
 

 

St. Ignatius of Antioch Church 

Pastoral Council Meeting  

 January 2022  
 

Meeting called to order: 6:00 PM    
 
Council members present: 

• Will Avitabile, Father Robert, Catherine Vidaurri, Susannah Nelson, Steve Andreatta, Steven Rojek 
Reggia Desmond  

 
Council member absent: 

• David Nelson 
 
New Council Member Candidates Present 

• Lucky and Kaitie Thammalangsy (third meeting) 
 
Opening prayer – Susannah Nelson (The Feast of the Epiphany) 
 
Tour of New Kitchen – Rich Confetti 

• Parish Council members with given a tour of the new parish kitchen and storage areas. 
 
December 2021 Pastoral Council Minutes approved with corrections. 
 
Expansion Project Financial Update – Will 

• Refer to Expansion Handout 

• Rick Cross has designed a landscaping plan 
 
Pastoral Staff January 6 Meeting Summary – Susannah Nelson, Pastoral Council Liaison 

• Refer to Susannah’s notes (attached) 

• February is Black History Month; pictures of Black Saints will be hung at St. Ignatius during February. 

• Evening of Dialog will be held at St. Ignatius Parish referencing East Bay Times article on unused land. 

• Hope Solutions will make a presentation regarding cottages to Diocese at the end of January.  
 
Finance Council December Dinner Meeting  

• No Business Conducted 
 
Diocesan MAP Survey– Susannah Nelson, MAP Coordinator 

• Results will be shared in the spring. At that time a committee of 5-6 people will be chosen by Fr. 
Robert to review the data and make recommendations. 

• The Pastoral Staff was concerned about the integrity of the Diocesan MAP Survey due to the 
information below. Gary Hack and Susannah Nelson will compose a letter to the Diocese expressing 
the concerns of the Pastoral Staff and asking for clarification regarding the construction of the survey 
based on “conditional logic.” 

• Some parishioners raised a question about the survey: Why is there a difference in the number of 
questions on the paper survey vs. the online survey?  

 
 
 



 

• The explanation below was provided by Tim Rooney, Senior Client Service Coordinator of the Catholic 
LifeInstitute, the organization that created and implemented the survey. 

➢ “I also wanted to address a question that popped up a few times, in case you are curious or have heard other 
people ask. Why does the DMI online survey and paper survey appear different? If you look closely at the DMI 
paper survey, you will notice that there are potentially up to 20 more questions that you may see when going 
through the DMI online survey. The reason for this is that some of the questions that are asked throughout 
the DMI survey are targeted to particular individuals within the parish community who are best suited to 
respond to those questions based on our research. Through the DMI online survey, the survey can show 
particular questions based on the respondent’s previous answers which is known as conditional logic. This 
means you will only be prompted to respond to some of the questions based on the other responses you 
provide. When it comes to the paper survey, there is no way to employ this conditional logic so we have to 
show all possible questions for respondents to respond to. The answers to the questions that a respondent 
answers on the paper survey are filtered out of the data set if they don’t qualify to respond to those 
questions to ensure data integrity. The majority of parishioners opt to take the survey online, so there should 
only be a small number of parishioners who take the paper surveys. All parishioners should be encouraged to 
take the online survey unless there is something that is prohibiting them from doing so.” 

 
Information Table – Will Avitabile 

• Lucky presented a “Parish Information” banner that the Parish Council approved for use. 

• At next meeting, Lucky will provide more information on a ready-made cabinet to use as Information 
Kiosk. 

 
Parish Update – Father Robert 

• Still searching for Music Director, Rosie will continue play. 

• Rick Confetti retiring, after expansion completion. 

• Lent and Easter preparation in the works. 

• Opening of new kitchen planned for February 26; first event Knights of Columbus Crab Feed. 
Lenten Fish Fry is back. 

• Several rentals have been requested once expanded parish hall is open. 

• Food Handler Cards will be required for any parishioner working in the new kitchen. There has 
been some pushback on card requirement. Father Robert will not back down on this requirement. 

• Current certified kitchen managers are Steven Rojek, Will Avitabile and Catherine Vidaurri. 
 
Lucky and Kaitie Thammalangsy Third Meeting Discernment 

• They said, “YES” to joining the Pastoral Council. A round of applause with given to Lucky and Kaitie. 
Father Robert will order a PC badges. 

