
1 
 

Parish Newsletter 
For 
14 August 2022 
 

 
THE 20TH SUNDAY IN 
SUMMER’S ORDINARY TIME 
 
From Father Robert – Reflecting On The 
Gospel 
The Jewish heritage of Jesus is full of 
imagery of elusive, purifying fire:  “I AM” 
speaks out of it; the pillar of God’s fiery 
presence leads the Hebrews through the 
desert nights, sparks out on Sinai, burns in 
temple lampstands of pure gold, licks up the 
waters of Carmel, and anoints the lips of 
prophets.  In the fullness of time, the holy 
fire takes flesh in Jesus, the Earth Firelighter 
of this Sunday’s gospel.  Perhaps we are 
never more conscious of this than when we 
gather in the darkness around the Easter fire.  
The leaping flames celebrate the fulfillment 
of Jesus’ strong desire and determination to 
engulf the earth with the fire of His Spirit 
after He has suffered the “baptism by fire” 
of His passion and death. 
 
Those who follow Jesus will not only be 
armed and enlightened by Him; inevitably, 
they will also feel the painful heat of their 
association.  Sadly, some aspects of even the 
most intimate relationships with family and 
friendship may be scorched, or even totally 
destroyed.  Earlier in Luke’s gospel, that 
uncompromising precursor, John the Baptist, 
spoke of a baptism that would be greater 

than his purificatory rite:  a baptism with the 
fire of the Holy Spirit that the Messiah 
would enkindle.  Those whose lives were 
husks, empty of any repentance or 
commitment to the Coming One, would not 
be harvested into the kingdom, but would be 
burned in “unquenchable fire.”  Read in 
context, what John is speaking about so 
strongly are issues of social justice:  sharing 
with the disadvantaged, nonviolence, and 
economic integrity.  From the time He 
announced his mission in the Nazareth 
synagogue, this was also the burning social 
commitment of Jesus. 
 
A fire that was familiar to the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem was the garbage being burned 
regularly in the Valley of Hinnon (Gehenna) 
just outside the city.  But there is another 
and blessed fire that is to be lit from the 
person of Jesus Himself, Who burns with a 
wild love for the world.  This is emphasized 
by the personal repetition:  “I have come,” 
“I wish,” “I must be baptized,” “I have 
come” (a second time), “I tell you.”  For 
Jesus to speak of Himself in the first person 
in the Synoptic Gospels is extremely rare.  It 
is an indication of the urgency that He 
wishes to communicate to His listeners.  The 
adult Jesus Who is speaking was the child 
Whose birth was announced as heralding 
peace but was also recognized by Simeon as 
a source of division.  The two are not 
incompatible.  Jesus’ peace is not a warm, 
fuzzy glow, a comfortable satisfaction with 
the status quo.  Rather, it is a burning 
decisiveness that results from the self-
discovery and discernment Jesus 
experienced in the wilderness – that fierce 
place of temptation and commitment.  Out 
of the wilderness He was driven on mission 
by the power of the Spirit, ready to live, 
suffer, an die for His God and for the 
salvation of the world.   
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This mission has nothing to do with the pax 
Romana (or the pax Americana).  Those 
who follow Jesus share His experience by 
becoming part of it.  It is significant that, in 
this gospel text, Jesus speaks so passionately 
not of extraordinary, dramatic suffering but 
of the intimate, painful divisions and 
misunderstanding that the choice of 
discipleship can cause in families.  A close 
and faithful relationship to Jesus will 
influence all our other relationships in terms 
of values and priorities. 
 

 
Questions for Further Reflection, 
Meditation, and Sharing 
Is there an issue that you get “fire up” 
about?  Maybe it’s a political issue, or a 
sports team, or a hobby.  Why are you 
passionate about it?  Is this issue tied to your 
faith?  If not, is there a situation in which 
you might feel this same passion about your 
faith? 
 
