristino Bouvette, the 
36-year-old Canadian priest of both 
Indigenous and Italian backgrounds serving 
as the national liturgical director for the 
visit. 

All of the liturgies — which will include 
two Masses, a Liturgy of the Word and a 
vespers service — and the public gatherings, 
where Francis will give a total of eight 
speeches, will seek to represent expressions 
of Indigenous cultures. 

 
Fr. Cristino Bouvette (CNS/Courtesy of Cristino 
Bouvette) 
 
"There's a lot riding on the way that you do 
it," said Bouvette, who added that the 
encounters are being designed "to validate 
and affirm the goodness" of Indigenous 
cultures and that the liturgy will showcase 
"ways where the complementarity that can 
and does exist can be made more manifest." 
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Such inculturation, he told NCR, would be 
specifically present in the music, movements 
and the vestments worn during the liturgies. 

Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate Fr. 
Mark Blom, associate pastor of Sacred Heart 
Church of the First Peoples in Edmonton, 
where Francis will visit and meet with some 
150 Indigenous parish members on July 25, 
told NCR Francis will discover a new 
tabernacle and altar meant to do just that. 

Due to a 2020 fire, the church was forced to 
be completely gutted. On Sunday, July 17, 
the newly renovated church was dedicated 
and just over a week later, on Monday, July 
25, it will welcome the pope. 

Blom has built the new tabernacle by hand, 
repurposing the old maple hand railings of 
the church into that of a teepee. A new altar 
has also been built with the carving in the 
shape of a root ball (or tree base), meant to 
reflect the words Indigenous delegates told 
the pope at the Vatican in April, that they 
felt as if they were trees "buffeted by 
powerful winds." 

The pope repeated those words back to them 
at their final meeting, praising their strong 
roots and the fruit that they have produced. 
Now, they will have a physical 
representation as a permanent reminder in 
the church. 

 

A newly built altar for the Sacred Heart Catholic 
Church of the First Peoples in Edmonton, 
Alberta, where Pope Francis will visit on Jul 25 
during his visit to Canada (Courtesy of Mark 
Blom) 
 
Blom said considering the themes of the trip 
— truth, justice, healing, reconciliation and 
hope — that going forward he hopes the 
newly outfitted parish will become "a venue 
for bringing different kinds of groups 
together to hear the experience of 
Indigenous people" and through hosting 
listening circles, provide "encounters for 
people's chemistry to be forever changed." 

Showcasing frailty, forgiveness 

Since the Vatican first announced the trip in 
May, there has been no shortage of requests 
for the pope to visit various residential 
school sites and Indigenous communities 
throughout the country — 
and disappointment by some that the 85-
year-old pope has had to limit his visit to 
only three regions. 

Yet according to Bouvette, despite high 
hopes that Francis would visit a range of 
other locations, when he reminds others of 
Francis' age and condition, it is 
"immediately disarming," given the 
Indigenous' renowned respect for the 
elderly. 

"There is immediate recognition and 
appreciation of his stature, not just as a pope 
but as an elderly person," he said, noting 
that the Indigenous community has been 
eager "to revere that and accommodate 
that." 
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Elder Fred Kelly, a spiritual adviser to the First 
Nations' delegation that met with Pope Francis, 
prays for the pope during a meeting with 
Indigenous elders, knowledge keepers, abuse 
survivors and youth from Canada, along with 
representatives of Canada's Catholic bishops in 
the Vatican's Clementine Hall April 1. 
(CNS/Vatican Media) 
 
Those accommodations will include one of 
Francis' most scaled-back schedules of any 
of his travels, with the pope only 
participating most days in one event in the 
morning and one in the afternoon and only 
for an hour at a time. 

Mann, who also served as program director 
for John Paul II's 2002 visit to the country 
for World Youth Day, said the pope's 
physical condition is a "concern, but not a 
huge concern." 

With John Paul II, he recalled, "it was very 
clear that he was frail, but his voice was 
strong and his message was clear." 

"There's no way Francis is more delicate 
than John Paul II was 20 years ago," Mann 
added. 

Cuplinskas said that while both men "are 
visiting the country with frail bodies," they 
are using their frailty to convey slightly 
different messages," with John Paul using 
his witness to show that old age is "a phase 
we all go through in life." 

"For Francis, the symbolism is different," 
she said. "He's going to come despite his 
frailty," noting that it will help underscore 
the apology that he is traveling to Canada to 
make. 

"Here, it will add to the importance of the 
event." 

 
Christopher White 
Christopher White is the Vatican 
correspondent for NCR. His email address 
is cwhite@ncronline.org. Follow him on 
Twitter: @CWWhiteNCR. 
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Christi USA: 50 years 

of building the 
peaceable kingdom 
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Jean Stokan, a Washington-area resident, flashes 
a peace sign as members of Pax Christi gather 
for an anti-war rally on the National Mall in 
Washington Jan. 27, 2009. Tens of thousands of 
people participated in the rally and a march 
urging the United States to get out of Iraq. 
(CNS/Nancy Wiechec) 
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At the beginning of each liturgical year, the 
church listens attentively to the Hebrew 
prophets who described the coming of the 
Anointed One. Isaiah is a frequent voice in 
the Advent liturgy, and his vision of the day 
of the Lord provides great inspiration and 
hope for those who long for a time of peace. 
He dreams of nations turning swords into 
plowshares and spears into pruning hooks, 
lions and lambs lying down together, and a 
little child who leads them. Yet each 
Advent, Christians who celebrate the 
coming of the Prince of Peace must 
acknowledge how far we are from realizing 
this great messianic vision. 

As Pax Christi USA celebrates its 50th 
anniversary of establishment as the official 
Catholic peace movement in the United 
States in August, we mark this golden 
jubilee in the midst of daily reports of the 
tragic loss of lives from unprovoked attacks 
on Ukraine by Russia. Bodies pile up in 
streets and people are displaced at home and 
seek refuge in other nations. Closer to home, 
Independence Day celebrations were marred 
by mass shootings — coming as the nation 
was still grieving yet another slaughter of 
innocent children in their classrooms in 
Uvalde, Texas. 

Wars and violence continue in Afghanistan, 
Ethiopia, Myanmar, Sudan, Yemen and 
many other places on the planet — each 
contributing to the increased displacement 
of people and ecological destruction in 
addition to the loss of sacred human lives. 
Nations like our own continue to spend 
disproportionate amounts of their budgets to 
procure weapons, and the threat of nuclear 
destruction continues, even when no one is 
paying attention. Beating swords into 
plowshares remains a dream, but a dream 
whose time is long overdue. 

 
Flore Berger prays during the 35th annual Pax 
Christi Metro New York Way of the Cross/Way 
of Peace April 14, 2017, in New York City. 
"Jesus Calls Us to Active Nonviolence" was the 
theme of the year's Good Friday 
commemoration. (CNS/Gregory A. Shemitz) 
 
In the early 1970s, when the U.S. was 
polarized over engagement in the war in 
Vietnam, Catholic peacebuilders like Eileen 
Egan, Gordon Zahn, Gerry Vanderhaar, Ed 
Guinan, Notre Dame de Namur Sr. Mary 
Evelyn Jegen, retired Detroit Auxiliary 
Bishop Tom Gumbleton, Joe Fahey and 
others took inspiration from the French 
Catholics who sought to use their Catholic 
faith to overcome resentments from World 
War II against Germans who shared their 
faith. From its inception, Pax Christi has 
promoted a spirituality of nonviolence that 
engages individuals, communities and 
nations in the long-term search for peaceful 
resolutions to conflict. 

The signs of the times that were current in 
1972 remain, even if circumstances and 
particulars have changed. The Gospel of 
Jesus, the Peacemaker who reconciles 
humanity with God, continues to call us all 
to conversion. Members of Pax Christi strive 
to respond to that call, to root out tendencies 
to violence in their own hearts and minds, to 
and join others in a community that wants to 
live the spirit of the Beatitudes. 
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The methodology of Pax Christi has also 
been consistent: prayer, study and action. 
Realizing that peace is ultimately a gift of 
God and the work of the Holy Spirit, Pax 
Christi members pray daily to be receptive 
to God's gift of peace. Prayer is sometimes 
done in a public format, providing a faithful 
witness in places where the forces of 
violence and death are operative and calling 
forth a response from other Christians who 
are complicit in the violence perpetrated in 
their name. 
 

Beating swords into plowshares remains a 
dream, but a dream whose time is long 

overdue. 
 

Study of the issues that provoke violence 
and injustice as well as teaching alternatives 
to violence and the spirituality and practice 
of active nonviolent resistance allows Pax 
Christi to adhere to Jesus' instruction to be 
as cunning as serpents and gentle as doves. 
The action undertaken by Pax Christi is in 
relation to the prayer and study; it is 
sometimes symbolic and liturgical; it is 
sometimes practical as in communication 
with lawmakers and parties in dispute; it is 
always undertaken with respect for those 
who differ and avoids the demonization of 
the other. 
Pax Christi USA has strengthened its 
commitment to building peace with justice 
in U.S. American society and promoting 
Catholic social teaching, both in and outside 
the structures of the church. For the last 20 
years, Pax Christi has been especially 
attentive to systemic racism as an inherently 
violent source of injustice in the United 
States. Pax Christi recognized that, like so 
much of the U.S. church, the organization 
was predominantly one of white people of a 
certain generation. 

A movement that calls itself "catholic" 
without reflecting some of the diversity of 
the U.S. church membership is already 

impoverished. To engage people of color 
who are passionate about the need for peace 
and who want to work for the dismantling of 
injustice in the movement, it has been 
important to amplify their voices and to 
make sure those voices are heard and to 
increase the numbers of people of color 
within the organization. 

Pax Christi's Anti-Racism Team (PCART) 
has been providing workshops for religious 
communities, students, parishes and other 
organizations that help them to see how 
systemic racism works and to equip them to 
do the hard work of social change. With all 
that has happened in recent years with the 
emergence of white supremacist 
organizations into the open and the greater 
awareness of police violence against the 
African American community, PCART and 
all of Pax Christi USA is eager to build on 
the greater awareness of racial injustice and 
do even more to see racial justice as a 
prerequisite for a peaceful society. 

The great witness for nonviolent action, 
Martin Luther King Jr., longed to form a 
beloved community, which he meant to be a 
multicultural community, because he 
realized that the forces of injustice could 
only be successful when they divide the 
disenfranchised among themselves and 
cause them to be suspicious of each other. 

Pax Christi USA is also aware of injustices 
within the church's structure. For many 
Catholics who are disappointed that their 
Sunday homilies do not draw from the rich 
social teaching of our tradition and in some 
cases even cause members of the community 
to feel alienated, Pax Christi has been their 
main experience of community within the 
church and provides the sustenance needed 
for the journey to the Reign of God. Racism, 
sexism, militarism and homophobia need to 
be confronted within the church as well as 

https://paxchristiusa.org/who-we-are/pax-christi-anti-racism-team/


the larger society if we want to build a 
lasting peace with justice. 

 
A member of a Pax Christi delegation listens to 
a presentation during a visit in Fasayel, West 
Bank, in this May 15, 2015 file photo. 
(CNS/Miriam Alster) 
 
During the pontificate of Pope Francis, Pax 
Christi has rejoiced to see him embrace the 
spirituality of the nonviolent Christ and call 
for a reevaluation of the just war theory in 
our teaching. The pope has repeatedly 
described the present situation of the world 
as a "third world war fought piecemeal" and 
has confronted what he terms the 
"globalization of indifference" with his calls 
for a more peaceful and fraternal world. He 
has emphasized the need for a more fraternal 
world and has taught us so much about the 
need to include the marginalized and those 
on the peripheries. 

As we observe this golden jubilee of Pax 
Christi USA, we continue to long for the 
realization of Isaiah's vision of swords and 
spears becoming instruments for cultivation 
of food. But we do not wait idly, we 
contribute to the building of that peaceable 
kingdom which Jesus inaugurated with his 
death and resurrection. We cultivate 
inwardly and demonstrate outwardly that 
peace which was breathed by the Risen 
Christ upon the apostles. 

