
 

 

St. Ignatius of Antioch Church 

Pastoral Council Meeting  

 February 2022  
 

Meeting called to order: 6:00 PM    
 
Council members present: 

• Will Avitabile, Father Robert, Catherine Vidaurri, Susannah Nelson, David Nelson, Steve Andreatta, 
Steven Rojek, Lucky Thammalangsy, Kaitie Thammalangsy, Reggia Desmond  

 
Opening prayer – Steve Andreatta 
      Special prayers for Maria Allison, daughter of Will and Catherine 
 
January 2022 Pastoral Council Minutes approved with corrections. 
 
Finance Council January Meeting -- Will 

• End of the 2021 Year Financial Report Reviewed 

• St. Ignatius is good financial shape 
 
Pastoral Staff January 6 Meeting Summary – Susannah Nelson, Pastoral Council Liaison 

• Refer to Susannah’s notes (attached) 
 
Letter to the Diocese regarding MAP Survey (attached) – Susannah Nelson, MAP Coordinator 

• The Pastoral Staff was concerned about the integrity of the Diocesan MAP Survey due to 
the information below.  Gary Hack and Susannah Nelson composed a letter to the Diocese 
expressing the concerns of the Pastoral Staff and asking for clarification regarding the 
construction of the survey based on “conditional logic.”  The letter was reviewed by the 
Pastoral Staff at its meeting on February 3, and the decision was unanimous to sign and 
send the letter.  Each member of the Pastoral Staff will personally sign the letter. 
➢ The explanation below was provided by Tim Rooney, Senior Client Service Coordinator of the 

Catholic Life Institute, the organization that created and implemented the survey. 

“I also wanted to address a question that popped up a few times, in case you are curious or have heard 
other people ask. Why does the DMI online survey and paper survey appear different? If you look closely 
at the DMI paper survey, you will notice that there are potentially up to 20 more questions that you may 
see when going through the DMI online survey. The reason for this is that some of the questions that are 
asked throughout the DMI survey are targeted to particular individuals within the parish community who 
are best suited to respond to those questions based on our research. Through the DMI online survey, the 
survey can show particular questions based on the respondent’s previous answers which is known as 
conditional logic. This means you will only be prompted to respond to some of the questions based on the 
other responses you provide. When it comes to the paper survey, there is no way to employ this 
conditional logic so we have to show all possible questions for respondents to respond to. The answers to 
the questions that a respondent answers on the paper survey are filtered out of the data set if they don’t 
qualify to respond to those questions to ensure data integrity. The majority of parishioners opt to take the 
survey online, so there should only be a small number of parishioners who take the paper surveys. All 
parishioners should be encouraged to take the online survey unless there is something that is prohibiting 
them from doing so.” 

 
Information Table – Lucky 

• Information Table/Stand is currently out of stock at Home Depot. Lucky will keep checking or look 
for another source. 

 



 
Winter Nights Shelter February 2022 

• St. Matthews Church in Walnut Creek 

• Pastoral Council will provide dinner on February 23, 2022 

• Currently there are 7 adults and 5 children; these numbers can change 

• Catherine will stay in communication regarding the menu 
 
Parish Update – Father Robert 

• George Torres passed away on February 22, 2022 

• Crab Feed has been cancelled due to expansion not completed 

• St. Josephs Dinner scheduled for March 19, 2022 as long as expansion is complete 

• Social area of expansion project going through final touches, painting and flooring 

• Easter liturgies and music has been planned 

• St. Ignatius will be interviewing for a new Facilities Manager with the upcoming retirement of 
Rich Confetti 

 
Meeting concluded at 7:00 pm 
 
Calendar of Events 

• March – Father Tom Lenten Series (Tuesdays) 

• April 12 – PC Meeting and Father Robert Birthday  

• May 15 – New Parishioner Brunch 
 

Closing Prayer – Amen…Council members attending Synod Session 

 
Next Meeting – March 8, 2022     Opening Prayer  --  
                             6:00 p.m.     Closing Prayer --  Lucky and Kaitie Thammalangsy 
  St. Ignatius Social Hall 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

REPORT TO THE PASTORAL COUNCIL – DECEMBER 13, 2021 – SUSANNAH NELSON 

Liaison to Pastoral Staff Meeting – February 3, 2022 

• I shared that Lucky Thammalangsy, new member of the Pastoral Council along with his wife Kaitie, 
obtained a new vinyl information sign for the Information Table.  It is professionally made and includes 
the church logo.  Lucky is continuing to investigate possibilities for a new Information Kiosk and shared 
possible prototypes.  It will probably be wood and have wheels and shelves and a counter.   

