
1 
 

Parish Newsletter 
For 
15 January 2023 
 

 
THE SECOND SUNDAY IN 
WINTER’S ORDINARY TIME 
 
From Father Robert – Reflecting On The 
Gospel 
The scripture passages for this Sunday are 
rather like a hinged door.  The Lectionary 
pushes it open to allow us to gaze backward 
at the significant figure of John the Baptist, 
who points to the One we have celebrated as 
coming among us in the flesh in the Advent 
and Christmas seasons.  And these same 
readings also direct our gaze forward to our 
ongoing call to be servants of God among 
the nations for the long haul of Ordinary 
Time.  The number of Sundays between the 
Baptism of the Lord (also called the First 
Sunday in Winter’s Ordinary Time) and the 
First Sunday of Lent varies each year, 
depending on the date on which Lent begins. 
 
What is stressed in today’s readings is 
appropriate as we move out of festal high 
points:  we are called, in all seasons, every 
day, to live what we are by the grace of 
God:  chosen and gifted people. 

In the gospel we meet John the Baptist once 
again, who also knew his place in salvation 
history.  He sees Jesus coming toward him 
and points Him out as “the lamb of God, 
Who takes away the sins of the world.”  
Those listening to John, including those sent 
from the Pharisees, would be sensitive to the 
Hebrew biblical, cultic, and liturgical 
symbol of the lamb, which recalled both the 
messianic Suffering Servant tradition and 
the Passover Lamb in the history of Israel’s 
deliverance.  Gathered as a eucharistic 
assembly, we affirm our faith in the One to 
Who John pointed, Who is coming to us not 
on the Jordan’s banks but as the center of 
our liturgy:  the Lamb of God Who, by His 
life, death, and resurrection, has taken away 
the sin of the world.  The gospel refers to 
“sin,” to the collective brokenness and 
sinfulness of the world, not to individual 
sins, and to the collective social an structural 
evil that will be arrayed against Jesus by His 
enemies.  As human beings we have 
solidarity in this sin. 
 
The evangelist introduces us to John the 
Baptist in his prologue because the vision of 
the prologue is what we hear John is sent to 
proclaim: Jesus as the pre-existent Word, the 
Spirit-filled One, the Son of God.  Today’s 
reading suggests that John recognized Jesus 
when He came to John for baptism, 
unreported in this gospel.  At Jesus’ 
baptism, explains the Baptist, the Holy Spirit 
descended on Him and still remains with 
Him.  John the Baptist’s mission was always 
to point to Jesus, never to himself.  The last 
words that the Baptist speaks later in the 
Fourth Gospel sum up his calling: “He must 
increase; I must decrease.”  Our 
discipleship, too, without possessiveness, 
without blocking the view of Jesus, most 
point others to the One Who is “coming 
toward” them.  We all need the humility of 
John the Baptist that recognizes that when 
we are acting prophetical; it is not our cause, 
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our actions, our self-image, but God’s about 
which we are witnessing. 
 

 
Living Liturgy – Becoming Witnesses 
Today we are called to witness Jesus, which 
is no ordinary undertaking.  There is a 
beautiful tapestry by John Nava hung over 
the baptismal font at the Cathedral of Our 
Lady of the Angels in Los Angeles.  What is 
captivating about this piece of art is its 
simultaneous simplicity and grandeur 
depicting the baptism of Jesus.  The simple 
image is one of John the Baptist (facing the 
viewer) pouring water on the bowed head of 
Jesus Whose back is to the viewer.  The 
central tapestry of this five-paneled 
monochromatic work is profoundly ordinary 
in its portrayal of the sacrament yet the 
message of mission and identity that is 
proclaims is far from ordinary. 
 
Baptismal identity is not only about a 
conversion to Jesus but a witnessing to the 
world in the light of Jesus.  Baptism sends 
us out to claim our identity as Christians 
who imitate Jesus as light to the nations.  
Christian witness first requires the humility 
of Jesus.  We bow to whatever God calls us 
to.  God has chosen us.  Witness does not 
always involve grand gesture but can be 
simple acts.  Teresa of Calcutta’s witness to 
the poorest of the poor in Calcutta reminds 
us that little by little the work of God gets 
done through us, inspiring the saying:  “We 

can do no great things, only small things 
with great love.” 
 
