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Parish Newsletter 
For 
10 July 2022 
 

 
THE 15TH SUNDAY IN 
SUMMER’S ORDINARY TIME 
 
From Father Robert – Reflecting On The 
Gospel 
The Parable of the Good Samaritan is a 
“shocking” story, intended to make us think 
about alternatives in our relationships with 
God and one another.  It is introduced with 
the lawyer’s determined effort justify 
himself with regard to the two great 
commandments:  love of God and love of 
neighbor.  Self-justification is centered on 
“I” and “my”:  What must I do to inherit 
eternal life?” he asks, and Jesus responds 
with two questions of His own:  “What is 
written in the law?  How do you read it?”   
The lawyer is quick to answer; he has all the 
right and holy words, can quote his source 
documents perfectly, and adopts the faultless 
theological stance of Deuteronomy 6:4-5 
and Leviticus 19:17-18.  But Jesus urges 
him from right answering to right living:  
“Do this and you will live.”   
 

But the lawyer continues to seek self-
justification rather than truth, responding:  
“And who is my neighbor?”  Everything is 
in reference to himself.  But discipleship 
does not start with myself, with asking 
whom I shall or shall not love or what are 
the boundaries of my responsibility.  At the 
end of the parable, Jesus will ask the lawyer 
another question that banishes self from 
center stage:  “Which of these three, in your 
opinion, was neighbor to the robbers’ 
victim?”  This is how our commitment to 
Jesus is to be defined:  from the perspective 
of the half-dead, the fallen, the wounded, the 
abandoned ones, the person with whom 
every other character in the parable come 
into either negative or positive contact. 
 
After being ignored and avoided by the 
priest and the Levite, the abandoned man is 
approached, shockingly, by a Samaritan, a 
“corrupted” and despised Jew.  The 
Samaritan is the one who did mercy.  In the 
New Testament, “mercy” is a remarkable 
verb; one does mercy.  In Luke’s gospel, it 
is used only in reference to Jesus in this 
parable and that of the Prodigal Son.  In 
Hebrew, “mercy” derives from the word for 
“womb,” and in Greek it has the sense of the 
gut feeling that embraces the situation of 
another.  The implications of these gospel 
references is that we can be compassionate 
only in Jesus, Who makes flesh the creating, 
sustaining, and birthing love of God.  This is 
what the Samaritan does. 
 
To go on to Jericho or back to Jerusalem to 
find lodging for himself, and the half-dead 
traveler was a further act of the Samaritan’s 
brave compassion.  Palestinian inns hardly 
offered five-star accommodation, especially 
if you arrived with a battered body slung 
over your donkey’s back!  Jesus’ listeners 
might well imagine that the morning after 
the Samaritan’s vigil with the patient there 
could be a thankless awakening when the 
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traveler found himself ministered to by a 
Samaritan.  After all, how would we feel 
about being helped by someone whose 
sexual, racial, political, or social status we 
find extremely distasteful?  And are we, 
ourselves, ready for the sometime thankless 
responses after long night of our ministries? 
 
The innkeeper is told to take care of the man 
and given the resources to do so until the 
Samaritan returns, when the innkeeper will 
be repaid for anything he has spent on the 
care of the wounded one.  In this sense, 
Jesus is telling us, as well as the lawyer, that 
we are all innkeepers, entrusted by Jesus 
with the care of the wounded, asked to 
respond to the prophetic call that sounds 
through the centuries.  Jesus shouts most 
loudly at us – “I desire mercy, not sacrifice” 
– until His return at the end of human 
history when we will be repaid for our 
compassion, or lack of it. 
 

 

Which character in today’s gospel do you 
identify with the most?  Is it the scholar 
questioning Jesus?  Is it the man of faith 
who walks by the man in need?  Why do 
you feel drawn to this particular character? 
 
Who is a neighbor with whom you can 
spend more time being a Samaritan? 
 
Have you ever sidestepped an issue because 
it made you uncomfortable?  Do you see 
yourself in those who passed by the beaten 
man? 
 
Who is your enemy? 

 

About Liturgy:  Never Deny, Seldom 
Affirm, Always Distinguish 
In today’s gospel, Jesus teaches us to love 
our neighbors as we love ourselves.  When 
He is pressed further on who our neighbors 
are, Jesus’ parable reveals that we should 
strive to see all people, including those we 
might call enemies, as neighbor. 
 
There are many people in the parish setting 
we might not always get along with very 
well, due to any number of factors:   
divergent political, philosophical, or 
liturgical tendencies to name a few.  “May 
God bless and keep you…far away from 
me” might be a prayer muttered under our 
breath more than once, but unless a 
relationship has truly reached the “shake the 
dust from your feet” stage, it’s not helpful.  
So, what might be helpful as we strive for 
better communication, better community in 
our faith experiences? 
 
