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Article Submitted by Rev. William Wagner, 
Pastor 
 

Lent will soon be here again. It is the 
forty day preparation for the Paschal 
Triduum (Holy Thursday, Good Friday and Easter). The 

forty days are counted from the First Sunday of Lent 
through Holy Thursday. The four days between Ash 

Wednesday and the First Sunday are an introduction to 
the season and the readings for the Masses on those 
days concern prayer, fasting and almsgiving. The forty 

days remind us of the forty day flood which Noah 
survived in the ark. Evil was drowned and the earth 
cleansed like new. They also remind us of the forty 

years in the desert God’s people spent on the way to the 
Promised Land. Moses, Elijah and Jesus all fasted for 

forty days in preparation of fulfilling God’s work for them. 
 

Lent is a spiritual journey. We should arrive at Easter in 
a different spiritual place than when we started. We will 
have grown in holiness and in our commitment to our 
faith. The discipline for our journey of faith is prayer, 

fasting and almsgiving. Actually, these are good for us 
throughout the entire year, not just Lent. We are 
encouraged to take our Lenten journey seriously. 

 

Our Lenten journey is made by the entire church as we 
recall the demands of Baptism. Together as God’s holy 
people we all give witness to our faith commitment. And 
so together we pray, fast and share what we have with 

the poor among us. 
 

Penance is a hallmark of our Christianity. To complete 
the journey to Easter means leaving sin behind and 

atoning for a sinful world. On Ash Wednesday and Good 
Friday we fast and abstain from meat and on the other 

Fridays of Lent we abstain from eating meat as a sign of 
our willingness to turn away from sin and embrace a life 
of holiness. Fasting means only a single full meal on 

those days and smaller meals for the others. The 
law of abstinence binds everyone 14 years and 

older. The law of fasting binds all Catholics from 
their 18th birthday until their 59th birthday. 

 

To demonstrate the seriousness of the Lenten 
penitential discipline, we should tone down the “party 

spirit” to develop an atmosphere for penance. The 

The St. Thomas More Faith Community would like to 
THANK the Bing Robinson Family for stringing the 
lights on our evergreen trees in the front of church 
every Christmas season. Each year the Robinson 

family stings the lights on our trees and each year it 
gets bigger and better! A big THANK YOU from all of 

us at St. Thomas More!! 

 

ST. THOMAS MORE’S FISH FRY IS BACK!! 
 

Join us on FRIDAYS: March 8,15, 22, 29, 
April 5, and 12 for our famous BOY SCOUT SPONSORED 
FISH FRY! (Not open on Ash Wednesday or Good Friday) 

HOURS: 5:00 pm – 7:30 pm 
 

DINE-IN SERVICE: Enjoy Fried or Baked Fish, Cheese 
Pizza, Grilled Cheese, Mac 'n Cheese, Multiple Side 
Choices, Desserts, and Drinks. CARRY-OUT SERVICE 

ALSO AVAILABLE. See our Website for more 
Information. 

parish should not be sponsoring dances, parties and the 
like during Lent. The parish does present more 

opportunities for the sacrament of reconciliation and 
devotions like Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and 

the Way of the Cross. 

On January 19, 2019 
St. Thomas More held 

our 1st annual 
WinterFest! It was a 
huge success with 

excellent food, casino games, gift baskets, great music 
and a lot of fun! Many thanks to all those who 

volunteered their time, gifts items and support of our 1st 
annual WinterFest! We look forward to next years 

WinterFest, brought to you by some of the same folks 
that have helped organize the 2018 JulyFest, Cincy 

Magazine's "Best of the East"!!! JulyFest! 



As I See It 
  

Deacon Michael Thomas,  
Pastoral Associate 
  

A CONTINUING OPPROTUNITY For 
Lenten PRAYER 

“Will you not watch on hour with me?” 
 

