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Parish Newsletter 
For 
26 March 2023 
 

 
THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT 
 
From Father Robert – Reflecting On The 
Gospel 
Today’s remarkable gospel story proclaims 
that no one is so far gone into death that 
Jesus cannot call him or her back to life, for 
He is the resurrection and the life, which is 
more than just physical life, in the present as 
well as on the other side of death.  Martha 
and Mary are models for our journey – never 
a direct, straight-line event – to profound 
faith.  Martha takes the initiative in 
welcoming Jesus and professes a typical 
Jewish faith (held by the Pharisee party) in 
the resurrection “on the last day,” the day of 
judgment and resurrection at the end of time.  
But in John’s Gospel, it is important that 
faith is not just focused on a distant event 
but is a death-defying affirmation of the 
“now” reality of God’s presence and power 
in Jesus.   
 
That reality calls us to come forth trustingly 
into life from the narrow confines of our 
daily anxieties, from the fears of our 
mortality, and from what seems to wither 

and die in us from day to day.  So to Martha, 
Jesus proclaims, “I am the resurrection and 
the life,” and Martha professes her faith in 
Him as the Messiah, the Son of God.  Mary 
and the other mourners arrive at the scene 
and Mary, like her sister, makes straight for 
Jesus.  Then, together, they move toward the 
tomb of Lazarus.  There Jesus weeps – not 
only tears of friendship for His friend but 
also tears of anger at the last enemy, death, 
which He has been sent to destroy. 
 
We can surely feel sympathy for Martha 
who, having just professed her faith in Jesus, 
now protests at His command to take away 
the stone because of her expectation of the 
stench of four-day death.  As it does for 
Peter, and for ourselves, faith can waver 
when what seems to be “reality” intrudes 
with its apparent unpleasant consequences 
for our lives.  Jesus’ prayer to His Father 
and His loud cry – “Lazarus, come out!” – 
tear open both heaven and earth to witness 
to the truth that, for the glory of God, Jesus 
will bring us out of death.  Lazarus emerges, 
his face and body still wrapped in his burial 
cloths, and Jesus commands the watchers, 
“Untie him and let him go.”  Soon Jesus 
Himself will be a tomb-dweller for three 
days, but He will leave His burial cloths in 
the tomb, will come forth unaided and 
unveiled by human help as the risen and sent 
One Who goes into the presence of His 
Father. 
 
Although called forth to life by Jesus in our 
baptism, we, like Lazarus, need others to 
help us go free, and during Lent this 
command to untie, or unbind, one another 
has a special urgency.   The last scrutiny is 
celebrated today, and with the elect, we pray 
for both their unbinding from sin as they are 
called to the new life of baptism in two 
weeks’ time, and for ourselves, the already 
baptized, who are still bound in our 
sinfulness.  For all of us, Jesus is our hope of 
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coming forth into the new life of His Easter 
mysteries. 
 

 
Questions for Further Reflection, 
Meditation, and Sharing 
How have you experienced Jesus’ life-
giving power?  Is it easy or challenging to 
live out the demands of life with Him? 
 
How has inviting God into your life upended 
your expectations? 
 
Does your life of faith lead to rest or to 
further restlessness?  Knowing that God can 
work through either, how do you choose to 
respond? 
 

 
Palm Sunday Preparation 
You are invited to participate in one of our 
parish traditions this coming Friday, March 
31st, beginning at 9:00 a.m., as we cut, wash, 
dry, and bundle the palm fronds that will be 
blessed and distributed to all those who join 
us for our Palm Sunday Liturgies.  We will 
be in the Gathering Plaza and working on 

tables; please bring gloves, scissors, or 
cutting shears to help with the cutting. 
 

 
Palm/Passion Sunday – April 2nd  
Next weekend we begin Holy Week with 
Palm/Passion Sunday.  Our liturgies will be 
celebrated as follows: 
 
Saturday Vigil Eucharist at 4:00 p.m.  Palms 
will be distributed and blessed; Procession, 
Liturgy of the Word, Liturgy of the 
Eucharist (NO incense); Proclamation of the 
Passion According to Matthew 
 
Sunday Morning Eucharist, 8:00 A.M. and 
10:30 A.M.  (Note time change) 
 
The distribution and blessing of palms, 
procession, Liturgy of the Word, Liturgy of 
the Eucharist, Proclamation of the Passion 
According to Matthew. 
 