There is a Dominican (that is, Order of 
Preachers, OP) maxim, “Never deny, seldom 
affirm, always distinguish.”  It’s attributed 
to St. Thomas Aquinas and gives a 
framework for a path forward, especially 
when embarking on difficult discussions – 
which of course, never happens in the world 
of liturgy or liturgical music… 
 
“Never deny” means that the listener should, 
by charity, assume the good will of the other 
and seek in what is being said some even 
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partial truth, perhaps in one very specific 
detail or in an overarching sentiment- or 
possibly even in a “meta-message” behind 
the content.  For example, if someone 
suggests needing more relevant and 
engaging preaching, to the point of absurd 
suggestions like having the pastor learn 
magic tricks or dress up like a mime, the 
meta-message here might be that, more 
broadly, the preaching needs to be more 
engaging, more relevant, even if the 
proposed methodology is on shaky ground. 
 
By “seldom affirm,” the listener avoids traps 
by fully and only aligning on one side of any 
given discussion.  It even disallows the 
avoidance technique of “agreeing to 
disagree” and forces those in conversation to 
further explore opportunities for better 
answers, more agreement. 
 
By “always distinguish,” the maxim allows 
all parties to accomplish the first two ideas 
here while still allowing for room both to 
disagree and object and also to seek areas of 
agreement and truth.  By mandating that the 
speaker choose words carefully, discussion 
freely continues with care and respect. 
 
For instance, helpful phrases when pursuing 
this methodology include: 
 
“IF by X, you mean XYZ, then no; I see X 
meaning rather ABC.” 
 
“It would be helpful to distinguish here 
between X and Y.” 
 
“I believe X to be accurate, but no 
necessarily a cause of Y.” 
 
Reflexive listening is also helpful here:  
“What I just heard you say is…” as this 
technique ensures both speaker and listener 
are in agreement with what is being 
communicated. 

If such discussions presume charity and a 
sincere desire to explore, communicate, and 
learn, then reason is also allowed into the 
exchange of ideas, and both truth and 
community are allowed to emerge from even 
the most divergent ideas and approaches. 
 

 

Each week I have the blessing of 
recognizing some of the many volunteers 
who do so much for the parish throughout 
each week. 
 
Thank you to those who clean the sanctuary 
and the bathrooms in preparation for the 
coming weekend:  Phil Hadsell, Jean 
Rogers, Carole Miller, Ada Nnaji, Reno 
& Thelma Benasfre, Rose Salamanca, and 
Steve Rojek. 
 
To Virginia Noack who vacuums the 
carpets at the entrance to the church each 
day, empties the waste receptacles in the 
restrooms as well as making sure they are 
clean and ready for use. 
 
To Lisa Lombardo who records our 
liturgies and uploads them to our YouTube 
Channel for those who cannot be with us in 
person. 
 
To our Parish Office Volunteers:  Alicia 
Perez, Melodye Costanza, Lorraine 
Lohmeier, and Bev Iacona. 
 
To our Parish Security Team:  Don Benson, 
Steve Rojek, Tony Gumina, Dave 
Simpson, Brian McCoy, Tom and Stevie 
Catchings, Jose Perez, Bill Barbanica, 
and Rick Carraher. 
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To those who help and assist Estrella Rusk, 
Financial Secretary, with accounting, data 
entry, recording, and banking. 
 
To our Liturgical Ministers:  Ushers, 
Greeters, Lectors, Eucharistic Ministers, 
Altar Servers, Sacristans, Cantors, Altar 
Guild, Adult Acolytes, Art & 
Environment Committee Members, 
Liturgy Committee Members, Funeral 
Coordinators, and Alexandra Hernandez 
and Lori Curiel who launder and iron the 
Sacred Linens. 

 
Our Childen Need You! 
Faith Formation Catechists are the heart of 
our faith.  You do not need to be a certified 
catechist to teach.  Please consider sharing 
your faith with a group of children this year. 
In-Person classes begin September 21, 2022. 
All grades are taught one time per week 
from 6:00 p.m. to 7:15 p.m., from 
September 21, 2022 through May 17, 2023. 
 
The prayer of St. Francis says…. “It is in 
giving that we receive.”  Ask any catechist 
and they will assure you that you will get 
more than you give.  St Ignatius of Antioch 
Catholic Church Faith Formation will 
provide catechists with resources and 
training that help people become successful. 
The main goal of a catechist is the growth of 
faith for the children they work with. 
 
If you would like additional information 
about being a catechist for grades 1-8 or for 
our confirmation program for grades 9-12, 
please contact Shelli Daviess, Faith 
Formation Coordinator at 925-778-0768, 
ext. 305 or email me at: 
daviesszoo@sbcglobal.net 
 

Proverbs 22:6, “Train up a child in the way 
he should go; even when he is old he will not 
depart from it.” 
 