 
John Stowe 
Bishop John Stowe, Order of Friars Minor 
Conventual, is the third bishop of the 
Diocese of Lexington, Kentucky. He serves 
as bishop president of Pax Christi USA. 
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The closing procession during a traditional Latin 
Mass celebrated July 1, 2021, at Immaculate 
Conception Seminary in Huntington, N.Y. (CNS 
photo/Gregory A. Shemitz) 
 
ROME — Pope Francis cracked down July 
16 on the spread of the old Latin Mass, 
reversing one of Pope Benedict XVI's 
signature decisions in a major challenge to 
traditionalist Catholics who immediately 
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decried it as an attack on them and the 
ancient liturgy. 

Francis reimposed restrictions on celebrating 
the Latin Mass that Benedict had relaxed in 
2007. Francis said he was doing so because 
Benedict's reform had become a source of 
division in the Roman Catholic Church and 
used as a tool by Catholics opposed to the 
Second Vatican Council, the 1962-65 event 
that led to wide reforms across the global 
church. 

Critics said they had never before witnessed 
a pope so thoroughly reversing his 
predecessor. That the reversal concerned 
something so fundamental as the liturgy, 
while Benedict is still alive and living in the 
Vatican as a retired pope, only amplified the 
extraordinary nature of Francis' move, 
which will surely result in more right-wing 
hostility directed at him. 

Francis, 84, issued a new law requiring 
individual bishops to approve celebrations 
of the old Mass, also called the Tridentine 
Mass, and requiring newly ordained priests 
to receive explicit permission to celebrate it 
from their bishops in consultation with the 
Vatican.  

  
Under the new law, bishops must also 
determine if the current groups of faithful 
attached to the old Mass accept Vatican II. 
These groups can no longer use regular 
parishes for their Masses; instead, bishops 
must find an alternate location for them. 

In addition, Francis said bishops are no 
longer allowed to authorize the formation of 
any new pro-Latin Mass groups in their 
dioceses.  

Francis said he was taking action to promote 
unity and heal divisions within the church 
that had grown since Benedict’s 2007 

document, Summorum Pontificum. He said 
he based his decision on a 2020 Vatican 
survey of all the world's bishops, whose 
"responses reveal a situation that 
preoccupies and saddens me, and persuades 
me of the need to intervene." 

The pope's rollback immediately created an 
uproar among traditionalists already 
opposed to Francis’ more progressive bent 
and still nostalgic for Benedict’s doctrinaire 
papacy. 

"This is an extremely disappointing 
document which entirely undoes the legal 
provisions," of Benedict’s 2007 document, 
said Joseph Shaw, chairman of the Latin 
Mass Society of England and Wales.  

While Latin celebrations can continue, "the 
presumption is consistently against them: 
bishops are being invited to close them 
down,” Shaw said, adding that the 
requirement for Latin Masses to be held 
outside a parish was “unworkable." 

"This is an extraordinary rejection of the 
hard work for the church and the loyalty to 
the hierarchy which has characterized the 
movement for the Traditional Mass for 
many years, which I fear will foster a sense 
of alienation among those attached to the 
Church’s ancient liturgy," he said in an 
email. 

Benedict had issued his document in 2007 to 
reach out to a breakaway, schismatic group 
that celebrates the Latin Mass, the Society of 
St. Pius X, and which had split from Rome 
over the modernizing reforms of Vatican II.  

But Francis said Benedict's effort to foster 
unity had essentially backfired. 

The opportunity offered by Benedict, the 
pope said in a letter to bishops 
accompanying the new law, was instead 



"exploited to widen the gaps, reinforce the 
divergences, and encourage disagreements 
that injure the Church, block her path, and 
expose her to the peril of division." 

Francis said he was "saddened" that the use 
of the old Mass "is often characterized by a 
rejection not only of the liturgical reform, 
but of the Vatican Council II itself, 
claiming, with unfounded and unsustainable 
assertions, that it betrayed the Tradition and 
the 'true Church.'" 

Christopher Bellitto, professor of church 
history at Keane University, said Francis 
was right to intervene, noting that Benedict's 
original decision had had a slew of 
unintended consequences that not only split 
the church but temporarily roiled relations 
with Jews. 

"Francis hits it right on the head with his 
observation that Benedict’s 2007 loosening 
of regulations against the Latin rite allowed 
others to use it for division," he said. "The 
blowback proves his point." 

The blowback was indeed fierce, though it's 
also likely that many will simply ignore 
Francis' decree and continue on as before 
with sympathetic bishops. Some of these 
traditionalists and Catholics already were 
among Francis' fiercest critics, with some 
accusing him of heresy for having opened 
the door to letting divorced and civilly 
remarried Catholics receive Communion. 

Cardinals who are critics of Francis did not 
immediately comment on the law. In recent 
days, however, Cardinal Robert Sarah, the 
retired head of the Vatican's liturgy office 
and a fierce supporter of the old liturgy, sent 
preemptive tweets insisting on the 
"irreversible" reform that Benedict had 
ushered in.  

For years, though, Francis has made known 
his distaste of the old liturgy, privately 
labeling its adherents self-referential navel-
gazers who are out of touch with the needs 
of the church and its faithful today. He 
has cracked down on religious orders that 
celebrated the old Mass exclusively and 
frequently decried the "rigidity" of tradition-
minded priests who prioritize rules over 
pastoral accompaniment. 

Traditionalists have insisted that the old 
liturgy was never abrogated and that 
Benedict’s 2007 reform had allowed it to 
flourish. 

They point to the growth of traditionalist 
parishes, often frequented by young, large 
families, as well as new religious orders that 
celebrate the old liturgy. The Latin Mass 
Society claims the number of traditional 
Masses celebrated each Sunday in England 
and Wales had more than doubled since 
2007, from 20 to 46. 

But for many, the writing was on the wall as 
soon as Francis stepped out onto the 
loggia of St. Peter’s Basilica after his 2013 
election without the ermine-trimmed red 
velvet cape preferred by Benedict and a 
symbol of the pre-Vatican II church. 
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A traditional Latin Mass is celebrated July 1 at 
Immaculate Conception Seminary in 
Huntington, New York. (CNS/Gregory A. 
Shemitz) 
 
Pope Francis is a patient pastor. Until he 
isn't. 

His new apostolic letter, Traditionis 
Custodes, in which Francis communicates 
"the firm decision to abrogate all the norms, 
instructions, permissions and customs that 
precede the present [document] and declare 
that the liturgical books promulgated by the 
saintly Pontiffs Paul VI and John Paul II … 
constitute the unique expression of the lex 
orandi of the Roman Rite" is the ecclesial 
equivalent of ripping off the Band-aid in one 
pull. It was also the only real option. 

Four years ago, on the 10th anniversary 
of Summorum Pontificum, Pope Benedict 
XVI's apostolic letter granting greater access 
to the Tridentine rite, I noted that it was 
clear the pope's hopes had not been realized. 
I wrote: 

There are those who have made the 
extraordinary form the symbol of an 
ecclesial agenda that certainly runs counter 
to much of what Vatican II achieved. If you 
spot a bishop who likes to don the cappa 
magna, or a seminarian with a biretta, you 
can bet that they likely are inclined toward a 
triumphalist view of the church and a more 

rigid theological stance than the council 
required. 

I also noted that Benedict: 

totally failed to perceive the potential for the 
development of websites with a kind of cult 
following, sites that are ostensibly devoted 
to the extraordinary form of the Mass but 
that also serve as a conduit for a crimped, 
theologically unsophisticated form of 
Catholicism, combined with right-wing 
political agitprop. Fr. John Zuhlsdorf and 
Church Militant and Rorate Caeli all traffic 
in this nasty brew. 

It turns out that I was not the only one who 
perceived that the situation had miscarried. 
A priest who was close to Benedict told me 
that when the pope issued Summorum 
Pontificum, "he never intended to start a 
movement, still less an ideology!" But that 
is what happened. 

Francis, in his letter accompanying the new 
document, issued motu proprio (on his own 
initiative) on July 16, notes that at the time 
of the 10th anniversary of Summorum 
Pontificum, he asked the Congregation for 
the Doctrine of the Faith to send out a 
questionnaire to the world's bishops about 
the implementation of the document. Having 
gotten the replies, the pope felt moved to 
make the decisive step to greatly restrict the 
celebration of the old rite and to again leave 
it to the local bishop to decide when and 
where it may be celebrated. 

If you doubt that the pope really understands 
the nature of the problem, look to Article 4 
of the new letter. It states: "Priests ordained 
after the publication of the present Motu 
Proprio, who wish to celebrate using 
the Missale Romanum of 1962, should 
submit a formal request to the diocesan 
Bishop who shall consult the Apostolic See 
before granting this authorization." 
Seminarians who are asking older priests to 
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teach them how to say the old rite need to be 
more focused on improving their bedside 
manner for hospital visits. 

Two passages in Francis' letter to the 
bishops accompanying the new motu 
proprio stand forth. The first points to the 
way some exploited the pastoral solicitude 
of Benedict and St. Pope John Paul II: 

Regrettably, the pastoral objective of my 
Predecessors, who had intended "to do 
everything possible to ensure that all those 
who truly possessed the desire for unity 
would find it possible to remain in this unity 
or to rediscover it anew," has often been 
seriously disregarded. An opportunity 
offered by St. John Paul II and, with even 
greater magnanimity, by Benedict XVI, 
intended to recover the unity of an ecclesial 
body with diverse liturgical sensibilities, 
was exploited to widen the gaps, reinforce 
the divergences, and encourage 
disagreements that injure the Church, block 
her path, and expose her to the peril of 
division. 

It is not given to any of us, including popes, 
to look into the future. Benedict was not 
wrong to hope that people would accept his 
gracious indult and not abuse it, but the hope 
proved wrong. They did abuse it. 

The second passage from Francis' letter that 
stands out for its doctrinal clarity is this: 

In defense of the unity of the Body of Christ, 
I am constrained to revoke the faculty 
granted by my Predecessors. The distorted 
use that has been made of this faculty is 
contrary to the intentions that led to granting 
the freedom to celebrate the Mass with 
the Missale Romanum of 1962. Because 
"liturgical celebrations are not private 
actions, but celebrations of the Church, 
which is the sacrament of unity," they must 
be carried out in communion with the 

Church. Vatican Council II, while it 
reaffirmed the external bonds of 
incorporation in the Church — the 
profession of faith, the sacraments, of 
communion — affirmed with St. Augustine 
that to remain in the Church not only "with 
the body" but also "with the heart" is a 
condition for salvation. 

These words, it seems to me, put the pope's 
theological finger on the problem exactly: 
Aficionados of the old rite like to talk about 
how that rite uniquely conveys the sense that 
each Mass is a part of the one eternal 
sacrifice of Christ, and the thanksgiving to 
which the Eucharist is our response, but then 
they insist on their right to have a private 
Mass. 

If the Eucharist is, as Vatican II taught, the 
source and summit of the Catholic faith, 
then we know that when the celebration of 
the Eucharist fails to serve the unity of the 
church, something is wrong, and it isn't ever 
the fault of him whose sacrifice we 
commemorate. The gifts of the Spirit, too, 
never fail. The failing is in us, in our lack of 
charity, or in our inability to perceive the 
moral and religious obligation to promote 
unity. 

In the short term, I fear Francis' decision 
will aggravate the divisions within the 
church in the United States. But the choice 
was forced on him by those who, as he said, 
exploited Summorum Pontificum. The sting 
that follows pulling off a Band-Aid lasts but 
a minute. The church's thanksgiving for the 
sacrifice of Christ is eternal. 

The sting will be real in certain circles and 
all of us should be kind to those for whom 
this decision will be hard to bear. Then, in 
service of the unity that the Eucharist both 
builds and celebrates, we can move forward 
together. 



 
Michael Sean Winters 
Michael Sean Winters covers the nexus of 
religion and politics for NCR. 
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Pope Francis accepts a gift from Grand Chief 
George Arcand of the Confederacy of Treaty Six 
First Nations during a welcoming ceremony at 
Edmonton International Airport July 24, 2022. 
(CNS photo/Paul Haring) 
 
EDMONTON, ALBERTA — After a 
flight of more than 10 hours from Rome, 
Pope Francis landed in Edmonton on July 24 
and met briefly at the airport with 
Indigenous leaders, Canada's governor 

general and prime minister before heading to 
the local seminary for a rest. 

