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Parish Newsletter 
For 
31 July 2022 
 

 
THE 18TH SUNDAY IN 
SUMMER’S ORDINARY TIME 
 
From Father Robert – Reflecting On The 
Gospel 
Failures in big business enterprises, ups and 
downs on the stock exchange, court cases 
about disputed family inheritances, 
economic issues hit the headlines in our 
mass media and so often intrude tragically 
into the lives of hardworking, hard-saving 
people.   When the annual lists of the 
world’s richest individuals and nations are 
published, the discrepancy between the top 
and bottom rungs of the economic ladder 
may raise our eyebrows if not, 
unfortunately, our consciences.  It is often 
said that it would profit us if we read the 
Scriptures with a Bible in one hand and the 
daily newspaper in the other, discerning how 
the words and deeds announced by both are 
related. 
 
The gospel this week begins with a question 
to Jesus from a man in the crowd who tries 

to draw him into an inheritance dispute with 
his brother.  The Mosaic teaching of 
Numbers and Deuteronomy is clear and 
Jesus refuses the role of interpreter, only 
cautioning his questioner about greed.  Nor 
does Jesus refer to the tough words like that 
of the Preacher in the first reading from the 
wisdom book of Ecclesiastes.  Only once 
every three years do we hear this sobering 
voice proclaim, “Vanity of vanities!  All 
things are vanity!”  “Vanity” in Hebrew can 
mean “vapor,” a transitory, fleeting breath – 
and material wealth is like this.  Jesus 
chooses to make His point as a storyteller, 
putting imaginative flesh on wisdom 
teaching with the parable of the Rich Fool. 
 
The man is introduced as already rich, with 
a surplus harvest.  He does not see that this 
blessing is from God, nor of the Jewish 
religious tradition and human prudence that 
demanded he make provision for himself 
and his whole community in case of any 
famine that might follow years of plenty.  
His “retirement plan” is a self-centered 
recital of “I will, I will, I will,” well-
punctuated by references to “my.”  The rich 
man considers that he owns everything:  
crops, barns, grains, and even his own soul.  
In a culture where a transaction at a street 
stall involved long and animated discussion 
between buyer and seller, the 
inappropriateness of such self-talk would 
not be lost on Jesus’ audience.  Likewise, it 
is expected that important decisions would 
be made in community, but this man has no 
one with whom he can or wants to talk – no 
family, cronies, advisers.  His calculated 
option is to make and live in an isolated and 
alienating vacuum.  This cannot be the 
option of Jesus’ disciples. 
 
Ironically, the parable uses the prophetic 
language of “tearing down” and “building 
up” but in a sadly cheapened context.  The 
rich man is the opposite of the courageous 
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prophet who does this in the name of and for 
the purposes of God.  Tithes and offerings 
were set aside in landowner’ barns for the 
priests and Levites to collect, but for this 
man, barns are just for hoarding.  For the 
early Christians, the storage barns of the 
community were to be the mouth of the poor 
and the collection for the poor of Jerusalem.  
A contemporary and tragic irony persists 
with the silos that are stocked with nuclear 
“abundance’ or “deterrence” while many of 
those living almost in their destructive 
shadows are hungry and disadvantaged.  
Closer to home, perhaps our Christian 
families, parishes, or communities need to 
have annual “discipleship garage sales” to 
dispose of our surplus and give the profits to 
those in need. 
 

 
Today’s scriptures offer us the following 
questions for further reflection and possibly 
sharing: 
 
What does “wealth” mean to you?  Who do 
you consider a “wealthy” person? 
 
What is something that faded away before 
you realized its value?  How would you 
approach that situation differently today? 
 
If the Lord called you home tonight, would 
you be pleased with how you have or have 
not prioritized worldly wealth?  Why or why 
not? 
 
What does it mean to “labor in wisdom?” 

 
The Floral Arrangements in the Sanctuary 
this morning are placed To The Glory of 
God and In Loving Memory of Caitlyn 
Renee Daviess from the Daviess Family on 
the Second Anniversary of Her Death and In 
Loving Memory of Carlos Garcia by his 
parents, Leo and Cecilia Garcia 
remembering what would have been his 47th 
Birthday. 
 