These days of Winter’s Ordinary Time 
ought to be filled with extraordinary 
witness.  The “ordinary” only refers to the 
ordering of weeks between the seasons of 
Advent and Christmas, Lent and Easter.  It 
does not refer to a diminished quality of the 
liturgy.  And, so, we recognize the 
importance of our everyday actions in 
witnessing our Christian faith with joy and 
humility. 

 
Questions for Further Reflection, 
Meditation, and Sharing 
How might you imitate John the Baptist’s 
mission of making Jesus known? 
 
What are some of the moments of calling 
you’ve experienced in your life?  How did 
you identify God’s voice? 
 
When we think of “God’s will” we often 
focus on big decisions like our state in life 
and our career.  But God’s will is more often 
lived out in the small, ordinary choices we 
make every day.  Where might God be 
calling you to greater holiness amidst the 
mundane realities of your life? 
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The Floral Arrangement that graces the 
Altar today is placed To The Glory of 
God and In Loving Memory of Shari 
Palladino Ouimet by her Family. 
 

 
This weekend we welcome Father Robert 
Bonnot (pronounced “bon – know”) from 
“Unbound,” a ministry that reaches out and 
supports poor children in other countries.  
Fr. Bonnot  has been rescheduled from a 
previous weekend when it wasn’t possible 
for him to be with us as I had come down 
with Covid.  I know you will give him a 
warm welcome.  There will be flyers, 
brochures, and information about their 
ministry available on the Credenza at the 
back of the sanctuary and he will be 
available to speak with you personally at the 
conclusion of each liturgy. 

 
Our Annual Pastoral and Financial Report 
for 2022 will be presented to the parish on 
the weekend of January 28th and 29th.  The 
report chronicles the life of the parish over 
the last year and helps us to remember how 
the Holy Spirit has guided our programs, 
ministries, outreaches, and continued to 
form us as “missionary disciples.”  2022 was 
in many ways, an historic year for us.  It will 
also give a financial accounting of our 
Stewardship as well as present the Budget 

for 2023.  I hope you will plan to be at one 
of our liturgies that weekend to receive its 
presentation.  The report will also be 
available on line at our parish website. 

 
On behalf of all of us, I wish to thank all 
those who volunteer in so many ways, both 
seen and unseen, each week: 
 
To those who clean the sanctuary each 
Saturday morning in preparation for the 
weekend:  Al Cosce, Jean Rogers, Angela 
Bueno, Jun Bajet, Phil Hadsell, Ada 
Nnaji, Carole Miller, Mency Osborne, 
Steve Rojek, and Reno & Thelma 
Benasfre. 
 
To Virginia Noack who cleans and cares 
for the bathrooms each day as well as 
vacuuming the carpets both inside and 
outside the narthex each morning. 
 
To Lisa Lombardo who records our 
liturgies and uploads them to our YouTube 
Channel for those who cannot be with us in 
person. 
 
To all our Liturgical Ministers:  Lectors, 
Eucharistic Ministers, Ushers, Greeters, 
Altar Servers, Music Ministry, Adult 
Acolytes, Sacristans, and Altar Guild, 
Members of the Art & Environment 
Committee, and Members of the Liturgy 
Committee. 
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To those who assist in the office:  Bev 
Iacona, Lorraine Lohmeier, Alicia Perez, 
and Mel Costanza. 
 
To those who assist with finance matters, 
counting the collection and doing the 
required financial accounting. 
 
Those who facilitate the twice monthly food 
distribution in our parking lot when the 
Food Truck arrives from Contra Costa-
Solano Counties Food Bank. 
 
The members of our Art & Environment 
Committee who removed the environment 
for Christmas and installed the environment 
for Winter’s Ordinary Time:  Dave 
Simpson, Doris Radovan, Pablo and 
Norma Villegas, Tom and Stevie 
Catchings, Tony and Claudia Gumina, 
Don Benson, Peter Degl’Innocenti, 
Christine Shoemaker, Bob Waldhaus, 
Monika Kauer, Bob Motl, and Agnes 
Barnes. 
 

 
St. Peter Martyr School Open House 
Check out St. Peter Martyr's School 
Community on Sunday, January 29th from 
10am - 12pm to kick off Catholic Schools 
Week.  Please invite your friends and family 
to see our great campus and the wonderful 
work the students will have displayed.  
Tours will be available (see attached flyer). 
 