 
Our High Holy Days begin on Thursday, 
April 6 through Sunday, April 9th.  The 
schedule of liturgies is as follows: 
 
Holy Thursday, April 6th 
8:00 a.m.  Sung Morning Prayer 
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7:30 p.m.  The Evening Liturgy of the Last 
Supper; Procession, Reception of the 
Newly-blessed Holy Oils, Liturgy of the 
Word, Washing of Feet, Holy Eucharist, 
procession from the sanctuary to the Altar of 
Repose, adoration until 10:00 p.m. 
 
Good Friday, April 7th 
8:00 a.m.  Sung Morning Prayer 
 
12:00 Noon – The Seven Last Words; 
reflections on the Seven Last Words of Jesus 
from the Cross by the women of our parish. 
 
3:00 p.m.  The Solemn Commemoration of 
the Lord’s Passion and Death; Liturgy of the 
Word, Veneration of the Cross, Holy 
Communion 
 
7:30 p.m.  Evening Service; Liturgy of the 
Word and Veneration of the Cross 
 
Holy Saturday, April 8th 
8:00 a.m.  Sung Morning Prayer 
 
7:30 p.m.  The Great Vigil of Easter 
Lighting of the New Fire, Lighting of the 
Paschal Candle; Procession, Exultet, Liturgy 
of the Word, The Rite of Profession of Faith, 
Confirmation, Holy Eucharist, Reception in 
the Parish Hall for the newly-initiated. 
 
Easter Day, April 9th 
The Feast of the Resurrection 
Holy Eucharist at 8:00 a.m. and 
10:30 a.m. (please note the change of 
time); Procession, Liturgy of the Word, 
Renewal of Baptismal Vows and Sprinkling 
Rite, Holy Eucharist 

 
Be A Part of A Great Tradition 
Each year the members of our parish support 
the Art & Environment Committee as they 
prepare to create a beautiful, meaningful, 
and reverent environment for Holy Week, 
Triduum, Easter and its season of seven 
weeks.  Contributions to the Easter 
Environment provide for the beautiful 
panels of cloth that grace the Icons, the 
Paschal Candle, the blooming plants and 
trees, the candles, and art work that helps us 
celebrate the great Easter Season.   
 
Contributions can be made either In Honor 
Of or In Loving Memory Of family 
members, loved ones, and friends.  Simply 
use the Easter Flower envelopes on the 
Credenza or any envelope designated for the 
Easter Environment.  Many thanks for your 
thoughtfulness and generosity.  All 
contributions will be acknowledged in the 
Parish Newsletter beginning on Easter Day. 
 

 
On Good Friday at 12:00 Noon, we will 
have a service reflecting on the Seven Last 
Words of Jesus from the Cross.  The women 
of the parish have been invited to do these 
reflections that will also offer a time of 
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silence, reflection, and hymns.  I am grateful 
to the seven women who have come forward 
and offered to give the reflections.  I hope 
you will join us. 
 

 
Karen has invited parishioners to join the 
choir in preparation for Holy Week, 
Triduum, and Easter.  I hope many of our 
parishioners will respond.  She also invited 
your participation in being a part of the 
Chime Choir, similar to a Handbell Choir.  
Practices take place each Thursday evening 
from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. in the sanctuary.  
It is a six-week commitment as we prepare 
for our high holy days.  I hope you will give 
it prayerful consideration. 

 

 
Adult Acolytes 
I would also like to extend an invitation to 
our adults to consider becoming Adult 
Acolytes, those who carry the Processional 
Cross and Candles for our feast day 
liturgies.  Training is provided and we 
would like to have several more teams who 
would be able to rotate among the various 
liturgies that are upcoming for Holy Week, 
Triduum, and Easter and its season.  If you 
are interested, please speak to me personally 
or give the office a call and leave your 
contact information and I will get back to 
you as soon as possible.  Thank you! 

 

 
Barbara Rose Davis, age 68, died tragically 
on March 2, 2023. She died in a car crash 
just north of Goldfield, Nevada. Rosie had 
been talking about driving to Las Vegas to 
visit her siblings for quite some time. On the 
way there, she hit black ice and spun into 
oncoming traffic. Rosie died instantly.  
 
