
Articles of Interest 
For 
7 August 2022 
 
Sunday, 31 July 2022  
  

Richard Rohr's Daily Meditation 
From the Center for Action and Contemplation 

  

 

  

Week Thirty-One: Innocence 
  

Leaving the Garden   
  

Richard Rohr begins this week’s meditations 
by reflecting on our “fall from innocence” 
as a necessary part of the process of 
transformation: 
 
The word “innocent” from its Latin root 
means “not wounded.” That’s how we all 
start life. We’re all innocent. It doesn’t have 
anything to do with morally right or wrong. 
It has to do with not yet being wounded. We 
start unwounded. We start innocent, but the 
killing of our holy innocence (as in Herod’s 
command to kill the Holy Innocents 
[Matthew 2:16–18]) is an archetypal image 
of what eventually happens to all of us. 
Probably it has to happen for us to grow up. 
We have to leave the garden. This 
movement of leaving and returning, forward 
and back, is the process of transformation. 
It’s the way we increase the spaciousness of 
freedom in our lives, so that we have the 
capacity for true relatedness. 

Jesus tells three parables about losing and 
finding: the lost sheep, the lost coin, and the 
lost son (Luke 15:4–32). In each case, we 
think we have it, we lose it, we rediscover it, 
and then we throw a party. The party only 
happens after the rediscovery because we 
don’t really “have it” until we’ve lost it and 
choose it consciously again. That’s the 

human journey, the movement from first 
naiveté or false innocence to the chosen and 
conscious freedom that God is calling us 
toward. 

The Christ child is the image of the 
unwounded one. Our inner Christ child is 
the part of us that is not wounded. In our 
own way, we each have to rediscover, 
honor, recognize, and own that inner Christ 
child. We may have lost the vision of 
innocence, but the Christ child is that part of 
us that has always said “yes” to God and 
always will. 

Jesus said, “I will not leave you orphaned” 
(John 14:18). Faith is trusting that an 
intrinsic union exists between us and God. 
Contemplation is to experience this union. 
The path of fall and return is how we 
experience this union as pure grace and free 
gift. 

There is a necessary movement between the 
two ends of the divine/human axis, between 
one’s core and the core of God. The only 
real sin is to doubt, deny, or fail to 
experience this basic foundational 
connection. If we don’t have some small 
mirrors (partners, friends, lovers) that tell us 
we are good, it’s very hard to believe in the 
Big Goodness. 

We need at least an experiential glimpse of 
this True Self before we start talking about 
being rid of the “false” or separate self. I 
think the only and single purpose of religion 
is to lead us to an experience of the True 
Self. Every sacrament, every Bible reading, 
every church service, every song, every bit 
of priesthood, ceremony, or liturgy, as far as 
I’m concerned, is to allow us to experience 
our True Self: who we are in God and who 
God is in us.  
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Image inspiration: We see the simplicity of 
these black and white photos: the lines of the 
leaves, the focus on just one flower, one 
stem, one patch of grass. Innocence, in its 
state of simplicity and grace, is not deluded 
by a desire for more; it accepts what is. 

  Story From Our Community 
Last year when I was hanging by the tatters 
of my faith, a friend sent me the link to the 
CAC daily readings after a chance 
conversation. At the same time I had started 
meeting with someone to help me through a 
stressful and frightening family situation. It 
was extraordinary how the two worked hand 
in hand and over the course of 12 months, 
I’ve rediscovered my true self and slowly 
found new healthier ways of being. Non-
dual thinking and knowing that I am fully 
known and fully loved has been such 
bedrock. This afternoon I had a beautiful, 
real and free conversation with my daughter 
who was almost estranged 18 months ago. 
My heart is full of gratitude. 
—Jackie  

Prayer For Our Community 
God, Lord of all creation, lover of life and of 
everything, please help us to love in our very 
small way what You love infinitely and 
everywhere. We thank You that we can offer 
just this one prayer and that will be more 
than enough, because in reality 
every thing and every one is connected, 
and nothing stands alone. To pray for one 
part is really to pray for the whole, and so 
we do. Help us each day to stand for love, 
for healing, for the good, for the diverse 
unity of the Body of Christ and all creation, 
because we know this is what You desire: as 
Jesus prayed, that all may be one. We offer 
our prayer together with all the holy names 
of God, we offer our prayer together with 
Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
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Week Thirty-One: Innocence 
  

Wise as Serpents, Innocent as 
Doves 

  

“Behold, I send you out as sheep in the 
midst of wolves; so be wise as serpents and 
innocent as doves.” –Matthew 10:16 
 
The late author and preacher Peter J. 
Gomes (1942–2011) considers the type of 
seasoned innocence to which Jesus calls his 
disciples: 
 
You need both innocence and experience, 
both the serpent and the dove, if you have 
any chance of making it as a Christian in 
this world. Innocence without experience 
eventually becomes a state of pure illusion, 
and experience without vision deteriorates 
into cynical despair. . . . 

When Jesus speaks of the wisdom of the 
serpent he is not giving us an invitation to 
cynicism; he wants us, like the serpent, 
always to know what is going on. Of all 
creatures, the serpent is the one most aware 
of his environment, most sensitive to his 
surroundings, most in touch with his 
circumstances, for his entire body is a live 
wire of sensation. We are meant to be aware, 
heads up, eyes open, mind on full throttle, 
not easily fooled or seduced by the 
blandishments of this life. . . . 

To be innocent as a dove is an exercise 
neither in naïveté nor in deception. The dove 
is the symbol of the spirit of God, and where 
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the dove is, there is to be found serenity, 
reconciliation, and peace. When Noah 
wanted to know if it was all right to go back 
into the world, he didn’t ask for a weather 
report; he sent out for the dove. When Jesus 
was baptized, God’s favor was shown in the 
descent of the dove; and the Holy Spirit, the 
present tense of God, is represented in 
Christian art by the dove. Give me the dove 
any day; the dove is no dumb bird. 

In other words, Jesus tells us that to survive 
in this world . . . we need to know what is 
going on and not be overwhelmed by it; and 
to do that we need to live all of the time in a 
divine and creative dialogue between 
innocence, the first and last love of our faith, 
and experience, by which we learn what we 
need to know. [1] 

Father Richard describes these deeper 
stages of spiritual maturity as a “regained 
innocence”:  

There is a regained innocence, which could 
also refer to the highest states of 
enlightenment. This is the clarity and 
freedom found in a person who has been 
deeply wounded but, after passing through a 
healing purification, comes out the other 
side with the best of both worlds; they are 
cleverly wise and yet not overly defended or 
guarded. I suspect this is exactly what Jesus 
represents and what he describes when he 
tells his disciples to “Go forth wise as 
serpents but innocent as doves” (Matthew 
10:16). This would be those who have left 
the Garden, eaten a few more apples, and 
returned again because they now know how 
to live and love both inside and outside of 
the Garden. [2] 
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Week Thirty-One: Innocence 
  

Like a Child 
  

“Unless you change and become like little 
children, you will never enter the kingdom 
of heaven.” –Matthew 18:3  
 
Therapist and spiritual director Fiona 
Gardner draws a deeper understanding of 
the value of our lost innocence from the 
writings of Thomas Merton:   
 
One of the characteristics of infants is that 
they are often seen, especially in the 
spiritual sense, as innocent. . . . In his essay 
“The Recovery of Paradise” Thomas Merton 
writes of the Desert Fathers and their search 
for “lost innocence,” which they saw as [the] 
emptiness and purity of heart “which had 
belonged to Adam and Eve in Eden. . . . 
They sought paradise in the recovery of that 
‘unity’ which had been shattered by the 
‘knowledge of good and evil.’” [1] . . . This 
unity that had been lost was, as the Desert 
Fathers saw it, the unity of being one with 
Christ. . . .  

