
Once again, the St. Thomas More Faith Community 
would like to THANK the Bing Robinson Family for 
stringing the lights on our evergreen trees in the front 
of church every Christmas season. Each year the 
Robinson family strings the lights on our trees and 
each year it gets bigger and better! A big THANK 
YOU from all of us at St. Thomas More!! 

 

On January 18, 2020 St. 
Thomas More held our 
2nd annual WinterFest, 
with excellent food, casino 

games, gift baskets, great music and a lot of 
fun! Many thanks to all those who volunteered their time, 
gifts items and support of our 2nd annual WinterFest! 
We look forward to next years WinterFest, brought to 
you by some of the same folks that have helped 
organize the 2019 JulyFest, Cincy Magazine's "Best of 
the East - 2018" JulyFest! 

SACRAMENT OF 
RECONCILIATION 
Submitted by Fr. Bill Wagner, 
Pastor 
 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation, most 
commonly known as Confession, is also 
properly called the Sacrament of Conversion 
“because it makes sacramentally present Jesus’ call to 
conversion, the first step in returning to the Father from 
whom one has strayed by sin.” (Catechism of the Catholic 
Church #1423). The inclination to sin (concupiscence) 
remains in each one of us. Only with the help of the Holy 
Spirit can we be victorious over this weakness. But this is 
a lifelong task. Conversion is a daily need in our lives and 
demands serious and constant diligence.  
 

The grace of this sacrament is a special gift we should 
not take for granted. Prayer and meditation are essential 
means of our cooperation with the Holy Spirit. The victory 
over sin is never a passive victory but one demanding our 
full attention and sincere effort. 
 

During Lent we have many opportunities to participate in 
this sacrament. Besides Confessions every Saturday at 
three o’clock, there is scheduled a Communal Penance 
Service at St. Bernadette on Tuesday, March 10 at 
7:00 pm. THE LIGHT IS ON program will be on Tuesday, 
March 24th, when we will hear Confessions between 
7:00 and 9:00 pm. One could also drop by Church when 
we are hearing school confessions. 
 

The Sacrament of the Eucharist is a sign of our unity in 
Christ but it almost seems like it is becoming an exercise 
in disunity. Some are implementing their own rituals when 
receiving Holy Communion during Mass. One of the 
practices occurring more frequently is the practice of 
receiving Holy Communion without the response 
“AMEN”. When receiving Communion in the hand or on 
the tongue a significant number of people no longer 
respond with the AMEN required by the ritual. The official 
Roman Missal states “The priest raises a host slightly and 
shows it to each of the communicants, saying: The Body 
of Christ, the communicant replies Amen, and receives 
Holy Communion. Likewise when receiving the Precious 
Blood. This is not optional but an integral part of the rite. 
The great St. Ambrose, Bishop of Milan in the fourth 
century, wrote Therefore you say not casually, “Amen,” 
already confessing in the spirit that you are receiving the 
Body of Christ. For when you beg, the priest says to you, 

“The Body of Christ,” and you say “Amen,” that is, “It is 
true.” What the tongue confesses the heart holds. His 
famous student, St. Augustine, knew of this formula. He 
explained St. Paul’s affirmation that the Corinthians are 
the Body of Christ, members of it. “If therefore you are the 
Body of Christ and members, your mystery has been 
placed on the Lord’s table; you are receiving your 
mystery. To that which you are, you answer, ‘Amen,’ and 
by responding you agree. For you hear ‘The Body of 
Christ,’ and you respond ‘Amen.’ Be a member of the 
Body of Christ, so that your ‘Amen’ may be true.” 
 

In 1964, Pope St. Paul VI restored this very ancient 
practice to the liturgy of the universal church. Some 
people have been attending Tridentine Latin masses held 
in various places in the Archdiocese. It must be 
remembered that we do not celebrate the Tridentine 
masses here at St. Thomas More. It is not a correct 
practice to insert Tridentine practice into a non-Tridentine 
liturgy. It becomes an abuse of both rites. 



“TEN TOOLS TO HELP US 
ON OUR SPIRITUAL 

JOURNEY” 
 

Philosophical questions have been 
asked through all times and places. Who are we? Why 

are we here? What’s the purpose of life? 
 

As Catholics, we have the definitive answer:  We were 
created to know, love and serve God in this life so as to 

be happy with Him in heaven. Put in other words, we 
were created to praise God, reverence God, serve Him 

and by means of this, save our soul. The spiritual 
journey is often confusing and perilous at times, but 

Jesus taught us that the road is narrow and few there 
are who find it! Well let’s find it together right here at St. 
Thomas More, the community God has gifted us with!  
Many saints and gifted authors have given us tools we 
can use to save our souls. Here are wise words from 

notable saints: 
 

1. PRAYER. St. Alphonsus Liguori tells us that  “Without 
prayer we have neither light nor strength to advance in 

the way which leads to God.”   
 