Rosie was born on May 25, 1954 in 
Chestertown, Maryland, the fourth of six 
children born to John & Anna Stoltzfus, 
originally from Lancaster County 
Pennsylvania. She attended public school in 
Baldwin Park, California, and earned a 
bachelor’s degree in organ performance 
from the University of California Los 
Angeles, graduating Magna Cum Laude.  
 
She was married to her husband, Richard 
Davis, for 15 years and lived in Rossmoor 
since 2009. Rosie retired in 2020 from the 
Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory, 
was actively involved with the Walnut 
Creek Presbyterian Church, volunteered as 
an after-school tutor at Hope Solutions in 
Pleasant Hill, was a platelet donor for the 
Red Cross, and Co-President of the Penguin 
Dinner-Dance Club in Rossmoor.  
 
She regularly accompanied musical 
performances as either a pianist or organist. 
She devoted herself to helping her kids and 
grandkids with anything and everything they 
were interested in.  
 
Whether gliding across a dance floor, 
schussing down the slopes, or snorkeling in 
Maui, she shared much with her husband.  
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During the Christmas season she worked 
tirelessly to spread her Love in toffee-form.  
She would make plans to visit as many 
people as she possibly could week-to-week.  
If she could get you on a bike or on the 
slopes, she would have a blast.  
 
Rosie is survived by her husband, Richard, 
her two children Matthew and Malinda, 
Richard’s two children, Jennifer, married to 
Matt, and Jared, married to Leah, her seven 
grandchildren Lyla, Tabitha, Solomon, 
Kirklan, Jonah, Kate and Zach, who all 
called her “Nana,” and her siblings Jonas, 
Fern, Stephen and Sharon. She is preceded 
in death by her parents John and Anna, and 
her sister Edna.  
 
Rosie’s Celebration of Life service will be 
held at the Walnut Creek Presbyterian 
Church on Saturday, April 15, 2023, at 
10:00 a.m. The service will be followed by a 
reception at the church.  
 
In lieu of flowers, those wishing to 
remember Rosie are encouraged to make a 
donation in her honor to Hope Solutions via 
their website at: 
https://www.hopesolutions.org/donate/  
 

 
The Funeral Liturgy for Dolores Rodriguez 
will be celebrated at Holy Cross Funeral 
Services on Tuesday, 4 April 2023, at 

10:30 a.m.  Please keep her and her family 
in your thoughts and prayers as they prepare 
to celebrate her life and thank God for all 
she has been as daughter, sister, wife, 
mother, and grandmother.  She was a 
member of our parish and the Guadalupana 
Society for many years, especially helping 
with the Our Lady of Guadalupe 
Celebration.  All are invited to join us for 
her Funeral Liturgy. 
 

 
 

 
Chime Choir Seeks More Ringers 
The Chime Choir needs another 1 or 2 
ringers for the 7:30 p.m. Good Friday and 
Holy Saturday liturgies.  Youth and adults 
are welcome.  The rehearsals will be on 
Monday, March 27 from 7:30-9:00 p.m., 
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Friday, March 31 from 12:30-2:00 pm, 
Saturday, April 1 at 5:30 pm (after the  
4:00 pm Liturgy), and Monday, April 3 at 
3:45 pm.  Please let Karen Hastings-Flegel, 
Director of Music, know if you are 
interested.  Contact information is 925-325-
7742 or korgan81@yahoo.com. Thank you.  
 

 
Choir's Delightful Retreat 
Nineteen members of the St. Ignatius of 
Antioch Choir met Tuesday night for an 
evening of prayer, fellowship, food and, of 
course, singing!  We practiced many pieces 
in preparation for Holy Week and the 
Communal Reconciliation for Lent.  We had 
incredible food and wonderful 
camaraderie.  Photos are courtesy of Ellen 
Malcampo.  
 

  
 
 

 
This year for Lent, our Faith Formation 
students focused on the three pillars of Lent; 
Prayer, Fasting and Almsgiving.  The last 
few of weeks of class, the children and 
catechists filled our Lilly Lenten Piggybank 
with coins and some bills to donate to our 
adopted catholic school, St. Peter Martyr 
School. 
 