 
Meeting concluded at 7:30 pm 
 
Calendar of Events 

• February 26 – Knights of Columbus Crab Feed 

• March – Father Tom Lenten Series (Tuesdays) 

• April 12 – PC Meeting and Father Robert Birthday  

• May 15 – New Parishioner Brunch 

•  

Closing Prayer – Prayer composed by Lucky and Kaitie Thammalangsy 

 
Next Meeting – February 8, 2022    Opening Prayer  -- Steve Andreatti 
                             6:00 p.m.     Closing Prayer --  Lucky and Kaitie Thammalangsy 
  St. Ignatius Social Hall 
 



 

REPORT TO THE PASTORAL COUNCIL – DECEMBER 13, 2021 – SUSANNAH NELSON 

Liaison to Pastoral Staff Meeting – January 6, 2022 

• I shared that the Finance Council approved $1,500 to be used to obtain an Information Kiosk, a 

permanent structure on wheels with shelving and a counter space. 

• I shared that the Council supported and were appreciative of the efforts of Shelli Daviess in organizing 

an Advent series for adults and a Lent series for adults. 

• I shared that the Council is looking forward to the return of the parish’s multicultural celebrations 

when the new social hall opens. Fr. Robert shared that there will be a recognition in the church of 8 

black saints during Black History Month (February). Shelli Daviess is working on this. 

• Other agenda items discussed at the meetings: 

o The Synod: 

▪ The listening and discussion groups will best take place during Lent. Groups from outside the 

parish are being invited to join us. Those groups are: 

• Fr. Ron Schmidt and the parishioners of St. Anne Church in Byron 

• Pastor Will McGarvey and the Interfaith Council of Contra Costa County 

• Lisa Sargent, the chaplain at Kaiser Medical Center 

• Jewish Family Community Services 

• New Ways Ministry (LGBTQ community) 

o Construction Project Update: 

▪ The construction has been inspected and approved by the architect and the contractor. 

▪ The final amount due is $118,000. The parish has $87,326 in the Building Fund and $88,498 in 

the Reserve Fund, so payment can be made with no additional loan from the Diocese. 

▪ Currently waiting for the controller for the new wireless fire alarm system (the Ansul system); 

the kitchen or social area cannot be used until this controller arrives and the system passes 

inspection by the Fire Department.  

▪ The final inspection will be by the city building department. 

▪ There was a dry rot issue in the area where mops and cleaning supplies were stored 

▪ “Somewhere on the water” are the controllers for the new lighting system. A search 

throughout the United States is taking place for replacement controllers. 

o Unused Land Update: 

▪ The Diocesan College of Consulters met on December 14. At this meeting, two requests 

submitted by our parish were discussed: the Winter Nights Safe Parking Program and the 

building of cottages for the homeless on our unused property. There has been no word yet 

regarding their decision. 

▪ There are other parishes requesting permission to build cottages for the homeless as well, 

including St. Bonaventure. Each cottage is 250 square feet and measures 6’ by 12’. 

▪ Our zoning laws would allow 6 units per acre. We have one acre available. 

▪ Pro bono architects will be assisting with the project. A letter was sent to the Diocese of 

Oakland to ask permission to move forward with the cottages. The request has been referred 

to the College of Consulters, who met today. 

▪ Fr. Robert received a phone message from Fr. Lawrence at St. Bonaventure informing him that 

their parish is doing the same thing; they have already submitted architectural plans 



 

o Director of Music Ministry Update: 

▪ The Search Committee met on January 6 and decided the following: 

• John Montanero, one of the candidates, played the organ and directed the choir on the 

weekend of December 11-12. It was decided that he was not the right fit for our needs. 

• Fr. Robert will renew the ad with the San Francisco Chapter of the American Guild of 

Organists, and he will purchase an ad with the national body of the American Guild of 

Organists. 

• Fr. Robert will contact Hupalo and Repasky Organ Builders regarding a candidate that they 

recommended who is currently with First Presbyterian Church in Oakland. His name is 

Aaron Nee. 

• Fr. Robert will contact the Director of Music for St. Dominic’s Church in San Francisco to 

obtain the contact information for Jeremy Jelinek. He is currently completing his Doctor of 

Musical Arts at Julliard and will be graduating in May. 

o Pastoral Care Update: 

▪ Quail Lodge and Tre Vista are open for pastoral care services. 

▪ The hospitals are not yet open. 

 


