
Covid-19 has had an impact on our country and on 

the world in many ways. Music Ministry is no 

exception! Our large groups of normally 10+ people 

per Mass in the choir loft at each Mass have not been 

possible due to social distancing. Sadly, there is no 

sign of things letting up anytime soon, and with 

Christmas right around the corner, adjustments to 

how we do Christmas are having to be made. Our 

small group of cantors will continue to lead the music through the end of the year, 

with no larger choirs or groups. This includes Christmas. There will be no choirs for 

any of the Christmas Masses this year, making this the first year in my 13+ year 

career that I have not had a choir at Christmas. We are still not using the hymnals, 

and this will also continue through the end of the year, and likely further. For 

Christmas, every Christmas Mass will have the same music, and a worship aid will 

be provided. These worship aids will not be re-useable and must be thrown away 

after each Mass. There will be no prelude music or Christmas carols at any of the 

Masses either this year. Christmas music will continue to be used on the feast of 

the Holy Family, and on Epiphany. Thank you for your understanding and your 

patience through these difficult times. 

 

Doug Stegeman, 

Music Director 



 

OF CI S  
 

 
is excited to announce the 40th Anniversary Pete 

Friends of Raffle. Your support  of the raffle has 

futures for Cincinnati's neediest children. COVID-19  

has the cancellation of the actual Raffle Celebration, but the  

 
Your support  is needed now more than ever. As scholars face an uncertain school year, 

whether in the school buildings or the pandemic has increased expenses at 

schools. help us honor Pete by continuing to support the raffle and the children 

Cincinnati's  

 
Raffle:  1,500 Grand Raffle Tickets will be at $100  

Prizes of $10,000, $2,500, $1,000, and $500 will be awarded. 
 

 December 4,  

Archbishop Dennis Schnurr will draw the winning  

View a video of the live drawing on the website CISEKids.org. 
 

Purchase   $100  

$10,000, $2,500, $1,000 &  
 
 

For more information  contact Mikayla at the office at 513.263.3475 

 

Supporting 10 Catholic  Inner-city  Schools  

OF  CISE  

will in the the  
 

I would like   Grand Raffle ticket(s)  at $100 each. 
 

 I enclosed a check for $ ___________________      (payable to CISE) 

 charge my Master Card, or American Express $   

 
 

Credit Card #  Exp. Date:    
 
 
Billing Address Zip Code ____________                                    
 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

Name on Ticket(s) Phone  
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
Donor's  Name  Phone  
 

_________________________________________________________________ 
 

According regulations, raffle 

tickets are not deductible as a 

charitable a 

charity is listed on the ticket as 

recipient of the winnings. 

to: 100 OH  



Dear Parishioners, 
  

This Christmas is going to be a major challenge for us. Frankly, I do not know how 
we are going to be able to manage the many extra people who will be coming to 
Mass. Some parishes are giving out tickets for admittance to Mass but I don’t like 
that idea. We would have to have ushers at the doors to turn people away. I doubt if 
we would even be able to recruit any ushers to do this. It is clearly a no win situation. 
I do have some ideas to encourage people to attend Mass at times other than three 
or five o’clock Christmas Eve. I admit this might be difficult to sell. 
  

First of all, the Christmas Mass schedule will be: Christmas Eve, December 24, at 
3:00 PM, 5:00 PM and 9:00 PM; Christmas Day, December 25, will be 8:00 AM, 10:00 
AM and 12:00 PM. NOTICE that there will not be a midnight Mass. We are hoping 
more people will be able to come at nine o’clock than at midnight. 
  

In the long tradition of the Church, it has become customary to celebrate the Octave 
(eight days) of some major feasts. Celebrating the Octave goes back at least 1500 
years. The Octave of Christmas extends until January 1, The Solemnity of Mary, The 
Holy Mother of God. The Christmas season itself lasts until January 10, the feast of the 
Baptism of the Lord. 
  

The main point I want to make is to appreciate the OCTAVE. Masses celebrated 
during the Octave are as if it is still Christmas day itself. You may have noticed that 
when the priest uses Eucharistic Prayer I on any day in the Christmas Octave, it 
actually reads like this: “Celebrating the most sacred day on which…” showing that 
each day of the Octave is considered Christmas day itself. Another example would 
be Easter. In the Preface for Easter, we read for each day of the Octave “but on this 
day above all…” showing the days of the Octave are as the same day as Easter itself. 
I am not an expert on this but I think the celebration of the Octave may have begun 
when King Solomon dedicated the new Temple in Jerusalem; he celebrated for eight 
days. The number eight symbolized total fulfillment. For us the eighth day is the new 
Sabbath, Sunday being the eighth day of the week, the beginning of a new creation.  
  

In our Catholic way of looking at Christmas, we do celebrate Christmas day for eight 
days. I encourage you to seriously think about coming to Christmas Mass sometime 
after December 25. A few suggestions: Sunday, December 27 is the Feast of the Holy 
Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph. This is an excellent day for the family to come to 
Mass. All the Christmas decorations will still be up in the church and the music will 
still be Christmas hymns. Friday, January 1 is the feast of Mary, Mother of God and is 
the last day of the Octave of Christmas. Don’t forget the Epiphany on January 3. 
Many Eastern Rite churches actually celebrate Christmas on this day. It is the day 
they exchange presents since it is the day the Magi brought their gifts to the child 
Jesus. 
  

During this pandemic, things are simply different. We need to do many things 
differently. Changing our Christmas traditions can help everyone be safe while still 
celebrating the faith. Please think about celebrating Christmas in a different way this 
year. Change is never easy, but this year the pandemic is forcing us to consider 
thinking in more creative ways. 
  