Our Faith Formation Classes are off for 
Easter Break, and I asked Kathy Augusta 
and Lori Curiel to count and roll all of the 
coins. Thank you for your help.  The 
students and catechists donated a total of 
$106.02 for the school!!  Thank you 
everyone for your generosity during this 
Lent. 
 

 
Congratulations Daniel Galvan 
Last Saturday evening, March 18th, the 
Annual Bishop’s Vocation Dinner was held 
at Carondelet High School in Concord.  The 
dinner was hosted by the Diocesan Council 
of the Knights of Columbus and featured the 
presentation of a contribution by the Knights 
to support seminarians as well as honoring 
Altar Servers from 13 parishes in the 
diocese.  Our very own Daniel Galvan was 
honored for his service to our parish as an 
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Altar Service with a Certificate presented to 
him by Bishop Barber.  Thank you, Daniel, 
for all your years of faithful service at the 
Altar and the wonderful example you give 
of faithful, dedicated discipleship.  Daniel 
regularly serves at our Sunday morning 
8:00 a.m. Eucharist. 
 

 

Our parish is incredibly blessed with many 
volunteers who offer their gifts, time, talent, 
and ability to help on a daily basis. 
 
On behalf of all of us, I wish to thank: 
 
The Cleaning Team who arrives early each 
Saturday morning to clean the sanctuary and 
the bathrooms in preparation for the 
weekend and the coming week:  Steve 
Rojek, Carole Miller, Ada Nnaji, Rose 
Salamanca, Angela Bueno, Jean Rogers, 
Al Cosce, Mency Osborne, and Phil 
Hadsell. 
 
To Virginia Noack who cleans and 
maintains the bathrooms throughout the 
week, replacing paper products, as well as 
vacuuming the carpets at the entrance to the 
narthex. 
 
To Carole Miller who cleans the gutters 
along the front of our parish property, 
attends to the neatness of the Gathering 
Plaza, and looks after the floral 
arrangements and plants that are a part of the 
environment. 
 
To Lisa Lombardo who records and 
uploads our weekend liturgy to our 
YouTube channel. 

 
To all our Liturgical Ministers:  Lectors, 
Eucharistic Ministers, Ushers, Greeters, 
Altar Servers, Adult Acolytes, Sacristans, 
and Altar Guild, Members of the Art & 
Environment Committee, Members of the 
Liturgy Committee, and Music Ministry. 
 
To those who assist in the office:  Bev 
Iacona, Lorraine Lohmeier, Alicia Perez, 
and Mel Costanza. 
 
To those who assist with finance matters, 
counting the collection and doing the 
required financial accounting. 
 
To the members of the Security Team who 
provide security at all of our liturgies:  Dave 
Simpson, Brian McCoy, Tony Gumina, 
Don Benson, Bill Barbanica, John 
Connelly, and Jose Perez. 
 
To those who facilitate the twice monthly 
food distribution in our parking lot when 
the Food Truck arrives from Contra Costa-
Solano Counties Food Bank. 
 

 
Thank you to all who attended our              
St. Joseph’s Dinner on March 18, 2023.   
 
The dinner was a wonderful way to honor 
St. Joseph and celebrate our parish 
community.  
 
A very special thank you to Chef Dave 
Costanza and his crew who made the 
wonderful appetizers and dinner.  Thank you 
to the kitchen crew of Brian and Vicki 
McCoy, Catherine Vidaurri, Will 
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Avitabile, Chad Curiel, Tomas Lucia, Al 
Cosce and Maryann Peddicord.   
 
Thank you to our Social Events Committee 
members and our friends, whose hard work 
and donations made this evening possible.  
Thank you to:  Reggia Desmond, Pam & 
Rich Confetti, Pat Kramer, Brian & Vicki 
McCoy, Diane Hack, Al Cosce, Mary 
Lucido, Tomas Lucia, Maryann 
Peddicord, Ronda DeMay, Nina Longley, 
Linda Janicki, Alicia & Jose Perez, Dotty 
Graham, Ruby Bayson, Leslie Eubanks, 
Pat Britton, Clem Bushman, Rachelle 
Martin, Estrella Rusk, Bobbie Woodland, 
Virginia Noack, Bob Motl,  Bob & Marla 
Plurkowski and Father Robert.   
 