 
About Liturgical Documents – “Built of 
Living Stones” 
Built of Living Stones:  Art, Architecture, 
and Worship, was promulgated by the 
United States Conference of Catholic 
Bishops in November, 2000.  Often 
overlooked, or at least set aside for later 
consideration, the architecture and worship 
environment of a church building informs 
nearly every aspect of a parish’s living 
ecclesiology – from the layout of the altar 
and pews, to the location of Music Ministry, 
to whether a church building has a dedicated 
narthex or gathering space (which we do!).  
Even whether that space is called correctly a 
narthex or a gathering space may be telling! 
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Practically, this document was “presented to 
assist the faith involved in the building or 
renovation of churches, chapels, and 
oratories of the Latin Church in the United 
States.  In addition, the document is 
intended for use by architects, liturgical 
consultants, and artists, contractors, and 
other professionals engaged in the design 
and/or construction of these places of 
worship.” 
 
Theologically, the affect that a church 
building has on the church that gathers 
within it is immense, and that affect is 
addressed in the document, beginning with 
these words: 
 
“Churches, therefore, must be places 
“suited to sacred celebration,” 
“dignified,” and beautiful.  Their 
suitability for worship is determined by 
their ability through the architectural 
design of space and the application of 
artistic gifts to embody God’s initiative 
and the community’s faithful response.  
Church buildings and the religious 
artwork that beautify them are forms of 
worship themselves and both inspire and 
reflect the prayer of the community as 
well as the inner life of grace.  Conversely, 
church buildings and religious artifacts 
that are trivial, contrived, or lack beauty 
can detract from the community’s liturgy.  
Architecture and art become the joint 
work of the Holy Spirit and the local 
community, that of preparing human 
hearts to receive God’s Word and to enter 
more fully into communion.  (BLS.18) 
In the coming weeks, we will delve more 
deeply into how a church’s specific 
architecture, art, and environment impact 
worship and ecclesiology, and what our 
bishop’s suggestions and guidelines for 
these liturgical elements teach us and 
recommend to us. 

 
Aloha Attire For Summer Liturgy 
Thank you to all who have remembered to 
wear “Aloha” Attire for summer liturgy.  As 
our weather continues to be hot, Aloha 
Attire allows for respectful, dignified attire 
for our community worship.  This means 
Hawaiian Shirts with sleeves and pants or 
golf shorts for men and comfortable, loose-
fitting Hawaiian-style dresses for women. 
 

 
Cemetery Headstone/Grave Marker 
Cleaning 
Our parishioner, Jesse Olson, husband of 
Monica and son-in-law of Frank Russo, has 
retired from UPS as a delivery driver and 
has begun a wonderful business of cleaning 
and restoring cemetery headstones and grave 
markers.  If you have the people at Holy 
Cross Cemetery do it, the cost is $250 per 
marker/headstone.  Jesse will clean 
headstones/markers for $50 each.  For him, 
it isn’t about making money; it is about 
maintaining and caring for the beauty of 
cemetery markers that honor the lives of our 
loved ones.  If you would like Jesse to clean 
your family grave headstones, please give 
him a call at 925-550-6330. 
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Each week I have the blessing of 
recognizing some of the many volunteers 
who do so much for the parish throughout 
each week. 
 
Thank you to those who clean the sanctuary 
and the bathrooms in preparation for the 
coming weekend:  Al Cosce, Carole Miller, 
Phil Hadsell, Reno & Thelma Benasfre, 
Angela Bueno, Rose Salamanca, Ada 
Nnaji, Mency Osborne, Jean Rogers, and 
Steve Rojek. 
 
To our Grand Raffle Mailing volunteers: 
Carole Miller, Kathy & Vince Augusta, 
Lorraine Lohmeier, and Vicki & Brian 
McCoy. 
 
