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Parish Newsletter 
For 
7 August 2022 
 

 
THE 19TH SUNDAY IN 
SUMMER’S ORDINARY TIME 
 
From Father Robert – Reflecting On The 
Gospel 
The sayings and parables of today’s gospel 
are stitched together with the themes of 
vigilance, preparedness, and faithfulness.  
Christians are to be “girded,” ready for 
action.  The biblical memory behind the 
parable’s action is the Passover from Egypt 
when the Hebrews had to be girded, clothed, 
and belted up suitably so they would be 
ready to escape into freedom.  The early 
church lived in expectation of Jesus’ return 
during the great Easter night, yet unfolding 
history showed that the watch for the 
Parousia would be long. 
 
In the first parable, addressed to disciples in 
general, the faithful servants are eagerly 
awaiting their master’s return from a 
wedding banquet, a favorite biblical image 
of the end time.  This Lectionary selection 
may seem more appropriate in Advent, but 
the positioning of it in the middle of Luke’s 
gospel and halfway through the journey to 
Jerusalem reminds us to be alert at all times 
so we may recognize the Lord when He 
comes.  He comes in those we meet, in the 

circumstances of our daily lives, and in the 
signs fo our times.  In a very real sense, 
every hour is an hour of the Lord’s coming 
and knocking and our response to this will 
either prepare for or hinder its final 
fulfillment. 
 
For those who open the doors of their heart 
to Jesus, the parable has a dramatic reversal 
of roles:  the Master will be our “God-in-an-
apron” Who serves His watchful servants.  
The hospitality of God, incarnate in Jesus, 
serves us at every eucharistic table.  At each 
Eucharist, too, we have some form of the 
“anamnesis,” the “not-forgetting” prayer 
that recalls the death and resurrection of 
Jesus and the need to “look forward to His 
second coming.”  It is a reminder as well 
that one Eucharist will be our last, that our 
life and world history will both end.  Then 
we will go to meet the ascended and risen 
One Who stands in the heavens waiting for 
and waiting on those who have lived a 
lifestyle of ready welcome to Him, 
especially as He comes to us in the poor and 
marginalized.  The Lord’s arrival will be as 
unexpected as a night thief, and the 
Eucharist is the sacrament of vigilant hope 
that nourishes and strengthens us for such 
eager service. 
 
Whereas the first part of the gospel was 
lovingly addressed to the whole Christian 
community, Jesus’ “little flock,” the second 
parable is told in response to Peter’s 
question and is more specifically directed at 
the leaders of that flock.  Jesus has gifted 
them with a share of His authority over the 
household of God’s people, but they still 
remain servants of the Master.  A leader’s 
authority, therefore, is an authority of 
service.  If a steward becomes drunk with 
power and status, physically or 
psychologically abusing the members of the 
household, he will earn the Master’s great 
displeasure at his return.  The church’s 
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leaders are not exempt from the demands of 
discipleship. 
 
As Augustine told his people, “For you I am 
a bishop; with you I am a Christian” – and a 
Christian of whom even more will be 
expected because of the gifts that are 
entrusted to a leader.  This gospel throws 
into tragic relief the shadows cast over the 
church by the sexual abuse, financial 
misappropriation, or lavish lifestyles of 
some of our bishops.   The word “punish,” 
which is translated in some lectionaries a 
“cut off” literally means “to cut in two” and, 
in the context of the parable, is as fittingly 
ironic and symbolic statement about the fate 
of one who lives a “divided” life. 
 

 
Questions for Further Reflection  
Think about your long-term goals and how 
you are preparing for them.  Are you more 
excited for retirement or salvation? 
 
Jesus refers to his disciples as “little flock.”  
Is there a term of endearment you use with 
children, or you remember your parents or 
grandparents used for you?  How does suing 
a diminutive form invite tenderness? 
 
What is your treasure?  Where do you keep 
it? 
 
What do you do to “light your lamps” in 
preparation for the coming of the Lord? 

 
About Liturgy:  Anamnesis – Looking 
Back, Looking Ahead 
The Lectionary, for the second reading 
today, provides this reading summary: 
“Abraham was looking forward to the city 
whose architect and maker is God.”  This, 
too, is what our liturgy does, more 
apparently when it is done well.  The liturgy, 
principally the eucharistic prayer, dwells in 
anamnesis, a remembrance of the events of 
the paschal mystery – suffering, death, 
resurrection, and ascension – in a way that 
makes us present at those saving moments.  
We are brought to the Last Supper, the 
cross, the tomb as we pray together, led by 
the presider in the person of Christ the Head.  
There is, simultaneously, a forward looking, 
at least from our perspective, anamnesis to 
the heavenly banquet in what is often called 
“the new Jerusalem.” 
 