Governor General Mary Simon and Prime 
Minister Justin Trudeau walked alongside 
the pope as an aide pushed him in a 
wheelchair into an airport hangar for the 
informal welcome. Four Indigenous 
drummers heralded the arrival of their 
special guest. 

The pope, governor general and prime 
minister were greeted by: RoseAnn 
Archibald, national chief of the Assembly of 
First Nations; Gerald Antoine, regional chief 
of the Assembly of First Nations; Natan 
Obed, president of Inuit Tapiriit Kanatami; 
and Audrey Poitras, president of the Métis 
Nation of Alberta. 

On the long flight from Rome, Francis kept 
his habit of making a few brief remarks to 
reporters traveling with him and then -- 
leaning heavily on a silver cane -- walking 
all the way down one aisle and back up the 
other to personally greet the more than 75 
reporters, photographers and camera 
operators traveling with him. 

"I'm happy to greet you like always," he 
said. "I think I can get around." 

The pope had boarded the plane by 
"ambulift," a platform that lifted him in his 
wheelchair to the ITA plane. 

Francis told the reporters his visit to Canada 
July 24-29 would be "a penitential trip" to 
meet with, listen to and apologize to 
members of Canada's First Nation, Métis 
and Inuit communities, especially those who 
experienced abuse or attempts at forced 
assimilation at church-run residential 
schools. 

Francis also noted that he would be flying to 
Canada when he usually would lead the 

https://www.ncronline.org/authors/michael-sean-winters
https://www.ncronline.org/authors/cindy-wooden
https://www.ncronline.org/authors/catholic-news-service
https://www.ncronline.org/channel/vatican
https://www.ncronline.org/channel/world
https://www.ncronline.org/authors/michael-sean-winters


recitation of the Angelus prayer. "But let's 
do an Angelus here," he said, referring 
mainly to his customary Sunday midday 
address. 

With the Catholic Church around the globe 
marking the World Day of Grandparents and 
the Elderly July 24, the pope's mini-, 
airborne-Angelus address focused on how 
"grandfathers and grandmothers are those 
who have handed on history, traditions, 
customs -- many things." 

"Young people need contact with their 
grandparents, to go back to them, to their 
roots, not to remain there, not, but to carry 
them forward," he said, like a tree that draws 
nourishment from its roots to flower and 
produce fruit. 

As a Jesuit, Francis said he also wanted to 
urge members of religious orders to treasure 
their elderly members -- "the grandparents 
of consecrated life." 

"Please, don't hide them away," the pope 
said. 

The importance of elders as the keepers of 
wisdom and as educators of the young was 
expected to be a recurring theme during the 
pope's visit to Alberta, Quebec and Nunavut. 

Cardinal Pietro Parolin, Vatican secretary of 
state, was accompanying Francis on the trip. 
He told Vatican News July 23 the pope's 
focus would be on acknowledging and 
apologizing for the past, but also looking at 
the present and future. 

When the pope met April 1 at the Vatican 
with First Nation, Métis and Inuit 
representatives, the cardinal said, "the pope 
expressed shame and indignation at the 
actions of not a few Christians who, instead 
of bearing witness to the Gospel, conformed 
to the colonial mentality and past 

government policies of cultural assimilation, 
which severely harmed indigenous 
communities." 

"Especially painful was the role of some 
Catholics in the so-called residential school 
system, which resulted in the removal of 
many indigenous children from their 
families," the cardinal said. Many children 
endured emotional, physical and sexual 
abuse at the schools, in addition to being cut 
off from their native languages, customs and 
ceremonies. 

That past, Parolin said, is why Francis 
described his trip as a "penitential 
pilgrimage" and will focus on "healing 
wounds and reconciliation." 

However, he said, the pope's visit also will 
include a reflection on Indigenous values 
that can and should be shared with the wider 
society and church today. 

"Indeed, it can be fruitful for everyone to 
rediscover many of their values and 
teachings," such as concern for family and 
community, care for creation, the 
importance of spirituality, the strong bond 
between generations and respect for the 
elderly, the cardinal said. 

The pope's trip was planned around the feast 
of Sts. Joachim and Anne, the grandparents 
of Jesus. Francis is scheduled to join 
Indigenous pilgrims on the feast day, July 
26, at Lac Ste. Anne. 

At a news conference broadcast on YouTube 
before the pope's arrival, Archbishop 
Richard Smith of Edmonton told reporters, 
"I believe that this will be a very important 
moment in the history of our country." 

Fr. Cristino Bouvette, an Indigenous priest 
from the Diocese of Calgary, said 
everything about the papal visit was planned 



around the Indigenous communities, 
especially the survivors of residential 
schools, and their search for justice, healing 
and reconciliation. 

The program, he said, "has been designed 
with the explicit intention of highlighting 
and remaining present to the needs and 
concerns that have inspired the pope to 
come here in the first place. He probably 
likes Canada, but he's not coming here 
because he likes Canada. He is coming here 
to address this specific and particular 
pastoral need as a pastor." 

In Canada, Pope 
Francis tells 

Indigenous people he 
is 'deeply sorry' for 

abusive schools 
25 July 2022 

by Christopher White 
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World 

 
Pope Francis prays at the Ermineskin Cree 
Nation Cemetery before meeting with First 
Nations, Métis and Inuit communities July 25 at 
Maskwacis, Alberta. (CNS/Paul Haring) 
 
MASKWACIS, ALBERTA — Pope 
Francis on July 25 said he was "deeply 

sorry" for the Catholic Church's 
"catastrophic" involvement in the "cultural 
destruction" of Canada's Indigenous peoples 
through its participation in running the 
country's residential schools. 

"I humbly beg forgiveness for the evil 
committed by so many Christians against the 
Indigenous peoples," Francis said during a 
solemn meeting with Indigenous 
representatives, while visiting the former 
site of one of the largest residential schools 
in the country. 

The pope's remarks — his first since 
arriving in the country on Sunday, July 24 
— fulfill a demand from the Canadian Truth 
and Reconciliation Commission, which 
since 2015 has called on the pope to 
formally issue an apology on Canadian soil 
for the "spiritual, cultural, emotional, 
physical and sexual abuse of First Nations, 
Inuit and Métis children in Catholic-run 
residential schools." 

"I am sorry," said Francis. "I ask 
forgiveness, in particular, for the ways in 
which many members of the church and of 
religious communities cooperated, not least 
through their indifference, in projects of 
cultural destruction and forced assimilation 
promoted by the governments of that time, 
which culminated in the system of 
residential schools." 
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Ruby Rose Henry, a member of the Tla'amin 
Nation, warms up by a fire before Pope Francis 
arrives at the Muskwa, or Bear Park, Pow-Wow 
Grounds July 25 in Maskwacis, Alberta. 
(CNS/Cindy Wooden) 
 
Organizers of the trip have sought to 
emphasize the significance of the fact that 
the pope's first words in the country did not 
come during a Mass or with government 
officials, but rather a direct apology and 
encounter with the country's Indigenous 
population. 

Earlier this year, Francis held a weeklong 
series of meetings at the Vatican with 
Indigenous representatives and at the 
conclusion of their meetings, on April 
1, issued his first apology for the 
"deplorable" treatment of Indigenous 
peoples at the residential schools by certain 
Catholic officials and pledged to visit 
Canada later in the year. 

But upon touching down in Canada on the 
grounds of the former Ermineskin 
Residential School, the pope strengthened 
his apology, begging pardon not just for the 
actions of individual Catholics but for the 

church's culpability in adopting policies that 
stripped away Indigenous languages and 
identities. 

"Although Christian charity was not absent, 
and there were many outstanding instances 
of devotion and care for children, the overall 
effects of the policies linked to the 
residential schools were catastrophic," said 
Francis. 

From the 19th century until the 1970s, 
Catholic organizations operated up to 
60% of Canada's residential schools, which 
were designed to forcibly assimilate 
Indigenous peoples into the country. 

"What our Christian faith tells us is that this 
was a disastrous error, incompatible with the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ. It is painful to think 
of how the firm soil of values, language and 
culture that made up the authentic identity of 
your peoples was eroded, and that you have 
continued to pay the price of this," Francis 
said. "In the face of this deplorable evil, the 
Church kneels before God and implores his 
forgiveness for the sins of her children." 

 
An Indigenous dancer arrives ahead of Pope 
Francis July 25 in Maskwacis, Alberta, Canada. 
(CNS/Reuters/Todd Korol) 
 
At the beginning of his remarks, the pope 
recalled that one of the Indigenous delegates 
left with him two pairs of small moccasins 
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when they visited the Vatican, meant to 
signify the suffering of the Indigenous 
school children and those who never 
returned home. 

The moccasins, he said, "kept alive my 
sense of sorrow, indignation and shame." 
Following his remarks, Francis returned the 
moccasins to their original owners. 

Marie-Anne Day Walker-Pelletier, a former 
chief of the Okanese First Nation in 
Saskatchewan, who had given the moccasins 
to Francis, had previously told NCR that she 
would be anticipating the moccasins coming 
home. 

"It's not about the moccasins," she said. "It's 
about the graves of the children who were 
never found, the kids who were abused, 
raped and died at residential schools, the 
babies who were incinerated." 

As he offered the first remarks of his July 
24-30 visit to the country, the pope 
acknowledged those shameful realities, 
saying that when European settlers first 
arrived in Canada, there was an opportunity 
for a "fruitful encounter" between the mixed 
cultures and spiritualties, but expressed 
regret that by-in-large, that did not happen. 

"I think back on the stories you told: how 
the policies of assimilation ended up 
systematically marginalizing the Indigenous 
peoples," he elaborated. "How also through 
the system of residential schools your 
languages and cultures were denigrated and 
suppressed; how children suffered physical, 
verbal, psychological and spiritual abuse; 
how they were taken away from their homes 
at a young age, and how that indelibly 
affected relationships between parents and 
children, grandparents and grandchildren." 

 
A view of the cemetery where Pope Francis was 
to pray, Monday, July 25, in Maskwacis, near 
Edmonton, Canada. (AP photo/Gregorio Borgia) 
 
Amid wind and occasional rain, an 
estimated 2,000 survivors of residential 
schools attended the Monday morning 
meeting with Francis, alongside a crowd of 
some 4,000 Canadians, including Prime 
Minister Justin Trudeau, Governor General 
Mary Simon, and a number of elected 
officials. 

The 85-year-old pope, who has struggled 
with mobility issues in recent months due to 
a knee injury, arrived in a wheelchair and 
remained seated during his remarks. Prior to 
his arrival at the Bear Park Pow-Wow 
Grounds in Maskwacis, Francis visited the 
nearby Ermineskin Cree Nation Cemetery, a 
site that contains both marked and unmarked 
graves with the remains of former residential 
school students. There, the pope prayed in 
silence before his arrival on the grounds of 
the former school. 

During his subsequent remarks to the elders 
and survivors, he acknowledged that he had 
received invitations to visit a number of 
Indigenous lands throughout the country and 
expressed regret that his weeklong visit is 
limited to only three regions of the 
country. As the pope issued his long sought-
after apology, which was translated from 
Spanish to English, he was repeatedly met 
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with applause and whistles by those in 
attendance in Maskwacis. 

"Know that I am aware of the sufferings and 
traumas, the difficulties and challenges, 
experienced by the Indigenous peoples in 
every region of this country," said Francis. 
"The words that I speak throughout this 
penitential journey are meant for every 
Native community and person." The pope 
was flanked by local tribal leaders of the 
Ermineskin Cree Nation, Samson Cree 
Nation, Louis Bull Tribe and the Montana 
First Nation, who sat next to him on stage. 

As he concluded his remarks, the pope also 
called for continued assistance and an 
ongoing investigation into the past historical 
wrongs against Indigenous peoples, a likely 
nod to demands from survivors who have 
said that a key test of the church's sincerity 
in its apology will be whether it will release 
its residential school records and offer 
financial support to victims. 