Have a blessed Christmas and a New Year filled with Hope! 
  

Yours in Christ, 
    

Fr. Bill 
(see other side for Christmas Octave Schedule)



ST. THOMAS MORE PARISH 
CHRISTMAS OCTAVE LITURGIES  

Thurs - Nov 26  Thanksgiving Day - 10:00 am Mass  
    Parish Office Closed 
 

Fri - Nov 27   Mass - 8:30 am / No Adoration 
                                    Parish Office Closed 
 

Tues -  Dec 8           Solemnity of the Immaculate  Conception  
                                       Holy Day of Obligation - Masses 8:30 am, 
                                       12:15 & 7:30 pm                                    
 

Due to COVID there will be NO Parish Advent Reconciliation    
    

Thurs -  Dec 24  Christmas Vigil - Masses  
    3:00, 5:00 & 9:00 pm 
    Parish Office Closed 
 

Fri - Dec 25   Christmas Masses   
                                        8:00  & 10:00 am, and 12:00 pm 
    Parish Office Closed 
 

Sat - Dec 26  Mass - 4:00 pm 
    Feast of the Holy Family, Jesus, Mary & Joseph 
 

Sun - Dec 27  Mass - 8:00 & 10:00 am 
    Feast of the Holy Family, Jesus, Mary & Joseph 
 

Mon - Dec 28  Communion Service 
    Parish Office Closed 
 

        

Thurs - Dec 31  No 8:30 am Mass  
    Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 
    Holy Day of Obligation - Vigil Mass - 5:00 pm 
    Parish Office Closed 
 

Fri - Jan 1   Holy Mary, Mother of God 
    Holy Day of Obligation - Mass 10:00 am 
                                    Parish Office Closed 
 

Sat - Jan 2   Epiphany of the Lord 
    Mass - 4:00 pm 
 

Sun - Jan 3   Epiphany of the Lord 
    Masses - 8:00 & 10:00 am 
 

Sat - Jan 9   Baptism of the Lord 
    Mass - 4:00 pm 
 

Sun - Jan 10  Baptism of the Lord 
    Mass - 8:00 & 10:00 am 
 

 ***Masks and Social Distancing are required to attend Mass at St. Thomas More*** 



St. Thomas More School has been up and running with in-person learning since August 
20! We have been blessed to welcome back our students after such a long absence. 
It’s hard to say who was more glad for the start of school – the students, faculty, or 
parents! 
 

It is our commitment to continue with on campus learning in a safe and healthy way.  Our students have been so good 
about wearing masks and washing/sanitizing their hands. We have put many health protocols in place to keep them 
healthy and in school.  
 

We continue to grow our 1:1 Chromebook program and by Thanksgiving all of our students will have the use of their 
own device. While some daily routines have had to be modified, the hands-on, student engaged learning continues at 
a high level.  
 

St. Thomas More School would love to have you tour our school either virtually or in person while practicing social 
distancing. Visit our website at sttmschool.org or call the school office at 513-753-2540 to discover why STM is MORE 
than you can imagine! 
                                                                                                                     Article submitted by Candace Hurley, Principal 

A Prayer for Our 
School 

 

The COVID-19 outbreak has 
disrupted many aspects of our 

lives, including our schools. 
Despite the uncertainties caused 
by the pandemic, we have faith 
that Your love guides us. We 
give you thanks and praise for 

the goodness that shines 
through the relationships formed, 

knowledge learned, and 
memories made through our 
schools. Loving God, we ask 

that you protect all students and 
teachers who are returning to 
school, and give parents and 
guardians peace about their  

well-being. 
 

Bless the body, mind, and soul 
of every students, teacher, and 

faculty member. May they 
celebrate your glory and use 
their education to build your 

kingdom of peace. 
 

In Jesus Christ’s name. AMEN 

http://sttmschool.org


St. Thomas More Parish 
800 Ohio Pike 

Cincinnati, Ohio 45245 

Non-Profit 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
Cincinnati, Ohio 
Permit No. 2396 

Due to press limitations, Diocesan Publications 
is not able to print our Quarterly Newsletters. 
That being said, we will not be able to mail 

printed copies of the Newsletter to our 
parishioners. We apologize for the 

inconvenience, but these are difficult times  
and we are all doing the best we can under  

the circumstances. Your patience and 
understanding is deeply appreciated! 

  

May God Bless Us All! 

 

DURING ADVENT WE WAIT…SOON AND VERY SOON WE’RE  
GOING TO SEE THE KING! 

 

We wait looking forward to celebrating God’s love that was so great He sent His only Son down to the 
world to save us. Far from empty, Advent is a hope-filled time with God’s promises to us. 

 

In this booklet we offer home celebrations for the Advent Season - taking advantage of this special 
time to celebrate our faith with our family at home and stay connected with our wider family at St. 

Thomas More Church. 
 

Go to www.sttmformation.org and enjoy the many ways you can choose to celebrate this Advent. 
 

Here is the specific link: https://sttmformation.org/
documents/2020/11/2020.STM-AdventBookletOnline.pdf 

Let us prepare for the 
coming of our Lord,  

Jesus Christ.  

http://www.sttmformation.org
https://sttmformation.org/documents/2020/11/2020.STM-AdventBookletOnline.pdf
https://sttmformation.org/documents/2020/11/2020.STM-AdventBookletOnline.pdf
https://biblehub.com/greek/4594.htm