• I shared that the Council supported and were appreciative of the efforts of Shelli Davies in organizing a 
Lent series for adults with Fr. Tom Bonacci, CP (adult faith formation) and creating the posters and 
booklet honoring black saints and candidates for sainthood hanging in the church during Black History 
Month (multicultural inclusion).   

• Other agenda items discussed at the meetings: 
o Diocesan MAP Survey 

▪ On January 31, Fr. Robert and Susannah attended a Zoom presentation by Catholic Leadership 
Institute, the organization that created and administered the survey.  The presenter provided 
information on how to access and read the data from the survey on the CLI portal page.  She 
stated that the results would be posted by Friday, February 4.  In response to a question from 
Susannah, the presenter provided additional information regarding the discrepancy in the 
number of questions on the online survey vs. the paper survey.  She stated that there were 18 
additional questions that were provided on the online survey to those who answered a 
previous question in such a way that it indicated that they were involved in a leadership role at 
the parish.  These persons were determined to be more “in the know” than the average 
parishioner, so their response triggered additional questions for them to answer.  Those 
questions and the answers provided are part of the survey data report provided to each parish; 
they are broken out separately in a specific category in the report.  

▪ Fr. Robert was informed by the diocese that there will be a meeting at the diocese on March 17 
for all priests regarding the decisions that will be made by that time regarding which churches 
and schools will remain open, which ones will close, and which ones will be merged.  Pastors 
may bring members of their staff to this meeting as well.   

▪ Fr. Robert will call for a meeting of all those in leadership positions in the parish to review the 
results of the survey and determine goals or action plans for the parish based on analysis of the 
data.   

▪ A report to the diocese is required by Feb. 28 regarding how the parish will use the results of 
the survey to further its mission and the mission of the diocese. 
 

o The Synod:   
▪ Fr. Robert invited Susannah to facilitate the Synod process at the parish.  They met and 

determined a schedule for three dialogue sessions to be called Synod Forums.  They will occur 
on Feb. 6, 15, and 22, with a morning session at 9:00 A.M. and an evening session at 7:00 P.M.  
All parishioners are invited to attend.  A Zoom option will also be offered.   

▪ The focus of the sessions will be the themes and accompanying questions suggested in the 
Preparatory Document for the Synod provided by the Vatican.  
https://www.synod.va/en/news/preparatory-document.html 

▪ Each date will address different themes and questions; the morning and evening session on 
each date will have the same content. 

▪ Susannah attended a Zoom presentation on February 1 hosted by the diocese to train parish 
facilitators for the Synod process.  Four questions were presented to be asked at the parish 
sessions; these will be added to the questions suggested by the Vatican.   

▪ A report on the Synod process at each parish is required by the diocese by March 31.   
 

https://www.synod.va/en/news/preparatory-document.html


 
 

▪ One of the themes suggested by the Vatican is Ecumenism.  To engage with that theme, Fr. 
Robert and Susannah have conducted two interviews with religious leaders of other faith 
traditions – Rabbi Peretz Wolf-Prusan of Jewish Family and Community Services on January 21 
and Pastor Will McGarvey of Community Presbyterian Church and president of the Interfaith 
Council of Contra Costa County on Feb. 2.  A meeting with Lisa Sargent, chaplain at Kaiser 
Medical Center, is scheduled for Feb. 16. 

 

o Expansion Project Update:   
▪ The fire alarm system that was installed in the new construction space is not the same as the 

one that is in the blueprints.  The fire department cannot sign off on the inspection until the 
blueprints are amended to show the correct fire system.  The estimated time for the blueprints 
to be revised is 3-4 weeks.  The building cannot be used until the fire department signs off on 
the inspection, and after that the final inspection will be by the city planner. 