From our perspective in time, chronos, we 
are both looking back and looking forward 
from the particular moment of time we are at 
and celebrating in Eucharist.  Within God’s 
time, Kairos, these are all the same events, 
the same moments, and we are given a 
glimpse into that mystery. 
 
This is just scratching the surface of 
anamnesis.  Next week, we will look more 
deeply at what it is, examine more fully at 
how it functions, and consider other places 
in liturgy we may look for it and pray with 
it. 
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About Liturgical Documents:  Built of 
Living Stones – A Church For an Assembly 
Even the title of this liturgical document 
speaks to the church being first and foremost 
the faithful people; paragraphs 30 and 31 
emphasize this ecclesiology, in that the 
church building must be assembly focused:  
“The general plan of the building should be 
such that ‘in some way it conveys the image 
of the gathered assembly.  It should also 
allow the participants to take the place most 
appropriate to them and assist all to carry 
out their function properly.’ The church 
building fosters participation in the liturgy.  
Because liturgical actions by their nature are 
communal celebrations, they are celebrated 
with the presence and active participation of 
the Christian faithful whenever possible.” 
 
So, then, we have the foundation here of 
how a church building begins to impact the 
execution of worship and the vision of the 
assembly as church.  Consider for a moment 
a cathedral, cruciform in shape, with rows 
and rows of pews on either side of a long 
center aisle that leads to an altar very near 
one wall of the building.  Alongside that 
image, place a more recently constructed 
church, built in the round, perhaps with 
curving pews, and the altar in the center of 
the space.  Which space communicates more 
strongly that the eucharistic celebration is 
sacrifice?  Which one communicates more 
that it is a memorial banquet of 
thanksgiving?  Eucharist is both; it is 
important and necessary that it is.  Which 
space has perhaps a 150’ high ceiling with 

mosaics or frescoes, drawing the 
worshiper’s gaze “toward heaven?”  Which 
has a more simple style, drawing more 
attention to the liturgical furnishings (Altar, 
Ambo, Chair, Font)? 
 
Neither of these sorts of spaces are right or 
wrong.  Yet they are different and speak to 
different modes of participation, which in 
turn must create different sensibilities about 
who church is and what church does. 
 

 
Each week I have the blessing of 
recognizing some of the many volunteers 
who do so much for the parish throughout 
each week. 
 
Thank you to those who clean the sanctuary 
and the bathrooms in preparation for the 
coming weekend:  Al Cosce, Carole Miller, 
Phil Hadsell, Reno & Thelma Benasfre, 
Angela Bueno, Rose Salamanca, Ada 
Nnaji, Mency Osborne, Jean Rogers, and 
Steve Rojek. 
 
To Virginia Noack who vacuums the 
carpets at the entrance to the church each 
day, empties the waste receptacles in the 
restrooms as well as making sure they are 
clean and ready for use. 
 
To Lisa Lombardo who records our 
liturgies and uploads them to our YouTube 
Channel for those who cannot be with us in 
person. 
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To our Parish Office Volunteers:  Alicia 
Perez, Melodye Costanza, Lorraine 
Lohmeier, and Bev Iacona. 
 
To our Parish Security Team:  Don Benson, 
Steve Rojek, Tony Gumina, Dave 
Simpson, Brian McCoy, Tom and Stevie 
Catchings, Jose Perez, and Bill 
Barbanica. 
 
To those who help and assist Estrella Rusk, 
Financial Secretary, with accounting, data 
entry, recording, and banking. 
 
To our Liturgical Ministers:  Ushers, 
Greeters, Lectors, Eucharistic Ministers, 
Altar Servers, Sacristans, Cantors, Altar 
Guild, Adult Acolytes, Art & 
Environment Committee Members, 
Liturgy Committee Members, Funeral 
Coordinators, and Alexandra Hernandez 
and Lori Curiel who launder and iron the 
Sacred Linens. 
 