Has there ever been a point in your life 
when you were so hyper-focused on a task 
that making space for the Lord felt like an 
imposition?  Why do you think you felt like 
this? 
 
Have you ever been in a situation that felt 
like a “pit of destruction,” in which you 
could not move forward or escape?  How 
did you move through it?  Was God present 
in this work?  Is it ongoing? 
 
How do you treat the Jeremiahs in your life?  
How do you encounter those who call you to 
more sincere faith?  Do you ignore them, or 
actively reject them?  Do you welcome 
them?  Does Jeremiah’s call inspire you, or 
make you uncomfortable? 

 
About Liturgy:  More On Anamnesis 
Last week we began looking at anamnesis 
and its critical role in our worship.  Our 
liturgical anamnesis, while principally about 
the events of the paschal mystery, has its 
roots in Jewish prayer, specifically the 
celebration of Passover.  Theologically 
speaking the remembrance of the Passover 
events makes the efficacy of that first 
Passover present in modern time.  So, when 
Jesus, at the Last Supper, says “do this in 
memory of Me,” we could say He is not 
only reinterpreting the Passover event and 
theology, not only inserting Himself into 
that story of salvation, but in fact is saying, 
“Do this as My anamnesis” or “Do this as 
my presencing.” 
 
It is not just at Eucharist and in the 
Eucharistic Prayer where one prays by 
anamnesis, though that instance might be 
called liturgical anamnesis par excellence.  
There are many other texts, postures, 
gestures, and even silences that serve an 
anamnetic function, serve as memorial.  The 
whole of liturgy is anamnetic as well. 
We should be careful to note that we ought 
not confuse anamnesis with a sort of 
allegorical interpretation of our liturgical 
rites – for instance, in the manner that some 
medieval theologians likened the various 
part of the celebration of Eucharist, by the 
use of foreshadowing known sometimes as 
“type/antitype,” directly to various part of 
Jesus’ passion.  No, anamnesis is much 
more profound, more imbued with mystery 
and presence. 
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Outside of Eucharist, we may find several 
instances of anamnesis in the rites of 
baptism.   Some of those moments were 
mentioned in the writings here several 
months ago for the Feast of the Baptism of 
the Lord.  Further, we can look for or even 
create anamnetic moments through the 
careful selection of music to begin the rites, 
by the way we greet the person to be 
baptized at the church doors – which are 
themselves a reminder that Jesus is the “gate 
of salvation” – and in the moment the child 
is given his or her baptismal name, which is 
reminiscent of all those in Scripture who 
were given a new name to symbolize their 
new faith-filled purpose, indeed their very 
consecration. 
 
Scripture is perhaps the most useful 
anamnetic tool, most fully realized with 
effective and relevant preaching.  It is part 
of the rite – or whenever it is prayed – the 
Litany of the Saints makes present to those 
assembled the church of history and the 
church already united with God in heaven. 
 
The blessing of the water of baptism is a 
tour de force memorial of aquatic salvation 
history.  Prior to the words of blessing, great 
moments of God’s breaking into our lives 
are recalled:  the creation narrative, Noah 
and the flood, the Exodus through the sea, 
Jesus’ baptism, the blood and water that 
flowed from His side at the crucifixion, and 
the disciples being sent to baptize are all 
memorialized. 
 
There are many other moments in this rite 
and so many others, but space precludes 
them from being mentioned here.  Las week 
I wrote briefly about a “forward looking” 
anamnesis, to the eternal and heavenly 
banquet.  We could always do more of this 
kind of “forward memorial,” including, too, 
the Parousia – the second coming of Christ. 

Lastly, anamnesis that has Scripture at its 
roots could provide a unique inroad for 
ecumenical dialogue, liturgical or otherwise, 
as it seems possible to more successfully 
seek agreements in theology and in liturgy 
specifically by pursuing conversations and 
agreements from the angle of such liturgical 
anamnesis. 
 

