
 

I have been asked to address a 
subject which I really do not want to 
write about since whatever I say and 
however I say it, it will sound negative 
and accusatory.  But the complaints 
keep coming. So I will mention the 
complaints here and not in Church.  

 
Apparently there are some people who are falling a little 

short on manners. The biggest complaint is about 
people sitting at the end of the pew as close to the 
aisle as possible. The problem is they seem almost 

angry when someone needs to get into the pew and will 
not move their feet so as to let others get by them. If 
you just have to sit on the end, at least let others into 

the pew without a lot of hassle. 
 

The second most frequent complaint is people saving 
seats and even entire pews for persons coming later.  

Usually, seating is first come, first serve. Please do not 
try to reserve an entire pew for people arriving later.  

Common sense tells me people certainly will be upset if 
they arrive on time and cannot get into an unoccupied 

pew. 
 

We have also noticed more and more cars speeding 
through our parking lots and have even witnessed cars 
passing other cars in the parking lot. There are children 

on the property almost all day. I do not think this 
involves many parishioners but cars are cutting through 

the property to avoid the intersection on Ohio Pike. I 
hope parishioners do not add to the problem. It is 

getting more and more dangerous. 
 

I am getting requests to use our facilities for large 
gatherings both indoor and outdoor. We cannot honor 

these requests for the same reasons the Reds and 
Bengals are playing without fans in the seats. It would 

be a violation of the Governor’s directives. It is also why 
there was not a JulyFest this year. Just because the 
event is outside does not dismiss the need for social 

distancing. 
 

As you know, we are adding the 8:00 am Sunday Mass 
to the schedule. If that does not resolve our seating 

problems, we will go to a full schedule later. 
 

Our next big issue will be WHAT TO DO ABOUT THE 
CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE. Right now, we are waiting 
for some direction from the Archdiocese but I doubt 

there will be many practical plans coming forth. It will be 
a most difficult challenge to face. 

 

~ Rev. William Wagner 

We are pleased to 
announce that on Sunday 
October 11, we will be 
adding the 8:00 am Mass 
to the Sunday morning 
schedule. We would like 

to thank all of you for your patience and understanding 
during the months the pandemic has been effecting all of 
us. Thank you for wearing masks during Mass. It is our 
intention in all the decisions we make to keep us all as 
safe as possible. With the addition of the 8:00 am 
Sunday Mass we will need ushers, lectors and extra 
ordinary ministers of the Eucharist. Please call the 
parish office this week so that we can put you on the 
schedule.   
 
Some additional information of which you may not be 
aware. On Monday mornings at 8:30 am we have a 
Liturgy of the Word with Holy Communion Service. We 
read the Mass readings of that particular day. The 
deacon then gives a short homily after which we receive 
Holy Communion. 
 
On Tuesdays through Fridays at 8:30 am, we have daily 
Mass. Because of the number of students in our school 
they cannot all come to Mass on the same day as we did 
in the past. Therefore, a number of students join us each 
day for the morning Mass. This has been working out 
very well thanks to our school teachers. The Mass is 
over by 9:00 am. 
 
Unfortunately, we are still unable to take Holy Communion 
to those who are home bound or in Nursing Homes. 
Hopefully this will end soon. For those who are home 
bound we ask that a family member who lives with them 
approach one of the deacons after Sunday Mass and 
find out about taking Holy Communion to their family 
member.  
 
Thank you all for your patience and understanding as we 
continue through this pandemic. We will make every 
effort to keep you all informed of changes and other 
important information. 
 

~ The STM Worship Committee 



Choirs During the 
Pandemic 

 

This year has forced many of 
us to adapt to a new normal, and 
to make adjustments for the 
health and safety of ourselves, 
our families, and for our 
communities. It is hard to believe 
that in a normal year, I would 
already be looking at Advent and Christmas music, 
our various choirs would already be back in full swing 
at the weekend Masses and in rehearsals. Sadly, we 
are unable to safely have our choirs participating at 
Mass during this time. While I miss their talents, their 
gifts, and their presence in the choir loft, their safety 
and well being is far more important to me. As we 
move forward, members of our cantor program will 
continue leading the Mass. We can safely accommodate 
about 4 vocalists or 3 families at a time in the choir 
loft. I am incredibly grateful for all of the members of 
our cantor program who have worked so hard and 
watched their virtual rehearsals online to be prepared 
for the weekend liturgies. 
 
