
1 
 

Parish Newsletter 
For 
24 July 2022 
 

 
 
THE 17TH SUNDAY IN  
SUMMER’S ORDINARY TIME 
 
From the Parish Office 
Fr. Robert has been away all week in 
Canada attending the Canadian Fire 
Chaplain’s Conference in Edmonton, 
Alberta. 
 
His article “Reflecting on the Gospel” will 
return next week. 
 

 
Each week we have the blessing of 
recognizing some of the many volunteers 
who do so much for the parish throughout 
each week. 

Thank you to those who clean the sanctuary 
and the bathrooms in preparation for the 
coming weekend:  Jean Rogers, Phil 
Hadsell, Al Cosce, Carole Miller, Rose 
Salamanca, Angela Bueno, Reno & 
Thelma Benasfre, and Steve Rojek. 
 
To Virginia Noack who vacuums the 
carpets at the entrance to the church each 
day, empties the waste receptacles in the 
restrooms as well as making sure they are 
clean and ready for use. 
 
To Lisa Lombardo who records our 
liturgies and uploads them to our YouTube 
Channel for those who cannot be with us in 
person. 
 
To our Parish Office Volunteers:  Alicia 
Perez, Melodye Costanza, Lorraine 
Lohmeier, and Bev Iacona. 
 
To our Parish Security Team:  Don Benson, 
Steve Rojek, Tony Gumina, Dave 
Simpson, Brian McCoy, Tom and Stevie 
Catchings, Jose Perez and Bill Barbanica. 
 
To those who help and assist Estrella Rusk, 
Financial Secretary, with accounting, data 
entry, recording, and banking. 
 
To our Liturgical Ministers:  Ushers, 
Greeters, Lectors, Eucharistic Ministers, 
Altar Servers, Sacristans, Cantors, Altar 
Guild, Adult Acolytes, Art & 
Environment Committee Members, 
Liturgy Committee Members, Funeral 
Coordinators, and Alexandra Hernandez 
and Lori Curiel who launder and iron the 
Sacred Linens. 
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A Special “Thank You” 
We would like to extend a very special 
Thank You to those parishioners who came 
and volunteered their time and talent this 
week on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday 
mornings, who answered the call for the 
sweat equity opportunity, helping with the 
retaining wall project. 
 
They arrived each day at 7:00 am and 
worked continuously until 10:00 am moving 
retaining wall blocks from the dirt field to 
the rear of the parish hall.  They also helped 
with the preparation of the pavers: 
Adaugo Nnaji, Steve Rojek, Don Benson, 
Al Cosce, Rich Confetti, Brian McCoy 
and Jose Perez. 
 

 

Aloha Attire For Summer Liturgy 
Thank you to all who have remembered to 
wear “Aloha” Attire for summer liturgy.  As 
our weather continues to be hot, Aloha 
Attire allows for respectful, dignified attire 
for our community worship.  This means 
Hawaiian Shirts with sleeves and pants or 
golf shorts for men and comfortable, loose-
fitting Hawaiian-style dresses for women. 

 

Registration for Faith Formation, OCIA, 
OCIC (formerly RCIA and RCIC), and 
Confirmation continues Monday through 
Friday in the Parish Office, 8:30 am to 
12:30 pm of by appointment.  Faith 
Formation Registration for 2022-2023 ends 
on September 5th, 2022.  
 

 
Our Childen Need You! 
Faith Formation Catechists are the heart of 
our faith.  You do not need to be a certified 
catechist to teach.  Please consider sharing 
your faith with a group of children this year. 
In-Person classes begin September 21, 2022. 
All grades are taught one time per week 
from 6:00 p.m. to 7:15 p.m., from 
September 21, 2022 through May 17, 2023. 
 
The prayer of St. Francis says…. “It is in 
giving that we receive.”  Ask any catechist 
and they will assure you that you will get 
more than you give.  St Ignatius of Antioch 
Catholic Church Faith Formation will 
provide catechists with resources and 
training that help people become successful. 
The main goal of a catechist is the growth of 
faith for the children they work with. 
 
If you would like additional information 
about being a catechist for grades 1-8 or for 
our confirmation program for grades 9-12, 
please contact Shelli Daviess, Faith 
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Formation Coordinator at 925-778-0768, 
ext. 305 or email me at: 
daviesszoo@sbcglobal.net 
 
Proverbs 22:6, “Train up a child in the way 
he should go; even when he is old he will not 
depart from it.” 
 