 
Cemetery Headstone/Grave Marker 
Cleaning 
Our parishioner, Jesse Olson, husband of 
Monica and son-in-law of Frank Russo, has 
retired from UPS as a delivery driver and 
has begun a wonderful business of cleaning 
and restoring cemetery headstones and grave 
markers.  If you have the people at Holy 
Cross Cemetery do it, the cost is $250 per 
marker/headstone.  Jesse will clean 
headstones/markers for $50 each.  For him, 
it isn’t about making money; it is about 
maintaining and caring for the beauty of 
cemetery markers that honor the lives of our 
loved ones.  If you would like Jesse to clean 
your family grave headstones, please give 
him a call at 925-550-6330. 
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Backpack Sunday 
Our 14th Annual Backpack Drive was a 
tremendous success!  More than 90 
backpacks filled with new school supplies 
were delivered to our adopted parochial 
school of St. Peter Martyr, Pittsburg on 
Tuesday, August 9.  In addition to the 
backpacks, additional supplies in the form of 
copier paper, spiral notebooks, crayons, 
cleaning supplies and so much more were 
also delivered.  $250 in cash was donated to 
this outreach effort.  Dave Costanza (SPM 
graduate 1958), Vicki & Brian McCoy, 
and Steve Rojek (SPM graduate 1965 & 
current school board member) were 
enthusiastically met at the school by 
Principal Mrs. Katie Wilson and Vice 
Principal & 8th Grade Teacher Joe Lozano. 
It was amazing to see the effort put forth by 
our parishioners including cards and well 
wishes for the returning students.  
 
Mrs. Wilson shared with us that enrollment 
for the 2022-23 school year is approaching 
200 students. Again, thank you for your 
generous support in making this annual 
outreach so successful.  I want to personally 
thank you for your support of Catholic 
Education and especially for our adopted 
school of St. Peter Martyr, Pittsburg. 
 
(See the back of this newsletter for some 
pictures.) 
 

 
Annual Grand Raffle Launched 
At each liturgy two weeks ago, the Grand 
Raffle Committee launched this year’s 
Grand Raffle with is Grand Prize of a trip 
for two to Ireland.  Raffle books have been 
mailed out and extra books are available for 
sale to family, friends, and neighbors.  The 
Second Prize is a Cash Prize of $2,000 and 
the Third Prize is a Cash Prize of $1,000.  
Five Bonus Tickets will be given to each 
participant for turning in a book of ten 
tickets throughout the month of August.  If 
every registered parishioner either buys or 
sells even one book of tickets, we will reach 
our goal of $50,000 to support the General 
Operating Account.  This is our biggest fund 
raiser of the year.  Thank you for what you 
will do to support this effort.  More 
information is coming regarding 
Oktoberfest, the Gala Dinner, and the parish 
festival to celebrate our parish feast day of 
St. Ignatius of Antioch.   
 

 
The Feast of the Assumption of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary 
This year, the Feast of the Assumption of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary falls on Monday, 
August 15th and as a result, it is not a holy 
day of obligation.  We will observe it with 
the usual Liturgy of the Word and Holy 
Communion that takes place each Monday 
morning at 8:00 a.m.  All who are able and 
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would like to celebrate this feast are most 
welcome at the Daily Liturgy. 
 

 
"Rock & Roll" Sweat Equity Opportunity 
Excavation of the area behind the parish hall 
is in full operation.  With the goal of 
enlarging the usable space, a portion of the 
hill on the south side of the property is being 
removed.  Exposed roots are being covered 
and/or removed.  This work has unearthed a 
large number of sandstone rocks that must 
be moved.  Parishioners are invited to a 
sweat equity opportunity on Monday, 
Tuesday, and Wednesday (August 15, 16 & 
17) beginning at 7 am. We will be removing 
rocks and debris and transporting them to a 
staging area in the field.  Be sure and bring 
gloves and a wheelbarrow (if you have 
one).  
 