To Virginia Noack who vacuums the 
carpets at the entrance to the church each 
day, empties the waste receptacles in the 
restrooms as well as making sure they are 
clean and ready for use. 
 
To Lisa Lombardo who records our 
liturgies and uploads them to our YouTube 
Channel for those who cannot be with us in 
person. 
 
To our Parish Office Volunteers:  Alicia 
Perez, Melodye Costanza, Lorraine 
Lohmeier, and Bev Iacona. 
 
To our Parish Security Team:  Don Benson, 
Steve Rojek, Tony Gumina, Dave 
Simpson, Brian McCoy, Tom and Stevie 
Catchings, Jose Perez, and Bill 
Barbanica. 
 

To those who help and assist Estrella Rusk, 
Financial Secretary, with accounting, data 
entry, recording, and banking. 
 
To our Liturgical Ministers:  Ushers, 
Greeters, Lectors, Eucharistic Ministers, 
Altar Servers, Cantors, Sacristans, Altar 
Guild, Adult Acolytes, Art & 
Environment Committee Members, 
Liturgy Committee Members, Funeral 
Coordinators, and Alexandra Hernandez 
and Lori Curiel who launder and iron the 
Sacred Linens. 
 

 
YLI Antioch, Institute #101 
This past Monday evening, our parish 
hosted our YLI Antioch, Institute #101 for 
their Annual Installation of Officers and 
Dinner.  The parish hall was elegantly 
decorated and the delicious meal was 
catered by Zandonella Catering and 
included:  Fresh Spring Green Salad with 
Vinaigrette Dressing; Champagne Chicken, 
Grilled Tri Tip, Mushroom Risotto, Grilled 
Fresh Asparagus, Rolls and Butter; an 
assortment of wines complemented the 
dinner menu.  Dessert was White Cake with 
Buttercream Frosting.  As a part of the 
installation, Charles and Cynthia Frank 
entertained the gathered guests with a 
delightful song routine based on “Que sera, 
sera” with all joining in on the refrain.  
Following the Installation of Officers, 
everyone adjourned to the sanctuary where 
Father Robert sang the vocal solo and 
dedicated “To Fill The World With Love” to 
the new officers and was accompanied on 
our magnificent organ by Karen Hastings-
Flegel.  Congratulations and best wishes to 
the newly-installed officers for 2022-2023: 
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Past President – Teresa Glenn 
 

President – Yolanda Lord 
 

1st Vice President – Gwenn Ehrlich 
 

2nd Vice President – Lynn Velasquez 
 

Recording Secretary – Beth Enea 
 

Financial Secretary – Sammie Garcia-
Johns 
 

Treasurer – Mel Costanza 
 

Trustees:  Mary Greenberg, Deanna 
Ribeiro, Lee Oliver, Suzanne Glynn-
Ortega, and Giovanna Fleming 
 

Sentinal – Grace Mariner 
 

Marshall – Susan Lentrip 
 

Organist – Rosemary Anyanwu 
 

Chaplain – Deacon Gary Hack 
 

 
On Saturday, August 13th, the Knights of 
Columbus will celebrate the Feast Day of 
Father Michael McGivney, the founder of 
the Knights of Columbus.  In honor of his 
feast day, the Knights are offering Free 
membership for all new online applicants 
submitted during the month of August for a 
1-year membership; regular dues are $30 a 
year thereafter.  Visit koc.org/joinus and 
enter BLESSED MCGIVNEY to obtain the 
special new membership rate. 
Follow the Knights at:  
Facebook.com/kofccalifornia 

 
Dear Father Robert and Parishioners, 
Thank you so much for your donation of 
$250 towards the work of the Interfaith 
Council of Contra Cost County.  Our work 
together depends on your tax-deductible 
gifts. Your generous donation enables the 
Council to promote interfaith dialogue, 
address religious intolerance and supports 
our many programs.  We are blessed with a 
broad range of congregations with diverse 
religious affiliations that include more than 
109 faith communities, monasteries, and 
partner agencies throughout the county.  If 
you would like to stay more connected, 
please sign up for an individual membership 
on the membership page of the Council 
website to keep in touch with our latest 
events and programs.  Thank you again for 
your ongoing support!   
 