 

o Unused Land Update: 
▪ The $500,000 grant for building cottages for the homeless was granted to the City of Antioch.   
▪ Fr. Robert was contacted by the Vicar General, Fr. Lawrence D’Anjou, and informed by him that 

the cottage project and the Winter Nights Safe Parking Lot program have been put on hold until 
after the decisions are made regarding parish closures/mergers. 

 

o Director of Music Ministry Update:  
▪ The position is being advertised locally and nationally.  At this time there are no candidates.  

Once this contract year is completed, more candidates may come forward in the spring and 
summer. 

 

o Pastoral Care Update:   
▪ Quail Lodge and Tre Vista are open for pastoral care services.   
▪ The hospitals are not yet open.   
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
January 15, 20222 

  
 

Very Reverend Lawrence C. D’Anjou, Vicar General of the Diocese of Oakland 

Mr. Rick Medeiros, Chancellor of the Diocese of Oakland 

Diocese of Oakland 

2121 Harrison Street, Suite 100   
Oakland, CA 94612 

 

Dear Rev. D’Anjou and Mr. Medeiros, 
 

    We are grateful for your leadership as co-chairs of the Diocese of Oakland Mission Alignment Process.  
This letter is to share questions we have as the members of the Pastoral Staff of St. Ignatius of Antioch 
Church regarding the structure of the Disciple Maker Index Survey administered by Catholic Leadership 
Institute in the fall of 2021 as part of the Mission Alignment Process.  These questions arose in response to 
feedback we received from parishioners, both verbally and in writing, regarding the discrepancy in the 
number of questions in the paper survey versus the number of questions in the online survey.  We are 
pleased to report that 60% of our parishioners completed the survey:  225 completed the survey online, 
and 75 completed a paper copy of the survey.    
 

    We first brought the question regarding this discrepancy to Catholic Leadership Institute and received 
this communication via email from Mr. Tim Rooney, Senior Client Service Coordinator, Catholic Leadership 
Institute: 
 

“Why does the DMI online survey and paper survey appear different?  If you look closely at 
the DMI paper survey, you will notice that there are potentially up to 20 more questions 
that you may see when going through the DMI online survey.  The reason for this is that 
some of the questions that are asked throughout the DMI survey are targeted to particular 
individuals within the parish community who are best suited to respond to those questions 
based on our research.  Through the DMI online survey, the survey can show particular 
questions based on the respondent’s previous answers which is known as conditional logic.  
This means you will only be prompted to respond to some of the questions based on the 
other responses you provide.  When it comes to the paper survey, there is no way to 
employ this conditional logic so we have to show all possible questions for respondents to 
respond to.  The answers to the questions that a respondent answers on the paper survey 
are filtered out of the data set if they don’t qualify to respond to those questions to ensure 
data integrity.  The majority of parishioners opt to take the survey online, so there should 
only be a small number of parishioners who take the paper surveys.  All parishioners should 
be encouraged to take the online survey unless there is something that is prohibiting them 
from doing so.” 

 

  
    This response was received by the leadership of the DMI survey process at our parish.  It was shared with 
the Pastoral Council and the Pastoral Staff of our parish.  No directions were provided as to the sharing of 
this information with our parishioners.  There are members of these two groups who believe that the 
process described above by Mr. Rooney clouds the validity of the collected survey data due to the 
difference in the format between the online and paper surveys and the difference in the number of 
questions which respondents were allowed to answer in the online survey.   
 



 
 

 

    Our questions are as follows: 
1.  Could you please define/explain/clarify the term “conditional logic” from your point of view 

and understanding of this phrase? 
2. What might we expect from you in terms of feedback?  Will you provide an explanation to all 

members of the Diocese of Oakland, or is each parish to interpret Mr. Rooney’s response and 
communicate it to its parish community? 

 

    Thank you for your kind consideration of our questions.  We await your timely response. 
 

 

 

 

Fr. Robert Rien            Deacon Gary Hack            Peter Deglinnocenti 
 

 

 

 

Estrella Rusk            Maryann Petticord            Carolyn Krantz 

 

 

 

 

Shelli Daviess            Susannah Nelson     
  
 

Cc:  Bishop Michael Barber, Diocese of Oakland 

 