Cassidy Caron, president of the Métis 
National Council, told NCR ahead of the 
visit that while each survivor will have their 
own measure of the success of Francis' papal 
visit, a "good start to walking the path of 
truth, reconciliation, justice and healing" 
would include eliminating impediments to 
accessing the church's historical records, 
which she said would be a "concrete action" 
to follow the pope's words. 

David Chartrand, president of the Manitoba 
Métis Federation who led a delegation of 
over 100 elders and survivors of residential 
schools, many of whom remain devout 
Catholics, said that beyond the pope's 
apology, there are areas of pastoral care that 
should be an ongoing sign of the church's 
commitment to the Indigenous. 

Speaking to NCR during the papal trip, 
Chartrand cited church closures and an 

ongoing rotation and shortage of priests in 
his region, which he told NCR is a 
"worrisome" trend. Despite those fears and 
past anger, he said the major takeaway from 
both the morning and the pope's time in 
Canada is hope. 

Francis will continue his encounter with the 
country's Indigenous peoples in the province 
of Alberta through Wednesday, July 27 and 
then head to French-speaking Quebec City 
for meetings with government officials and 
other Indigenous leaders. 

"You are like the Apostles," Chartrand said 
he told the elders from Manitoba. "You must 
now go back and tell this story." 

 
Christopher White 
Christopher White is the Vatican 
correspondent for NCR. His email address 
is cwhite@ncronline.org. Follow him on 
Twitter: @CWWhiteNCR. 
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Pope Francis to 

Canadian Catholics: 
Churches should be 
'open and inclusive' 

25 July 2022 
by Christopher White 

  
Vatican 

 
Pope Francis meets with Indigenous peoples and 
members of the parish community of Sacred 
Heart Church in Edmonton, Alberta, July 25, 
2022. (CNS photo/Paul Haring) 
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EDMONTON, Alberta — Just hours after 
Pope Francis begged pardon for the Catholic 
Church's shameful treatment of Indigenous 
peoples in Canada's abusive residential 
school system, the pope directed his 
attention specifically to Catholic 
worshippers, saying that all churches should 
be respectful of different cultures and "open 
and inclusive."  

The church, said Francis, "is and always 
should be — not a set of ideas and precepts 
to drill into people, but a welcoming home 
for everyone. He added that only then will 
true reconciliation be possible among church 
leaders and those wounded by the church's 
failures.   

The pope's remarks came in the early 
evening on July 25 at the Sacred Heart 
Church of the First Peoples in the heart of 
Edmonton, Alberta, the only dedicated 
Indigenous Catholic parish in Canada.  

Earlier in the day, Francis had offered an 
historic apology on Canadian soil for what 
he described as the church's part in the 
"cultural destruction" of the country's 
Indigenous peoples. As he continued his 
weeklong tour of Canada, the pope sought to 
outline the necessary conditions for the long 
road ahead for reconciliation with a 
population that the church has historically 
marginalized and treated with suspicion.  

"This place is a house for all, open and 
inclusive, just as the church should be, for it 
is the family of the children of God, where 
hospitality and welcome, typical values of 
the indigenous culture, are essential," 
Francis said to some 150 parish members 
gathered inside the church. 

As the pope arrived, he was greeted by 
traditional drummers and was welcomed by 
Indigenous singers, in a prayer service 
meant to highlight the church's diverse 

membership and commitment to 
incorporating elements of Indigenous 
spirituality.  

Throughout his papacy, Francis has sought 
to emphasize that the global church should 
respect and learn from other cultures and not 
be afraid of the inculturation of their 
traditions in Catholic liturgy and worship. 

At Sacred Heart, a parish newly reopened 
after an accidental fire in 2020, the pope 
specifically highlighted the installation of a 
new tabernacle built underneath a teepee and 
an altar made in the shape of a root ball (or 
tree base). 

"You, my dear indigenous brothers and 
sisters, have much to teach us about the 
symbolism and vital meaning of the tree," 
said Francis. "It is impressive to see how the 
symbolism of the tree is reflected in the 
architecture of this church, where a tree 
trunk symbolically unites the earth below 
and the altar on which Jesus reconciles us in 
the Eucharist in 'an act of cosmic love' that 
'joins heaven and earth, embracing and 
penetrating all creation.'" 

The pope went on to quote the words of 
Pope John Paul II who, when visiting 
Canada in 1984, said that "Christ animates 
the very center of all culture. Thus, not only 
is Christianity relevant to the Indian people, 
but Christ, in the members of his Body, is 
himself Indian."  

Said Francis: "On the cross, Christ 
reconciles and brings back together 
everything that seemed unthinkable and 
unforgivable; he embraces everyone and 
everything. Everyone and everything!"  

Fr. Mark Blom, the associate pastor of 
Sacred Heart, who built the new tabernacle 
by hand, told NCR ahead of the pope's visit 
that while parishioners were enthusiastic 
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about Francis' trip, he recognized that many 
others outside of the church will experience 
anger and hurt, given the institutional 
church's historical record.  

In order to make that reconciliation possible, 
Blom said he wants the parish to become a 
permanent venue for bringing together 
people to hear the experiences of Indigenous 
peoples and provide "encounters for people's 
chemistry to be forever changed." 

On July 25, as Francis concluded his first 
full day in Canada, the pope offered his own 
instructions for both the parish, and the 
broader Catholic Church, saying "this is the 
way: not to decide for others, not to 
pigeonhole everyone within our 
preconceived categories, but to place 
ourselves before the crucified Lord and 
before our brothers and sisters, in order to 
learn how to walk together."  

"That is what the church is, and should 
always be."  

 
Christopher White 
Christopher White is the Vatican 
correspondent for NCR. His email address 
is cwhite@ncronline.org. Follow him on 
Twitter: @CWWhiteNCR. 
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traveling abroad 
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by Daniel P. Horan 

  

 
A bartender wears a face mask to protect against 
COVID-19 at the Mustang Sally Restaurant in 
Pretoria, South Africa, on Nov. 4, 2020, the day 
of the U.S. presidential election. (AP) 
 
As the House Select Committee on the 
attack on the Capitol wraps up its public 
hearings and we continue processing the 
startling new details of the insurrection on 
Jan. 6, 2021, I have been thinking about the 
various ways we see ourselves as a country, 
especially as I am currently outside of it. 

Earlier this month, New York Times opinion 
columnist Ross Douthat wrote a piece titled 
"What It Means to See America in Person," 
about the impact his family's summer 
vacation driving across the United States has 
had on him. Writing late at night from a 
hotel room in Montana, he remarks that the 
journey across so many states has inspired in 
him a sense of wonder at the vastness and 
contents of the country. Additionally, he 
noted his increased appreciation for "the 
intense difference between America 
experienced as a geographic entity, a 
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continental empire, and America 
experienced as a virtual landscape, via the 
screens and apps through which we 
increasingly encounter one another." 

Although I often find myself disagreeing 
with some of Douthat's views, especially 
when they veer into lane of Catholic 
ecclesial politics, I really appreciated this 
and his following column, also written from 
and about his road trip. 

I grew up in a family of six without 
extraordinary financial resources, which 
meant that the destinations of my family 
vacations were determined in part by where 
the minivan could take us. While we never 
traveled cross-country in the westerly 
fashion of the Douthat family, we did spend 
a lot of time driving to visit family, cities 
and historical sites on the East Coast. When 
I was a kid, visiting places like the 
Gettysburg battlefields or Independence Hall 
in Philadelphia or the Capitol in Washington 
helped make American history class in 
school come alive in a way that was merely 
abstract for other classmates. 

And as Douthat experienced, such road trips 
helped me have a more capacious 
perspective when thinking about what it 
means to talk about this country. 

This has only grown exponentially for me as 
I have been so fortunate to see so much 
more of the United States as an adult. I have 
met, spoken with and gotten to know so 
many people from so many parts of this 
beautiful and vast country. I have seen the 
immense diversity of landscape and 
environment, living conditions and contexts, 
cultures and traditions, and this has indelibly 
shaped and informed how I think about 
many things about the United States. 

Douthat's columns also got me thinking 
about another series of experiences I have 

been privileged to have over the years that 
have helped inform my thinking about the 
United States, its government and its people. 

I read these columns while in South Africa 
and I am writing these words now in Cape 
Town, the first stop of an annual multiweek 
lecture tour sponsored by Jesuit Institute 
South Africa that will take me to multiple 
cities around this country as well as to 
Botswana and Eswatini. 

Over the years, I have found that my 
perspective on the United States has shifted 
in important ways when I'm abroad and able 
to look back at America from afar. I learn 
from the questions and views of others 
around the world. Such experiences invite 
deeper reflection about cultural, social, 
political and ecclesial contexts that are easy 
to be absorbed by while back in America. 

The first time I recall having a sustained and 
transformative experience abroad that 
affected my view of the United States was in 
the summer of 2008 when my Franciscan 
classmate and I lived in Bolivia while 
studying Spanish. We lived with the local 
Franciscan friars for several months and 
were regularly asked about American 
politics, especially since it was a presidential 
election year and they were fascinated with 
the race between Barack Obama and John 
McCain. 

These conversations revealed in profound 
ways just how invested the rest of the world 
is in what happens in the United States. 
Because of its wealth, military power and 
cultural influence, what happens in the 
United States and how our government acts 
affects everyone else. 

Some people might see that influence as a 
point of pride, and sometimes it is, but 
oftentimes it is not. In addition to being 
asked daily about the presidential race, that 

https://www.nytimes.com/2022/07/20/opinion/america-drivers-road-trip.html
https://www.jesuitinstitute.org.za/
https://www.jesuitinstitute.org.za/


summer was also filled with painful 
conversations about the outgoing 
presidential administration of George W. 
Bush, the war in Afghanistan and the 
invasion of Iraq. 

As I would experience again and again in 
many other countries around the world in 
subsequent years, people often talked about 
the sympathy and solidarity they intuitively 
felt when the United States was attacked on 
Sept. 11, 2001, and the months thereafter. 
But that this goodwill was understandably 
depleted years later after the United States 
wreaked global havoc, first with its 
disastrous "war on terror" and then the 
economic collapse of the housing market. 

In 2016, while in England, I found myself 
fielding dozens of questions from British 
colleagues about what was happening back 
home with the rise of the Republican front-
runner Donald Trump. While many political 
commentators and ordinary Americans alike 
viewed Trump as an entertaining character 
and a clown, our friends abroad took his 
candidacy very seriously. They understood 
what was at stake, not just for internal 
American politics but also for the world. 

 
A march against Donald Trump, then president 
of the United States, is held in London on June 
4, 2019. (Dreamstime/Inkdropcreative1) 
 
Such consequences were evident to me in 
August 2017 as I watched from Ireland as 
the horrific events surrounding the racist 

"Unite the Right" rally in Charlottesville, 
Virginia, unfolded. I witnessed Europe's 
reaction to the American president's 
inexplicable failure to condemn the overtly 
racist violence, inexcusably claiming 
violence on "many sides" and saying about 
white supremacist protesters that there "were 
very fine people on both sides." 

In 2019, I was in Australia when the mass 
shootings in El Paso, Texas, and then 
Dayton, Ohio, took place. I wrote about 
that experience in a column, noting the stark 
contrast between American and Australia, 
the latter of which enacted very strict gun 
laws in response to just one mass shooting in 
the 1990s. From the other side of the world, 
it was clear that another way was indeed 
possible. 

And now I find myself again as an American 
abroad, this time watching the closing 
congressional hearing on the Jan. 6 
insurrection investigation from the African 
continent. It is again clear that the whole 
world is also watching, and trying to make 
sense of what has happened and what will 
happen in the United States moving forward. 

One of the key takeaways I see right now is 
a simple reminder that America is not as 
exceptional or special as Americans so often 
believe. We are as vulnerable to political 
violence and corruption as any other nation. 
The question now is what do we want to do 
and what are we willing to do in light of this 
fact? 