Jesus’ teaching tells us that the gift of being 
like a child is vital and necessary for entry to 
the kingdom—it is a command: “unless.” 
This extraordinary teaching is consistent in 
the three synoptic gospels but the meaning 
of the teaching is less clear. In fact the 
mystery of what it might all mean is 
revealed only to babies and toddlers, in other 
words those who are not yet able to speak: 
“At that time, Jesus said, ‘I thank you 
Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because 
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you have hidden these things from the wise 
and intelligent and have revealed them to 
infants’” (Matthew 11:25). The message is 
that for us to see and to be close to God we 
have to relinquish the part of us that feels 
important and knowledgeable as a grown-up 
and turn in a state of not-knowing to God. . . 

Moving from knowledge to innocence 
regained is a way of temptation and 
struggle; “it is a matter of wrestling with 
supreme difficulties and overcoming 
obstacles that seem, and indeed are, beyond 
human strength.” [2]   

Gardner compares Jesus’ teaching in 
Matthew to a Zen koan, which invites 
listeners to hold two contradictory 
statements together until a new awareness 
arises:    

If we consider Jesus’ command to the 
would-be adult disciples to become as small 
children as equivalent to a koan, then the 
work is to hold the lost innocence and the 
knowledge until the breakthrough can 
emerge. . . . As Merton knew from his 
reading on the Desert Fathers and his own 
spiritual practice it is not possible as an adult 
to regain innocence without knowledge. . . 

Purity of heart is the recovery of divine 
likeness where the true self is lost in God. . . 
. This as Merton writes is “only a return to 
the true beginning.” [3] For this is where 
Christ is—in the beginning and in the 
becoming. This is the rebirth or a fresh start 
where Merton believed the preparation took 
place “for the real work of God which is 
revealed in the Bible: the work of the new 
creation, the resurrection from the dead, the 
resurrection of all things in Christ.” [4]  
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Week Thirty-One: Innocence 
  

God Alone Is Good 
  

In the latest season of the podcast Learning 
How to See, Brian McLaren, Richard Rohr, 
and CAC staff member Paul Swanson 
discuss the ways a dangerous façade or 
“cult of innocence” can be used to claim 
superiority over others and even deny 
reality:   
 
Brian: We’d like to talk about innocence. . . 
We’re trying to help people get an 
assessment of our Christian faith that in no 
way minimizes or negates the beauty and the 
wisdom and the depth and the insight, but 
also in no way minimizes the horrors that 
have been done in the name of our religion, 
in the name of our Church, in the name of 
Jesus, in the name of the Trinity, in the 
name of God. One of the things we want to 
talk about is this idea of Christianity as a 
cult of innocence. [1] 

Richard: Seldom have I evoked so many 
implications and ramifications by one 
phrase, at least in the realm of theology, then 
when you gave me this phrase “cult of 
innocence.” I said, before even you 
explained it to me, “That’s it. That’s what 
Christianity allowed itself to become.” And 
it’s so triply ironic, because the Latin 
word innocens means “unwounded.” Here 
we worship a wounded man, and we said, 
“in his wounds are our salvation,” and yet 
much of our moral concentration is on 
proving we’re not wounded, 
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we’re not wrong, we’re not at all bad, 
we’re not unworthy. Whereas Jesus, in utter 
freedom, says to the rich young man, “Why 
do you call me good? God alone is good” 
(Luke 18:19). That is such a line of inner 
freedom, where there is no need to be 
thought of as good. . . .  

Brian: One of my friends years ago said to 
me (we were both pastors), “Brian, I think 
the biggest challenge that we pastors [face] 
is whether we want to be better than we 
appear or appear better than we are.” He 
said, “I’m really trying to make it my goal to 
be better than I appear, but it’s such a 
temptation.” . . . But [the way Jesus just 
dismisses it] is for him to say it’s a game I 
don’t even want to play. . . .   

Paul: Richard, what you just said reminded 
me of something you had taught on a while 
ago about Christianity being a religion that 
has this amazing medicine called grace, but 
the way to succeed in the church is to say 
that you don’t need that medicine. That you 
can survive without it.   

Richard: Yes, you can put in the word 
mercy, or unconditional love, all the things 
we’re supposed to be about. We convince 
people that we don’t really need it, because 
we’re not sinners. Oh, come on! Pope 
Francis’ first public talk when he was 
elected, this strange bishop from Argentina, 
they said, “Who are you?” The first words 
out of his mouth were, “I’m a sinner.” What 
liberation, my goodness! [2]  
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Week Thirty-One: Innocence 
  

Contemplation Reveals Our 
Wounds 

  

Benedictine sister Joan Chittister reflects on 
a wisdom teaching from the Desert Fathers. 
We encourage you to read this teaching 
from Abba Moses on the illusion of 
innocence and the humbling truth that we 
are all wounded: 
 
Once a brother committed a sin in Scetis, 
and the elders assembled and sent for Abba 
Moses. He, however, did not want to go. 
Then the priest sent a message to him, 
saying: “Come, everybody is waiting for 
you.” So he finally got up to go. And he 
took a worn-out basket with holes, filled it 
with sand, and carried it along. The people 
who came to meet him said: “What is this?” 
Then the old man said: “My sins are running 
out behind me, yet I do not see them. And 
today I have come to judge the sins of 
someone else.” When they heard this, they 
said nothing to the brother and pardoned 
him. 

Sister Joan describes how contemplation 
helps us to recognize and to accept 
ourselves, and others, as we truly are:  

The desert monastics are clear: Self-
righteousness is cruelty done in the name of 
justice. It is conceivable, of course, that we 
might find a self-righteous religious. . . . It is 
probable that I might very well find myself 
dealing with a self-righteous friend or 

https://email.cac.org/t/d-l-fhjtdg-tlkrdikyp-r/


neighbor or even family member. But it is 
not possible to find a self-righteous 
contemplative. Not a real contemplative. 

Contemplation breaks us open to ourselves. 
The fruit of contemplation is self-
knowledge, not self-justification. “The 
nearer we draw to God,” Abba Mateos said, 
“the more we see ourselves as sinners.” We 
see ourselves as we really are, and knowing 
ourselves we cannot condemn the other. We 
remember with a blush the public sin that 
made us mortal. We recognize with dismay 
the private sin that curls within us in fear of 
exposure. Then the whole world changes 
when we know ourselves. We gentle it. The 
fruit of self-knowledge is kindness. Broken 
ourselves, we bind tenderly the wounds of 
the other. . . .  

Cruelty is not the fruit of contemplation. 
Those who have touched the God who lives 
within themselves, with all their struggles, 
all their lack, see God everywhere and, most 
of all, in the helpless, fragile, pleading, 
frightened other. Contemplatives do not 
judge the heart of another by a scale on 
which they themselves could not be 
vindicated.   

The pitfall of the religion of perfection is 
self-righteousness, that cancer of the soul 
that requires more of others than it demands 
of itself and so erodes its own fibre even 
more. It is an inner blindness that counts the 
sins of others but has no eye for itself. . . .   

Real contemplatives receive the other with 
the open arms of God because they have 
come to know that for all their emptiness 
God has received them.   
To be a contemplative it is necessary to take 
in without reservation those whom the world 
casts out because it is they who show us 
most clearly the face of the waiting God.  

Sculptor helped Pope 
Francis 'untie the 
knots' in Canada 

1 August 2022 
by Christopher White 

  

 
Pope Francis blesses Timothy Schmalz's bronze 
sculpture. Mary, Untier of Knots, on his second 
day in Canada, while visiting Lake Ste. Anne, 
the most popular pilgrimage site for Indigenous 
peoples in North America. The sculpture will be 
permanently installed there. (Courtesy of 
Timothy Schmalz) 
 
EDMONTON, ALBERTA — Pope Julius 
II had Michelangelo and Raphael. Pope 
Francis has Timothy Schmalz. 

In the same way that the 16th-century 
Renaissance artists left an indelible mark on 
the Vatican through work that still manages 
to communicate centuries later, in recent 
years, it's been the work of Schmalz, a 
Canadian-born sculptor, who has taken the 
messages of Francis' papacy and chiseled 
them into permanent form. 

