
 

 

ATTENTION: PARENTS OF FALL 7TH GRADERS IN 
ST. THOMAS MORE’S PARISH CONFIRMATION 

PREPARATION TO BEGIN 
This coming year preparation for your 7th grader’s reception 
of the final sacrament of initiation, Confirmation, will get 
underway. We begin in January of 2021, break for the 
summer to provide time for completing a service project, 
reconvene in the fall of 2021, and the youth will be 
confirmed in the spring of 2022.   
 

EXPLANATION OF THE SACRAMENT OF 
CONFIRMATION 

Confirmation, a sacrament of initiation, establishes young 
adults as full-fledged members of the faith. This sacrament 
is called Confirmation because the faith given in Baptism 
is now confirmed and made strong. During Baptism, 
parents and godparents make promises to renounce 
Satan and believe in God and the Church on a child’s 
behalf. At Confirmation, the child renews those same 
promises, this time speaking for him/herself. 
 

During Confirmation, the focus is on the Holy Spirit, who 
confirmed the apostles on Pentecost and gave them 
courage to practice their faith. Catholics believe that the 
same Holy Spirit confirms Catholics during the Sacrament 
of Confirmation and gives them the same gifts. 
 

Traditionally, the seven gifts of the Holy Spirit are wisdom, 
understanding, counsel, fortitude (courage), knowledge, 
piety, and fear of the Lord. These gifts are supernatural 
graces given to the soul. The 12 fruits of the Holy Spirit are 
charity, joy, peace, patience, benignity, goodness, long-
suffering, mildness, faith, modesty, continency, and chastity 
— human qualities that can be activated by the Holy Spirit. 
 

The sacrament of confirmation is one of the three 
sacraments necessary for becoming a fully initiated 
member of the Roman Catholic Church. The other two 
are Baptism and Eucharist. 
  

ANWERING A COMMON QUESTION: Why Parent 
Participation and Why Not Just in Class? 

Parents are the first educators in their child’s 
character and faith and their attitude and lifestyle 
influences children’s faith more than any other 
human factor.   
 

For this reason, parents play an active role in the 
retreats, gatherings, and home assignments, providing 
explanations and personal life stories to illustrate God’s 
Presence in our lives. It is a time of grace for both the 
children and the parents to journey together toward a 
better relationship with Jesus. 
 

Through experiences, the gatherings connect knowledge 
learned in catechesis (religion lessons) with a way of 
living and thinking, not just “knowing.” Sharing these 
experiences with their parents helps children apply a 
Catholic perspective and worldview to what they learn 
about and do in all other areas of school and life. 
 

WHAT’S NEXT? 
In January look for an email detailing the next steps in 
our confirmation preparation process. In years past we 
have met in person for various meetings, but with the 
current interference of COVID-19, we will be meeting 
remotely until a safer time is made possible.     (next page) 

 
The Archbishop has 

indicted that he believes 
the relaxation of the 

Sunday Obligation law 
will continue into the 

Spring. I suppose none 
of us thought the 

pandemic would last as long as it already has. Wearing 
the mask in public is annoying. Constantly washing 

hands is annoying. The ten o’clock curfew is annoying 
but not as much. Social distancing is awkward at times. 

But it is all very necessary. Thanks to all of you who 
have cooperated with wearing masks in church. Coming 
to Mass should not be a dangerous moment in our lives. 

 

We should be proud of our students. They are doing a 
really good job of observing the pandemic protocols; we 
have had very few cases so far this year and have been 
able to keep the school open. Our faculty members are 
doing a tremendous job keeping everyone safe as well 

as seeing to the good of the students. Our students 
should be well prepared for the next grade level. None of 

this has been easy but the effort is worth it. 
 

The installation of the electronic air-purifying equipment I 
mentioned in our previous Community Connection has 

been installed in all the classrooms and the church. This 
equipment represents a substantial investment for us. 
The equipment cleans the air by disabling the air born 

virus, kills mold and disables other harmful air born 
agents. We continue to sanitize the facility on a regular 

schedule by fogging the rooms and the church. This 
reaches everything and I think is more effective than 

wiping everything by hand. 
 

It is of course still very important to stay home if you are 
sick, especially if you have a fever.  

 

These conditions require patience, perseverance and 
sacrifice. We have learned in a rather dramatic way just 

how much we are connected to each other and how 
much we depend on others for our own well-being. God 
made us to care for each other. The first question asked 

by a human being in the Bible is Cain talking to God 
after God asked him about his brother’s murder: “Am I 
my brother’s keeper?” The answer is so obvious that 

God does not even give a direct answer. We have been 
made to serve God and each other. This is the source of 
our satisfaction and our happiness. Let’s keep everyone 
safe by doing our part as a matter of charity and service. 