Please check in at the tour table located 
outside the school office or call to schedule 
an appointment for this day. 
 
Now accepting applications for Preschool 
through 8th grade.  Financial Aid is 
available.  Apply online at: 

 https://stpetermartyrschool.org/admissions/
how-to-apply 
Questions? (925) 439-1014 
or spmschool@csdo.org 
 

 

Coming in February 2023!  “Catholic Social 
Teaching: A Guide for Decision Making,” 
presented by Susannah Nelson.  All sessions 
are on Tuesday Evenings from 7:00 p.m. to 
8:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary.  The dates are 
February 7th, 14th, 21st, 28th and March 7th. 
 

 
Eucharistic Minister Training will take place 
here in the sanctuary on Sunday, January 29, 
2023 from 11:45 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.  This 
training is for current Eucharistic Ministers 
and for parishioners who want to join this 
ministry.  Eucharistic Ministers must be 
confirmed. If you have any questions please 
email me at daviesszoo@sbcglobal.net or 
phone at 925 584-0843.    
 
 
 
    

https://stpetermartyrschool.org/admissions/how-to-apply
https://stpetermartyrschool.org/admissions/how-to-apply
mailto:spmschool@csdo.org
mailto:daviesszoo@sbcglobal.net
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Help needed for rides to our church 
If you are interested in joining a small group 
of parishioners from each liturgy to be 
available to give rides to our parishioners so 
they can attend mass, please let me know.  
Some of our parishioners cannot afford the 
expense from their homes to use uber.  Any 
one requesting a ride would reside in their 
own home.  
 
If you are interested in helping, please reach 
out to me. I need your name, phone number 
and email address and which mass you 
attend.  I will coordinate the first ride and 
after that I will let you and the parishioner 
work out the rides you so generously offer. I 
can be reached at daviesszoo@sbcglobal.net 
or my cell 925-584-0843. Thank you so 
much. 
 

 
Justice Corner by Carolyn Krantz, 
Pastoral Associate 
Do you think of yourself as “a light to the 
nations?”  Most of us can barely see 
ourselves as a little beam at the end of each 
day, but that is what Isaiah has God saying, 
“I will make you a light to the nations.”  
Maybe if we think about the celebrations we 
have experienced together during the 
Christmas season, we can see this parish as a 
light in the midst of the ravaging of the 
floods in California and violent acts we have 

experienced during early January.  We pray 
that we may be a sign of God's presence in 
East County throughout the year.   
 
But we do not do it by ourselves.  We need 
to act as a community to bring justice 
forward and lessen the violence in our 
world.  We begin to do this when we say 
with Psalm 40: “God is my delight and your 
law is within my heart.”  We do this when 
we acknowledge that we are called to be 
holy in Jesus, as St. Paul says in the Epistle.  
We are not holy on our own account, but 
because Jesus gives us His grace.  Our 
response must be to listen, give thanks and 
act justly in love. 
 
When life is busy, but suddenly there is a 
moment of peace, do we have the courage to 
go within and give that moment to the Lord?  
Do we recognize the moments of grace 
when we have a moment of prayer and do 
we say “thank you?”   
 
The Gospel again takes us to the beginning 
of Jesus' ministry.  Here, John has been 
advised by the Holy Spirit to recognize 
Jesus' authority by the presence of that 
Spirit.  We, too, can recognize God's action 
in our lives by reflecting on the Presence of 
the Spirit.  Where did you manage to say the 
right thing in a difficult situation?  Where 
did you have the courage to remain silent 
when someone attacks you verbally?  Where 
did you act to defend the poor and 
disenfranchised?  In these moments, God is 
making you a “light to the nations.” 
 
I remember a speaker who when asked a 
difficult question, paused and went within 
before responding, when I would have burst 
out with an answer.  Can we learn to do 
that?  Try next time you are confronted by 
an angry family member to pause before 
answering.  Find the Spirit (the light) within 
before responding, or pause and take it to 

mailto:daviesszoo@sbcglobal.net
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prayer and give the response the next day. 
 