A year ago this week, Schmalz was putting 
the final touches on a new work inspired by 
one of Pope Francis' favorite devotions to 
Mary: Undoer of Knots. 
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When Schmalz heard that the pope was 
planning to visit his home country, he 
approached the Canadian bishops with 
images of his new bronze sculpture. Those 
images were sent to the Vatican and, 
according to Schmalz, it was Francis who 
said he wanted to give it as a permanent gift 
to the Indigenous peoples of Canada during 
his visit. 

 
Timothy Schmalz's Mary, Untier of Knots, is 
seen during Pope Francis' weeklong trip to 
Canada, where he met with Indigenous peoples 
and apologized for the Catholic Church's role in 
residential schools. (Courtesy of Timothy 
Schmalz) 
 
In some respects, Schmalz has become the 
in-house sculptor of the Francis papacy. 

In 2019, his 20-foot bronze Angels 
Unawares,  which depicts migrants and 
refugees crammed aboard a boat as they flee 
war, persecution, slavery and other societal 
ills, found a home in St. Peter's Square. 

The sculpture, the first installed in St. Peter's 
Square in several centuries, became an 
instant favorite of pilgrims crossing through 
the iconic piazza, and now replicas 
have toured the world. 

Since then, Schmalz has gone on to create 
sculptures of human trafficking, which 
Francis has lamented as a modern form of 
slavery, and the unborn, often described by 
Francis as victims of the "throwaway 
culture." 

And on the pope's second day in Canada, 
while visiting Lake Ste. Anne, the most 
popular pilgrimage site for Indigenous 
peoples in North America, the pope blessed 
Schmalz's latest, Mary, Untier of 
Knots, which will be permanently installed 
there. 

The image, based on a popular Marian 
devotion and a baroque painting that 
captures Mary untying individual knots, has 
often been invoked by Francis in times of 
trouble and crisis and when divine help is 
needed to help undo difficult situations. 

Schmalz told NCR that in his view, there's 
no better symbol for the current tightrope 
Pope Francis is walking in trying to right 
historical wrongs by apologizing to the 
Indigenous peoples in Canada for abuses at 
Catholic Church-run residential schools. 

In Schmalz's bronze sculpture, Mary stands 
behind a globe, untying a chain of knots 
around the world. 

"It's a portrait of his heart," Schmalz said, 
referring to Francis. "That is what he is 
doing, by traveling across the world to be 
here." 
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Timothy Schmalz works in his studio on the 
statue Mary, Untier of Knots. His 20-foot bronze 
Angels Unawares, which depicts migrants and 
refugees crammed aboard a boat as they flee, 
found a home in St. Peter's Square. (Courtesy of 
Timothy Schmalz) 
 
The sculpture captures Mary not gazing 
outward, but looking — with furled brow — 
directly at the knots. 

Schmalz says he sees it as a parallel for what 
the pope is doing in his weeklong tour here 
by "looking directly at the church's historical 
problems" and trying to right them. 

"Everything about the piece is of frail, 
human imperfections and them having to be 
addressed and fixed," he added.  

Francis, who left Canada July 29 to return to 
Rome, repeatedly said during his visit that 
the church's work of reconciliation with 
Indigenous peoples is only just beginning. 

Schmalz said he hopes his sculpture will 
help in that process, saying that if the pope 
can apologize for the church's historical sins, 
so, too, can everyday Catholics in their own 
lives. 

He hopes that when the sculpture is 
permanently installed, it will include real 
ribbons and real knots that individuals can 

undo as they journey to Lake Ste. Anne and 
pray. 

"I feel like I am an artistic soldier for Pope 
Francis," Schmalz admitted. "And that's a 
great type of soldier to be. We need these 
symbols out there."  

 
Christopher White 
Christopher White is the Vatican 
correspondent for NCR. His email address 
is cwhite@ncronline.org. Follow him on 
Twitter: @CWWhiteNCR. 

Pax Christi celebrates 
50 years of Catholic 
witness against the 

'war machine' 
2 August 2022 

by Aleja Hertzler-McCain 
  

Justice 

 
Charlene Howard, chairwoman of the Pax 
Christi USA national council, Josie Garnem, a 
national council member, and Lauren Bailey, the 
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organization's national field organizer, pose 
during a demonstration June 18 in Washington, 
calling for prioritizing federal budget 
expenditures for human needs rather the 
military. (CNS/Courtesy of Pax Christi USA) 
 
Pax Christi USA, a branch of the 
international Catholic peace movement, 
will celebrate its 50th anniversary with a 
conference Aug. 5-7 just outside 
Washington. 

Johnny Zokovitch, the group's executive 
director, told NCR the 50th anniversary 
is an opportunity both to celebrate the 
vision of the founders, who understood 
"how much the church needed an 
organized peace witness," and to focus 
on "looking forward and building on that 
legacy" by engaging young people in the 
movement. 

Pax Christi USA has been preparing for 
this conference for the last three years, 
led by 50th anniversary coordinator 
Michelle Sherman.  

"We're busy," said Charlene Howard, the 
group's National Council chair, speaking 
about the involvement of every member 
of their board in supporting the 
conference.  

The conference will feature a keynote 
address by Santa Fe Archbishop John 
Wester, who released a pastoral letter 
calling for nuclear disarmament at the 
beginning of 2022. As Catholic News 
Service reported, two of three U.S. 
nuclear weapons research facilities, the 
Sandia and Los Alamos national 
laboratories, as well as the nation's 
largest nuclear weapon storage facility, 
are located in Wester's archdiocese. 

Marie Dennis, who was co-president 
from 2007-19 of Pax Christi 
International, an umbrella group of Pax 
Christi groups across the world, said that 
Wester's call for nuclear disarmament, 
especially because of the location of his 
archdiocese, is a model for how 
Catholics might pursue difficult 
conversations about ethical questions. 

 
Marie Dennis is seen near Capitol Hill May 21, 
2018, in Washington. (CNS/Tyler Orsburn) 
 
"How do we imagine another economy 
where people do have jobs, where people 
are not dependent on building weapons?" 
asked Dennis, who is currently serving 
as the program chair of the Catholic 
Nonviolence Initiative, which focuses on 
issues of nonviolence and just peace. 

"We have got to find ways to extricate 
our economy from a dependence on war 
and the war machine," said Dennis. 

Retired Detroit Auxiliary Bishop 
Thomas Gumbleton, a founding member 
of Pax Christi USA, said he hopes 
Wester will draw on the U.S. bishops' 
1983 pastoral letter, "The Challenge of 
Peace: God's Promise and Our 
Response" in his talk at the conference. 
In that letter, the bishops said the arms 
race "poses a threat to human life and 
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human civilization which is without 
precedent." 

Gumbleton, who was simultaneously 
part of the bishops' committee who wrote 
the 1983 document and then-president of 
Pax Christi USA, said he relied on 
advice from members of the movement 
while working on the letter. "I hope that 
[Wester] can reinforce everything that 
we said back in 1983 and make it a 
message that people will be attracted to 
and follow," Gumbleton said. 

Pax Christi's dedication to nuclear 
disarmament has deep roots.  

Said Dennis: "Pax Christi was founded 
in the middle of the Cold War and began 
with a recognition that the United States 
was a central, very important player in 
what would happen during the Cold War 
and where we would go in terms of war 
or peace in the future, so the 
responsibility of Pax Christi USA began 
with, I think, a very deep and serious 
commitment to pulling the United States 
back from the brink of war." 

Gumbleton said that the organization had 
a difficult start until Erie, Pennsylvania 
Benedictine Sr. Mary Lou Kownacki 
became executive director. He said the 
Benedictines built Pax Christi USA into 
"a strong movement." "Without that 
change, we would have just sputtered 
out, I think," he said. 