2. SIN. Our mortal enemy number one is  SIN. “We are 
convinced, that this sin [willful ignorance and 

indifference] alone causes the loss of more souls than 
all the other sins together, because he who is ignorant 
does not realize the harm he does by his sin, nor the 
great good he thus forfeits. “-  St. Jean Marie Baptiste 

Vianney, the Cure of Ars  
 

3. CONFESSION. “In the life of the body a man is 
sometimes sick, and unless he takes medicine, he will 

die. Even so in the spiritual life a man is sick on account 
of sin. For that reason he needs medicine so that he 

may be restored to health; and this grace is bestowed in 
the Sacrament of Penance.” -St. Thomas Aquinas  

 

4. MERCY AND FORGIVENESS. “Extend your mercy 
towards others, so that there can be no one in need 

whom you meet without helping. For what hope is there 
for us if God should withdraw His Mercy from us?” --

Saint Vincent de Paul  
 

5. PERMANENT FORMATION. As followers of Christ, 
we must make a concerted effort to grow in knowledge 
of our faith through study. “A scrap of knowledge about 

sublime things is worth more than any amount about 
trivialities.” –St. Thomas Aquinas  

 

6. DAILY OBLIGATION DONE WELL.  “Jesus, help me 
to simplify my life by learning what you want me to be 

and becoming that person.” St. Therese of Lisieux 
 

7. OUR TONGUE AND WORDS.   “After seeing how 
many people waste their lives, their whole lives (tongues 

wagging, wagging, wagging, and all the inevitable 
consequences), silence seems preferable to me, and 

more necessary than ever. And I well understand, Lord, 
why we have to give an account of all our idle words.” 

St. Josemaría Escrivá 
 

8. PENANCE. “If you have the courage to imitate Mary 
Magdalene in her sins, have the courage to imitate her 

penance!” - St. Padre Pio  
 

9. MASS AND HOLY COMMUNION. “Sunday is the 
property of our good God; it is His own day, the Lord's 
day. He made all the days of the week: He might have 
kept them all; He has given you six, and has reserved 
only the seventh for Himself. What rights have you to 
meddle with what does not belong to you? You know 
very well that stolen goods never bring any profit. Nor 

will the day that you steal from Our Lord profit you 
either.” St. Jean Marie Baptiste Vianney, the Cure of Ars 

 

10. MARY AND THE HOLY ROSARY. “Prayer is 
powerful beyond limits when we turn to the Immaculata, 
who is Queen even of God's heart.” - Saint Maximilian 

Kolbe 
 

REMINDER: During the Season of Lent faith formation 
is a perfect opportune time  to choose to study more 
about our faith. The Faith Formation section of our 

website can be found at www.sttmformation.org. Please 
check it often for many ways to grow in our faith. 

Especially look for the Parish Wide Study we will be 
offering on Jesus: The Way, The Truth and The Life. 

Make sure we have your correct email address so you 
can receive notices about these faith opportunities. 

Send to bready@sttm.org. In the meantime, may you 
follow these ten tools to discover who we are, why we 

are here and what our purpose in life is!! God bless you!!  

As I See It 
  

Deacon Michael Thomas,  
Pastoral Associate 
 

A CONTINUING OPPORTUNITY FOR LENTEN PRAYER 
“Will you not watch on hour with me?” 

 

For the past seventeen years each week there is an 
allotted portion of time set aside in our Church for those 
who wish to come and spend some time in the presence 
of our Lord, present in the Blessed Sacrament. Along 
with our acts of service, this is how the Lord Himself 
keeps His promise “to be with us always.” In the General 
Introduction to Holy Communion and Worship of the 
Eucharist outside Mass we read, “Once the sacrifice is 
offered and while the Eucharist is reserved in churches 
and oratories, He is truly Emanuel, God with us. He is in 
our midst day and night; full of grace and truth, He 
dwells among us.” (#3) 
 

Lent is a special time of prayer. It is a time to fast and 
pray. For the past eleven years we have set Friday as 
the day in which we, in a special way, adore Jesus 
present in the Blessed Sacrament, placed on the altar in 
a special container called a monstrance. Each Friday 
members of our parish community, most of who are 
retired, come and spend an hour in presence of our 
Divine Master. This special time begins right after the 
8:30 am Mass and concludes each Friday at 3:15 pm 
with a special Eucharistic Blessing, called Benediction of 
the Blessed Sacrament.  
 