Thank you to the Knights of Columbus 
and Rich Confetti, Don Benson and Phil 
Hadsell for their help in the hall set up.  
It was wonderful to be back together in 
person and in our new kitchen and renovated 
hall for this special evening.   
 
We hope you will join us next year for this 
wonderful celebration of St. Joseph.   
St. Joseph, pray for us.   
 

 
The Bishop’s Ministries Appeal 
The Bishop’s Ministries Appeal has begun. 
This yearly campaign raises funds for a 
variety of ministries, services, and programs 
that benefit the parishes and schools in the 
Oakland Diocese. Five specific areas receive 
funds from the Appeal: 
·         Religious Education & Formation; 
·         Clergy Formation & Support; 
·         Pastoral Ministries & Services; 
·         Priest Retirement & Care; and 

·         Support for Catholic Schools & Parishes 
in need. 
 
Funds raised are never directed to any other 
use. This year, Bishop Barber has selected 
the theme for the Appeal – I Am With You 
Always. 
 
Last year, our parish raised $36,495 for the 
Appeal. This year, our goal is $34,900.  
Everyone who participated in the Appeal in 
the past will be receiving a letter from the 
bishop, along with a contribution envelope. 
Additional envelopes will be made available 
on the credenza at the back of the church. 
Please make your checks payable to the 
Bishop’s Ministries Appeal. Be sure and 
identify St. Ignatius of Antioch as your 
parish so the gift is credited to our parish. 
 
In order to meet our goal, I am asking for a 
one-time contribution of $100 from each 
registered household. I realize that not 
everyone is in a position to contribute in that 
amount, however, all gifts of any amount are 
welcome. If we all participate, we will meet 
the goal. If you prefer to make an online 
gift, go to this 
page: https://oakdiocese.org/bishops-appeal-
donation-page.  
 

 
Dear Faith Formation Parents, Students 
and Catechists, 
 
I want to let you know that on the Faith 
Formation Calendar, classes are scheduled 
to resume on Wednesday, April 5, 2023. 
This date is incorrect.  St. Ignatius of 

https://oakdiocese.org/bishops-appeal-donation-page
https://oakdiocese.org/bishops-appeal-donation-page
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Antioch Church does not hold meetings, 
including Faith Formation Classes during 
Holy Week.  Please note:  All Faith 
Formation Classes will resume on 
Wednesday, April 12, 2023. 
 

 
Justice Corner by Carolyn Krantz, 
Pastoral Associate 
The Prophet Ezekiel gives us the theme of 
today's readings.  “I will open your graves 
and have you rise from them...I will put my 
Spirit in you that you may live.”  We read 
this as a community that has experienced 
much loss.  Whether from COVID, or from 
some other cause, all of us have had to 
manage loss and suffering in the last few 
years.  Let us examine how we have done 
this.  Have we given this suffering to the 
Lord?  Have we managed to process the 
stages of grief and move forward to 
proclaim that God's Spirit is with us and 
with those who go before us?   
 
As we move closer to Holy Week, it is time 
to examine our own understanding of death 
and resurrection.  The Epistle to the Romans 
says, “You are in the Spirit...and the Spirit is 
alive because of righteousness!”  The Spirit 
“gives life to our mortal bodies.”  So if we 
are “in the Spirit” now, if we practice 
righteousness, we shall be “in the Spirit” in 
the future after we pass through the barrier 
of death.   
 
Jesus experienced the struggle to believe this 
in the Gospel of the raising of Lazarus.  His 
disciples are fearful for Him when He says 
He is going back to Judea, just as we are 
fearful when we nurture a loved one through 

the dying process, or are sick ourselves.  
But, Jesus gives us an enigmatic clue: “Are 
there not twelve hours in the day?  If one 
walks during the day, he does not stumble, 
because he sees the light of this world.”  We 
are challenged to walk in the light of the 
Spirit through the dying of loved ones, and 
our own struggle to die with grace.   
 