That being said, with no end in sight to the pandemic, 
reality has to set in at some point regarding music at 
the liturgies for Advent and Christmas. With the choirs 
already having been apart for 5 months with no 
rehearsals and no regular weekend singing, to re-launch 
the program and prepare the choirs for Christmas will 
sadly just be impossible. So for the first time in my 
life, there will be no choirs present for any of the 
Christmas Liturgies this year. Our wonderful vocalists 
who have been leading us in song these last several 
weeks are all working hard and stepping up to make 
sure that we still have beautiful, quality music that I 
feel should be an expectation of anyone in attendance 
at St. Thomas More. It will be very different, especially 
at the Midnight Mass without the choir, but as 
Christians we can all agree that looking out for our 
neighbor, and ensuring their health and well-being is 
what being a Christian is all about. This year will be a 
big change, but with the hard work and dedication of 
the volunteers in the music program, all hope is not 
lost! Thank you to all of our music ministry volunteers, 
both active an inactive during this time, for your hard 
work, your patience, and your perseverance through 
these times. 
 
May God bless you all with good health and an 
abundance of joy and happiness. 
 
                       ~ Douglas Stegeman, Music Director 

 PRAY A MINUTE!!!  
 

ONE MILLION HOURS OF 
PRAYER FOR PEACE, 

JUSTICE AND GOODWILL 

 
The world feels heavy these days.  

 
News headlines are filled with injustices 

and unrest. It seems as though 
everywhere we turn we find division and 

disharmony in our country.  
 

The world desperately needs Christians 
united in prayer. 

 
A million hours of prayer may sound 

impossible, but if you divide that prayer 
time among all of the Catholics in the 

Archdiocese of Cincinnati,  
it is just one minute of prayer a day.  

 
Just one minute. 

 
From now until January 1, the World Day 

of Prayer for Peace,  
you are invited to pray one minute 
more than you already do, every day, 
specifically for the intention of peace, 

justice and goodwill in our country. 
 

 One more minute might not sound like 
much, but together with our brothers and 

sisters in faith, that minute can help 
change the world. 

 

Go to www.prayaminute.com  

http://www.prayaminute.com


ST. THOMAS MORE CHURCH 
 

 

To:  All St. Thomas More Parishioners                                                      August 2020
            
From:  The Parish Finance Commission: Fr. Bill Wagner, Chris White (chair), Chris 

Braun, Dick Schuler, Sam DeBonis and Robert Kreyenhagen 

 

Our parish operating results are included in this report. The combined parish, school and 

cafeteria had a profit for the year of $701,465 which includes proceeds from the AOC 

capital campaign rebate and a substantial bequest. During the year, we made payments 

on the principal of our debt of $89,033. We completed projects with a cost of $151,468 

and we increased our reserves by $878,852. 

 

As usual, we continued to make expenditures which are necessary to maintain and 

improve our property. The annual highlights include: 

 

1. Total parish and school revenue was over budget primarily due to a generous 

bequest from Mr. Rahe of approximately $800,000 and tuition assistance donations. 

Without the bequest the Parish would have had an operating deficit of over $100,000. 

Expenses were down from the prior year primarily due to reduced spending on 

benefits and facilities. 

2. Our bank debt continued to fall through collections from the debt envelopes and the 

Debt Challenge campaign. We ended the year with $463,015 in debt.   

3. The Sunday collection was down 9.2% from prior year.  The COVID-19 pandemic 

continues to impact Sunday collections.   

4. There was $5,829 of uncollected tuition at the end of the year. 

5. Our maintenance and improvement projects included replacing the organ and flooring 

in the choir loft, railing improvements, replacing the fire panel, mold remediation in 

the rectory, new Chromebook computers and a next generation firewall for 

cybersecurity. 

6. The festival figures in the attached financial statement are for the 2019 JulyFest. With 

no festival in 2020 we appreciate parishioner contributions to mitigate some of the 

lost revenue and look forward to JulyFest 2021.     

7. All financial obligations were met over the course of the year and there were no 

unpaid bills on June 30, 2020. 



Our budget for 2020-2021 is finalized and was developed as a breakeven budget. The 

budget includes funds to maintain and improve the property. Some highlights include: 

 

1. For the upcoming fiscal year, we plan to replace the parish and school desktop 

computers. 

2. Through parishioner support of the tuition assistance program (either through the 

envelope or direct donation), support provided by the PTO and the Pete Tekulve 

scholarship fund we were able to fully fund our tuition assistance requirements this 

year. 

 

Lastly, we cannot successfully offer a full service parish without you: our parishioners. In 

addition to your financial support, we appreciate our volunteers that assist in the various 

parish ministries. Please give some consideration as to what you can do to support your 

parish. We thank those who support us financially and through volunteering.   

 

May God Continue to Bless our Parish!   



 



 



HELP SAVE LIVES IN GREATER CINCINNATI! 
You can protect mothers and children by joining this 

worldwide mobilization! 
  

