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We recently celebrated the birth 
of Jesus Christ. His birth was no 
ordinary birth. Jesus, the Messiah, 
came into the world. God entered 
the world as a human being! This 
is an amazing fact to wrap our 
minds around! Without a doubt 
Christ’s birth is no ordinary birth. It 

points to another fact that a great event has taken place in 
history. 
 

How well do you know Jesus Christ? If someone were to 
ask you “Are you Catholic?” would you answer with what 
you know and believe, or would you answer with 
something that shares you have an intimate relationship 
with Jesus, the Son of God? 
 

This leads to further questions that we can ask ourselves: 
 

∗ Are you a follower of Jesus or just see him as a 
great religious teacher? 

∗ Are you hungry for more knowledge about him or are 
you simply not curious about knowing more? 

∗ Do you have a desire to become engaged in your 
faith actively or are you satisfied with just being 
baptized and attending Mass occasionally? 

∗ Do you think about Jesus only occasionally or are 
you daily attempting to deepen your spiritual lives 
with reflections on the faith and your life as a 
Catholic? 
 

These are great questions that reach into our hearts. At 
the start of this New Year we have an opportunity to 
think about enriching our relationship with Christ. Our 
end goal is to walk with Jesus, become like him, and join 
him in his mission to save souls in our modern world. 
Are you up for the task? This goal can only happen 
when we have a daily structured, disciplined relationship 
with Jesus. If we commit to change, Jesus can make it 
happen! He can work on our hearts as a potter works 
with clay. Yes, if we commit to this goal, we will be more 
knowledgeable, but also we will become more like 
Jesus, engaged in building his kingdom and changing 
the world. And by the secular news that confronts us 
daily, there is lots of evidence that change is seriously 
needed.   

~ Submitted by Becky Ready, DRE 

TTHEHE  DDEACONEACON’’SS  BBENCHENCH        
  

THE HOLY BODY OF CHRIST TO OUR LOVED ONES 
 

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion (EMHCs) 
who take Communion to the sick and homebound have 
a role in sharing the Church’s total ministry to the sick 
after the manner of Jesus. In bringing Communion to the 
sick and homebound, the EMHC represents Christ and 
manifests faith and charity on behalf of the whole 
community toward those who cannot be present at Sunday 
Mass. This ministry is a sign of support and concern shown 
by the community for its members.   

                                                                                                                                                                                                  

Here it is, another year and the holidays have gone by 
and we are missing something in our lives. What I have 
found out is the only thing that is missing is our loved 
ones that have been moved to nursing homes or some 
type of assisted living arrangements. Maybe they can’t 
come home for one reason or another so we here at St. 
Thomas More have a ministry called Communion to the 
Homebound. This is a team of special Eucharistic 
Ministers that are dedicated to taking the Holy Body of 
Christ to these people who are homebound. They might 
be the only people that they see. So, they are very 
grateful for this. We also have school children that are 
helping us throughout the year. They make letters or 
send gifts during the holidays to take to our homebound 
and the response is so tremendously well received that 
we have been doing it for the last 6 years. I myself hope 
it never stops, because those who receive these gifts 
are so happy when they get them. They feel that they 
have not been forgotten. So, I am inviting anyone and 
everyone who has spare time either during the week or 
the weekend to become one of those special people 
who take the Body of Christ to the homebound. All you 
have to do is contact me and I or someone on the team 
will train you personally. Also, if you have a loved one 
that needs Holy Communion brought to them at home or 
in nursing homes or wherever they may be, please 
either contact the office or let me know and it will be 
taken care of. We just need you to let us know so we 
can  bring the Body of Christ, who desperately need it. 
 

I also want to personally thank, Sister Mary Urban and 
the people who helped her send cards to the 
homebound, the many people that help me in the 
ministry of taking Holy communion to the homebound, 
and to the teachers in our school that help make letters 
and items that we take to our homebound, who look 
forward to them every week. These are our friends, our 
relatives, someone special who cannot get to Mass but 
they look forward to our coming to see them every week 
and bringing Christ to them. This ministry is a faith filled 
ministry because you are taking Christ to those who 
otherwise would not be able to receive the Body of 
Christ, and they love it! If you know of someone that 

needs Holy Communion and they cannot come to Mass 
again I cannot emphasize it enough, please let me or the 
office know if you would like to join this ministry. 
 

Your Friend in Christ, 
Deacon Bob    

 



Paul & Amy Neuzil 
  

William, Sydney & William Harris 
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William Perry, son of William & Sydney Harris 
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SACRAMENTAL 
PREP CORNER 

 

CONFIRMATION 8TH 
GRADE: 8th graders 

should be working on their 
ICP plans with their Chosen 
workbook. Due in January 

will be Lesson 19. 
 

FIRST COMMUNION: 
Parents, please watch for 

details concerning the 
beginning of our first 

communion preparation 
gatherings starting in 

January. Please send any 
questions to 

dlbader@sttm.org. 
 

CONFIRMATION  7TH 
GRADE:  All 7  graders in our 
school and PSR preparing 
for confirmation will begin 

the process at our first 
retreat on Saturday, 

February 1. Details will be 
sent to parents in January 

along with registration 
forms. 

NOTE: CONFIRMATION 
PREPARATION 

BEGINNING FEBRUARY 1 
Teens  must be baptized 
and have received First 

Holy Communion to register 
for Confirmation. If 

your teen has not been 
baptized or has not received 

First Holy Communion, 
please register him/her in 

our parish RCIA program to 
receive full initiation into 

the catholic faith. For more 
information, please 

contact Becky Ready at 
bready@sttm.org. 

If you are not receiving our 
confirmation newsletters 

with all the details, please 
email Becky at 

bready@sttm.org. 

FENWICK CLUB  
 

In January, there 
is an envelope for 

our Seminary 
Bishop Fenwick 

Society. This 
collection enrolls 

our parish as a member and  shows our appreciation for 
the Athenaeum (Seminary) to form priests, deacons, 

and lay ministers for the future of our parish. Our parish 
as well as others in the diocese appreciate that our 

spiritual leaders have received Athenaeum educations. 
Please use the envelope in your boxed set to receive 

credit for the contribution. Please make checks payable 
to St. Thomas More.  