Without faith in Jesus, we are walking at 
night, and we stumble, “because the light is 
not in us.”  This is the challenge of our faith.  
We must travel through the steps of grief, 
letting them direct us forward.  We must not 
deny them or push them away.  We must 
process the grief, the anger, and despair.  We 
can seek help from our spiritual guides and 
through reading and prayer, but we must 
travel through them, as Jesus traveled to 
Lazarus' grave and to His own death on the 
cross. 
 
Neither the disciples nor Mary and Martha 
get it.  The women say twice, “Lord, if you 
had been here, my brother would not have 
died.”  But, Jesus did not come to prevent 
death, He came to teach us how to go 
through it.  He groaned, was perturbed and 
deeply distressed, as we are in losing a loved 
one.  But He is “the resurrection and the 
life!”  That is what this Gospel has to teach 
us.  God did not spare His only Son.  He 
gave us an example by willingly going 
through the experience of death to teach us 
that we must not avoid, but rather embrace 
the death experience in order to come to 
Life.  He frees us, because He teaches a new 
way to deal with this final trauma that frees 
us from this life and sends us up into His 
loving arms in Heaven.   
 
Then the Gospel says that He cries out in a 
loud voice.  Why the loud voice?  So 
Lazarus could hear?  So the crowd could 
hear? So we could hear down through the 
ages!  “Come forth.”  Come through the 
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stages of death and dying.  Come with Me 
through the hardships of illness and pain, so 
you may join Me in the heavenly kingdom 
with all the saints.  Cling to Me, and I will 
“Untie you and let you go.” 
 
Powerful words for powerful experience.  
Let us pray this week that we may choose to 
go through the death as He did.  Let us 
review our own struggles in the Presence of 
Jesus.  We cry, groan, and face up to our 
losses and learn from them as we prepare as 
a community to celebrate Palm Sunday and 
Holy Week.  He opens the graves.  He is 
with us in all our experiences.  He bears us 
up through grieving and pain.  He helps us 
to rise up from suffering and death.  He 
teaches us because He is the Resurrection 
and the Life! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



Sunday, March 26, 2023
Do You Believe This?

Today’s readings: Ezekiel 37:12–14; Psalm 130:1–2, 3–4, 
5–6, 7–8; Romans 8:8–11; John 11:1–45. The readings 
from the Gospel of John proclaimed on the Third, Fourth, 
and Fifth Sundays of Lent are explicitly tied to the scrutiny 
rites celebrated with those preparing for baptism at Easter. 
Throughout Lent, the assembly participates in these rites 
that are part of the process of the Rite of Christian Initiation 
of Adults. The assembly, too, benefits spiritually as all pray 
that the candidates be enlightened with a deeper knowledge 
of Christ and purifed from anything that blocks their full 
assent of belief. Those seeking baptism are preparing to 
approach the font and make a profession of faith in front of 
the community. Simultaneously, the rest of us are preparing 
to renew our baptismal promises with full hearts.

These Gospel accounts guide us so that we may hear 
and believe (like the Samaritan woman), see and believe 
(like the man born blind), and finally believe without proof 
(like Martha, Mary, and Lazarus). In each of these Gospels, 
Jesus reveals his true identity. They culminate in the exchange 
between Jesus and Martha on the road to Bethany. Jesus 
proclaims to Martha, “I am the resurrection and the life” 
(John 11:25) and then asks Martha, “Do you believe this?”

This final week of Lent invites us to join those prepar-
ing for baptism in prayer and reflection. Are you ready to 
affirm with Martha: “Yes, Lord, I have come to believe that 
you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one who is coming 
into the world” (John 11:27)?

Guide Us
God of life,
you raised Lazarus from death
and in doing so revealed your divine love.
Open our ears to your truth,
help us see your glory,
and empower us to trust and believe.
Guide our minds and hearts
in these final days of Lent,
purify us from anything
that blocks us from belief,
so that we will be ready 
to sincerely profess our faith
with the Church community at Easter.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Fifth Sunday of Lent
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This Week at Home 
Monday, March 27 
True Justice
Daily news sources regularly report stories of innocent peo-
ple wrongly imprisoned. Seeking exoneration for the wrong-
fully convicted is the life work of many people committed to 
truth and justice. Today’s Scripture stories remind us that this 
sin has repeated itself across the centuries. One of the corpo-
ral works of mercy urges care for the imprisoned. How are 
you called to a deeper awareness of the need for an unbiased 
criminal justice system? Today’s readings: Daniel 13:1–9, 
15–17, 19–30, 33–62 or 13:41c–62; Psalm 23:1–3a, 3b–4, 5, 
6; John 8:1–11.