 
Cemetery Headstone/Grave Marker 
Cleaning 
Our parishioner, Jesse Olson, husband of 
Monica and son-in-law of Frank Russo, 
has retired from UPS as a delivery driver 
and has begun a wonderful business of 
cleaning and restoring cemetery headstones 
and grave markers.  If you have the people 
at Holy Cross Cemetery do it, the cost is 
$250 per marker/headstone.  Jesse will clean 
headstones/markers for $50 each.  For him, 
it isn’t about making money; it is about 
maintaining and caring for the beauty of 
cemetery markers that honor the lives of our 
loved ones.  If you would like Jesse to clean 

your family grave headstones, please give 
him a call at 925-550-6330. 
 

 
Backpack Sunday 
Thank you to all who participated in today’s 
Backpack Sunday, purchasing backpacks, 
filling them with supplies for the children of 
our adopted parochial school of St. Peter 
Martyr, Pittsburg, and making this annual 
outreach so successful.  They will be 
delivered to the school this week. 
 

 
Annual Grand Raffle Launched 
At each liturgy last weekend, the Grand 
Raffle Committee launched this year’s 
Grand Raffle with is Grand Prize of a trip 
for two to Ireland.  Raffle books have been 
mailed out and extra books are available for 
sale to family, friends, and neighbors.  The 
Second Prize is a Cash Prize of $2,000 and 
the Third Prize is a Cash Prize of $1,000.  
Five Bonus Tickets will be given to each 
participant for turning in a book of ten 
tickets throughout the month of August.  If 
every registered parishioner either buys or 
sells even one book of tickets, we will reach 
our goal of $50,000 to support the General 
Operating Account.  This is our biggest fund 
raiser of the year.  Thank you for what you 
will do to support this effort. 
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More information is coming regarding 
Oktoberfest, the Gala Dinner, and the parish 
festival to celebrate our parish feast day of 
St. Ignatius of Antioch.   
 

 
Registration for Faith Formation, OCIA, 
OCIC (formerly RCIA and RCIC), and 
Confirmation continues Monday through 
Friday in the Parish Office, 8:30 am to 
12:30 pm or by appointment.  Faith 
Formation Registration for 2022-2023 ends 
on September 5th, 2022.  
 

 
The Children’s Liturgy of the Word will be 
returning to Sunday Mornings at the 
10:00 a.m. Mass in the fall.  If you would 
love to be a Catechist for the children during 
the homily on Sunday mornings, please 
reach out to me.  
 
It would be wonderful to have 4-5 
Catechists, rotating each week to work with 
the children. That would mean each 
Catechist would work with the children 
every 4-5 weeks. 
  
All materials will be provided each week. If 
you are interested, please contact Shelli 
Daviess at daviesszoo@sbcglobal.net or 
925-778-0768 ext. 305. Thank you. 
 

 
Our Childen Need You! 
Faith Formation Catechists are the heart of 
our faith.  You do not need to be a certified 
catechist to teach.  Please consider sharing 
your faith with a group of children this year. 
In-Person classes begin September 21, 2022. 
All grades are taught one time per week 
from 6:00 p.m. to 7:15 p.m., from 
September 21, 2022 through May 17, 2023. 
 
The prayer of St. Francis says…. “It is in 
giving that we receive.”  Ask any catechist 
and they will assure you that you will get 
more than you give.  St Ignatius of Antioch 
Catholic Church Faith Formation will 
provide catechists with resources and 
training that help people become successful. 
The main goal of a catechist is the growth of 
faith for the children they work with. 
 
If you would like additional information 
about being a catechist for grades 1-8 or for 
our confirmation program for grades 9-12, 
please contact Shelli Daviess, Faith 
Formation Coordinator at 925-778-0768, 
ext. 305 or email me at: 
daviesszoo@sbcglobal.net 
 
Proverbs 22:6, “Train up a child in the way 
he should go; even when he is old he will not 
depart from it.” 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:daviesszoo@sbcglobal.net
mailto:daviesszoo@sbcglobal.net
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The Feast of the Assumption of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary 
This year, the Feast of the Assumption of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary falls on Monday, 
August 15th and as a result, it is not a holy 
day of obligation.  We will observe it with 
the usual Liturgy of the Word and Holy 
Communion that takes place each Monday 
morning at 8:00 a.m.  All who are able and 
would like to celebrate this feast are most 
welcome at the Daily Liturgy. 