Through prayer and fasting, peaceful vigils and 
community outreach, 40 Days for Life has inspired 
1,000,000 volunteers to help end the injustice of abortion 
in their local communities. 
  

With God’s help, in 13 years, in over 950 cities across 
63 nations, 17,226 babies have been saved, 206 
abortion workers have converted and 107 abortion 
centers have closed -- so far! 
  

For this campaign to be successful, we need YOU! 
Here is how to pray and get involved to save lives! 

  

  Vigil location: Outside Planned Parenthood  
      2314 Auburn Ave., Cincinnati, OH  45219 
  Vigil hours: 7:00 am to 7:00 pm daily 

  For questions contact: Mary Clark 513-791-4039 
or cincy40days@fuse.net 

  Learn more and sign up for prayer times at 
the website below 

  

40daysforlife.com/Cincinnati 

Buy a Book, Support Cincinnati Right to Life! 
  

Drew and Stu’s Back in Time Shoes is a clever children’s book created by Barb Coyle 
and Maureen Born, author and illustrator respectively, to benefit Cincinnati Right to Life. 

The core mission at Cincinnati Right to Life is to educate and communicate a loving 
message intended to change hearts and minds on abortion and build a true culture of 

life. Your donation for this extraordinary book enables us to continue our work for babies, 
mothers, and families in need! Please visit https://give.cornerstone.cc/
righttolifecincinnati+shoes to purchase. The suggested donation is $15. 

Being Pro Life-Conscience Protection 
   
  

Each month, this free Podcast and Video Series 

features an interview with someone personally affected 

by a different Respect Life issue, with a call to action on 

how to get more involved. Each topic includes an article 

in the Catholic Telegraph and a link to an engaging 20 

minute video interview. You can also listen to the full, 60 

minute interview as a podcast from iTunes or the Google 

Play Store. Invite your family and friends to check out 

the link at www.catholiccincinnati.org/Being-Pro-Life! 

mailto:rosemrybell@gmail.com
http://www.40daysforlife.com/cityname
https://give.cornerstone.cc/righttolifecincinnati+shoes
https://give.cornerstone.cc/righttolifecincinnati+shoes
https://catholiccincinnati.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=903cace7a2c47f0611c387f3b&id=270ebc7e8a&e=5cca7d7f42
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2021 CONTRIBUTION ENVELOPES 
 

When we were preparing to place the order for 
2021 contribution envelopes, we realized that 

due to COVID-19 many of our parishioners are not able 
to attend Mass and pick up their envelopes. With this in 
mind, we decided to make a change from the yearly 
boxed set. Starting in January 2021, the envelopes will 
be mailed bi-monthly to all active contributing parishioners. 
If envelopes are not mailed to you and you would like to 
receive them, please contact Donna Buchheit in the 
parish office (513-753-2541 or dbuchheit@sttm.org) and 
they can be ordered for you. If you do not wish to 
receive envelopes, please notify the parish office to help 
reduce our cost for the envelopes and postage. We 
believe this will simplify envelope distribution and it also 
provides the benefits listed below.  
 

BENEFITS OF MAILING ENVELOPES TO 
PARISHIONERS  

 

 Eliminates the distribution and storage problems of 
boxed sets. 

 

 Eliminates loss of income due to boxed sets lost or 
misplaced. 

 

 Parish only pays for the number of envelope packets 
mailed each month. 

 The cost to mail envelope packets is actually less 
than the cost of the boxed sets. 

 

 New parishioners get offering envelopes right away.  
 

 Proven to increase collections and at the same time 
add to the number of contributors. 

 

 Arrival of the envelope packet is a reminder to 
parishioners of their responsibility to the parish. 

 

 Packet includes a “mail-back” or return envelope so 
absent parishioners can mail their contribution to 

 the church.  
 

 Periodic mailing allows us to clean and update our 
parishioner address database and virtually 

 eliminates returned mail. 
 

 Preprinted names and envelope numbers simplify 
contribution recording.  

 

 We can add or delete special collection envelopes at 
any time of the year. 

 

 We now have access to online services with the 
envelope company.  

 

Thank you for your continued support of St. Thomas 
More Parish especially during this difficult time! 

Due to press limitations, Diocesan Publications 
is not able to print our Quarterly Newsletters. 
That being said, we will not be able to mail 

printed copies of the Newsletter to our 
parishioners. We apologize for the 

inconvenience, but these are difficult times  
and we are all doing the best we can under  

the circumstances. Your patience and 
understanding is deeply appreciated! 

 

May God Bless Us All! 

mailto:dbuchheit@sttm.org