Sincerely, 
Diane Maltester, Chair and  
Rev. Will McGarvey, Executive Director 
 

 

Registration for Faith Formation, OCIA, 
OCIC (formerly RCIA and RCIC), and 
Confirmation continues Monday through 
Friday in the Parish Office, 8:30 am to 
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12:30 pm of by appointment.  Faith 
Formation Registration for 2022-2023 ends 
on September 5th, 2022.  
 

 
Our Childen Need You! 
Faith Formation Catechists are the heart of 
our faith.  You do not need to be a certified 
catechist to teach.  Please consider sharing 
your faith with a group of children this year. 
In-Person classes begin September 21, 2022. 
All grades are taught one time per week 
from 6:00 p.m. to 7:15 p.m., from 
September 21, 2022 through May 17, 2023. 
 
The prayer of St. Francis says…. “It is in 
giving that we receive.”  Ask any catechist 
and they will assure you that you will get 
more than you give.  St Ignatius of Antioch 
Catholic Church Faith Formation will 
provide catechists with resources and 
training that help people become successful. 
The main goal of a catechist is the growth of 
faith for the children they work with. 
 
If you would like additional information 
about being a catechist for grades 1-8 or for 
our confirmation program for grades 9-12, 
please contact Shelli Daviess, Faith 
Formation Coordinator at 925-778-0768, 
ext. 305 or email me at: 
daviesszoo@sbcglobal.net 
 
Proverbs 22:6, “Train up a child in the way 
he should go; even when he is old he will not 
depart from it.” 
 

 
The Children’s Liturgy of the Word will be 
returning to Sunday Mornings at the 
10:00 a.m. Mass in the fall.  If you would 
love to be a Catechist for the children during 
the homily on Sunday mornings, please 
reach out to me.  
 
It would be wonderful to have 4-5 
Catechists, rotating each week to work with 
the children. That would mean each 
Catechist would work with the children 
every 4-5 weeks. 
  
All materials will be provided each week. If 
you are interested, please contact Shelli 
Daviess at daviesszoo@sbcglobal.net or 
925-778-0768 ext. 305. Thank you. 
 

 
Justice Corner by Carolyn Krantz, 
Pastoral Associate 
Recently I read a book that twinged my 
conscience*.  You see, I like to think of 
myself as a unifying person, a person who 
builds bridges, who can help reconcile those 
with different views.  I believe that this is 
part of the Gospel mission, “That they all 
may be one, Father...”  This has become 
increasingly difficult in the current political 
climate, but it is also difficult with people 
who have different views of who we are as 
church.  I would still like to think of myself 
as someone who can bridge barriers and 
help people hear one another.  Here are 
some pointers to examine our consciences. 

mailto:daviesszoo@sbcglobal.net
mailto:daviesszoo@sbcglobal.net
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The author takes on the practice of unity like 
a vocation, like putting on a mantle that 
never goes away.  Whether it is fights among 
children, disagreements with neighbors, 
“words” at Parish Council, or strained 
relationships among friends, do I see these 
as my area of ministry?  Do I examine my 
conscience for the “prejudice hiding in the 
cracks and crevices of my heart?” 
 
If “the central aspiration of the Christian 
faith is in fact the promotion of oneness,” 
what is my job and duty in this regard?  We 
live in a country torn apart by prejudice 
against people of color, against immigrants, 
against the poor, against people who do not 
have the same background or heritage as our 
own.  How do we live the Gospel in these 
circumstances?  We begin by practicing the 
unity that is within our reach.  We begin by 
taking steps across the invisible borders that 
others have created.  We begin by 
questioning the false conviction that our way 
is the right way.  Jesus did not harbor 
prejudice against the Samaritans or women, 
or against people from other cultures.  He 
longed for unity. 
 