 
Members of Pax Christi USA have been part of 
hundreds of demonstrations in the 50 years since 
the organization's founding. In January 1991 the 
organization brought together Catholic and other 
religious leaders in Washington to call for an 
end to the Gulf War. (CNS/Courtesy of Pax 
Christi USA) 
 
The organization faced another inflection 
point when other peace organizations 
faded away at the end of the Cold War. 
But Pax Christi USA remained, which 
Zokovitch credits to the "multi-issue and 
intersectional" focus of the movement. 
Pax Christi endured because, instead of a 
"war/peace axis," the movement was 
built around "an oppression/liberation 
axis," he said. 

Howard emphasized this perspective, 
saying, "What does peace really mean? 
It's not the absence of war. It is living in 
an environment in the way that God 
intends for it so that everyone can 
thrive." 
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'What does peace really 
mean? It's not the absence of 

war. It is living in an 
environment in the way that 

God intends for it so that 
everyone can thrive.' 
—Charlene Howard, 

National Council chair for 
Pax Christi USA 

 
Johnny Zokovitch, executive director of Pax 
Christi USA, is seen in this undated photo. He 
said the organization has been rooted in Catholic 
social teaching for 50 years and has placed a 
greater emphasis on how economic justice, 
racial equality and military spending are 
interconnected. (CNS/Courtesy of Pax Christi 
USA) 
 
This understanding of peace led Pax 
Christi to make a commitment to internal 
anti-racist work in the mid 1990s. "If we 
were going to be authentic about calling 
ourselves the national Catholic peace and 
justice movement," Zokovitch said, "we 
needed to better reflect the experience 
and the contributions of the U.S. 
Catholic church," which was much more 

racially diverse than the movement at 
that time. 

This anti-racist work continues with the 
Pax Christi Anti-Racism Team and 
throughout the organization. "Anybody 
who does anti-racism work will tell you 
it's not a comfortable place at all. It's a 
place of great tension and discomfort," 
said Zokovitch, who has led Pax Christi 
USA since 2019 and previously worked 
for both the U.S. and international 
organizations. 

Howard is dedicated to "the continual 
increase of the visibility and viability of 
the organization among people of color," 
especially among other African 
Americans like her. "I want us, as an 
organization, to be intentional about not 
only addressing issues of anti-racism, but 
also being very intentional about, 'Well, 
what does that look like?' "  

After the 50th anniversary conference, 
Zokovitch said Pax Christi will turn its 
attention to engaging high school and 
college students and young adults in the 
movement. 

And while the group is impacted by the 
exodus of young people from the 
Catholic Church, Zokovitch is hopeful 
that the movement's elevation of women 
to leadership roles, openness to LGBTQ 
people, and embrace of "the deepest 
longings that people have for a 
transformed society that is rooted in the 
values of peace and justice and love and 
compassion" will differentiate Pax 
Christi from the institutional church. 

"If you are having trouble finding a place 
for how it is that you envision your faith 
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within the Catholic context, in your 
parish or within your school or within 
your diocese," Zokovitch said, "Pax 
Christi USA actually is a home for you." 

 
Aleja Hertzler-McCain 
Aleja Hertzler-McCain is NCR's Bertelsen 
Editorial Fellow, based in Mount Rainer, 
Maryland. 
 

Bishop Gumbleton 
reflects on past, future 

of Pax Christi USA 
2 August 2022 

by Aleja Hertzler-McCain 
  

People 

 
Retired Auxiliary Bishop Thomas Gumbleton of 
Detroit joins local Palestinians and international 
visitors for a Palm Sunday procession from 
Lazarus' tomb in Bethany to the Bethany Gate at 
the Israeli separation wall March 16, 2008, in 
the West Bank. He was a co-founder of Pax 
Christi USA in 1972. (CNS/Debbie Hill) 
 
Retired Detroit Auxiliary Bishop Thomas 
Gumbleton has been a member of Pax 
Christi USA, the national Catholic peace 
movement, since the group's founding in 
1972. 

As the organization prepares to celebrate its 
50th anniversary this August, Gumbleton 
spoke to NCR about Pax Christi's impact, 
and his hopes for its future. 

Noting Pope Francis' progressive move 
away in recent years from the Catholic 
Church's long-held just war theory, 
Gumbleton said he thinks Pax Christi has "a 
major opportunity." 

"If we can strengthen the movement and 
begin to spread and develop membership 
throughout our country, we have an 
opportunity to have a very positive, 
transforming influence on what is 
happening," said the bishop. 

Following is NCR's interview with 
Gumbleton, edited for length and context. 

NCR: How has the world changed since 
Pax Christi USA was founded? 

Gumbleton: It seems to me that since we 
started 50 years ago in the U.S., that 
violence has increased enormously, the 
number of shootings in malls and schools or 
almost anywhere — the recent one in Texas 
where all those children were murdered — 
so that sort of thing has happened more and 
more. The violence in our country just 
seems to be getting more and more out of 
control. 

This just seems so, well, absurd that there 
are more guns than there are people in the 
United States. It's like you almost have to be 
ready for a gun battle when you go into a 
supermarket. I just find it overwhelming that 
this kind of violence has increased so much. 
And in spite of some efforts on the part of 
the president or other civic leaders, it's not 
going down; it's getting worse, and that's 
one of the major changes I think. 

https://www.ncronline.org/authors/aleja-hertzler-mccain
https://www.ncronline.org/authors/aleja-hertzler-mccain
https://www.ncronline.org/channel/people
https://www.ncronline.org/node/211836
https://www.ncronline.org/node/211836
https://www.ncronline.org/node/193202
https://www.ncronline.org/node/193202
https://www.ncronline.org/authors/aleja-hertzler-mccain


How have you witnessed Pax Christi USA 
impacting the church? 

I think that within the bishops' conference, 
Pax Christi was a leader in promoting what 
we call the peace pastoral, the teaching 
document of 1983 that the Catholic bishops 
put out ("The Challenge of Peace: God's 
Promise and Our Response"). 

I was a member of the committee that wrote 
that document, and as the president of Pax 
Christi at the time I had a lot of people ready 
to give us advice on how to write such a 
pastoral letter, what should be included in it 
and how to promulgate it. So Pax Christi 
was very active in that regard back in the 
early 1980s. The whole peace movement 
was very active at that point, and Pax Christi 
was among the leaders in the Catholic 
Church of the anti-war/pro-peace activities. 

How has Pax Christi impacted your life 
these last 50 years? 

Within the movement we put a major 
influence on the act of love or nonviolence, 
and then, in my own life, I went through a 
very profound conversion to that. Because I 
grew up, as Catholics did generally, with a 
conviction that war could be justified. It was 
through Pax Christi that I came to 
understand that, within the teachings of 
Jesus, war cannot be justified. 

So Pax Christi, in my life, helped to bring 
about a profound conversion away from any 
acts of violence for any reason whatsoever 
and toward only making peace through 
active love or nonviolence, and that was a 
major change in my life. 

I grew up very much Catholic prior to World 
War II and during World War II — the war 
was thought of as totally justified, and we 
were doing the right thing. Well, I would not 

have that conviction any longer. War is 
never justified. 

We have to find nonviolent ways to resist 
violence, and that's possible, but it takes a 
commitment, it takes training, and it takes a 
strong conviction that the way of love is the 
only way to bring peace. 

 
Catholic Bishop Thomas Gumbleton, auxiliary 
bishop of Detroit, addresses several hundred 
anti-war activists at Central United Methodist 
Church March 18, 2005, in Detroit. The 
gathering was held to mark the second 
anniversary of the U.S. invasion of Iraq. The 
United States launched war in Iraq March 20, 
2003, with a pre-dawn strike on Baghdad. 
(CNS/Jim West) 
 
Why is it important to celebrate this 50th 
anniversary? 

It's important because, as I've mentioned, 
violence seems to be out of control in this 
country. 

Pax Christi can help bring a much more 
profound awareness that violence is not 
justified and that we have to try to find ways 
to bring about peace without violence. 