 
The Children’s Liturgy of the Word will be 
returning to Sunday Mornings at the 
10:00 a.m. Mass in the fall.  If you would 
love to be a Catechist for the children during 
the homily on Sunday mornings, please 
reach out to me.  
 
It would be wonderful to have 4-5 
Catechists, rotating each week to work with 
the children. That would mean each 
Catechist would work with the children 
every 4-5 weeks. 
  
All materials will be provided each week. If 
you are interested, please contact Shelli 
Daviess at daviesszoo@sbcglobal.net or 
925-778-0768 ext. 305. Thank you. 
 

 
Justice Corner by Carolyn Krantz, 
Pastoral Associate 
God is merciful.  The readings today give 
great examples of that.  Abraham draws out 
God's mercy toward Sodom, a city full of 
wrongdoing.  “But if there are fifty... 
forty...twenty...ten?”  How often do we say 

to our children, “I told you ten times not to 
do that!”  God parents us in the same way 
when we in our pride and foolishness do the 
things that lead us down the wrong path.  
How often does He forgive us?  Ten, twenty, 
thirty times?  For the sake of His love, he 
does not destroy us, but gives us yet another 
chance, and asks us to do likewise with our 
relatives and neighbors.   
 
God is persistent in his love for us.  “Ask 
and you shall receive.”  Seek Him.  Knock 
on the door of Heaven with your requests.  
He will send His Spirit to help you, not a 
snake or a scorpion, but His Spirit of Love 
to help you endure.  How many of us have a 
friend or relative who disturbs our way of 
being (wakes us up at midnight) in some 
way or other.  We respond, “Don't bother 
me, I have my own problems to deal with!”  
Yet that is not how God responds.  “If the 
wicked know how to give good gifts to your 
children, how much more will the Father in 
heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask 
him?” 
 
When we are wearied by the news or the 
battles in Congress, or the craziness of 
people shooting each other, our answer is to 
storm heaven with prayer.  “Lord, end the 
war in Ukraine, help us develop programs 
that help people through COVID, stop the 
endless violence in our country!”  These 
should be the prayers on our lips daily.  
Then we need to give until it hurts.  There 
are so many good organizations trying to 
help.  Try Catholic Relief Services, for 
example.  Do we contribute to these 
organizations that are on the ground helping 
bring God's mercy to those who are 
suffering?  Put that on your list this week.  
Remember Dorothy Day's motto, “If we 
have less, everyone will have more.” 
 
Be encouraged by the writings of St. Paul to 
the Colossians.  We are raised with Christ 
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through faith in the power of God.  He 
obliterated the bonds against us and nailed 
our wrongdoings to the cross.  We are raised 
with Him into a new way of living, a way of 
life and goodness.  Point out that goodness 
to others this week.  Rejoice in the fruits of 
summer.  See the beauty of nature.  Thank 
those who render you a good deed this 
week.  Point out the goodness in those 
around you instead of listing all their faults.  
Find ways to build people up rather than tear 
them down.  If you are merciful to others, 
God will reward you with His mercy.  
“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall 
receive mercy.” 
 
Remember that God disturbs us at midnight 
with requests to help each other.  It is so 
easy to say, “I'm too busy” or “I have my 
own work to do.”  But God doesn't see 
things that way.  He is always there to listen 
and send His Spirit to shore us up, to keep 
us going as His Presence in the world, even 
when we are wearied with the faults of 
others.  His Spirit of love is there, accessible 
to us, His children. 
 

 
Cemetery Headstone/Grave Marker 
Cleaning 
Our parishioner, Jesse Olson, husband of 
Monica and son-in-law of Frank Russo, 
has retired from UPS as a delivery driver 
and has begun a wonderful business of 
cleaning and restoring cemetery headstones 
and grave markers.  If you have the people 
at Holy Cross Cemetery do it, the cost is 
$250 per marker/headstone. 
 

Jesse will clean headstones/markers for $50 
each.  For him, it isn’t about making money; 
it is about maintaining and caring for the 
beauty of cemetery markers that honor the 
lives of our loved ones.  If you would like 
Jesse to clean your family grave headstones, 
please give him a call at 925-550-6330. 
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