Traveling abroad — like a road trip across 
America — is a privilege and an opportunity 
that not everyone has available to them. 
When I was a boy traveling in the family car 
on vacation, I could never have imagined 
that I would have the opportunity to 
someday visit such amazing places and 
people around the globe. And so I never take 
it for granted when invitations to lecture, 
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lead retreats or participate in conferences 
make such travel possible. 

Therefore, I try to make the most of it, 
which includes not only earnestly striving to 
learn and experience as much as possible 
about the place I'm visiting, but also look 
back and see more clearly the complex 
reality that is my own country, having been 
aided by the perspectives of other peoples. 

Even if I never have the opportunity again to 
travel outside the country, I realize that it is 
important to consider the perspective of 
what America means to other people around 
the globe in reflecting on what it means to 
me. That path requires committing to an 
intellectual journey of humility and self-
reflection as much, or even more so, than a 
physical journey abroad. 

 
Daniel P. Horan 
Franciscan Fr. Daniel P. Horan is 
the director of the Center for Spirituality and 
professor of philosophy, religious studies 
and theology at Saint Mary's College in 
Notre Dame, Indiana. Follow him on 
Twitter: @DanHoranOFM. 
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Pope Francis arrives to celebrate Mass at 
Commonwealth Stadium July 26 in Edmonton, 
Alberta, Canada. Looking on in the background 
with headdress is Phil Fontaine, former national 
chief of the Assembly of First Nations. 
(CNS/Paul Haring) 
 
EDMONTON AND LAC STE. ANNE, 
ALBERTA — Pope Francis on July 26 
appealed to Canadian Catholics to safeguard 
the memory of grandparents and the elderly 
as a necessary means of preventing the 
mistakes of the past and for building a better 
future. 

Remembering one's ancestors, said Francis, 
is a means of building "a future in which the 
history of violence and marginalization 
suffered by our Indigenous brothers and 
sisters is never repeated." 

The pope's remarks came during his first 
public Mass since arriving here on July 24 
and one day after he issued a historic 
apology for abuses at Catholic Church-run 
residential schools, which for over a century 
sought to forcibly assimilate Indigenous 
young people. 

Yet despite the solemn nature of the pope's 
weeklong tour through Canada, on July 26 
Francis also sought to cast an optimistic 
vision of the future, saying that 
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remembering one's roots allows for new 
fruit to blossom. 

"The grandparents who went before, the 
elderly who had dreams and hopes for us, 
and made great sacrifices for us, ask us an 
essential question: 'What kind of a society 
do you want to build?' " he asked. 

 
Pope Francis celebrates Mass at Commonwealth 
Stadium July 26 in Edmonton, Alberta. 
(CNS/Paul Haring) 
 
Since the beginning of his pontificate, 
Francis has frequently reflected on his own 
grandparents, particularly his grandmother, 
whom he has cited as critical to his call to 
the priesthood. 

In 2021, Francis instituted the Catholic 
Church's first-ever World Day of 
Grandparents and the Elderly, a now annual 
celebration on the fourth Sunday of July on 
the feast of Sts. Joachim and Anne, Jesus' 
grandparents. The pope's trip to Canada was 
timed, in part, to coincide with this feast 
day, which is popular among some 
Indigenous Catholics known for their 
reverence of ancestors and the elderly. 

"This is the mystery of human life: We are 
all someone’s children, begotten and shaped 
by another, but as we become adults, we too 
are called to give life, to be a father, mother 
or grandparent to someone else," Francis 
said to an estimated crowd of 50,000 people 
at Edmonton's Commonwealth Stadium 
during his homily. "Thinking about the 

people we are today, what do we want to do 
with ourselves?" 

 
A woman holds a rosary as people wait for the 
start of Pope Francis' celebration of Mass at 
Commonwealth Stadium July 26 in Edmonton, 
Alberta. (CNS/Paul Haring) 
 
While Francis celebrated the Liturgy of the 
Word and offered the homily, the Liturgy of 
the Eucharist was celebrated by Archbishop 
Richard Smith of Edmonton, as the pope 
remained seated during the service due to 
his ongoing mobility issues due to a knee 
injury. Both men wore handmade vestments 
with Indigenous beading. 

And in a sense, the 85-year-old pope's 
remarks were personal, as he sought to 
underscore that despite age and physical 
limitations, the elderly still have something 
to offer the young. 

In looking ahead, Francis pleaded for "a 
future that does not judge the value of 
people simply by what they can produce" 
and "a future that is not indifferent to the 
need of the aged to be cared for and listened 
to." 

"Our grandparents and our elders wanted to 
see a more just, fraternal and solidary world, 
and they fought to give us a future," he said. 
"Now, it is up to us not to let them down." 

After celebrating Mass in Canada's largest 
outdoor venue, the pope traveled an hour 
northwest of Edmonton to the pilgrimage 
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site of Lake St. Anne, home of the largest 
annual gathering of Indigenous peoples from 
North America.  

There — against the backdrop of a lake 
where Indigenous peoples have long sought 
healing and the chance to commune with 
nature — the pope again paid tribute to the 
elderly, alongside of the other signature 
themes of his papacy: care of the 
environment.  

"Here, immersed in creation, we can also 
sense another beating: the maternal 
heartbeat of the earth," said Francis. "Just as 
the hearts of babies in the womb beat in 
harmony with those of their mothers, so in 
order to grow as people, we need to 
harmonize our own rhythms of life with 
those of creation, which gives us life."  

Prior to beginning his remarks, the pope, 
who has continued to use his wheelchair 
throughout this trip due to knee pain — 
prayed on the lake shores, a place 
Indigenous peoples have long held to have 
miraculous healing waters.   

The pope recalled that the setting was not 
dissimilar to that of Lake of Galilee, where 
Jesus ministered during the first century and 
preached the radical Gospel messages of 
acceptance and nonviolence.  

"God chose that richly diverse context to 
announce to the world something 
revolutionary: 'Turn the other cheek, love 
your enemies, live as brothers and sisters so 
as to be children of God,'" said Francis.  

Those same lessons, he said, have been 
embraced and lived out by the Indigenous 
who for over a century have gathered at the 
lake in an "unprecedented proclamation of 
fraternity." 

"Here, on the shores of this lake, the sound 
of drums, spanning the centuries and uniting 
different peoples, brings us back to that 
time," said Francis, surrounded by a crowd 
of survivors, elders and other Indigenous 
peoples, many of whom were adorned in 
traditional regalia.   

"It reminds us that fraternity is genuine if it 
unites those who are far apart, that the 
message of unity that heaven sends down to 
earth does not fear differences, but invites us 
to fellowship, in order to start afresh 
together, because we are all pilgrims on a 
journey." 

 
Pope Francis blesses the crowd as he participates 
in the Lac Ste. Anne pilgrimage and Liturgy of 
the Word at Lac Ste. Anne, Alberta, July 26, 
2022. (CNS photo/Paul Haring) 
 
Ahead of the pope's arrival, Greg Stanwood, 
a Métis pilgrim to the event, told NCR that 
he believed the pope's presence at the lake 
was a sign of his "sincerity" to journey 
together with the Indigenous, but that the 
real work of reconciliation would begin after 
the event and the pope's time in Canada 
comes to an end. 

Those sentiments were echoed by Rose 
Tsannie, who made a two-day road trip from 
Wallston, Saskatchewan, to bring her 73-
year-old mother, a residential school 
survivor, to see the pope in person in 
Alberta.  



Despite traveling to Lake St. Anne on a 
regular basis for the past three decades, she 
said "my heart is just pounding. I've never 
seen anything like this here."  

"My mother does not want to talk about her 
time in the residential schools or discuss 
with us this trip, but being here is important 
for her and us," she told NCR.   

As the pope concluded his remarks, he 
prayed that both the lake and his visit would 
be a continued means of healing and 
righting past wrongs against the original 
inhabitants of the land.  

"We bring to you our weariness and our 
struggles, the wounds of the violence 
suffered by our indigenous brothers and 
sisters," said Francis. "In this blessed place, 
where harmony and peace reign, we present 
to you the disharmony of our experiences, 
the terrible effects of colonization, the 
indelible pain of so many families, 
grandparents and children."  

"Help us to be healed of our wounds," the 
pope implored.                             

Francis will continue his "penitential 
pilgrimage" through Canada on July 27, 
when he is scheduled to depart Edmonton 
and arrive in the French-speaking Quebec 
City. 

 
Christopher White 
Christopher White is the Vatican 
correspondent for NCR. His email address 
is cwhite@ncronline.org. Follow him on 
Twitter: @CWWhiteNCR. 
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bishops helps whole 

church, says new 
Vatican dicastery 
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María Lía Zervino in her sparsely decorated 
office at the World Union of Catholic Women's 
Organizations in Rome. "We moved in right in 
the middle of the pandemic," she told NCR. 
(Justin McLellan) 
 
ROME — When María Lía Zervino learned 
she was among the first three women 
appointed as members of the Vatican's 
Dicastery for Bishops, only two words came 
to mind: "What appointment?" 

Called up by a journalist to get her reaction 
to the news, the Argentine was left in shock, 
and called Cardinal Marc Ouellet, the 
dicastery's leader, to confirm what she had 
heard was actually true.  

The cardinal congratulated Zervino, who 
said her heart "began to pound really hard" 
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before she went to a nearby chapel to 
process the information. 

In her strikingly plain office about a half-
hour's walk from St. Peter's Square, Zervino 
sat down with NCR July 19 to discuss the 
significance of her appointment and assess 
the state of women in the global church 
today.  

"First of all, God created us male and 
female," she stated as a primary reason for 
why women should be more involved in the 
process of selecting bishops. "It's logical 
that in the process of selecting bishops 
women must be in it from beginning to end, 
because we are part of the people of God."  

The Dicastery of Bishops is one of 16 
departments responsible for helping the 
pope in governing the universal church. As 
the Vatican body that receives input from 
local churches to recommend to the pope 
priests across the world who might serve as 
bishops, the dicastery falls within "a 
particularly important sector in the 
governance of the church," said Zervino. 

Her appointment to the body is "not about 
winning some spaces of power for women," 
she told NCR. "We can give the special 
skills of women in this service, integrated 
with the other members of the dicastery. 
That's why we will benefit the whole 
church, not only women." 

Zervino, nominated alongside Salesian Sr. 
Yvonne Reungoat and Franciscan Sr. 
Raffaella Petrini, is also the first laywoman 
to serve as a member of the dicastery. While 
Zervino maintains that "sociologically" she 
is a layperson, she notes that she belongs to 
an Argentine order of consecrated virgins, 
Servidoras. 

She also lives out her service to the church 
as president of the World Union of Catholic 

Women's Organizations (WUCWO), which 
works with some 100 Catholic organizations 
in over 50 countries, all represented by 
women. In total, the union gathers 8-10 
million Catholic women from all continents. 

"I think I can bring the feelings of those 
women, what they dream for their bishops, 
what they need for their bishops, and the 
difficulties with their bishops [to the 
dicastery], to really live a synodal church," 
she said. "I don't know if I was appointed for 
that reason, but I know Pope Francis wants 
to listen to WUCWO's women." 

With her bird's-eye view on the state of 
Catholic women worldwide, Zervino says 
that it is up to dioceses and parishes to 
follow the pope's example and give women 
more substantial positions of responsibility 
in their local church communities.  

When asked if one such way could be 
through reopening the diaconate to women, 
Zervino referenced her duties as a catechist 
in rural Argentina, where the only priest in 
the region was covering three parishes, each 
about 100 miles apart. 

 
Prominently placed on María Lía Zervino's desk 
is a picture of her meeting with Pope Francis in 
January 2020. (Justin McLellan) 
 
"I was asked not only to be a catechist, but 
also to do liturgy training, to be a eucharistic 
minister, to make some comments on the 
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day's readings, and in an urgent case, a 
baptism," she recounted. "In my experience 
a woman can do it perfectly well. I was very 
happy those years."  

The second Commission for the Study of the 
Women's Diaconate established by Pope 
Francis is now more than two years into its 
work. Ultimately, Zervino said, "the pope is 
the one who will decide on this." 