 
Our parishioners, Joe and Carol Fanfa, 
have asked me to let our parish community 
know that they are making a custom new 
home on their property available for rent.  It 
includes the following:  Walk in shower; 
laundry with stackable washer/dryer; 
gourmet kitchen with white granite, white 
cabinets, gas stove, dishwasher, microwave, 
refrigerator with freezer on top; large 
stainless steel sink with garbage disposal 
and window above; heat and air plus ceiling 
fans and 2 sun tubs; large pantry; asking 
$2,300 plus $300 per month for utilities and 
garbage.  If you or a family member are 
interested, please call them at 925-234-6763. 
 

 
Justice Corner by Carolyn Krantz, 
Pastoral Associate 
Do you carry a wallet?  Is your Spiritual 
Wallet as big and as fat as the one you carry 
in your purse or in your car?  Today's 
Gospel reminds us that we must live on a 
spiritual plane, not a material one.  “Blessed 
are the servants who prepare for the Master 
to come, who are ready for Him,” who act in 
the mind of Christ. 
 
There is an enigmatic statement at the end of 
the Gospel that always makes me want to go 
“Ouch!”  “Much will be required of the 
person entrusted with much, and still more 
will be demanded of the person entrusted 
with more!”  It makes me want to look over 
my shoulder to see what job, what suffering, 
what holy responsibility the Lord is going to 
give me next.  Will I be ready?  Will I be 
accepting?  My fears well up and often 
prevent me from saying, “OK, Lord, You 
know best.  You are in charge, not me.” 
 
The Epistle gives us further assurance.  “The 
One who made the promise is trustworthy.”  
God prepared a home for Abraham and for 
us.  “Faith is the realization of what is hoped 
for and evidence of things not seen.”  So 
much happens to us that we have no reason 
for.  In faith we go out, not knowing where 
we are going.  This is the hard part.  It's like 
stepping off a cliff with perfect trust that 
God will lift us up.  When a young couple 
gets pregnant, they have no idea how much 
it takes.  They can read, and research, but no 
one can prepare them for the reality.  Or 
when one enters a new job.  We think we 
have an idea of what's entailed, but after a 
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few weeks we ask, “What did I get myself 
into?”  Or when we take on a dying relative.  
We have no idea of the time and energy it 
takes to do a good job with caregiving.   
 
Or when we as a parish plunge into 
becoming the church of the future.  We have 
some clues, but really no idea of how much 
change it will involve, and change demands 
lots of prayer and letting go.  There are 
clues, of course.  We know that we have to 
strive to be one in Christ.  We know that 
change demands looking to the future rather 
than holding on to the past.  It demands 
constant evaluation and a commitment to 
prayer.  But we also know that “The One 
who made the promise is trustworthy.”  The 
Gospel acclamation says, “Stay awake and 
be ready!”  Are we ready as the church of 
St. Ignatius of Antioch? 
 
Think of what our patron saint did on the 
way to martyrdom.  He did not sit in 
depression.  He did not blame others.  He 
wrote some very valid advice to his 
followers.  He used the time for others, and 
to prepare himself to meet Christ, his Lord.  
He provided “money bags for himself that 
did not wear out.”   
 
God has prepared a home for us, a place 
where we know we are loved and that we 
are embraced by Him/Her.  God leads us 
forward day by day, through the sorrows and 
disappointments, to the place where He/She 
wants us.  So let go and trust.  We cannot see 
the results of our labors.  All we can do is 
open our hands in love to the next step.  If 
we have thought it through, if we have 
prayed, if we have sought advice from the 
wise ones in our circle, then, let's GO FOR 
IT!  And be assured that we will attain the 
crown the Father has prepared for us.  We 
are ready because Christ, our Brother, is 
traveling with us and He will lead us home, 
embracing us with love all the way. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 













WE NEED VOLUNTEERS!
A few hours twice a month will keep a senior from going hungry! 
Meals on Wheels Diablo Region needs volunteers to deliver  
grocery bags on the 2nd and 4th Thursday of the month to  
seniors in Antioch and Pittsburg. The Grocery Bag Program,  
a partnership of MOW Diablo Region and the Food Bank of  
Contra Costa and Solano, provides groceries to seniors who  
can cook simple meals but can’t travel to the food bank.

To learn more, contact Casey Claibourne at 925.448.3695 or 
cclaibourne@mowdr.org. To sign up to volunteer, apply online  
at https://www.mowdiabloregion.org/deliver-meals or contact 
Lee Davenport at 925.954.8736 or ldavenport@mowdr.org. 

1300 CIVIC  DRIVE,  WALNUT CREEK,  CA 94596 •  925.937.8311 MOWDIABLOREGION.ORG
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