 
Our parishioners, Joe and Carol Fanfa, 
have asked me to let our parish community 
know that they are making a custom new 
home on their property available for rent.  It 
includes the following:  Walk in shower; 
laundry with stackable washer/dryer; 
gourmet kitchen with white granite, white 
cabinets, gas stove, dishwasher, microwave, 
refrigerator with freezer on top; large 

stainless steel sink with garbage disposal 
and window above; heat and air plus ceiling 
fans and 2 sun tubs; large pantry; asking 
$2,300 plus $300 per month for utilities and 
garbage.  If you or a family member are 
interested, please call them at 925-234-6763. 
 

 
Annual Diocesan Missionary Cooperative 
Appeal 
At each liturgy next weekend, August 20th 
and 21st, we will welcome Fr. John 
Prochaska, a pastor in our diocese, who 
will speak on behalf of the Mission Society 
of St. James.  Fr. John served ten years in 
South America under the auspices of the 
Society, ministering to our sisters and 
brothers there who rarely saw a priest before 
Fr. John came to them.  I know you will 
warmly welcome him and respond 
generously to this annual appeal and 
opportunity to support the missionary 
ministry of the church. 
 

 
Congratulations to Jose Palomino and 
Jennifer Seery who celebrated the 
Sacrament of Matrimony in our sanctuary 
yesterday morning.  May God bless you 
with many, many happy and healthy years, 
all good things, and the deepening of your 
love in the covenant of marriage. 
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This coming Friday, August 19th, we will 
celebrate the Memorial Funeral Liturgy for 
our parishioner, Gary Clausen, beloved 
husband of Mary and father of Andy.  The 
Liturgy will begin at 10:30 a.m., followed 
by a lite reception in our parish hall.  All are 
welcome to this service of thanksgiving for 
the gift of Gary’s life, goodness, love, and 
presence among us. 
 

 
Congratulations to Aurelio and Leona Lily 
Castillo who will receive the 50th Wedding 
Anniversary Blessing during this coming 
Saturday’s Vigil Eucharist at 4:00 p.m.  On 
behalf of all of us, we wish you many more 
years of happiness, the best of health, and 
the deepening of your love for one another. 
 
 
 

 
Each week I have the blessing of 
recognizing some of the many volunteers 
who do so much for the parish throughout 
each week. 
 
Thank you to those who clean the sanctuary 
and the bathrooms in preparation for the 
coming weekend:  Jean Rogers, Carole 
Miller, Reno and Thelma Benasfre, Al 
Cosce, Phil Hadsell, Ada Nnaji, Angela 
Bueno, Mency Osborne, and Steve Rojek. 
 
To Virginia Noack who vacuums the 
carpets at the entrance to the church each 
day, empties the waste receptacles in the 
restrooms as well as making sure they are 
clean and ready for use. 
 
To Lisa Lombardo who records our 
liturgies and uploads them to our YouTube 
Channel for those who cannot be with us in 
person. 
 
To our Parish Office Volunteers:  Alicia 
Perez, Melodye Costanza, Lorraine 
Lohmeier, and Bev Iacona. 
 
To our Parish Security Team:  Don Benson, 
Steve Rojek, Tony Gumina, Dave 
Simpson, Brian McCoy, Tom and Stevie 
Catchings, Jose Perez, and Bill 
Barbanica. 
 
To those who help and assist Estrella Rusk, 
Financial Secretary, with accounting, data 
entry, recording, and banking. 
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To our Liturgical Ministers:  Ushers, 
Greeters, Lectors, Eucharistic Ministers, 
Altar Servers, Cantors, Sacristans, Altar 
Guild, Adult Acolytes, Art & 
Environment Committee Members, 
Liturgy Committee Members, Funeral 
Coordinators, and Alexandra Hernandez 
and Lori Curiel who launder and iron the 
Sacred Linens. 
 