Tuesday, March 28
Not Alone
Patience runs thin in today’s Scripture readings. The 
Israelites complain with weariness on their sojourn to the 
Promised Land. The Pharisees of Jerusalem shudder in exas-
peration at the words of Jesus. Jesus offers a message 
of assurance in response, “The one who sent me is with me. 
He has not left me alone.” No matter our frustration or lack 
of understanding, God remains steadfast and close to us. 
When impatience flares, try this antidote: take five deep 
breaths, recall God’s nearness, and then respond. Today’s 
readings: Numbers 21:4–9; Psalm 102:2–3, 16–18, 19–21; 
John 8:21–30.

Wednesday, March 29
Keep Holy the Lord’s Name
There is a beloved VeggieTales episode recounting the story 
of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego’s trust in God’s faith-
fulness in the face of King Nebuchadnezzar and the fiery 
furnace. These trusting servants of God stand in the fire and 
sing with one voice to God, “Blessed is your holy and glori-
ous name, praiseworthy and exalted above all for all ages” 
(Daniel 3:52). They provide a poignant model of trust in God 
and reverence for God’s holy name. Pay attention to your use 

of the Lord’s name today. Are there instances when you do 
not honor the name of the Lord in your speech? Today’s 
readings: Daniel 3:14–20, 91–92, 95; Daniel 3:52, 53, 54, 
55, 56; John 8:31–42.

Thursday, March 30 
Remain Steadfast
As Holy Week draws near, the promises made to the faithful 
through the covenant with Abraham echo stronger in our 
daily Scriptures. Jesus faces threats from all sides and the 
psalmist assures us that the Lord “remembers forever his 
covenant” (Psalm 105:8). We are close to the end of our 
Lenten journey. God has constantly communicated his desire 
to be close to us. Have you responded with faithfulness to 
your Lenten intentions? Today’s readings: Genesis 17:3–9; 
Psalm 105:4–5, 6–7, 8–9; John 8:51–59.

Friday, March 31
The Lord, Our Strength
The prophet Jeremiah, the psalmist, and Jesus all face threats 
and enemy attacks. Yet all three readings echo trust in God’s 
mantle of protection and steadfast faithfulness. They provide 
a powerful reminder for us that God is near in times of great 
distress. Today’s readings: Jeremiah 20:10–13; Psalm 18:2–3a, 
3bc–4, 5–6, 7; John 10:31–42.

Saturday, April 1
Dwell in God
The promises of the prophet Ezekiel are a source of hope for 
the faithful across all generations. Ezekiel delivers the assur-
ance of God, “My dwelling shall be with them; I will be their 
God, and they shall be my people” (Ezekiel 37:27). The ene-
mies of Jesus circle in close and the Scriptures remind us that 
God is even closer, “like a shepherd guarding his flock” 
(Jeremiah 31:10). Holy Week begins tomorrow. Make plans 
to accompany Jesus through the solemn remembrances of his 
journey from suffering to resurrection. Today’s readings: 
Ezekiel 37:21–28; Jeremiah 31:10, 11–12abcd, 13; John 
11:45–56.







 

 

  

St. Ignatius of Antioch 
Please join us: 

Divine Mercy Sunday Celebration 

Sung Evening Prayer and Chaplet 
Blessing of your Divine Mercy Images 

April 16, 2023 at 3:00 PM 

Fellowship and Lunch provided in the Parish Hall 

after the service…donations accepted 

 



History of the Message and Devotion to Divine Mercy 

The Message of the Divine Mercy that Sr. Faustina received from the Lord was not only directed 
toward her personal growth in faith but also toward the good of the people. With the command of 
our Lord to paint an image according to the pattern that Sr. Faustina had seen, came also a 
request to have this image venerated, first in the Sisters' chapel, and then throughout the world. 
The same is true with the revelations of the Chaplet. The Lord requested that this Chaplet be said 
not only by Sr. Faustina, but by others: "Encourage souls to say the Chaplet that I have given 
you." 
 