Pope Francis is leading in this. In fact, he's 
come closer to almost making the Catholic 
Church a peace church than we've ever seen. 
Pax Christi right now has a major 
opportunity. If we can strengthen the 
movement and begin to spread and develop 
membership throughout our country, we 
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have an opportunity to have a very positive, 
transforming influence on what is 
happening, and we could work against the 
violence that's going on within the country 
and certainly work against the violence of 
war. 

What are your hopes for Pax Christi's 
racial justice work? 

Racism is a form of violence, and so I hope 
we strengthen our efforts in that specific 
area of violence because racism is still a 
form of violence that is very present in our 
country. 

The whole Black Lives Matter movement, I 
think, is a positive way of working against 
racism, and we need to act on that very 
strongly. I'm hoping that Pax Christi will 
continue its work on anti-racism with a lot 
of fervor and energy. 

What are your hopes for the next 50 years 
of Pax Christi?  

My hope is that we could spread the 
teaching of Jesus that, as Fr. Richard 
McSorley, a Jesuit who was very strong in 
the peace movement, said: "If Jesus did not 
reject violence for any reason whatsoever, 
we know nothing about Jesus." 

In other words, he's saying that Jesus 
rejected violence and there's no softening of 
that teaching or letting it be weakened in any 
way. He rejected it! And as Christians, we 
must do the same thing. My hope is that Pax 
Christi will be ever more effective in 
bringing about that kind of conviction within 
the heart and mind of every Catholic in this 
country, every Christian, and eventually, 
that our influence would shape our national 
policies that would reject violence and only 
develop nonviolent resistance to violence on 
every level. 

 
Aleja Hertzler-McCain 
Aleja Hertzler-McCain is NCR's Bertelsen 
Editorial Fellow, based in Mount Rainer, 
Maryland. 
 

Pope Francis' apology 
to Indigenous 

Canadians opened 
door to reconciliation 

2 August 2022 
by Kevin P. Considine 

  

 
Pope Francis and Chief Wilton Littlechild say 
farewell July 29 in Iqaluit, Nunavut, as the pope 
prepares to return to the Vatican after a six-day 
visit to Canada. Littlechild, a 78-year-old 
lawyer, survivor of abuse in a residential school 
and former grand chief of the Confederacy of 
Treaty Six First Nations, had lobbied hard for 
the pope to visit Canada and apologize to 
residential school survivors. (CNS 
photo/Vatican Media) 
 
"I was an angry man most of my life 
because society didn't understand us 
survivors... When you are abused that is all 
you think about. You think about it over and 
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over again. Forgiveness is not about 
rewarding a perpetrator." 

Amen to that. These words come from a 
survivor of a Canadian residential school. 
They were recorded by Miles Morrisseau, a 
citizen of the Métis Nation, and special 
correspondent for ICT (formerly Indian 
Country Today). And this is part of what 
Pope Francis tried to demonstrate in his 
penitential journey to Canada: 
Reconciliation is not a "get out of jail free" 
card. Reconciliation is a challenging, 
painful, messy and unpredictable journey. 

Francis has heard the call for reconciliation. 
The pontiff set an example for all Christians, 
Catholic and otherwise, in his journey of 
penance for the sins of many of our spiritual 
ancestors, who were taught that discipleship 
and colonizing were compatible. 

It is exceedingly rare that the leader of any 
large institution, let alone the largest 
transnational institution in the world, 
attempts to answer a call to reconciliation 
initiated by the survivors of a horrible evil 
perpetrated by that very institution. 

Rarer still, is a religious leader who then 
freely responds to those calls with an 
authentic journey of contrition that includes 
truth-telling, accepting guilt, and begging 
pardon at places of significance for 
survivors and the vanquished for horrifying 
sins that previous generations carried out in 
God's name. The same sins — cultural 
genocide, dismantling of families, abuse of 
youth — whose effects upon the sinned-
against have generated centuries of 
intergenerational trauma within First 
Nations, Innuit and Métis peoples. 
 
Reconciliation is more a spirituality than a 
strategy whose effects can be quantified. 
Reconciliation is God's work in which we 

are called to participate. 

For those of us who watched the pope's trip 
from a distance, it is alright to be skeptical. 
We have seen halfhearted attempts at 
reconciliation from many bishops in the 
wake of the clergy sexual abuse scandal. For 
those of us watching from a distance, then, 
how do we know that the pope's is an 
authentic attempt at reconciliation? How do 
we know he is not just participating in 
damage control or "brand management"? 
Robert J. Schreiter, a Missionary of the 
Precious Blood, theologian, and peacemaker 
of blessed memory, delineated five 
distinctive characteristics of reconciliation 
from the Christian tradition. When these five 
are present in some way, it may be 
interpreted as an authentically Christlike 
attempt to walk the path of reconciliation 

First, reconciliation is the work of God in 
which we are called to participate. God is 
the author and mover, and ministers of 
reconciliation seek to harmonize with how 
God's Spirit moves. In his remarkable July 
25 address at Maskwacis, Francis invoked 
God's assistance, forgiveness and asked for 
prayers for the journey. The next day he 
deepened this resolve to this truth in his 
remarks at the pilgrimage site, Lac Ste. 
Anne (the sacred place the Dakota call Waka 
Mne, or "Holy Water," and the Cree 
call Manitou Sakahigan, or Spirit Lake). 

Second, reconciliation begins with the 
victims. Perpetrators are unlikely to ever 
seek true reconciliation because they hold 
the power and greatly fear what they may 
lose. Therefore, God begins with the healing 
of victims, the restoration of their violated 
humanity, and their empowerment to 
envision and create a different world. They 
have power and agency in the process. 
Francis accepted the invitation from 
representatives of First Nations, Innuit and 
Métis peoples to Canada and we see God 
has begun with the victims. 
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Pope Francis visits the lake as he participates in 
the pilgrimage and Liturgy of the Word in Lac 
Ste. Anne, Alberta, July 26. The visit came 
during his weeklong trip to Canada. (CNS/Paul 
Haring) 
 
Third, God molds a new creation out of 
victims and wrongdoers. The past cannot be 
changed and it must not be forgotten. 
Through the movement of God's Spirit, 
victims learn to remember in a different 
way, one in which the domination of the 
wrongdoer's violence no longer controls 
their lives. They become a survivor with 
fresh scars rather than a victim with a mortal 
wound. Their relationship with the 
wrongdoer is transformed. 

Fourth, this process of reconciliation finds 
its narrative home in the Paschal Mystery—
the life, death and resurrection of Jesus. 
Survivors learn to unite their own pain and 
suffering with that of the tortured, crucified 
Jesus, follow his descent into hell and into 
all that is not God, and rely upon God's 
Spirit to bring about a kind of resurrection. 
The victim's story becomes part of God's 
story in Jesus' Passion. This integration of 
victims' and survivors' "small stories" into 
God's own story often precipitates the 
healing of memories and a new 
meaningfulness that arises out of the 
traumatic experiences that can lead to a new 
commission in life. This is not something 
that we can observe from afar. 

Fifth, reconciliation will always be 
fragmentary and unfinished until God is "all 
in all" at the end of all things. It is a process 
and spirituality more than a well-managed 
plan or strategy. It has real results and 
healing indeed does occur. But the scars of 
survivors, like the wounds of the Risen 
Christ, are indelible. They do not disappear, 
they are not forgotten, but they can be 
transformed into healing wounds even 
though they may be unintentionally 
reopened at times by a known or unknown 
trigger or cause. A survivor is a reconciled 
person who has made progress in the healing 
process and in doing so often receives a 
commission to assist in the healing of others. 

The orientation to the future is important 
because there is no returning to the status 
quo ante before the harm was inflicted. 
Colonialism, attempted cultural genocide 
and the specific evils of the boarding 
schools are facts of history. Time cannot be 
turned backwards to undo the sins of the 
past. 