The Gospel for today tells of Jesus 
confirmation.  John knows it is Jesus 
because of the Spirit's presence.  You can 
recognize yourself as God's child when you 
recognize and give thanks for the Spirit in 
your daily actions.  So it is important to 
acknowledge when you say the right thing, 
or give the right advice.  Our hearts are 
filled with longing for peace and unity.  We 
long for the courage to act and speak as 
Jesus would.  Peace in conflicting situations 
only come through prayer.  We must wait for 
God's inspiration.  We must challenge unjust 
actions and support those who offer ways to 
change. 
 
In 2023, after three years of illness and the 
destruction of many parts of our beautiful 
California, we cannot go back to the way 
things were.  We must invent a new way of 
acting.  We are heralds of the church of the 
future, a church that resembles companions 
on the road bringing the love and light of 
Christ to all we meet. 
 
God never leaves us on our own if we 
humbly seek His/Her guidance in our lives.  
By Baptism we are all anointed in His grace.  
It is by being in touch with that grace that 
we find peace.  We must listen to those deep 
whisperings in our hearts.  We must share 
those whisperings with others to find the 
road through 2023. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



When you sponsor through 
Unbound, you help a child 
and family achieve their 
God-given potential. You 
walk with them on their path 
to change.

We’re all part of one 
human family created 
in God’s image. As a 
sponsor with Unbound, 
you’ll get the satisfaction 
of knowing you’re living 
out your faith as part of 
a caring and inclusive 
global community. You’ll 
also learn about your new 
friend from letters and 
photos, and you can write 
and send photos, too!

help 
a child

MAIL TO:
Unbound 
P.O. Box 219114 
Kansas City, MO 64121-9114 

You can also sponsor online 
at unbound.org  
or call (800) 875-6564.

I WANT TO SPONSOR:

o Any child     o Girl     o Boy     o Youth     o Elder

o I would like to contribute through my bank account or credit card (see reverse). 

o Enclosed is my first monthly contribution of $40. 
      (Please do not send cash. Make checks payable to Unbound.)

Name _____________________________________________________________________________  

Address  __________________________________________________________________________

City ______________________________ State ______________________ Zip Code ______________

Daytime phone ( _____ ) _________________ Email  _____________________________________

Parish _______________________________________                   

I want to sponsor:

Getting an education can 
be especially hard for 
young people faced with 
poverty. Your support 
provides resources and 
encouragement. It says, 
“I believe in you.”

Elders often experience 
difficulties related to 
nutrition, health care 
and social isolation. Your 
support helps an elder 
with needs like food, 
health care, home visits 
and group activities. 

befriend 
an elder



Unbound is listed in the 
Official Catholic Directory.

AUTOMATIC BANK WITHDRAWAL
I hereby authorize a direct debit from my checking account each month for 
payment to Unbound. (Please attach voided check.)

Routing #

Account #__________________________________________________________________ 

Amount $_________.00 

Authorized Signature______________________________________ Date_____________

You may cancel this agreement anytime by contacting Unbound at  
(800) 875-6564 or 1 Elmwood Avenue, Kansas City, KS 66103.  
Please allow 2 business days to cancel.

CREDIT CARD AUTHORIZATION

I authorize Unbound to charge my credit card in the amount of:

o $40 Monthly  o $120 Quarterly o $240 Semi-annually  o $480 Annually  

Card #__________________________________________________________

Expiration date ______/______

Cardholder name_________________________________________________

Signature______________________________________  Date_____________

So that we may process and provide a receipt for your contribution, please complete the 
contact information section on the front of this form.

WHO WE ARE
Unbound is an international development organization founded 
by lay Catholics and grounded in the Gospel call to put the needs 
of the marginalized and vulnerable first. We build relationships of 
mutual respect that bridge cultural, economic and religious divides. 
We work side by side with people of diverse faith traditions in Latin 
America, Asia and Africa.

HOW WE WORK
We believe the surest path out of poverty is a self-directed one. 
Sponsored individuals and families use your support to work 
toward goals like education, dignified housing, better nutrition 
and developing livelihoods. Mothers lead the way in our programs 
through active participation in small groups. From accessing 
microloans to starting small businesses and forming their own 
credit cooperatives, mothers are creating paths to self-sufficiency 
for their families.

HIGHLY RATED STEWARDSHIP
Unbound receives top ratings from independent charity evaluators. 
This demonstrates the work we put into solid financial stewardship. 
Visit unbound.org/financials for details.