When I was young, my family traveled all 
over this country by car.  My Dad would 
say, “Oh, let’s see how these folks do it!”  
Let's see what they like to eat and drink.  
Let's try it on.  Let's get to the heart of their 
humanity dressed in the trappings of 
different values, different ways of doing 
things.  I still believe that this kind of 
openness is part of being a Christian. 
 
The author has a complete chapter on the 
“border-crossings” that Paul and the early 
church leaders had to negotiate.  There was 
the question of circumcision between Jews 
and Gentiles.  There were angry feelings 
toward the Roman invaders.  There were 
distinctions between rich and poor, against 
tax collectors, against eating certain foods, 

etc.  In each circumstance, the Holy Spirit 
guided the leaders through their prayer and 
their commitment to Jesus who is the 
Unifier of us all. 
 
When I was crossing the border between 
white and black folks in Louisiana, a friend 
said, “No matter how much you learn, you 
will always betray us.”  I vehemently denied 
this and then the next day said something at 
a meeting that was completely from a white 
perspective.  I was seeing through the lens 
of whiteness, not through the lens of the 
suffering of folks of color. 
 
The author lists the qualities we must take 
on to wear the mantle of unity:   

1. Humility: Our way is not the only 
way, or necessarily the right way 

2. Listening and taking to heart what 
others say 

3. Introspection/meditation on our 
experiences with others not like us 

4. Self-awareness-to really know that 
you don't know 

5. Transparency-accepting our 
weaknesses 

6. Holy Curiosity-reaching out to others 
and asking their ideas, especially 
when they are different than ours. 

 
On the Feast of St. Ignatius of Loyola, 
whose Jesuits went all over the world to 
build one church, I offer these thoughts to 
help us become ministers of unity in a 
fractured world. 
 
* Agee, Gary, That We may be One: 
Collegeville, Minn., Liturgical Press, 2022. 
 
 



 

July 29 Capital Projects Update 

 
Retaining wall: The construction of the retaining wall on the east and south portions of the 
parish hall is complete. Pavers are currently being installed in the exposed ground area 
between the concrete walkway and the new retaining wall to provide a safe and aesthetic 
surface. 

Landscaping: A $2,500 month-long lease for a tractor has been signed. The tractor will be 
used to prepare the surface behind the parish hall. Useable space will be expanded by 
extending the retaining wall into the area. The design is geared to making this space available 
as a beautiful and usable extension of the new hall. 

New sidewalks: Removal of some longstanding tripping hazards in the concrete sidewalk on 
the northeast corner of our building, near the peace pole and the grotto area has been 
completed. 

Roof: Installation of a passive ventilation system on the sanctuary roof to eliminate a 
condensation issue has been completed. This work was performed by Dynamic Roofing. 

Solar Panel Project: The parish continues to work with California Clean Energy to install 
solar panels.  This week, PG&E informed us that the transformer that serves the parish will 
have to be upgraded at our expense to accommodate the proposed system. Per PG&E, the 
preliminary estimate for the upgrade s $51,000.  
 
Note: this $51,000 will be incorporated into the cost of the system - it does not create an 
additional upfront cost to the parish. By installing this proposed system (which includes the 
cost of the transformer upgrade) the parish will pay just over $0.26 per kWh vs. the current 
PG&E rate that ranges from $0.30 for off peak energy usage to $0.42 for peak energy usage.  
 
There are still a number of questions that need to be answered but the parish will continue to 
pursue this project as long as it makes economic sense in terms of stabilizing our electricity 
costs. Over the next 20 years (the length of the proposed power purchase agreement), savings 
are projected to exceed $135,000. We will keep you informed. 
 
Other projects on the immediate horizon: (1) restore parling lot lighting infrastructure that 
was disrupted by the Expansion Project, (2) repair cracks and slurry seal the parking lot, and 
(3) trim the trees on the south and west side of the parish hall, including the removal of dead 
branches etc. 



 

 












	ParishNewsletter_07.31.22
	CapitalProjectsUpdate-July 29,2022
	ImmigrationForumFlyer
	SanDamianoFlyers
	SPMBackpackFlyer