 
Our Childen Need You! 
Faith Formation Catechists are the heart of 
our faith.  You do not need to be a certified 
catechist to teach.  Please consider sharing 
your faith with a group of children this year. 
In-Person classes begin September 21, 2022. 
All grades are taught one time per week 
from 6:00 p.m. to 7:15 p.m., from 
September 21, 2022 through May 17, 2023. 
 
The prayer of St. Francis says…. “It is in 
giving that we receive.”  Ask any catechist 
and they will assure you that you will get 
more than you give.  St Ignatius of Antioch 
Catholic Church Faith Formation will 
provide catechists with resources and 
training that help people become successful. 
The main goal of a catechist is the growth of 
faith for the children they work with. 
 
If you would like additional information 
about being a catechist for grades 1-8 or for 
our confirmation program for grades 9-12, 
please contact Shelli Daviess, Faith 
Formation Coordinator at 925-778-0768, 
ext. 305 or email me at: 
daviesszoo@sbcglobal.net 
 
Proverbs 22:6, “Train up a child in the way 
he should go; even when he is old he will not 
depart from it.” 

 
Registration for Faith Formation, OCIA, 
OCIC (formerly RCIA and RCIC), and 
Confirmation continues Monday through 
Friday in the Parish Office, 8:30 am to 
12:30 pm or by appointment.  Faith 
Formation Registration for 2022-2023 ends 
on September 5th, 2022.  
 

 
The Children’s Liturgy of the Word will be 
returning to Sunday Mornings at the 
10:00 a.m. Mass in the fall.  If you would 
love to be a Catechist for the children during 
the homily on Sunday mornings, please 
reach out to me.  
 
It would be wonderful to have 4-5 
Catechists, rotating each week to work with 
the children. That would mean each 
Catechist would work with the children 
every 4-5 weeks. 
  
All materials will be provided each week. If 
you are interested, please contact Shelli 
Daviess at daviesszoo@sbcglobal.net or 
925-778-0768 ext. 305. Thank you. 
 
 
 

mailto:daviesszoo@sbcglobal.net
mailto:daviesszoo@sbcglobal.net
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Justice Corner by Carolyn Krantz, 
Pastoral Associate 
There are many images in the life of the 
prophets that can help us meditate on how 
God operates in our lives.  The one for this 
weekend is about the life of Jeremiah.  
There always seemed to be a raging battle 
between the Kings of the Old testament and 
the prophets.  The wishy-washy King 
Zedekiah lets the royals lower the prophet 
into the cistern, then orders them to pull him 
out.  The line that struck me was that 
Jeremiah sank into the mud.   
 
So many times in today's events, we feel we 
are sinking into the mud of life.  Things 
overwhelm us.  We get further and further 
down into the mess. There seems to be no 
end to life's problems and difficulties.  But, 
the Epistle to the Hebrews tells us the 
attitude we need to have.  It tells us to 
“endure,” to “not grow weary or lose heart.”  
It tells us to look at the “cloud of witnesses,” 
the saints that have endured before us and 
keep our eyes fixed on Jesus.  Jeremiah did 
not know he would be rescued.  He endured 
until Ebed-melech, the Cushite rescued him.  
That is the grace we must pray for, that we 
can keep our eyes fixed on Jesus and endure 
with hope. 
 
The Gospel words are not very comforting.  
“Do you think I have come to establish 
peace? No, rather division.”  We certainly 
have evidence of that!  It is almost that if we 
call ourselves a follower of Christ, we can 
count on anger and disagreements.  The hard 
part is discerning ways of acting that are 
based on love, not hatred.   It is easy to say 

that one is a follower of Christ, but what 
clues do we have in this Gospel that we are 
not deluding ourselves.  When can we say 
our way of being comes from that deep 
place inside that is not based in ego and 
judgment, but peace and love?    
 