She also suggested appointing women to 
serve in ministries needed in local churches. 
"A minister of listening, minister of health 
care, a pastor of ecological action — there 
are a lot of ministries in which women are as 
able as men, and sometimes could be better, 
and laywomen are to serve in all those cases 
around the world." 

Despite the great progress in advancing 
women to senior positions within the 
institutional church in recent years, Zervino 
said a "greater female presence in the 
Vatican is not enough to change the church." 

What she proposes is a "synergy of 
holiness," a culture of "empowering each 
other: bishops, priests, laity, consecrated 
persons, men, women. Then there will be a 
change, then we will have the skills of a 
synodal church." 

Zervino told NCR that a "wonderful" step in 
that direction is the Vatican's new apostolic 
constitution, Praedicate Evangelium, which 
among its changes to the governance of the 
Roman Curia allows for any Catholic — lay 
or ordained, male or female — to lead any 
of the Vatican's 16 departments, known as 
dicasteries. 

"The bishops could also do something like 
that in their own dioceses. It's an open door 
for all of us, for the whole church, not only 
for women," Zervino said. 

"Pope Francis is asking us for a church with 
a female profile," she continued. "He always 
says the church is female." 

 
Justin McLellan 
Justin McLellan is an Ecuadorian American 
journalist based in Rome with the TV news 
agency Rome Reports. He holds a 
bachelor’s degree in philosophy and 
theology from the University of Notre 
Dame. 
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(Pixabay/652234) 

When does the past end? 

Several years ago, in my early days of 
fervor, I told a good friend that my double 
dream was to be really thin and holy. To be 
a person who is able to become morally and 
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spiritually excellent. It would take some 
effort but I thought it was worth a shot. She 
replied with authority that I should 
"concentrate on really thin. Holy is not 
likely in the cards for you." 

I don't always act the way I believe. And for 
centuries that has been called sin. I don't 
know who came up with that word. I was 
taught that it was a transgression against 
God's divine law, that is what God wished 
for us to avoid. Demanded of us. Whenever 
I thought I sinned in the past I felt it in my 
gut. Knowing what I knew, sorrow 
sometimes followed. But not always. 
Sometimes just fear. 

In grade school we memorized the 
Baltimore Catechism to make sure that we 
knew who made us and why God made us. 
To make sure that we knew all of the sins to 
avoid even though we did not understand 
some of them. 

When fear of damnation resulted — easy — 
go to confession on Saturday and if you are 
sincere, sin is forgiven. Gone after five Hail 
Marys and five Our Fathers! Slate wiped 
clean. I was free to do it again after paying 
the great price of ten short prayers. With a 
promise of course not to do it again. But I 
often did. 

As a child, transgressions were minor. 
Venial sins. If I died before confession — 
purgatory. Fought with brothers. Lied to 
parents. Forgot my evening prayers. As a 
teen, with nerves on edge, "I had impure 
thoughts, but Father, but I did not enjoy 
them." He was in my classroom every week. 
Did he recognize my voice? Those thoughts 
easily erased. Next time I will enjoy them. 
As an adult, still going to confession. More 
serious transgressions. Mortal sins. If I died 
before confession — hell. Ate meat on 
Friday, but by mistake. Missed Mass one 

Sunday because I was just too tired. "But 
only once, Father." 

 
(Unsplash/Joel Muniz) 

Who came up with this idea? Why did I give 
this man that kind of power over heaven or 
hell? The power to secure salvation for me. 
Or not. … 

Then I woke up. Father did not need to 
know. Ten short prayers were not healing. 
There must be a better way. 

When does the past end? 

So, what makes us holy? After many long 
years with a Catholic conscience, I admit I 
am no expert on holy. But I have learned a 
few things along the way. 

Perhaps holiness is simply happiness that is 
filled with "yes." Happiness that stems from 
being moral and spiritual. Happiness that 
leads to peace within. Happiness that isn't 
needy. That pushes what is inside out. That 
answers "yes" to the world. That answers 
"yes" to a neighborhood at a time. To one 
person at a time. 

Forget judgment. Affirm neighbors. Speak 
softly. Notice others. Give comfort. Lend a 
hand. Kindness, yes. Indifference, no. 

"Do to others whatever you would have 
them do to you." 
—Matthew 7:12 
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Share who you are. Share what you have. 
Share your time. Share your bread. 
Generosity, yes. Selfishness, no. 

"Your light must shine before others." 
—Matthew 5:16 

The sun, moon and stars. The face of a baby. 
The sound of a symphony. The roar of the 
ocean. The flight of a bird. The wrinkles on 
an old face. The work of an artist. The 
sunflowers in bloom. The words of a poet. 
The memories held dear. Beauty, yes. Ugly, 
no. 

"Observe how the lilies of the field grow." 
—Matthew 6:28 

Do not walk alone. Share dreams. Pray. 
Embrace. Discuss. Debate. Stand in 
solidarity. Community, yes. Isolation, no. 

"For where two or three are gathered 
together in my name, I am there in the midst 
of them." 
—Matthew 18:20 

Open your arms. Open your heart. Be not 
afraid. Love, yes. Hate, no. 

"You shall love your neighbor as yourself." 
—Mark 12:31 

Use your voice. Be informed. Vote. Stand 
up for yourself. Stand up for others. 
Courage, yes. Cowardice, no. 

"But don’t be afraid of those who threaten 
you." 
—Matthew 10:26 

No more war. No more hunger. No more 
poverty. No more racism. No more guns. No 
more homophobia. No more greed. Hope, 
yes. Despair, no. 

"If you ask anything of me in my name, I will 
do it." 
—John 14:13 

No grudges. No envy. No hate. No 
vengeance. No spitefulness. Forgiveness, 
yes. Revenge, no. 

"Forgive and you will be forgiven." 
—Luke 6:37 

The list goes on. Everything yes can be 
found in the life of Jesus. 

When does the past end? Perhaps it has. 

Catechism gone. Words of Jesus embraced. 

Thin doesn't really matter. Yes absolutely 
does. 

Note: I checked seven parishes in my area 
for confession schedules. All were the same 
— one hour once a week. 

It seems Reverend Father, as though you 
may have been dismissed. 

 
Margaret Cessna 
Margaret Cessna is a member of the Sisters 
of the Humility of Mary. For the past 12 
years, she has been a family mentor for 
Catholic Charities' office of Migration and 
Refugee Services. As a freelance writer, she 
has published in journals, newspapers and 
magazine, and has written two books. 
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The pope's apology to 
Canada's Indigenous 

peoples was truly 
remarkable 

27 July 2022 
by Michael Sean Winters 

  

 
Pope Francis prays with Indigenous people in a 
cemetery at the former residential school in 
Maskwacis, near Edmonton, Canada, July 25. 
(AP/Gregorio Borgia) 
 
Is there anything so rare in our modern, 
technocratic, power-obsessed world as 
genuine contrition? 

How many times do public figures apologize 
"if anyone was offended" by some grievous 
wrong, as if what is wrong is contingent 
upon negative consequences? It is a non-
apology apology. 

How often do people mouth slogans about 
the sins of the past, asking forgiveness for 
the wrongs committed by others and making 
an idol of guilt? The historian of the 
Holocaust, Eva Fleischner, recognized the 
danger of such attitudes when she wrote: 
"Guilt which remains guilt is dangerous. It 
will become too heavy a burden sooner or 
later, and may in the end result in blaming 
the victim. ... We must help our students 
transform their sense of guilt into a sense of 

responsibility, for the present and the 
future." 

How often do we moderns — having 
reduced our religion to a form of moral 
excellence, of either sexual purity or social 
justice — forget the ways iniquity reaches 
into every human heart? How often do we, 
in our zeal to be hypersensitive, unwittingly 
make our own the characterization of 
modern liberal belief penned by H. Richard 
Niebuhr: "A God without wrath brought 
men without sin into a 
Kingdom without judgment through the 
ministrations of a Christ without a Cross"? 
Not much need for contrition in that belief 
system. 

Pope Francis is not afraid of genuine 
contrition. He is not amazed to learn that 
good people — and certainly many of the 
religious sisters who ran the boarding 
schools for the Native peoples were good 
people — did terrible and sinful things. He 
is not amazed to learn that previous 
generations of Christians invoked the name 
of the incarnate Son of God, in whom there 
is neither Greek nor Jew, while effectively 
destroying the culture of the Indigenous 
peoples, and failed to see the contradiction. 
 

Pope Francis is not afraid of genuine 
contrition. He is not amazed to learn that 
good people did terrible and sinful things. 

 
My colleague at Global Sisters Report Dan 
Stockman reported a wonderful article about 
the ways several religious orders of women 
are grappling with the history of their orders 
in the commission of what we now see 
clearly were cultural crimes of the highest 
order. 
 
Francis sees that a healthy awareness of 
human depravity is a condition for genuine 
contrition, and that such awareness does not 
lead to despair, nor need it cheapen grace. It 
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yields instead a clarity about, and a deep 
sympathy with, the human condition. 

It is why, during his visit to the Jesuit curia 
in Rome earlier this month, when asked 
about his forthcoming trip to Canada, he 
said, "It is a trip that they say is not easy. I 
think it is." It is not easy because the sins 
were committed by others and long ago. It is 
easy because the pope understands evil and 
grace, the work of the devil and the 
redeeming work of the Lord. 

The pope began his pilgrimage to Canada 
with a meeting with the Indigenous peoples. 
To be precise, he started with their dead. In 
his wheelchair, Francis was brought into a 
cemetery and there bowed his head in 
prayer. The image was powerful: the pope 
humbled by physical frailty, the Indigenous 
peoples praying with him, the wind blowing 
wither it goes (cf John 3:8). 

Then the pope was brought in to an arena 
where the Native peoples organized a 
service quite unlike any I had ever seen: at 
the same time solemn and relaxed, 
unscripted and evocative, ritualistic and 
spontaneous. The pope looked thoroughly at 
home and at ease, although a bit tired from 
his travels. 

When it came time to speak, the Holy Father 
did not just ask for forgiveness, nor simply 
offer an apology. The pope begged for 
forgiveness and displayed acute contrition. 

"I have been waiting to come here and be 
with you! Here, from this place associated 
with painful memories, I would like to begin 
what I consider a pilgrimage, a penitential 
pilgrimage," the Holy Father began. "I have 
come to your native lands to tell you in 
person of my sorrow, to implore God's 
forgiveness, healing and reconciliation, to 
express my closeness and to pray with you 
and for you." 

And later: "The place where we are gathered 
renews within me the deep sense of pain and 
remorse that I have felt in these past months. 
I think back on the tragic situations that so 
many of you, your families and your 
communities have known; of what you 
shared with me about the suffering you 
endured in the residential schools. These are 
traumas that are in some way reawakened 
whenever the subject comes up; I realize too 
that our meeting today can bring back old 
memories and hurts, and that many of you 
may feel uncomfortable even as I speak." 

And, again: "I am here because the first step 
of my penitential pilgrimage among you is 
that of again asking forgiveness, of telling 
you once more that I am deeply sorry. Sorry 
for the ways in which, regrettably, many 
Christians supported the colonizing 
mentality of the powers that oppressed the 
Indigenous peoples. I am sorry. I ask 
forgiveness, in particular, for the ways in 
which many members of the church and of 
religious communities cooperated, not least 
through their indifference, in projects of 
cultural destruction and forced assimilation 
promoted by the governments of that time, 
which culminated in the system of 
residential schools." 

And, again: "Here, today, I am with you to 
recall the past, to grieve with you, to bow 
our heads together in silence and to pray 
before the graves. Let us allow these 
moments of silence to help us interiorize our 
pain. Silence. And prayer. In the face of evil, 
we pray to the Lord of goodness; in the face 
of death, we pray to the God of life." 
 

The meetings Pope Francis had with 
Indigenous leaders at the Vatican earlier this 
year left a mark, a mark that compelled him 

to go to Canada. 
 

These are not the words of someone looking 
to check off a box on a spiritual checklist. 
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These are not the words of someone who 
repeats lightly the words, "Forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
against us." 
These are the words of someone who has 
heard the cry of the poor, someone for 
whom the plaintive lines of Psalm 
34 resonate persistently, irrevocably, 
overpoweringly: "The righteous cry out, the 
Lord hears and he rescues them from all 
their afflictions / The Lord is close to the 
brokenhearted and saves those whose spirit 
is crushed." 