 
An older woman arrives for Pope Francis' 
meeting with young people and elders outside 
the primary school in Iqaluit in the Canadian 
territory of Nunavut July 29. The pope made the 
weeklong trip, which he called a penitential 
pilgrimage, to meet with Indigenous peoples and 
apologize for the church's role in residential 
boarding schools and cultural genocide. 
(CNS/Paul Haring) 
 
Again, reconciliation is an uncertain process 
with no preordained outcome. Just like 



Jesus' ministry seemingly ended in failure at 
his execution, so too can reconciliation, even 
when authentically undertaken, be seen as a 
failure. After all, the victims, survivors and 
carriers of the trauma are not monolithic. 
Responses to the pope's initial apology on 
July 25 were as varied as the peoples who 
were harmed. 

Morisseau's reporting in ICT offered a 
variety of responses. For some leaders, like 
Wilton Littlechild, Cree chief and former 
grand chief of the Confederacy of the Treaty 
First Six Nations, who is himself a survivor 
of residential schools and who heard the 
testimony of hundreds of survivors while 
serving as a member of Canada's Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission, the pope's 
apology on Canadian soil was important, 
necessary and could open the door to real 
healing for countless First Nations, Innuit 
and Métis peoples. 

For other leaders, like Assembly of First 
Nations National Chief RoseAnne 
Archibald, it was a welcome start but 
insufficient. The pope did not renounce the 
15th-century Doctrine of Discovery, which 
gave the Catholic theological justification 
for colonial violence, and the apology 
seemed vague. She observed: "I know that 
this today is about forgiveness for some 
people and there are people have come with 
that love and forgiveness in their arms, and 
there are other people who just don't feel 
like we quite got there today. I'm one of 
those people." 

Many others had different reactions. Chief 
Rosanne Casimir of Tk'emlúps te 
Secwépemc, previously known as the 
Kamloops Indian Band, observed: "coming 
back here, and having a more lengthy, 
meaningful apology, was definitely 
something that really resonated, because he 
elaborated on colonialism. He talked about 

absolute regret and remorse and some 
meaningful steps moving forward." 

Finally, Morisseau wrote: "Sandi Harper, of 
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, who attended the 
papal event in honor of her late mother, a 
former residential school student, said 
healing will take time. Some Indigenous 
people are not yet ready for reconciliation. 
'It's something that is needed, not only for 
people to hear but for the church to be 
accountable,' she said. 'We just need to give 
people the time to heal. It's going to take a 
long time.'" 

In the aftermath of great evil, there is no 
"one size fits all" remedy. Reactions from 
victims, survivors, their families and their 
peoples were and will continue to vary. This 
is why Schreiter's work is useful here. The 
outcome will be God's ongoing work and 
will remain ambiguous for many, especially 
outsiders observing the process. Clarity is 
not a guarantee because reconciliation is 
more a spirituality than a strategy whose 
effects can be quantified. Reconciliation is 
God's work in which we are called to 
participate. 

A Christian understanding of reconciliation 
encompasses the victims, their families, 
communities and webs of relationships. It 
then eventually extends to wrongdoers, 
accomplices, bystanders and the whole of 
creation and subsequent generations. For 
Christians, the painstaking and uncertain 
process is crystallized in narrative in the 
paschal mystery — the life, death and 
resurrection of Jesus. 

With this in mind, Francis' penitential 
pilgrimage is a wonder. The promise of 
reconciliation is vast and precarious. So, let 
us keep everyone in prayer. And may 
Francis follow God's Spirit so that healing 
may occur and the journey indeed bear fruit. 
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$100 bills in U.S. currency are seen in this 
photo. (CNS photo/Lee Jae-Won, Reuters) 
 
WASHINGTON — Before Voice of the 
Faithful prepared a report on diocesan 
finance councils, it gave dioceses a heads-up 
that it would be working on such a report 
and what it would be looking for when it 
visited the dioceses' websites. 

The Massachusetts-based organization sent 
letters to diocesan bishops and chief 

financial officers of the 176 U.S. Latin-rite 
dioceses. 

Despite the advance notice, only 18 of the 
176 dioceses got a grade of 60% or better -- 
what the Voice of the Faithful considered a 
passing grade when it released the report 
July 13. 

The paper on diocesan finance councils was 
the fifth diocesan fiscal transparency report 
assembled by Voice of the Faithful, which 
was established in the wake of the clergy 
sexual abuse scandal that engulfed the 
Archdiocese of Boston in 2002. 

Voice of the Faithful' said the low scores 
give credence its contention that, had 
dioceses followed Canon 1277 of the Code 
of Canon Law with regard to obtaining 
"consent" from their finance councils for 
"extraordinary" payments to clergy abuse 
survivors, the "scandal and sin and sickness 
of abuse of children would most probably 
not have persisted as long as it has," the 
report said. 

"Lay involvement would have benefited 
financial transparency," it said, "and bishops 
would have been able to avoid being 
criticized for covering up the scandal with 
secret payments to survivors." 

"We are very focused on diocesan finance 
councils because by canon law, it is one area 
where laymen of the dioceses actually have 
some voice in the serious decisions made," 
Margaret Roylance, Voice of the Faithful's 
vice president, told Catholic News Service 
in a July 25 phone interview. 

"So many of the dioceses, even the ones that 
are doing good on financial transparency, 
have no mention of the diocesan financial 
council," Roylance said. "It's another issue 
of transparency, but transparency of 
governance." 
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The diocesan financial council, or DFC, she 
added, "can be considered a board of 
directors or the diocese." 

Two Voice of the Faithful reviewers spent 
three months from last October through last 
January inspecting the diocesan websites 
using a 10-question worksheet. Seven of the 
questions referenced canon law directly: In 
addition to Canon 1277, Canons 492, 493, 
494 and 1287 were referenced in the 
worksheet, as was the U.S. Conference of 
Catholic Bishops' publication "Diocesan 
Financial Management: A Guide to Best 
Practices." 

"Canon law requires that they (DFC 
members) have expertise in finance and that 
kind of thing," Roylance said. "Generally, 
clerical members -- a parish priest, etc. -- 
they don't have that kind of financial 
background. So when they post the 
information about members of the diocesan 
finance councils, you can see if they're 
posting in a transparent way." 

The top five highest scoring dioceses and 
archdioceses in the report were: Diocese of 
Memphis, Tennessee, 95%; Archdiocese of 
Kansas City, Kansas, 92%; Diocese of 
Scranton, Pennsylvania, 83%; the 
Archdiocese of Atlanta, 80%; and the 
Diocese of Cheyenne, Wyoming, 80%. 

The two lowest scoring dioceses were 
Crookston, Minnesota, and Altoona-
Johnstown, Pennsylvania, which each scored 
zero. Thirty dioceses scored 7% and another 
26 scored 10%. 

Representatives from the pair of zero-
scoring dioceses said they aim to do better. 

"We're well aware" of the Voice of the 
Faithful report, said Janelle Gergen, 
chancellor of the Crookston Diocese, as well 
as "what the criticisms are, and we are all 

hoping to take a look at all of that in 
changing our reporting procedures." 

Gergen added, "I'm sure you're all aware of 
what's happened in the diocese over the past 
few years," referring to the resignation last 
year of Bishop Michael J. Hoeppner 
following a 20-month investigation over 
accusations that he had mishandled clergy 
sex abuse claims. The new bishop, Andrew 
H. Cozzens, was an auxiliary bishop in the 
Archdiocese of St. Paul and Minneapolis, 
which "scored a 60 out of 100," in the 
report, she noted. 

"Lay involvement on the finance council is 
really important to Bishop Cozzens and he 
increased lay involvement on the diocesan 
finance council," Gergen said. 

"For the past year, our diocesan finance 
office -- in conjunction with the bishop 
(Mark L. Bartchak, installed last year), the 
diocesan finance council, and an outside 
accounting firm -- has been undergoing an 
extensive review of all financial activity and 
an evaluation of the future reporting 
structure," said Tony DeGol, Altoona-
Johnstown diocesan communications 
secretary, in a July 28 statement emailed to 
CNS. 

