
More About UsMore About Us  

2019 Fall Edition 

ADVENT IS 
COMING!! 

 

Advent is a special 
time in the Church’s 

calendar. This is when 
Catholics prepare for 
the coming of Christ 

and the celebration of 
His birth on earth! It is 
a tradition for families 
to light a candle on 

their Advent Wreath each week marking the four 
Sundays of preparation for Christmas. Make sure 

you are ready for the first Sunday of Advent, 
which is December 1st. 

CYCLE A ~ The 1st Sunday of 
Advent begins the  
Liturgical Cycle A. 

 
In the Year A in the Catholic 

Church’s lectionary of Scripture 
readings for Mass, the Gospel 

passage almost every Sunday is 
taken from St. Matthew. 

 

In the New Testament we meet St. Matthew only 
indirectly through the Gospel that bears his 

name. Matthew’s Gospel is one of the longest 
books in the New Testament and has exercised 

great influence in Christian life over the 
centuries. It has even been called the most 

important book ever written. 



Parish Update 
With the very wet spring this 

year, we recently discovered 

that the rectory has 

developed a mold problem. 

This presents a potential 

health issue for our pastor. In 

order to eliminate the mold , 

we need to seal up the crawl 

space and clean up the mold in the house. The cost will 

be over $11,000. If you would like to contribute to the 

project to eliminate the mold, please contact the 

business manager: Dick Berish at 513-753-2543.  BBAPTISMALAPTISMAL  PPREPREP  CCLASSLASS    
 

If you are anticipating having your child 
initiated into our Catholic community 
through the Sacrament of Baptism, you 
will need to have participated in a 
baptismal preparation program. Our 
next scheduled baptismal preparation 
class will be held on Sunday, December 
8 at 1:15 pm in the Faith Formation Room. Please call 
the parish office to register ~ 753-2550. 

If you have left the parish and 
are still receiving St. Thomas 
More publications or information 
by mail, would you be so kind as 
to call the Parish Office at 753-

2541 to let us know that you are no longer attending 
and would like to be marked inactive. This would help 
defray some of the cost to the parish to send out these 
publications and church information. Thank You!  

UPCOMING VIRTUS 
CLASS  

 

The next VIRTUS class will 
be on Tuesday, December 9, 

2019 at 6:30 pm at St. Thomas More in the Parish 
Dining Hall. To register for this class, go to https:// 

www.virtusonline.org.  

In light or our huge 
2019 JulyFest success, 

our 2020 JulyFest 
Committee is looking 
for volunteers to fill 

some vital positions: 
Sponsorship Chair and Bid N Buy 

Chair. If you are interested is joining this 
amazing committee, please contact Jim 
Rivard, 2020 STM JulyFest Co-Chair at 
513-503-7249 - jamesrivard@fuse.net 
or Linda Caskey, 2020 STM JulyFest 

Co-Chair at 513-309-8447 - 
lcaskey3925@icloud.com. Thank you! 

Comboni Missionaries  
72nd Annual Nativity Experience  

December 14 @ 6:00 pm through 
December 30 @ 9:00 pm 

mailto:lcaskey3925@icloud.com


Dear Parishioner, 
  
The first Christmas surely marks a turning point in the history of the 
world. God has visited his people! He has come to stay! The Advent 
season prepares us for the great feast of the Incarnation. 
  
 Just as Abraham, Moses, the Prophets and Kings prepared Israel to 
know its God, so the Church’s liturgy assists us to celebrate the reality of 
the Lord’s presence among us. Not only that, we are urged to look 
forward and be ready for Christ’s coming to us at the end of time. That’s 
why we schedule a Penance Service in Advent. We need to be spiritually 
ready to welcome Christ into our hearts and not just “culturally” ready 
with gifts, decorations and parties. 
  
It is my prayer that all our parishioners will know the real reason for 
the season and put the Lord first. 
  
Have a blessed Christmas and a New Year filled with Hope! 
  
Yours in Christ, 
    
  
Rev. William C. Wagner, 
Pastor 
& St. Thomas More Parish 
Staff 

  

  

(see other side for Holiday Schedule)
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Thurs - Nov 28  Thanksgiving Day - 10:00 am Mass  
    Parish Office Closed 
 

Fri - Nov 29   Mass - 8:30 am      
                      No Adoration 
                                    Parish Office Closed 
 

Mon -  Dec 9           Solemnity of the Immaculate   
             Conception - not a Holy Day of   
             Obligation - Mass 8:30 am                                    
 

Tues  - Dec 10  Parish Advent Reconciliation    
    with St. Bernadette at  
    St. Thomas More - 7:00 pm 
 