For the past eighteen years each week 
there is an allotted portion of time set aside 
in our Church for those who wish to come 
and spend some time in the presence of 
our Lord, present in the Blessed Sacrament. 
Along with our acts of service this is how the 
Lord himself keeps his promise “to be with us 
always.” In the General Introduction to, Holy 
Communion and Worship of the Eucharist 
outside Mass we read, “Once the sacrifice is 
offered and while the Eucharist is reserved in 
churches and oratories, He is truly Emanuel, 
God with us. He is in our midst day and night; 
full of grace and truth, He dwells among 
us.” (#3) 
 

Lent is a special time of prayer, it is a time 
to fast and pray. For the past eleven years 
we have set Friday as the day in which we, 
in a special way adore, Jesus, present in 
the Blessed Sacrament, placed on the altar 
in a special container called a monstrance. 
Each Friday members of our parish 
community, most of whom are retired, come 
and spend an hour in presence of our Divine 
Master. This special time concludes each 
Friday at 3:15 pm with a special Eucharistic 
Blessing, called Benediction of the Blessed 
Sacrament.  
 

Beginning Friday March 8, the first 
Friday in Lent, we are going to extend 
the time of Adoration until 7:30 pm. Once 
again this Lent, as is our tradition, we will 
have the Way of the Cross and conclude 
with Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament.   
 

When the Blessed Sacrament is exposed 
on the Altar, it is the tradition of the Church 
that someone is always present. For this 
reason beginning the weekend of February 
23 and 24, a sign-up sheet will be placed in 
the main vestibule so that members of the 
community can sign up to be here in prayer 
for an hour throughout the day. This is a 
wonderful form of family and personal prayer.   
 

The Church calls each of us during the 
Season of Lent to fast and pray. In this spirit, 
let us also heed the invitation of Jesus to his 
disciples of long ago, “Can you not watch 
one hour with me?” 

           ST. VINCENT DE PAUL 
 

Our St. Vincent de Paul Ministry was 
established on July 17, 1963. We have been 
assisting those in need for over 55 years. With 

the help of our generous parishioners we are able to assist 
those in need.  
 

Our fiscal year ended on September 30, 2018. Our receipts for the year 
totaled $23,272. Our disbursements totaled $22,403. We made 275 home 
visits with 1,100 people (including adults and children) helped. For food, 
clothing and furniture vouchers, we distributed 695 items. 
 

St. Joseph Conference in West Union is the only SVDP Ministry in all of 
Adams County, one of the poorest counties in Ohio. When possible, we 
twin with monetary help and food. Their need is great. Also, we include 
them in our Giving Tree. Last year we were able to help with donations 
totaling $1,950 and 100 bags of food. 
 

On behalf of all our members, thank you for all your support and 
generosity. May God bless you abundantly!  
 

~ Article submitted by Bob Guenther 



 LENTEN SCHEDULE  
  

                         MARCH    
         

Wednesday 6     Ash Wednesday     

             Masses - 8:30 am (School Mass), 12:15 & 7:30 pm   
                                                   Distribution of Ashes at all Masses  
                                                              (day of fast and abstinence ~ no meat)   

         

Friday 8        Adoration with Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
                                                        begins after the 8:30 am Mass   

             Fish Fry - 5:00 -7:30 pm in the Parish Dining Hall  

             Way of the Cross & Benediction - 7:30 pm in Church  
         

Sunday 10     RCIA Rite of Sending - 12:00 pm Mass   

         

Friday 15      Adoration with Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
                                                      begins after the 8:30 am Mass   
             Fish Fry - 5:00 -7:30 pm in the Parish Dining Hall  

             Way of the Cross & Benediction - 7:30 pm in Church 

         

Sunday 17       RCIA Penitential Rite - 12:00 pm Mass 

 

Tuesday 19      “The Light Is On” - 7:00 - 9:00 pm ~ Church and Confessionals open, two priests will be present 

 

Wednesday 20   Monthly Rosary – 6:30 pm in Church 

         

Friday 22       Adoration with Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
                           begins after the 8:30 am Mass   
             Fish Fry - 5:00 -7:30 pm in the Parish Dining Hall  
             Way of the Cross & Benediction - 7:30 pm in Church  

        

Sunday 24    RCIA First Scrutiny - 8:00 am Mass 

 

Friday 29     Adoration with Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
                           begins after the 8:30 am Mass   
             Fish Fry - 5:00 -7:30 pm in the Parish Dining Hall  

             Way of the Cross & Benediction - 7:30 pm in Church 
 

Sunday 31      RCIA Second Scrutiny - 10:00 am Mass 

 

 APRIL 

 

Tuesday 2       Lenten Reconciliation Service with St. Bernadette at St. Thomas More 7:00 pm  

          
 

                              Rules for Fasting/Abstinence 
 

Fasting: Catholics between the ages of 18-59 are obligated to fast 
(1 single full meal) on Ash Wednesday & Good Friday. 