"The finance office plans to roll out that new 
reporting structure in the near future," 
DeGol added. "The goal of our diocesan 
finance office is to provide 100% 
transparency of all financial activity that 
happens within our diocese and to make 
information available in a format that is 
understandable for everyone." 

Voice of the Faithful's worksheet inquired 
whether a diocese's website had a workable 
internet search function; if contact 
information for the DFC members was 
posted; the availability of current 
information about DFC members on the 



website; terms of service for DFC members; 
the nature of DFC membership; whether 
agendas or highlights of DFC meetings were 
posted; if posted meeting information 
indicated the bishop or his representative 
attends the meetings; whether the DFC was 
responsible for the preparation of the 
diocesan budget; and if there was a diocesan 
financial review at the end of the year. 

It also asked whether "acts of extraordinary 
administration" were undertaken. Code 1277 
of the Code of Canon Law defines these as 
acceptance of onerous gifts, long-term loans; 
guarantees given for loans taken out by third 
parties; entering into contracts of purchasing 
or selling; and the acquisition of real estate 
whose value in each case exceeds 1 million 
Swiss francs (about $1.05 million at current 
exchange rates). 

Eight of the questions were worth 10 points 
each. The question on the nature of DFC 
membership was worth 15 points; the 
question on whether the bishop or his 
representative attended the meeting was 
worth five points. 

The worst average scores were recorded for 
contact information for DFC members, and 
whether agendas or highlights from DFC 
meetings were posted on the diocese's 
website. Each of these averaged a score of 
less than 1.0 across the 176 websites 
searched. 

The highest average score was for whether 
the website had a workable search function, 
with dioceses averaging 9.0 out of a possible 
10. 

"Our assumption is that the website is the 
public face of the diocese," Voice of the 
Faithful's Roylance said. "If leadership of 
the diocese wants information to be 
available to their members, public, it'll be on 
the website. Each reviewer goes through 

each website to ID whether the information 
is there or not." 

Although so many dioceses' scores are 
weak, Voice of the Faithful is not playing a 
game of gotcha, according to Roylance. 

"This is the first time we've done the 
diocesan financial council. We'll have to see 
how their response plays out, but I have 
every hope that they'll understand that we're 
trying to help," he said. "We're trying to 
advance the good of the church by doing 
this." 

When Voice of the Faithful started 
critiquing diocesan financial transparency, 
"I'm not sure they knew what to make of 
us," Roylance told CNS. "Our goal has 
always been to enhance transparency." 

Donors and potential donors, too, want to 
make sure their money is well spent, she 
added. 

There is a benefit, though, to all of the 
reporting and scoring. 

"We are independent. If we review their 
website and say they get 100% in 
transparency, the diocese can go to their 
members and say, 'We got a 100% high 
score.' They've become much more 
receptive and understand that we're trying to 
help the church," Roylance said, adding that 
despite the low scores in 2022, they're 
actually improved from Voice of the 
Faithful's first examination of diocesan 
financial transparency. 

 

  

 



Kentucky's Bishop 
Stowe describes 'fear 

and panic' amid 
historic flooding 

3 August 2022 
by Katie Collins Scott 

  

 
A Kentucky National Guard flight crew from 
2/147th Bravo Company flies over a flooded 
area in response to a declared state of emergency 
July 29 in eastern Kentucky. (CNS/Sgt. Jesse 
Elbouab, U.S. Army National Guard via 
Reuters) 
 
As residents of Kentucky endure historic 
flooding and face a rising death toll — 
which includes four siblings ages 2 to 8 
years old — Bishop John Stowe of 
Lexington is working to assess the damage, 
ramp up assistance and listen attentively to 
those affected. 

"There is fear and panic; people are trying to 
figure out where we go from here," Stowe 
told NCR Aug. 1. 

The last week of July, 8 to 10 inches of rain 
fell in a mere 48 hours in southern West 
Virginia, western Virginia and eastern 
Kentucky, where creeks and rivers swelled 
and overflowed. Mudslides in Kentucky 
reportedly left some people stranded; 
bridges were destroyed and houses pulled 

off their foundations. Roads and electricity 
were disabled, and thousands of 
Kentuckians have been displaced. 

On Aug. 1, while the region sustained 
additional rainstorms and bodies were 
recovered from the drenched landscape, 
Kentucky Gov. Andy Beshear updated 
the total deaths to 37. Hundreds of 
people remain unaccounted for. "Let us pray 
for these families and come together to wrap 
our arms around our fellow 
Kentuckians," Beshear said on Twitter.  

All counties affected by the floodwaters are 
in the Lexington Diocese, and 15 parishes 
are in the area. As of Monday, Stowe knew 
of at least two parishioners who lost their 
homes. 

 
Bishop John Stowe of Lexington, Kentucky, 
listens to a speaker during the fall general 
assembly of the U.S. Conference of Catholic 
Bishops in Baltimore Nov. 12, 2019. (CNS/Bob 
Roller) 
 
Though only around 1% of eastern 
Kentucky is Catholic, the flooding hit those 
served by church ministries hard, said 
Stowe. 

Eastern Kentucky, which includes a stretch 
of the Appalachian Mountains, is one of the 
poorest regions in the United States; 
throughout Lexington nearly 1 in 5 
residents live below the poverty level. 
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"All our churches have a social dimension to 
their ministry — food pantries, secondhand 
stores — and help people who live in dire 
poverty day in and day out," said Stowe. "To 
see this devastation is terrible." 

Phone service has been spotty the past 
several days, but the bishop has been 
speaking with parish life directors and 
personnel. "There was more rain last night 
and today, so rivers they thought were 
receding might be rising again," he said. 
"There's also the possibly of flash flooding." 

Last year rainstorms ravaged Beattyville, 
Kentucky, flooding a church and destroying 
a rectory. "They are still rebuilding, and now 
the new floodwaters are a foot away," said 
Stowe. 

The bishop praised Beshear for swiftly 
declaring a state of emergency and said local 
mayors quickly opened shelters and schools 
for the displaced. President Joe Biden on 
July 29 declared a major disaster exists in 
the state and offered federal aid to 
supplement state and local efforts. 

Stowe said he still determining all the ways 
he can support people, but he's currently 
focused on relief and recovery. 
"Participating with relief efforts is the best 
way we can minister to people right now," 
he said. Parishes that are able will be 
helping with their social outreach, likely 
offering food and water. St. Vincent de Paul 
and Catholic Charities of Lexington plan to 
assist, as does Catholic Charities USA. 

The bishop said it's important to listen to 
people and to partner with them. "Those in 
Appalachia are used to people coming in 
from the outside and telling them what they 
need," said Stowe. "We need to walk with 
them, listen to them and hear what they 
need." 

 
Raging floodwaters are seen in July 28 Hazard, 
Kentucky. Torrential rains fell late July 27 and 
into the next day in southeastern Kentucky, 
causing massive flooding that destroyed 
hundreds of homes and wiped out entire 
communities. Search and rescue teams, with the 
help of the National Guard, began searching for 
missing people July 29. (CNS/Diocese of 
Lexington/Edward Bauer) 
 
Stowe is grateful for the prayers sent from 
across the country and said a few parishes in 
the Lexington Diocese held a moment of 
silence before Mass last weekend. "They lit 
candles and offered prayers for those who 
have died and those still missing," he said. 

The path forward, added Stowe, was in part 
illustrated by the Sunday, July 31, Gospel — 
a parable about a rich man who thought he 
needed to build a bigger barn to hold his 
abundant harvest. God reprimands him, 
saying: "The things you have prepared, to 
whom will they belong?" 

Jesus then explains: "Thus will it be for all 
who store up treasure for themselves but are 
not rich in what matters to God" (Luke 
12:13-21). 

The eastern Kentucky community will store 
up the treasure that matters most, said 
Stowe, "by helping one another through this 
and by providing relief and assistance 
wherever we are able." 
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Pope Francis is right. 
The Catholic Church 
can't go backwards. 