Later in the day, at the Sacred Heart 
Catholic Church of the First Peoples, sitting 
in his wheelchair, the pope greeted members 
of the parish. Watching their faces as they 
approached him and as they departed, I was 
reminded of something Msgr. Lorenzo 
Albacete once said about Pope John Paul II 
— that there was a "human density" to the 
man that was quite unlike anything he had 
experienced before. 

Francis has that attribute too. Nothing in his 
personality betrays even a hint of glibness. 

It is remarkable that the pope is making this 
trip. He could have so easily, and justifiably, 
said he was unable to travel because of his 
knee. The meetings he had with Indigenous 
leaders at the Vatican earlier this year left a 
mark, a mark that compelled him to go to 
Canada. 

He cannot undo the wrongs that were done. 
His aim is, to quote from Fleischner again, 
to help us "transform [our] sense of guilt 
into a sense of responsibility, for the present 
and the future." And with that sense of 
responsibility, and only then, can healing 
genuinely begin. It was a message he needed 
to deliver in person. 

 
Michael Sean Winters 
Michael Sean Winters covers the nexus of 
religion and politics for NCR. 
 

Pope warns Canadian 
government: Don't 
'colonize' country's 

Indigenous 
27 July 2022 

by Christopher White 
  

 
Pope Francis attends a welcoming ceremony 
with Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau 
and Mary Simon, governor general, at Citadelle 
de Quebec, the residence of the governor 
general, in Quebec City July 27. (CNS/Paul 
Haring) 
 
QUEBEC CITY — Pope Francis on July 
27 again apologized for the abuse that 
Canadian Indigenous children suffered at 
Catholic-run residential schools, but warned 
that ongoing "ideological colonialization" 
could further undermine Indigenous 
cultures, traditions and values. 
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"In the past, the colonialist mentality 
disregarded the concrete life of people and 
imposed certain predetermined cultural 
models," said Francis. "Yet today, too, there 
are any number of forms of ideological 
colonization that clash with the reality of 
life, stifle the natural attachment of peoples 
to their values, and attempt to uproot their 
traditions, history and religious ties." 

The pope's remarks came during his first 
public speech after arriving here in the 
French-speaking province of Québec at the 
residence of the governor general during his 
weeklong tour of Canada. 

In the presence of Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau, who first invited the pope to 
Canada in 2017 to apologize to the 
Indigenous peoples, and Governor General 
Mary Simon, Francis both paid tribute to 
Indigenous values, while warning that some 
of the country's policies hindered the 
commitment of the Indigenous to communal 
life and particularly, their concern for the 
elderly and sick. 

Throughout his papacy, Francis has 
repeatedly railed against "ideological 
colonialization," criticizing wealthier states 
imposing their values on others, and more 
recently, has linked the concept to "cancel 
culture," which he has described as a forced 
homogenization of ideas and practices. 

In Québec on July 27, Francis doubled down 
on that criticism, saying, "The result is a 
cultural fashion that levels everything out, 
makes everything equal, proves intolerant of 
differences and concentrates on the present 
moment, on the needs and rights of 
individuals, while frequently neglecting 
their duties with regard to the most weak 
and vulnerable of our brothers and sisters: 
the poor, migrants, the elderly, the sick, the 
unborn." 

"They are the forgotten ones in 'affluent 
societies,'" the pope said, in a thinly veiled 
criticism of Canada's legalization of both 
abortion and medical assistance in dying, 
which permits euthanasia if a person has a 
"grievous and irremediable" medical 
condition. 

The pope also cautioned that the "cutthroat" 
and "individualistic" nature of modern life 
and economic structures posed real threats to 
the family unit, which he said was a 
signature strength of Indigenous 
communities. 

"The Indigenous peoples have much to teach 
us about care and protection for the family," 
he said. "Among them, from an early age, 
children learn to recognize right from 
wrong, to be truthful, to share, to correct 
mistakes, to begin anew, to comfort one 
another and to be reconciled." 

Said Francis: "May the wrongs that were 
endured by the Indigenous peoples serve as 
a warning to us today, lest concern for the 
family and its rights be neglected for the 
sake of greater productivity and individual 
interests." 

The pope also said it was "scandalous" that 
in a country as wealthy as Canada that some 
of the worst poverty levels are among its 
Native peoples, many of whom are unable to 
purchase homes, complete their education or 
receive adequate health care. 

Despite his broadside against many of the 
country's progressive bona fides, the pope 
went on to praise Canada's commitment to 
the environment and multiculturalism, 
specifically lauding its global leadership 
in accepting refugees from Afghanistan and 
Ukraine, and elevating these efforts as 
strengths and a means for the country to 
continue to evidence Indigenous values. 
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Throughout his remarks, the pope repeatedly 
invoked the image of the maple leaf, the 
national symbol of the country, present on 
its flag and on many products and buildings. 

"The rich multicolored foliage of the maple 
tree reminds us of the importance of the 
whole, the importance of developing human 
communities that are not blandly uniform, 
but truly open and inclusive," he said. 

As the pope reached the midpoint of his 
Canadian tour — fulfilling a central 
demand of the country's 2015 Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission report to 
apologize for the residential schools on 
Canadian soil — he again expressed his 
"deep shame and sorrow" for the church's 
involvement in running the schools, which 
broadly sought to forcibly assimilate 
Indigenous peoples. 

"It is tragic when some believers, as 
happened in that period of history, conform 
themselves to the conventions of the world 
rather than to the Gospel," he said, 
reiterating his plea for forgiveness that he 
first made in Alberta on July 25. 

To date, however, Francis has yet to return 
any of the Indigenous artifacts currently held 
by the Vatican Museums or make any 
specific comments on the opening of 
historical archives of residential schools, 
both of which many Indigenous leaders have 
called for as a concrete sign of the pope's 
commitment to reconciliation. 

Francis will continue his tour of the country 
on July 28, leading a public Mass at the 
Basilica of Sainte-Anne-de-Beaupré and 
holding a meeting with the Canadian 
Catholic bishops. 

 
Christopher White 
Christopher White is the Vatican 
correspondent for NCR. His email address 
is cwhite@ncronline.org. Follow him on 
Twitter: @CWWhiteNCR. 
 

With the planet at 'a 
breaking point', pope 
urges decisive action 
at UN environment 

summits 
28 July 2022 

by Brian Roewe 

 
A man walks on the dry riverbed of the Sangone 
River, a tributary of the Po River, June 19 in 
Beinasco, Turin, Italy. Italy is experiencing its 
worst drought in 70 years. Pope Francis issued a 
message for the World Day of Prayer for the 
Care of Creation, Sept. 1, calling for "a covenant 
between human beings and the environment" in 
order to combat climate change. 
(CNS/Reuters/Massimo Pinca) 
 
As dangerous heatwaves and wildfires 
blister the globe this summer, Pope Francis 
has called for bolder actions from nations at 
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two major international environment 
summits later this year, and for all people to 
"repent and modify our lifestyles and 
destructive systems" in a collective effort to 
rein in climate change and save ecosystems 
and people on a planet he said is reaching "a 
breaking point." 

In his message for the upcoming monthlong 
Season of Creation, the pope proposed that 
an ecological conversion must occur not 
only among individuals but within "the 
community of nations," with particular 
attention to United Nations conferences 
focused on addressing climate change and 
rapid biodiversity loss. 

The message was introduced Thursday at a 
press conference at the Vatican, where 
Cardinal Michael Czerny, head of the 
Dicastery for Promoting Integral Human 
Development, lent support to the proposed 
Fossil Fuel Non-Proliferation Treaty, which 
has garnered growing attention as an avenue 
for nations to bring a rapid end to the age of 
fossil fuels. 

While countries under the Paris Agreement 
agreed to work to limit average global 
temperature rise to 1.5 degrees Celsius, the 
planet has already heated at least 1.1 C since 
preindustrial times, Czerny said, and "new 
fossil fuel projects every day accelerate our 
race towards the precipice. Enough is 
enough." 

"All new exploration and production of coal, 
oil, and gas must immediately end, and 
existing production of fossil fuels must be 
urgently phased out," the cardinal said, 
adding that such a phase-out be done in a 
just transition that takes care of impacted 
workers and communities. 

Those three positions form the pillars of the 
proposed Fossil Fuel Non-Proliferation 
Treaty, which Czerny said "holds great 

promise to complement and enhance the 
Paris Agreement." 

 
Pope Francis addresses the meeting, "Faith and 
Science: Towards COP26," with religious 
leaders in the Hall of Benedictions at the 
Vatican in this Oct. 4, 2021, file photo. 
(CNS/Paul Haring) 
 
Advocates of the treaty estimate that coal, 
oil and gas are responsible for 86% of 
carbon emissions in the last decade, and say 
that countries are on pace to use double the 
amount of fossil fuels that would be 
allowable to still hold temperature rise to 1.5 
C by 2030. 

Tzeporah Berman, a Canadian 
environmental activist and chair of the 
initiative behind the Fossil Fuel Non-
Proliferation Treaty, welcomed the support 
of a Vatican official, saying in a statement 
"What is needed now is moral courage. … 
Expansion of fossil fuel production 
magnifies the climate crisis but also 
undermines all of the living systems that are 
core to our survival." 

In his message, Francis called the 1.5 C 
Paris goal "quite demanding," and said that 
meeting it requires countries to work 
together to reach net-zero greenhouse gas 
emissions "as quickly as possible," including 
through more ambitious climate plans at 
COP27, the U.N. climate conference in 
November. It's expected the Vatican will 
look to play a larger role in those 
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proceedings after it recently announced it 
has formally joined the Paris Agreement and 
the U.N. Framework Convention on Climate 
Change. 

"The present state of decay of our common 
home merits the same attention as other 
global challenges such as grave health crises 
and wars," Francis said. 

Solutions to climate change, from changing 
modes of consumption and production as 
well as lifestyles, present a "need for a 
covenant between human beings and the 
environment," he continued, and repeated a 
call for extractive industries to end practices 
that destroy ecosystems, threaten 
biodiversity and harm communities. 

"It is necessary for all of us to act decisively. 
For we are reaching 'a breaking point,' " the 
pope said. 

'Anguished cries' of creation 

The Season of Creation is an annual 
ecumenical period, first observed by 
Orthodox Christians and later placed on the 
Catholic liturgical calendar by Francis, that 
invites all Christians to pray for God's 
creation and to work to better care for it. The 
season begins Sept. 1, the World Day of 
Prayer for the Care of Creation, and 
concludes Oct. 4 with the feast day of St. 
Francis of Assisi, the patron saint of 
ecology. 

Building off the season's theme this year, 
"listen to the voice of creation," Francis said 
that by putting that skill into practice "we 
can hear in the voice of creation a kind of 
dissonance." 

"On the one hand, we can hear a sweet song 
in praise of our beloved Creator," he said, 
ringing from "a grandiose cosmic choir" 
composed of countless creatures, and "on 

the other, an anguished plea, lamenting our 
mistreatment of this our common home." 

The latter chorus, Francis said, is made up of 
an ensemble of the cries from the earth 
itself, species facing extinction, people who 
are economically poor facing the gravest 
impacts of climate change, Indigenous 
communities whose ancestral lands have 
been invaded and destroyed by "predatory 
economic interests," and young people who 
"are crying out, anxiously asking us adults 
to do everything possible to prevent, or at 
least limit, the collapse of our planet's 
ecosystems." 

"Listening to these anguished cries, we must 
repent and modify our lifestyles and 
destructive systems," the pope said. 

The pope's message was released while 
record-breaking temperatures scorched 
across parts of Europe and North America. 
Extreme heatwaves, which are becoming 
longer and more intense due to climate 
change, have broken out throughout the 
Northern Hemisphere this summer. On 
Tuesday (July 19), more than 30 cities in the 
typically wet, temperate United Kingdom 
broke the country's record high temperature 
of 40 C (104 F). Record highs were also set 
in 60-plus areas in France. In Oklahoma, 
every weather station in the state Tuesday 
recorded temperatures of at least 103 F, with 
some of Oklahoma and Texas reaching 115 
F. More than 80% of the U.S. population, or 
roughly 265 million people, were expected 
to experience heat advisories this week as 
temperatures eclipsed 90 F. 