Beginning Friday, February 28, the first Friday in 
Lent, we are going to extend the time of adoration 
until 7:30 pm. Once again this Lent, as is our tradition, 
we will have the Stations of the Cross and conclude with 
Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament.   
 

When the Blessed Sacrament is exposed on the Altar, it 
is the tradition of the Church to have someone present 
when the Blessed Sacrament is exposed. For this 
reason beginning the weekend of February 8th and 9th, 
a sign-up sheet will be placed in the main vestibule so 
that members of the community can sign up to be here 
in prayer for an hour throughout the day. This is a 
wonderful form of family and personal prayer.   
 

The Church calls each of us during the Season of Lent 
to fast and pray. In this spirit, let us also heed the 
invitation of Jesus to his disciples of long ago, “Can you 
not watch one hour with me?” 



 LENTEN SCHEDULE  
  

                        FEBRUARY    
         

Wednesday 26    Ash Wednesday     

             Masses - 8:30 am (School Mass), 12:15 & 7:30 pm   
                                                   Distribution of Ashes at all Masses  
                                                              (day of fast and abstinence ~ no meat)   

         

Friday 28     Adoration with Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
                                                        begins after the 8:30 am Mass   

             Fish Fry - 5:00 -7:30 pm in the Parish Dining Hall  
             Way of the Cross & Benediction - 7:30 pm in Church 
 

 MARCH  

         

Sunday 1      RCIA Rite of Sending - 12:00 pm Mass   

         

Friday 6        Adoration with Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
                                                      begins after the 8:30 am Mass   
             Fish Fry - 5:00 -7:30 pm in the Parish Dining Hall  

             Way of the Cross & Benediction - 7:30 pm in Church 

         

Sunday 8        RCIA Penitential Rite - 12:00 pm Mass 

 

 Tuesday    10       Lenten Reconciliation Service with St. Bernadette at St. Bernadette - 7:00 pm   

Friday 13       Adoration with Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
                           begins after the 8:30 am Mass   
             Fish Fry - 5:00 -7:30 pm in the Parish Dining Hall  
             Way of the Cross & Benediction - 7:30 pm in Church  

        

Sunday 15    RCIA First Scrutiny - 8:00 am Mass 

 

Wednesday 18    Monthly Rosary - 6:30 pm 

 

Friday 20     Adoration with Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
                           begins after the 8:30 am Mass   
             Fish Fry - 5:00 -7:30 pm in the Parish Dining Hall  

             Way of the Cross & Benediction - 7:30 pm in Church 

 

Sunday 22      RCIA Second Scrutiny - 10:00 am Mass 

 

 

Tuesday 24     “The Light Is On” - 7:00 - 9:00 pm ~ Church and Confessionals open, two priests will be present 

          

 
                              Rules for Fasting/Abstinence 

 

Fasting: Catholics between the ages of 18-59 are obligated to fast 
(1 single full meal) on Ash Wednesday & Good Friday. 

 
Abstinence: All Catholics 14 years and older must abstain from 

meat on Ash Wednesday and all Fridays in Lent. 

OVER - Holy Week Schedule on back 



Friday  27     Adoration with Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
                           begins after the 8:30 am Mass  
                                     Fish Fry - 5:00 -7:30 pm in the Parish Dining Hall 

                                     Way of the Cross & Benediction - 7:30 pm in Church 

 

 Sunday 29    RCIA Third Scrutiny - 12:00 pm Mass 

 

                         APRIL  
          

Friday 3        Adoration with Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
                                                       begins after the 8:30 am Mass   

             Fish Fry - 5:00 -7:30 pm in the Parish Dining Hall  

             Way of the Cross & Benediction - 7:30 pm in Church 

                                 

                         HOLY WEEK  
 

Sunday     5      Palm Sunday 

 

Tuesday    7      Chrism Mass – 7:00 pm at St. Peter in Chains Cathedral 

         

Thursday   9       Holy Thursday – Mass of the Lord’s Supper – 7:30 pm includes: 

                                                    Presentation of Holy Oils & Washing of Feet 
                                                                            (no 8:30 am Mass) 

                                     Adoration – Chapel of Repose in the Library ~ 9:00 - 11:00 pm   

         

Friday      10      Good Friday – Liturgies – 1:00 & 7:00 pm 
                                     (no 8:30 am Mass/day of fast and abstinence ~ no meat)   

            Parish Office Closed  

 

The beginning of the Divine Mercy Novena starts on Good Friday. For those who wish 

  to pray the Novena of Divine Mercy, you can find Divine Mercy Novena pamphlets 

  in the vestibule of the church. The Novena ends on Divine Mercy Sunday, April 19
th

. 