Christ came to set the earth on fire with 
love, yet even in His own day, His words 
caused division among the leaders of the 
temple and even His own disciples.  It is 
very difficult to determine in oneself that 
one's motivations are love of others and not 
promoting of oneself. Part of the Baptism of 
love is the acceptance of suffering, and even 
bearing the suffering of others.  Mother 
Teresa, whose icon is on our wall, made it 
her mission to be one with the suffering and 
dying people on the streets of Calcutta. Her 
writings disclose that she experienced an 
inner darkness during this time.  Her actions 
did not make her feel close to Christ, but 
rather feel His absence, the feelings Jesus 
had on the cross: “My God, My God, why 
have You forsaken me!” 
 
Bearing the suffering of others is difficult.  
Yet that is the example that Christ gave us.  
He proposed that each of us bear in our 
bodies His dying, so that His life may be 
known to all.  We must willingly sink into 
the mud of life without thought of rescue, 
but with trust that God knows what H/She is 
doing. It is the fire of suffering love that 
ignites the world.  It is this fire that will be 
evidenced in the last days, when He comes 
again.  “I am the Alpha and the Omega.”  
The Omega, or the end times, will gather all 
the suffering offered in love to witness to the 
presence of the Risen Christ.  And we who 
have suffered in love shall be with Him!   
 
This is not an easy teaching.  We cannot do 
this without power from on high.  We must 
ask for the grace to suffer willingly and 
without resentment.  May we be one with 
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those who suffer hunger and those who are 
alone.  May we be one with those feeling 
loss and rejection.  May we be one with all 
those who Christ called His “little ones.” 
 
The apostles tried to convince Jesus that this 
was wrong, but Jesus knew what His 
mission from the Father was.  His last words 
were, “Into Your hands I commend My 
Spirit.”  Try to repeat that to yourself as you 
sink into the mud of life this week! 
 
 
 
 

 
 



14th Annual Backpack Drive in Support of St. Peter Martyr 

Thank you for your 

support! 



 

August 12 Capital Projects Update 

 

Retaining wall: Construction of the retaining wall and the installation of pavers on the east and south 
portion of the parish hall are complete. The last step involves compacting the pavers and the application of 
a sealant. You are invited to visit this area. Note the detail paver cutting and placement needed to achieve 
the final results.  

Landscaping: The work in the area behind the parish hall continues. Dirt stored as part of the Expansion 
Project is being used to create a flat surface (i.e. no exposed tree roots). A portion of the hillside on the 
south side is being excavated to expand usable space. An approximately 4,000 square foot area with 
compacted crushed granite and surrounded by a sitting-height wall is being designed. We anticipate being 
able to use tables, chairs and canopies when necessary to create a natural outdoor extension to the parish 
hall. 

Solar Project: PG&E has informed us that the parish will be responsible for upgrading the transformer 
that serves the parish as part of the solar project. We have asked for additional information and are 
awaiting a response. Preliminary cost estimates range from $51,000 to $73,000. It appears that this cost 
can be incorporated into the solar project with no upfront cost to St. Ignatius of Antioch. At this time, this 
project still makes financial sense in terms of stabilizing our ever-increasing costs to light and cool our 
building. We will keep you informed as we learn more information. 

“Rock & Roll” Sweat Equity Opportunity 

This coming Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday (August 15, 16 & 17), there 

is a sweat equity opportunity from 7AM to around 10AM. We need to 

remove the sandstone rocks unearthed in creating useable flat surface 

from the area being landscaped to a staging area for disposal. The weight 

of the rocks varies from a few pounds to 15 pounds. Bring gloves and a 

wheel barrow (if you have one). Drinking water will be provided. 

Architect's Rendering 

Wall & Pavers 

Installed 

Retaining wall and pavers 



 

 

A hot water booster has been added to the 

dish sanitizer in the kitchen. This will 

address the water temperature issue that 

was previously noted. 
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