3 August 2022 
by Michael Sean Winters 

  

 
Pope Francis leads vespers with bishops, priests, 
deacons, consecrated persons, seminarians and 
pastoral workers in the Cathedral of Notre Dame 
in Quebec July 28. "How are we doing when it 
comes to joy?" the pope asked during vespers. 
"Does our Church express the joy of the Gospel? 
Is there a faith in our communities that can 
attract by the joy it communicates?" (CNS/Paul 
Haring) 
 
During his press conference on the plane 
returning to Rome from Canada, Pope 
Francis made a remark about so-called 
traditionalists that rankled some 
conservative Catholics and confused others. 
"A church that does not develop its thinking 

in an ecclesial way is a church that goes 
backward," the pope said. "That is the 
problem of many today who claim to be 
traditionalists. They are not traditionalists, 
they are 'backwardists.' Tradition is the root 
of inspiration in order to go forward in the 
church." 

The operative word here, of course, is not 
"traditionalists" or "backwardist," although 
the latter is expressive and accurate. The key 
word is "ecclesial." And unlocking what the 
pope means can be found in the text of the 
talk Francis gave at vespers at the Cathedral 
Basilica of Notre Dame in Quebec. There he 
gave the kind of Christocentric 
ecclesiological vision that the Second 
Vatican Council made normative. 

Recalling his programmatic 2013 apostolic 
exhortation, Evangelii Gaudium, the pope 
said, "That is also true of Christian joy: it is 
a free gift, the certainty of knowing that we 
are loved, sustained and embraced by Christ 
in every situation in life.  Because he is the 
one who frees us from selfishness and sin, 
from the sadness of solitude, from inner 
emptiness and fear, and gives us a new look 
at life and history: 'With Christ joy is 
constantly born anew' (EG, 1)." 

Then, in his classically blunt style, the Holy 
Father asked, "So let us ask ourselves a 
question: How are we doing when it comes 
to joy? Does our Church express the joy of 
the Gospel? Is there a faith in our 
communities that can attract by the joy it 
communicates?" 
 

The church moves forward in time by 
renewing itself from the wellsprings of its 
traditions and by attentiveness to the spirit 

of Jesus Christ in our midst. Full stop. 
 

The pope acknowledged that one of the 
things that "threatens the joy of faith" in our 
time is secularization, a forgetfulness of 
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God. "God seems to have disappeared from 
the horizon, and his word no longer seems a 
compass guiding our lives, our basic 
decisions, our human and social 
relationships," the pope said. There is no 
denying the truth of his observation: 
Secularization has changed the cultural 
landscape within which the church pursues 
her mission. It is what to make of this fact, 
and how to respond to it, where the 
differences between the "backwardist" view 
and what Francis designates as the 
"discerning" view emerge. 

The first stance adopts a defensive posture. 
It thinks of faith "as a kind of 'armor', 
defending us against the world," he said. 
"This view bitterly complains that 'the world 
is evil; sin reigns', and thus risks clothing 
itself in a 'crusading spirit'." If we 
uncritically adopt this negative response to 
the ambient culture, "we will end up 
denying the incarnation: we will flee from 
reality, rather than making it incarnate in us. 
We will close in on ourselves, lament our 
losses, constantly complain and fall into 
gloom and pessimism, which never come 
from God." 

If you want a recent example of this 
worldview, proof positive that the Holy 
Father is not exaggerating in the least, check 
out Raymond Arroyo's "The World Over" 
show on EWTN, which featured a 
segment with Catholic University theologian 
Chad Pecknold and Peter Kwasniewski of 
the St. Paul Center in Steubenville, Ohio. 
(The segment begins at 14:35 in the video.) 
The dialogue displays that "closed-in" 
quality, full of lamentation, complaint, 
gloom and pessimism. 

 
Pope Francis answers questions from journalists 
aboard his flight from Iqaluit, in the Canadian 
territory of Nunavut, to Rome July 29. "A 
church that does not develop its thinking in an 
ecclesial way is a church that goes backward," 
the pope said during the flight. (CNS/Paul 
Haring) 
 
What is more, they invoke tradition the way 
some fundamentalists invoke inerrancy. 
Years ago, when I was beginning research 
for what became my second book, God's 
Right Hand: How Jerry Falwell Made God 
a Republican and Baptized the American 
Right, the thing that surprised me every time 
I encountered it was the fact that 
fundamentalists seemed blithely unaware 
that their literal interpretation of the Bible 
was actually somewhat novel, even modern. 
When you pointed out in conversation the 
different ways the church fathers interpreted 
Scripture, they were thoroughly 
unperturbed. 

The Holy Father offers a different approach, 
the path of discernment. Explicitly relying 
on Pope Paul VI's important post-synodal 
exhortation Evangelii Nuntiandi, Francis 
argues that secularization is a legitimate 
independence from ecclesial jurisdiction, 
and distinguishes it from secularism, which 
is an aggressive ideology. He writes: 

Saint Paul VI distinguished secularization 
from secularism, a concept of life that totally 
separates a link with the Creator, so that 
God becomes "superfluous and an 
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encumbrance", and generates subtle and 
diverse "new forms of atheism": "consumer 
society, the pursuit of pleasure set up as the 
supreme value, a desire for power and 
domination, and discrimination of every 
kind" (ibid).  As Church, and above all as 
shepherds of God's People, as consecrated 
men and women, seminarians and pastoral 
workers, it is up to us to make these 
distinctions, to make this discernment.  If we 
yield to the negative view and judge matters 
superficially, we risk sending the wrong 
message, as though the criticism of 
secularization masks on our part the 
nostalgia for a sacralized world, a bygone 
society in which the Church and her 
ministers had greater power and social 
relevance. 

It is vital to note that Paul — and Pope John 
Paul II and Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI 
too! — saw what so many American 
Catholic conservatives refuse to see: the link 
between consumer society, pleasure, power, 
discrimination and secularism. Secularism 
only seems to bother conservative Catholics 
when it seeks to impose more liberal sexual 
norms on society. And, to be sure, liberal 
Catholics need to rethink the way they too 
easily accept secularized, even libertarian, 
attitudes in discussions about sexual ethics, 
as the post-Dobbs discussion has sadly 
demonstrated. 

Francis proposes a different approach. 
"Secularization represents a challenge for 
our pastoral imagination, it is 'an occasion 
for restructuring the spiritual life in new 
forms and for new ways of existing'," he 
said, quoting Charles Taylor's 2007 book A 
Secular Age. The pope suggested that the 
church meet this challenge with joy not 
gloom, with witness not words: "The Gospel 
needs to be proclaimed if we are to 
communicate the joy of faith to today's men 
and women. Yet this proclamation is not 
primarily a matter of words, but of a witness 

abounding with gratuitous love, for that is 
God's way with us.  A proclamation that 
should take shape in a personal and ecclesial 
lifestyle that can rekindle a desire for the 
Lord, instill hope and radiate trust and 
credibility." 

The church moves forward in time by 
renewing itself from the wellsprings of its 
traditions and by attentiveness to the spirit 
of Jesus Christ in our midst. Full stop. The 
key to understanding the ongoing reception 
of Vatican II lies here precisely: There is no 
renewal of the life of the church without a 
return to the sources, a ressourcement. 
But ressourcement is not an end in itself. 
The tradition is not a keepsake on the mantle 
gathering dust. Jesus Christ may be "the 
same, yesterday, today and forever" but we 
are not, and so each generation of Christians 
needs to build on its ecclesial inheritance 
and preach the Gospel anew. "No one 
pours new wine into old wineskins" (Lk 
5:37). 

Francis' remarkable talk to the bishops, 
clergy and religious in Quebec was not only 
an invitation to the church in Canada to 
renew itself, but an invitation to the 
universal church. Jesus Christ is the wine 
that is always new. It is up to us to find new 
wineskins, and we will never find them by 
going backwards. 
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