The same is true of the revelation of the Feast of Mercy. "The Feast of Mercy emerged from my 
very depths of tenderness. It is my desire that it solemnly be celebrated on the first Sunday after 
Easter. Mankind will not have peace until it turns to the fount of My Mercy."  These requests of 
the Lord given to Sr. Faustina between 1931 and 1938 can be considered the beginning of the 
Divine Mercy Message and Devotion in the new forms.  Through the efforts of Sr. Faustina’s 
spiritual directors, Fr. Michael Sopocko, and Fr. Joseph Andrasz, SJ, and others — including the 
Marians of the Immaculate Conception — this message began to spread throughout the world. 
 
However, it is important to remember that this message of The Divine Mercy, revealed to  
St. Faustina and to our present generation is not new. It is a powerful reminder of who God is 
and has been from the very beginning. This truth that God is in His very nature Love and Mercy 
Itself, is given to us by our Judeo-Christian faith and God’s self-revelation. The veil that has 
hidden the mystery of God from eternity was lifted by God Himself. In His goodness and love 
God chose to reveal Himself to us, His creatures, and to make known His eternal plan of 
salvation. This He had done partly through the Old Testament Patriarchs, Moses and the 
Prophets, and fully through His only Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. In the person of Jesus Christ, 
conceived through power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary, the unseen God was 
made visible. 
 
Jesus reveals God as Merciful Father 
The Old Testament speaks frequently and with great tenderness about God’s mercy. Yet, it was 
Jesus, who through His words and actions, revealed to us in an extraordinary way, God as a 
loving Father, rich in mercy and abounding in great kindness and love. In Jesus’ merciful love 
and care for the poor, the oppressed, the sick and the sinful, and especially in His freely choosing 
to take upon Himself the punishment for our sins (a truly horrible suffering and death on the 
Cross), so that all may be freed from destructive consequences and death, He manifested in a 
superabundant and radical way the greatness of God’s love and mercy for humanity. In His 
person as God-Man, one in being with the Father, Jesus both reveals and is God’s Love and 
Mercy Itself. 
 
The message of God’s Love and Mercy is especially made known by the Gospels. 
The good news revealed through Jesus Christ is that God’s love for each person knows no 
bounds, and no sin or infidelity, no matter how horrible, will separate us from God and His love 
when we turn to Him in confidence, and seek his mercy. God’s will is our salvation. He has done 
all on our behalf, but since He made us free, He invites us to choose Him and partake of His 
divine life.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Experience the Passion of our Lord with the 
youth of Good Shepherd parish. 




Since 1993, hundreds of parish youth and young adults have dedicated themselves to making this  
presentation a meaningful and moving experience for all who come to witness it.  In this, our 30th year,  

we invite your youth groups and church members to join us at any of the following performances to  
share in this unique way of reliving Christ's passion. 



Sunday, March 26th – 7:00 PM – Opening Performance (with informal reception following) 
Saturday, April 1st – 7:00 PM 

Palm Sunday, April 2nd – 5:30 PM 
Holy Wednesday, April 5th – 6:00 PM 

Good Friday, April 7th – 7:30 PM (with veneration of the Cross) 
 


 

Good Shepherd Church, 3200 Harbor St., Pittsburg 





17th Annual 

St. Joseph’s Celebration  

March 18, 2023 

St. Ignatius of Antioch 







 

YLI BUNCO 

Monday April 24, 2023 

Where: Most Holy Church in Father Vicente Dominican Hall 

1313 A Street 

$20.00 per player 

Doors Open 5:30pm 

Light Buffet will begin at 6PM 

Serving luncheon meats w/ dinner rolls, salads, cookies, coffee/punch 

Bunco will start at 7PM 

Cash prizes awarded 

Lots of Raffle Prizes 

RESERVATIONS ARE ENCOURAGED 

Invite Family, friends & neighbors 

IF YOU’VE NEVER PLAYED, WE WILL TEACH YOU! IT’S EASY AND LOTS OF FUN! 

Please complete and return with payment.  Make your check payable to: 

Antioch YLI #101 and mail to Yolanda Lord, 14 Sweetwater Ct., Oakley, CA 94561 or 

contact her at 415-990-6537 cell 

Please include players first and last name below: 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 
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