 
Abstinence: All Catholics 14 years and older must abstain from 

meat on Ash Wednesday and all Fridays in Lent. 

OVER - Holy Week Schedule on back 



Friday  5       Adoration with Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
                           begins after the 8:30 am Mass  
                                     Fish Fry - 5:00 -7:30 pm in the Parish Dining Hall 

                                     Way of the Cross & Benediction - 7:30 pm in Church 

 

 Sunday 7      RCIA Third Scrutiny - 12:00 pm Mass 

          

Friday 12      Adoration with Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
                                                       begins after the 8:30 am Mass   

             Fish Fry - 5:00 -7:30 pm in the Parish Dining Hall  

             Way of the Cross & Benediction - 7:30 pm in Church 

                                 

                         HOLY WEEK  
 

Sunday     14     Palm Sunday 

 

Tuesday    16     Chrism Mass – 7:00 pm at St. Peter in Chains Cathedral 

         

Thursday   18      Holy Thursday – Mass of the Lord’s Supper – 7:30 pm includes: 

                                                    Presentation of Holy Oils & Washing of Feet 
                                                                            (no 8:30 am Mass) 

                                     Adoration – Chapel of Repose in the Library ~ 9:00 - 11:00 pm   

         

Friday      19      Good Friday – Liturgies – 1:00 & 7:00 pm 
                                     (no 8:30 am Mass/day of fast and abstinence ~ no meat)   

            Parish Office Closed  

 

              The beginning of the Novena of Divine Mercy will take place in Church 

                       immediately after the 1:00 pm Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion.  

         

Saturday   20      EASTER VIGIL – 9:00 pm    (No Confessions or 4:00 pm Mass)     

                       

  Sunday     21        EASTER MASSES – 8:00 am, 10:00 am & 12:00 pm 

 

  Monday    22       Parish Office Closed – NO COMMUNION SERVICE                       

 

 

   

 

“My Father, if it is possible, 
let this cup pass me by. Still 
let it be as you would have it, 

not as I.” 

             

Matthew 26:39  

 



2019 ENVELOPES AND CALENDARS 
 

The 2019 Contribution Envelopes have been 
moved to the Parish Office. We will not be mailing 

envelopes as the price to mail them is more than the cost to 
print them. Please call the Parish Office at 753-2541 if you 
wish to make arrangements to pick them up. Thank you! 

If you have left the parish and 
are still receiving St. Thomas 

More publications or 
information by mail, would you be so kind as to call the Parish 

Office at 753-2541 to let us know that you are no longer 
attending and would like to be marked inactive. This would 
help defray some of the cost to the parish to send out these 

publications and church information. Thank You!  

The 2019 St. Thomas More JulyFest planning is underway! 
Want to get involved in the "Best Festival on the Eastside"? 
Become a JulyFest Area Chair!!! Benefits are: 
  
  

Have input on how to make our JulyFest even 
better! 
Unlimited planning fun!  
Total awesomeness! 
  

So...what are you waiting for??? Step up TODAY! 
  

Contact Linda Caskey at lcaskey3925@icloud.com or Jim 
Rivard at jamesrivard@fuse.net. 

                        MUSIC MINISTRY 
The music ministry program at St. Thomas 
More continues to be an active program within 
our parish. Many churches only have one 
adult choir or ensemble, where we have three. 
We also have a growing children’s choir, who 
lead their fellow students in song at the school Masses. 
 

OUR VOLUNTEERS 
Our music ministry wouldn’t be what it is today without the 
numerous volunteers in our choirs and ensembles. I am 
very grateful to have so many welcoming, kind, talented 
singers and musicians involved in this ministry. That being 
said, we are always looking for new choir members! I am 
looking for male or female singers to be a part of our 
Saturday evening guitar ensemble. Practice is held on the 
first and third Wednesdays of each month at 7:15 pm in 
church (excluding summer). I am also looking for members 
to join our Teen-Adult Choir (10:00 am choir). I am 
particularly in need of men in this choir, as the men are 
usually outnumbered at least three to one. This choir 
rehearses every Thursday evening at 6:30 pm in church, 
except for the third Thursday of each month. Lastly, I am 
looking for men and women to join our gospel choir for the 
noon Masses…must be willing to sing harmonies! If you 
haven’t sung harmonies, that is okay. I will teach you. This 
choir rehearses on Thursdays at 8:30 pm, except the third 
Thursday of each month. 
 