Rev. William Wagner 



 Please visit our STM Facebook  
page at https://

www.facebook.comSTMCatholicParish/.  

       2021 CONTRIBUTION ENVELOPES 
  

When we were preparing to place the order for 
2021 contribution envelopes, we realized that 
due to COVID-19 many of our parishioners are 

not able to attend Mass and pick up their envelopes. With 
this in mind, we decided to make a change from the yearly 
boxed set. Starting in January 2021, the envelopes will be 
mailed bi-monthly to all active contributing parishioners. If 
envelopes are not mailed to you and you would like to 
receive them, please contact Donna Buchheit in the parish 
office (513-753-2541 or dbuchheit@sttm.org) and they can 
be ordered for you. If you do not wish to receive envelopes, 
please notify the parish office to help reduce our cost for 
the envelopes and postage. We believe this will simplify 
envelope distribution and it also provides the benefits listed 
below.  
 

BENEFITS OF MAILING ENVELOPES TO 
PARISHIONERS  

  

 Eliminates the distribution and storage problems of 
boxed sets. 

  

 Eliminates loss of income due to boxed sets lost or 
misplaced. 

  

 Parish only pays for the number of envelope packets 
mailed each month. 

 

 The cost to mail envelope packets is actually less 
than the cost of the boxed sets. 

  

 New parishioners get offering envelopes right away.  
 

 Proven to increase collections and at the same time 
add to the number of contributors. 

  

 Arrival of the envelope packet is a reminder to 
parishioners of their responsibility to the parish. 

  

 Packet includes a “mail-back” or return envelope so 
absent parishioners can mail their contribution to the 
church.  

  

 Periodic mailing allows us to clean and update our 
parishioner address database and virtually eliminates 
returned mail. 

 

 Preprinted names and envelope numbers simplify 
contribution recording.  

  

 We can add or delete special collection envelopes at 
any time of the year. 

  

 We now have access to online services with the 
envelope company.  

 

Thank you for your continued support of St. Thomas 
More Parish especially during this difficult time! 

Nolan Ash, son of Kyle and Stephanie Holliday 
  

Piper Quinn, daughter of Kyle and Stephanie Holliday 
  

Newly Baptized 

 

As I See It 
  

Deacon Michael Thomas,  
Pastoral Associate 
  
With today’s celebration of The Baptism of the Lord our 
celebration of the Christmas Season comes to an end.  
How different from “Christmas Past” this Christmas 
Season was.  We found ourselves in a very masked and 
protected world. A world we didn’t like too much, many 
of our traditions and gatherings just could not happen.  
Our Church always till now filled to capacity found that 
“safe distancing “was the norm. Our face masked the 
strange way we felt but our eyes told the story. We tried 
hard to sing “Joy to the World” but has the Lord really 
come? 
 

In today’s celebration of the Baptism of the Lord we 
answer that question.  Indeed he has come, he became 
one of us. We hear in Mark’s Gospel; “You are my 
beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.” Through our 
Baptism he has made each of us beloved sons and 
daughters of the Father. We begin a New Year not sure 
of what will occur, what new challenges we will have to 
face. Take courage as we heard in the First Reading of 
today’s Mass the words of the prophet Isaiah; “Here is 
your God! Here comes with power the Lord God, who 
rules by a strong arm: here is his reward with him, his 
recompense before him. Like a shepherd he feeds his 
flock: in his arms he gathers the lambs, carrying them in 
his bosom, and leading the ewes with care.” Indeed, 
Emmanuel - God is with us! And this we celebrate not 
just at Christmas but every day of the year. 

If your children are not already engaged in a formal 
program that provides Catholic religious education, 
they are expected to participate in the Parish School 
of Religion (PSR), held on Sunday mornings while 
participating in the confirmation process.   
 

See the parish website for details (Scroll down and 
select from menu on right:  Parish School of Religion 
Registration).  
 

We look forward to journeying with you and your child as 
he/she becomes a fully initiated member of the Catholic 
church.                         
                              Article submitted by Becky Ready, DRE 

 

Tyler & Emily Marsh 
  

Marissa, Sebastian & Nikolas Jaeger 
 

Barbara Setty 
  

Gerald & Carol Drew 
 

Amber & Sebastian Ruehlman 
  

Jeffrey & Heather Erras 

New Parishioners 
  

Don’t Forget to Pick Up a 2021 St. 

Thomas More Catholic Calendar,  

available for pick up, on the tables in the 

vestibule of the church.  
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