
The Knights of Columbus is an organization of Catholic men who were formed in1882 in 

New Haven, Connecticut, by a Catholic priest, Fr. Michael McGiveny.

At that time, Catholics were very much a discriminated minority in this country.

It was difficult for a Catholic man to find a job that paid enough to raise a family,

and those jobs that were available to Catholics were often times dangerous.

The death of the wage earner caused great financial hardship to the widows and 

children, and many times the children were separated, which caused them to lose 

the practice of their faith.

In the face of all of this, Fr. McGiveny formed the Knights of Columbus to encourage

men to support one another in their faith, and if needed, financially.

What started as one Council in St. Mary’s Parish in New Haven has grown to over

17,000 Councils in the United States, Canada, Mexico, Guam, the Philipines,

Poland, and France.

Fr. McGiveny was recently elevated to the status of “Blessed”, one step below 

Sainthood.



Today the Knights continue to grow and are the largest Catholic Fraternal Society in the 

United States, with nearly 2 million members.

The principles of the Knights are Charity, Unity, Fraternity, and Patriotism.              

With Charity as our primary focus, the Knights are active here at 

St. Ignatius of Antioch in every aspect of parish life.

We are active in most parish activities, and even though we do set up and take down 

tables and chairs and clean up after events, that’s not all we do.

There are Knights as Eucharistic Ministers, Lectors, Faith Formation Teachers, 

Choir Members, Ushers, and members of most every committee in the Parish.

We have refocused our goals to get back to our roots, by encouraging 

Faith In Action.

We are not just fundraisers, but faith builders, primarily in the family.

More than anything, we are here to support our Pastor and Chaplain, Fr. Robert, 

in whatever is needed to make St. Ignatius of Antioch Parish successful.



What is required to become a member of the Knights of Columbus?

First, the Knights are open to any man who is a practical Catholic and who supports the 

principles of our Catholic Faith and is in union with the Pope.

Secondly, to be at least 18 years of age.

Here at St. Ignatius of Antioch it is required that you are also registered in the parish.

There is a brief Ceremonial Introduction to the Knights 

that can be attended in person or by video.

We have annual Dues of $30 and we have an additional voluntary fund that exists 

throughout Councils in California to support members who are experiencing severe 

financial hardships.

To join the Knights of Columbus, or to receive more information, please contact:

Chip Sharpe at 270-5576 

or

Bill Barbanica at 783-5576



Knights supporting Special Olympics Knights enjoying a SPRED Dinner



Knights supporting Vocations Knights providing wheelchairs



Knights providing Bingo at Lone Tree Conv.   Knights with Essay Contest Winners



Our Chaplain Fr. Robert – (aka St. Nicholas)