Recent Changes 
In the last “More About Us” publication I shared the changes 
that I have made in the music at the different Masses. While 
our noon Mass has taken on a more contemporary feel, I 
neglected to offer anything more traditional. I pride myself in 
having a balance in the music, without going too far back in 
traditions or exploring extremes in contemporary music. The 

8:00 am Mass is now using a new service music that is more 
“chant-like.” The Mass setting is in English, and although it isn’t 
in a Gregorian chant style, it is very simple and easy to sing 
along with. The 8:00 am Mass music is led primarily on the 
organ as well. This is all in the hopes of better serving the 
community of St. Thomas More as a whole, and to reach 
the many individuals in our parish more personally through 
music. 
 

Important Upcoming Changes 
As we enter into the liturgical season of Lent, the music will 
take a step back as well. Lent is a great time for us all to 
reflect on our relationship with Jesus, to quiet the “noise” in 
our lives so we can better focus on what is important. Lent is 
a time of deep prayer as a community, and an opportunity 
for each of us to individually grow closer to the Lord in 
prayer. For our 8:00 am and 10:00 am Masses, we will bring 
back the Latin chant that we have been using the last two 
years, led only by voice with no organ or piano. The 4:00 pm 
and noon Masses will not be using the Latin chant this year. 
We will be using a Mass setting that is based on the familiar 
tune “Let All Mortal Flesh.” When we reach the Easter 
season, all Masses will use the Mass of Redemption, which 
was introduced to our parish this past Christmas. 
 

Thank you for your support as always, and I hope to see 
more of you in our various choirs and ensembles. Although 
many people tell me they can’t sing, what I can hear from 
the choir loft tells me another story. Even if you can’t join 
the choirs for any reason, continue to sing from the pews, 
as singing and participating in the music is an important 
part of Mass. All of our choirs, ensembles, and soloists are 
all here to lead our congregation in song, not to perform to 
you. Again, thank you for your support, and your continued 
participation in the liturgy.  

~ Douglas. J. Stegeman 
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SCHOOL NEWS 
Article submitted by Candace Hurley, Principle 
 

It’s been a fast year at St. Thomas More School. 
Our students have engaged in a variety of 
learning opportunities from creating personal rosary folders, 
prayer journals, stem activities, “book tastings”, participating in 
an authentic Medieval Christmas Feast, service projects for St. 
Vincent de Paul – just to name a few. Our students gain a well-
rounded education with an emphasis on Christ centered 
values and academic excellence each and every day.   
 

St. Thomas More also has a wonderful Preschool program that 
is second to none – including a full day Pre-K option for 
students who would be going into kindergarten the following 
year. Full day Pre-K students can also attend our latchkey 
program as well. The Preschool is currently working hard to 
submit our application for the Step Up to Quality rating.   
 

Summer latchkey is also a favorite of our students and parents. 
This valuable program offers full day care for entering Pre-K 
students through exiting 8th grade. The program provides 
structured activities including outdoor play, games and crafts, 
as well as time for reading and review of academic skills and a 
field trip each week. You do not need to attend STM School to 
take advantage of our summer latchkey program. Contact 
Angela Holtgrefe at aholtgrefe@sttmschool.org for more 
information or call the school office at 753-2540. 
 

STM is also a provider of the EdChoice Expansion Scholarship 
Program. This is an income based program in which tuition is 
paid for by the state for students in K-6 for 2019-2020. (Each 
year the scholarship adds a grade level.) Check out our 
website, www.sttmschool.org to find out if you might qualify for 
free tuition. 

Want to find out more about our St. Thomas More School?  
Go to www.sttmschool.org for more information or call the 
school office at 513-753-2540 to arrange for your personal 
tour. We are now accepting registrations for the 2018-2019 
school year. Come find out why our school is . . . More Than 
You Can Imagine! 

 

 

1ST PICTURE - 6th grade Medieval Christmas Feast 
2ND PICTURE - 3rd grade & kindergarten with lunches they   
                       prepared for SVDP to give to the homeless 

3RD PICTURE - Joe Esposito - 1st place & Danica Burt runner  
up in National Geographic GeoBee 