 
Registration for Faith Formation, OCIA, 
OCIC (formerly RCIA and RCIC), and 
Confirmation continues Monday through 
Friday in the Parish Office, 8:30 am to 
12:30 pm.  Faith Formation Registration 
for 2022-2023 ends on September 5th, 
2022.  
 

 
The Children’s Liturgy of the Word will be 
returning to Sunday Mornings at the 
10:00 a.m. Mass in the fall.  If you would 
love to be a Catechist for the children during 
the homily on Sunday mornings, please 
reach out to me.  
 
It would be wonderful to have 4-5 
Catechists, rotating each week to work with 
the children. That would mean each 
Catechist would work with the children 
every 4-5 weeks. 
  
All materials will be provided each week. If 
you are interested, please contact Shelli 
Daviess at daviesszoo@sbcglobal.net or 
925-778-0768 ext. 305. Thank you. 
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Justice Corner by Carolyn Krantz, Pastoral 
Associate 
The readings of this Sunday speak to the 
simplicity of Jesus’ message to us. “It is not 
up in the sky nor across the sea.”  It is closer 
than that, “already in our mouths and in your 
hearts.  You have only to carry it out.”  God 
is near to us.  We only have to be still and 
listen for His voice.  In our noisy and 
conflicted age, that is not easy to do.  We 
have many voices clamoring for our 
attention and approval.  How do we know 
which is the Lord's voice?  We have to hold 
it up against the words and meanings in the 
Gospel. 
 
To get the point across, Jesus uses an age-
old proven form: storytelling.  Hence the 
well known story of the “Good Samaritan.”  
Jesus purposely picks a Samaritan to do the 
good deed because the Jews and Samaritans 
had a doctrinal dispute.  If I were in the 
crowd I could have asked why not the priest 
or Levite?  Jesus purposely chose someone 
who was looked down upon as the doer of 
the good deed.   
 
We are quick to judge those who are not of 
“our class” or of our group.  It is a human 
frailty to claim that our group, family, or our 
friends are the “good guys” and the others 
are to be thought poorly of.  If we examine 
our behavior, we find that we do this 
regularly, but not Jesus.  He recognized that 
“good” exists in all groups, just as evil does.  
It is not what group you belong to, but what 
is in your heart that makes the difference.  
Anyone can choose to be a “neighbor” and 
to have mercy on one's fellow human being. 

Then the Gospel goes on to define 
“neighbor.”  “The one who treated him with 
mercy.”  There is the point for meditation 
this week.  Who in our path needs mercy?  
Who are we ignoring or forgetting who 
needs our attention, who needs a good word 
from us to make it through the day?  If we 
truly save time to bring our lives before the 
Lord, He will bring to mind the ones who 
need our attention. 
 
The First Reading commands us to “return 
to the Lord, your God, with all your heart 
and all your soul.”  Put aside all the frills 
and distractions that corporate America 
temps us with.  Let us center ourselves in the 
Lord each night and morning.  He is near, 
“Already in your mouths and in your 
hearts.” “In him all things hold together.” 
 
Jesus must be the center of our lives and the 
example that we follow.  We are so quick to 
judge our fellow human beings, particularly 
family members.  When we center ourselves 
in Jesus, we see all people as he sees them 
and are quick to forgive and to lend a hand.  
We are in touch with the compassionate God 
within us.   
 
Three weeks ago on June 16th, two Jesuits 
were murdered in Mexico for protecting a 
person fleeing from a gunman into their 
church; Fr. Javier Campos Morales, SJ. and 
Fr. Juaquin Cesar Mora, SJ.  Our prayers 
and spirit of mercy must extend beyond our 
own groups.  Pray for their families, for the 
gunman, and all who want to settle problems 
by violence and not mercy. 
 
 
 

 















WE NEED VOLUNTEERS!
A few hours twice a month will keep a senior from going hungry! 
Meals on Wheels Diablo Region needs volunteers to deliver  
grocery bags on the 2nd and 4th Thursday of the month to  
seniors in Antioch and Pittsburg. The Grocery Bag Program,  
a partnership of MOW Diablo Region and the Food Bank of  
Contra Costa and Solano, provides groceries to seniors who  
can cook simple meals but can’t travel to the food bank.

To learn more, contact Casey Claibourne at 925.448.3695 or 
cclaibourne@mowdr.org. To sign up to volunteer, apply online  
at https://www.mowdiabloregion.org/deliver-meals or contact 
Lee Davenport at 925.954.8736 or ldavenport@mowdr.org. 

1300 CIVIC  DRIVE,  WALNUT CREEK,  CA 94596 •  925.937.8311 MOWDIABLOREGION.ORG
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