Along with the extreme heat, wildfires have 
broken out in many parts of Europe, 
including France, Turkey, Croatia, Greece, 
Spain and Portugal, with more than 1,000 
deaths on the Iberian Peninsula attributed to 
the heat and fires. 
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Papal proposals on climate, biodiversity 

Francis reiterated that the responsibility to 
care for creation is an essential part of living 
a virtuous life for Christians and that all 
people of faith have a responsibility not only 
to engage in a personal ecological 
conversion but also to work and act "in a 
spirit of maximum cooperation," especially 
among countries at two U.N. environment 
conferences in the coming months. 

The next international climate change 
conference, COP27, will take place in 
Sharm el-Sheikh, Egypt, a resort town on 
the shores of the Red Sea. There, world 
leaders are expected to scale up national 
climate plans and financing in order to cut 
greenhouse gas emissions in half by 2030. 
The global community will again gather in 
December, this time in Montreal, Canada, 
for the COP15 U.N. Convention on 
Biological Diversity. That meeting is 
expected to produce a global pact on 
conservation and reversing biodiversity loss 
similar to the Paris Agreement on climate 
change. 

In recent weeks, Catholics groups around 
the world have expressed concerns around 
both gatherings, pointing to a lack of 
progress and raising fears that global 
attention has turned away from climate 
change and biodiversity preservation amid 
the war in Ukraine and soaring inflation and 
energy costs. 

 

People watch as a fire burns during a 
heatwave July 19 in London. London's fire 
service had its busiest day since World War 
II dealing with several blazes in record-
breaking temperatures, London Mayor Sadiq 
Khan said. (CNS/Reuters/Tony O'Brien) 

Francis said that his recent move to 
authorize the Holy See to formally join the 
Paris Agreement was "in hope that the 
humanity of the 21th century 'will be 
remembered for having generously 
shouldered its grave responsibilities.' " 

He said that meeting the 1.5 C Paris goal 
and reaching net-zero emissions by mid-
century begins with more ambitious national 
climate plans to reduce the heat-trapping 
gases driving climate change, which 
countries pledged to bring to COP27 though 
few have so far announced them. 

The pope said that for the world to meet the 
net-zero emissions goal "means 'converting' 
models of consumption and production, as 
well as lifestyles, in a way more respectful 
of creation" and to practice integral human 
development that is grounded in 
responsibility, prudence, solidarity and 
concern for the poor and future generations. 
Like Czerny, he stressed the transition away 
from emissions-producing fossil fuels 
"cannot neglect the demands of justice, 
especially for those workers who are most 
affected by the impact of climate change." 

Supporters of the Fossil Fuel Non-
Proliferation Treaty, including the Carbon 
Tracker Initiative, are planning to roll out 
later this year a first-ever global registry of 
fossil fuels that would provide an open-
source database of global coal, oil and gas 
production and reserves by country and 
project. 
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Mark Campanale, founder of Carbon 
Tracker Initiative, said that the registry will 
make countries more accountable for their 
fossil fuel plans, and added the endorsement 
of the fossil fuel treaty from Czerny, a top 
Vatican official, also "makes it even harder 
for world leaders to ignore the central role of 
fossil fuels in the climate catastrophe 
unfolding around us." 

As for COP15, the pope outlined four 
principles for the meeting, beginning with 
forming a "clear ethical basis" for the 
measures to preserve biodiversity. He added 
that a global pact on biodiversity should 
reverse its decline, support conservation and 
cooperation, and promote meeting the needs 
of people in sustainable ways. Francis also 
encouraged a potential agreement to 
promote global solidarity, recognizing 
biodiversity as "a global common good 
demanding a shared commitment," and to 
prioritize Indigenous people, the elderly, 
youth and other vulnerable communities 
whose livelihoods and cultures are 
threatened alongside the loss of biodiversity. 

Francis went on to repeat a call he made in 
October 2021 during a meeting of popular 
movements, pleading, "In the name of God, 
I ask the great extractive industries — 
mining, oil, forestry, real estate, agribusiness 
— to stop destroying forests, wetlands, and 
mountains, to stop polluting rivers and seas, 
to stop poisoning food and people." 

Within both international environment 
meetings, the pope said that richer countries 
must acknowledge the "ecological debt" 
they've incurred through centuries of 
polluting and take greater responsibility in 
producing solutions to climate change and 
biodiversity loss. That includes honoring 
past technological and financial promises to 
less-developed countries — among them, 
$100 billion annually to assist with climate 
mitigation and adaptation — and to provide 

additional financial support for conservation 
efforts, the pope said. But he added the lack 
of progress by the world's economic powers 
does not preclude other countries to justify 
their own failure to act. 

"During this Season of Creation, let us pray 
that COP27 and COP15 can serve to unite 
the human family in effectively confronting 
the double crisis of climate change and the 
reduction of biodiversity," Francis said. 

Recalling St. Paul's call to the Romans to 
rejoice with those who rejoice and weep 
with those who weep, the pope concluded 
the message by saying, "Let us weep with 
the anguished plea of creation. Let us hear 
that plea and respond to it with deeds, so 
that we and future generations can continue 
to rejoice in creation's sweet song of life and 
hope." 

 
Brian Roewe 
Brian Roewe is NCR environment 
correspondent. His email address 
is broewe@ncronline.org. Follow him on 
Twitter at @brianroewe. 
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Religion News Service 
  

Vatican 

 
Two women listen as Pope Francis celebrates 
Mass at Commonwealth Stadium, July 26 in 
Edmonton, Alberta. Francis traveled to Canada 
to apologize to Indigenous peoples for the 
abuses committed by Catholic missionaries in 
the country’s notorious residential schools. 
Catholic missionaries at the schools contributed 
to the "cultural genocide" of generations of 
Indigenous children by trying to stamp out their 
languages, cultures and traditions. (AP/Eric 
Gay) 
 
In his first speech in Canada, Pope Francis 
gave a comprehensive apology that showed 
he had listened carefully to the concerns of 
Indigenous peoples. They wanted not only 
an apology for the sins of individual 
Christians against the Indigenous children in 
church-run residential schools but also an 
acknowledgment of the cooperation of 
Christians in the systematic destruction of 
Indigenous culture. 

Too frequently, when church officials 
apologize, they blame a few bad apples 
while defending the church. The pope 
rejected this approach when he spoke at the 
site of the former Ermineskin Residential 
School, where Indigenous children, forcibly 
taken from their parents, were punished for 
speaking their own languages and forced to 
assimilate to European culture. 

The Indigenous communities of Canada 
include the First Nations, Métis and Inuit. 

The pope told these communities that the 
"first step of my penitential pilgrimage 
among you is that of again asking for 
forgiveness, of telling you once more that I 
am deeply sorry." Here his presentation was 
interrupted by applause for the first of four 
times by the audience, which was mostly 
made up of former students of the residential 
schools and Indigenous leaders. 
 

What was being confessed was both 
personal sin and structural sin. 

 
He apologized for the sins of individual 
Christians against children and for the 
cooperation of Christians in the systematic 
destruction of Indigenous peoples and their 
culture. What was being confessed was both 
personal sin and structural sin. 
He expressed sorrow "for the ways in which 
regrettably, many Christians supported the 
colonizing mentality of the powers that 
oppressed the Indigenous peoples. I am 
sorry. I ask forgiveness." Again, there was 
applause. 

The pope requested "forgiveness in 
particular for the ways in which many 
members of the church and of religious 
communities cooperated, not least through 
their indifference, in projects of cultural 
destruction and forced assimilation 
promoted by the governments of that time 
which culminated in the system of 
residential schools." 

He acknowledged that "the overall effects of 
the policies linked to the residential schools 
were catastrophic. What our Christian faith 
tells us is that this was a disastrous error, 
incompatible with the gospel of Jesus 
Christ." 
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Pope Francis presides over a Mass at the 
Commonwealth Stadium in Edmonton, Canada, 
July 26. Francis is on a second day of a 
"penitential" six-day visit to Canada to beg 
forgiveness from survivors of the country's 
residential schools. (AP/Gregorio Borgia) 
 
The pope acknowledged that those present 
in the audience continue to pay the price for 
the disastrous policies that led to the erosion 
of the ”values, language and culture that 
made up the authentic identity of your 
peoples." 

"In the face of this deplorable evil," he 
continued, "the church kneels before God 
and implores his forgiveness for the sins of 
her children. I myself wish to reaffirm this 
with shame and unambiguously. I humbly 
beg forgiveness for the evil committed by so 
many Christians against the Indigenous 
peoples." Again, there was applause. 

Before he spoke at Ermineskin Residential 
School, the pope was greeted as "Francis 
White Eagle" by Chief Wolf Walker Golden 
Eagle, known in English as Wilton 
Littlechild, who was a student at the school. 
He was also a member of the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission of Canada. 

The chief welcomed Francis for traveling "a 
long way to be with us on our land and to 
walk with us on the path of reconciliation" 
and said he "was especially grateful for the 
reception that the school survivors and 

Indigenous leaders received from the pope 
in Rome. 

"You listened deeply and with great 
compassion to the testimonies that told of 
the way our languages were suppressed, our 
culture taken from us and our spirituality 
denigrated," he said. "You have heard the 
devastation that followed from the way our 
families were torn apart. The words you 
spoke to us in response clearly came from 
the depths of your heart and were for those 
who heard them a source of deep comfort 
and great encouragement." 

The pope fully agreed with "many of you 
and your representatives (who) have stated 
that begging pardon is not the end of the 
matter." 

"That is only the first step, the starting 
point," he said. "I also recognize that 
looking to the past, no effort to beg pardon 
and to seek to repair the harm done will ever 
be sufficient. And that looking ahead to the 
future, no effort must be spared to create a 
culture able to prevent such situations from 
happening. An important part of this process 
will be to conduct a serious investigation 
into the facts of what took place in the past 
and to assist the survivors of the residential 
schools to experience healing from the 
traumas they suffered." Again, applause. 

Francis concluded by praying "that 
Christians and civil society in this land may 
grow in the ability to accept the identity and 
the experience of the Indigenous peoples." 
He also promised "to continue to encourage 
the efforts of all Catholics to support the 
Indigenous peoples." 

The penitential pilgrimage of Pope Francis 
should be an example to all church leaders 
who need to apologize to victims of church 
leaders and other Christians. A prerequisite 
to any apology is listening so the apology 



can be comprehensive and respond to the 
needs of survivors. Listening is an essential 
part of the healing process, as is the apology, 
and no apology will be successful without it. 

Pope Francis followed up his apology with a 
visit to Sacred Heart Church of the First 
Peoples in Edmonton, where Indigenous 
culture and spirituality are an integral part of 
church life. As a Métis parishioner, Candida 
Shepherd explained to the pope, "Our 
church is a place where we will continue to 
preserve and revitalize Indigenous language, 
art and music, instilling pride in our future 
generations." 

The pope was greeted by Indigenous 
drummers and singers from the parish. In the 
sanctuary are three poles of a tepee as, 
Shepherd explained, "a symbol that reflects 
our living home providing safety and 
connection to Mother Earth." She cited John 
1:14, which says, "the Word became flesh 
and dwelt among us," which is literally 
translated as, "He pitched his tent among 
us." 

The pope also noted that in the church "a 
tree trunk symbolically unites the earth 
below and the altar on which Jesus 
reconciles us in the Eucharist in an act of 
cosmic love that joins heaven and earth, 
embracing and penetrating all creation." 

The pope said the Indigenous people have 
much to teach the church about the use of 
such symbols. 

The pope's visit showed his respect for 
Indigenous culture and its incorporation into 
church life and liturgy. This is as important 
to the Indigenous peoples of Canada as his 
apologies. 

 
Thomas Reese 
Jesuit Fr. Thomas Reese's column for 
Religion News Service, "Signs of the 
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