         

Saturday   11       EASTER VIGIL – 9:00 pm    (No Confessions or 4:00 pm Mass)     

                       

  Sunday     12        EASTER MASSES – 8:00 am, 10:00 am & 12:00 pm 

 

  Monday     13     Parish Office Closed – NO COMMUNION SERVICE                       

 

 

   

 

“My Father, if it is possible, 
let this cup pass me by. Still 
let it be as you would have it, 

not as I.” 

             

Matthew 26:39  



If you have left the parish 
and are still receiving St. 
Thomas More publications 

or information by mail, would you be so kind as to call the 
Parish Office at 753-2541 to let us know that you are no 
longer attending and would like to be marked inactive. This 
would help defray some of the cost to the parish to send out 
these publications and church information. Thank You!  

ST. THOMAS MORE’S FISH FRY IS BACK!! 
 

Join us on FRIDAYS: February 28, March 6, 
13, 20, 27, and April 3 for our famous BOY SCOUT 

SPONSORED FISH FRY! (Not open on Ash Wednesday 
or Good Friday) HOURS: 5:00 – 7:30 pm 

 

DINE-IN SERVICE: Enjoy Fried or Baked Fish, Fish 
Tacos, Crab Cakes, Cheese Pizza, Grilled Cheese, 

Mac 'n Cheese, Multiple Side Choices, Desserts, and 
Drinks, all included. CARRY-OUT SERVICE and *NEW* 
CURB SIDE PICK UP SERVICE ALSO AVAILABLE. See 

our Website for more Information. 

2020 ENVELOPES AND CALENDARS 
 

The 2020 Contribution Envelopes have been 
moved to the Parish Office. We will not be mailing 

envelopes as the price to mail them is more than the cost to 
print them. Please call the Parish Office at 753-2541 if you 
wish to make arrangements to pick them up. Thank you! 

The 2020 St. Thomas More JulyFest planning is underway! 
Want to get involved in the "Best Festival on the Eastside"? 
Become a JulyFest Area Chair!!! Benefits are: 
  

♦ Have input on how to make our JulyFest even better! 
♦ Unlimited planning fun! 
♦ Total awesomeness! 
 

So...what are you waiting for??? Step up TODAY! 
 

Contact Linda Caskey at lcaskey3925@icloud.com or 
Jim Rivard at jamesrivard65@gmail.com. 

VOLUNTERS 
NEEDED!!! 

 

We are very much in need 
of volunteers to welcome 

our new parishioners to the parish. The welcome minister 
calls the new parishioner to arrange a visit to their home to 
deliver their parish information and envelopes. The ministry 
members deliver the welcome bags to new parishioners on a 
rotating basis and on a very flexible schedule. The time 
commitment varies as it depends on the number of new 
parishioners as well as the number of volunteers. Any time 
you have available to help would be appreciated. Please 
contact Donna Buchheit in the parish office at 513-753-2541 
or email her at dbuchheit@sttm.org to volunteer for this 
ministry. Thank you!  
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TOO GOOD TO BE TRUE? IT'S NOT!!! FREE 
TUITION AT ST. THOMAS MORE SCHOOL! 

  

The Ohio Department of Education offers 
families an EdChoice scholarship, 

regardless of income, to attend a private 
school of their choice when they are 

currently attending an underperforming 
public school. If your public school student 

currently attends West Clermont Middle 
School, Withamsville-Tobasco Elementary, 
Batavia Elementary, New Richmond Middle 
School, Ayer Elementary or Milford Junior 

High, you will qualify for free tuition.   
 

The EASY 2-STEP application process is 
open through April 15, 2020. 

 

1.  Apply for admission to St. Thomas More 
School on our website at 

www.sttmschool.org  
 

2. Complete EdChoice application and 
return to STM with birth certificate and a 

recent utility bill. 

Once you receive the EdChoice traditional scholarship you are eligible to continue to receive 
the scholarship through grade 12 even if your public school is removed from the 

underperforming list.  
 

EdChoice also offers the Expansion scholarship, which is based on income, regardless of 
your school district. See our website for more information.  

 

Don't delay!  Contact the school office at 753-2540 to set up your personal tour or email 
Marsha Barnes at mbarnes@sttmschool.org for more information. 

 

Article submitted by Candace Hurley,  
Principal 

 