Tues -  Dec 24  Christmas Vigil - Masses  
    3:00 & 5:00 pm 
    Parish Office Closed 
 

Wed - Dec 25           Christmas Masses   
                                        Midnight & 10:00 am  
    Parish Office Closed 
 

Thurs - Dec 26  Mass - 8:30 am 
    Parish Office Closed 
 

Fri - Dec 27   Mass - 8:30 am 
    No Adoration 
 

        

Tues - Dec 31  Mass - 8:30 am (doesn’t count for Holy Day) 
    Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 
    Holy Day of Obligation  
    Vigil Mass - 5:00 pm  
    Parish Office Closed 
 

Wed - Jan 1  Holy Mary, Mother of God 
    Holy Day of Obligation  
    Mass 10:00 am 
                                    Parish Office Closed 



The summer has shown us many changes in the 
choir loft. After a constant uphill battle with repairs 
of the pipe organ, we came to the realization that 
we have hit the point of needing an organ rebuild. 
With the cost of a full rebuild being in the 
hundreds of thousands of dollars, and with the 
overall state of the choir loft, the decision was 
made to remove the existing pipe organ. The 
useable pipes from the pipe organ are now in 
storage, until a later date when funds may be 
available to go toward replacing and rebuilding 
the old organ. 
 

With the removal of the pipes, we then turned our 
attention to the floor, which was in really rough 
condition. A new floor has been installed, and the 
entire choir loft has a completely new layout. With 
our growing ministry, it was hard to fit our choirs 
into the corner they were standing in before. Now, 

we have seating for 24 (instead of 14), with the ability to add 12 more chairs! 
  

After the floor was installed, an interim organ was purchased and shipped in from Columbus. The organ is installed 
and is already being used. The organ also came with a dolly, so as to make moving it easier and safer when 
necessary. We also purchased a new dolly for the piano, to help protect our new floor. 
 

After the floor and organ installation, we turned our focus to the sound system of the church. With the constant 
problems with the wireless microphone system, a permanent microphone was installed at the Presider's chair. The 
sound system has also been serviced, and volume adjustments were made to even out the sound through church. 
 

Now we turn our attention toward the new church year, which begins with the first Sunday of Advent. The various 
choirs and groups are beginning to prepare for Advent and Christmas. If you or someone you know is interested in 
joining one or more of our various music ministry programs, this is a great time of year to join! E-mails can be sent 
to dstegeman@sttm.org. 
 

Douglas J. Stegeman 

Contribution envelopes and Calendars for 2020 have been ordered. The envelope boxes and 

calendars will be available for pickup in the Parish Dining Hall the weekend of November 16 and 17. 

The envelopes boxes that are not picked up will be stored on the tables outside the Fr. Wack Library 

for several weeks following the pickup weekend or you may call the parish office to make arrangements 

to pick them up. Please note that due to the high cost of postage, we will not be mailing the envelope 

boxes that are not picked up. 
 

Envelopes are ordered for active parishioners who are contributing to the parish. The contribution envelopes are used 

to record donations and Mass attendance. Mass attendance is recorded even if there is no donation. In case you are 

unaware, many churches now require a signed form from the pastor to verify that a parishioner wishing to be a 

sponsor or godparent has been baptized, confirmed and is a practicing Catholic in good standing with the Church. If 

we have no record of Mass attendance and do not know you personally, we are not able to verify that you attend 

Mass regularly and are practicing the faith. 
 

If you contribute electronically and do not wish to receive envelopes or if you are no longer a parishioner, please notify 

the parish office to save the cost of ordering them for you. If you do not have envelopes but would like to receive 

them, please contact the parish office at 753-2541. 
 

Thank you very much for your continued support of St. Thomas More Parish! 
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BLESSING BAGS FOR SVDP 
 

STM’s 8th Grade Volleyball 
Team put together 16 Blessing 
Bags to pass out to those in 
need that stop by the Parish 
Office.  
 

The bags not only contained 
food, toiletries and other items 
for the needy, but also a note 
each girl wrote, which read: 
 

YOU MATTER. 
YOU ARE NOT FORGOTTEN. 
WE ARE PRAYING FOR YOU. 

 

       Fundraising  
 

        WHILE YOU Shop  
 

Did you know that you can help raise 
money for our school simply by 
purchasing gift cards? Scrip fundraising 
allows you to purchase gift cards from your organization 
at face value, and your Scrip Coordinator orders those 
cards from Great Lakes Scrip Center at a reduced rate. 
The difference is an instant rebate to the school. We 
currently have 100’s of gift cards for your favorite 
retailers on hand. For questions, or to place an order 
today, please reach out to the PTO Scrip Coordinator, 
Courtney Gutierrez at courtmarieg@gmail.com.  