Please print clearly. 

4% fundraising
3.4% administration

SOURCE: 2020 FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

3.5% administration
3.9% fundraising

“Unbound has given me a way to put my faith 

in action. As an Unbound sponsor, I have 

had the opportunity to be part of a reliable 

community which gives hope and helps others 

to achieve their dreams.”

— Lillian Acevedo, Unbound sponsor since 1986

Sponso r onl ine at unbound.o rg 
o r cal l (800) 875-6564



ST. PETER MARTYR SCHOOL
OPEN HOUSE

WWW.STPETERMARTYRSCHOOL.ORG

PRESCHOOL - 8TH GRADE 

 DIVERSE FAITH-FILLED COMMUNITY SMALL CLASS SIZES

FOR 
INFORMATION

CALL US
(925) 439 - 1014

INDIVIDUALIZED LEARNING

January 29, 2023
 10 am - 12 pm



SCHOOL YEAR

School Facility:

Individualized Learning

Diverse Community

Pre-School - Eighth 

Small Class Sizes

Library

ENROLL NOW!

(925) 439-1014
KWILSON@CSDO.ORG

Contact Us

w
w

w
.stpeterm

artyrschool.org

OPEN FOR
REGISTRATION 

2023 - 2024 

Garden

Fresh Meals

ST. PETER MARTYR SCHOOL



    Just in time for Lent… 
“Catholic Social 
Teaching: A Guide for 
Decision Making”, 
presented by Susannah 
Nelson, MA in Education. 
All sessions are on Tuesday Evenings from 7:00 
p.m. to 8:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary. The dates 
are February 7th, 14th, 21st, 28th and March 7th, 
2023. 
 

   Pictured Susannah Nelson with her husband David Nelson 
 
 
 
 



FRIDAY,  FEBRUARY 3, 2023 

ST. PETER MARTYR SCHOOL

PASTA DINNER, RAFFLE, & AUCTION

AT ST. PETER MARTYR SCHOOL
FROM 5:30 P.M. TO 7:00 P.M. 

Menu
Pasta, Meatballs, Salad, Garlic Bread, 

Beverage and Dessert
 

Adult Ticket - $15.00
Child Ticket - $10.00

 

PRE-ORDER ONLY! All Orders Must be Placed by Thursday, February 2nd 

Catholic Schools
Week Raffle &

Silent Auctions 

 Spaghetti Dinner Order Form 
(Please complete and return this portion with your payment)

I would like to purchase: _______ (#) Adult Spaghetti Dinners at $15.00 each.   (____ x $15 = ______)
I would like to purchase: _______ (#) Child Spaghetti Dinners at $10.00 each.   (____ x $10 = ______)

Total Cost ________                 
I will come and dine in at SPM School ________ (from 5:30 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.)
I would like to pick up my orders to go at ________ P.M. (options 3:00 – 5:00 p.m.)
Enclosed is my check for $___________ (Make checks payable to St. Peter Martyr School or Venmo us
@STPeterMartyr-School with Your name and Pasta Dinner In the Memo) 

___________________________________                                                     _________________________________
Name                                                                                                                              Phone Number 

Live Entertainment
from Mr. Ozel

Spaghetti Dinner Volunteer Opportunities
If you wish to volunteer your time to help at the Spaghetti Dinner, please contact Emma Ojeda via
email ojedaemma@gmail.com



SPM Tamale Sale

Tamale Pre-sale Order Form DUE JAN. 17th 
(No Tamales will be sold on Jan. 20th)

Please complete and return this portion with your payment

I would like to purchase: _______ (#) Pork Tamale.   
I would like to purchase: _______ (#) Chicken Tamale  
I would like to purchase: _______ (#) Cheese & Green Chile 
                                                     _______ # of Tamles x $3     

Total Cost: ________          
 

Enclosed is my check for $___________ (Make checks payable to St. Peter Martyr School or
Venmo us @STPeterMartyr-School with Your name and Tamale Fundraiser In the Memo) 
_______________________                     __________________________
Name                                                                Phone Number 

Delicious Homemade Tamles:
Pork 

Chicken 
Cheese & Green Chile

Hot and Ready for 
Pick up Jan. 20th
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