
Join us every Friday after the 8:30 
am Mass until 3:00 pm for Exposition 

and Adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament. 
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Submitted by Rev. William Wagner  
Pastor 
 

A common comment heard often today 
goes something like this: “I’ve been 
taught, since childhood, that missing Sunday Mass is a 
serious sin, how can it suddenly not be a sin?” the 
question is certainly understandable. First, a word about 
Sunday, the Day of the Lord, sometimes referred to as the 
New Sabbath. The Church has regarded Sunday as a 
special day from the very beginning. In the New 
Testament, the disciples of the Lord met and shared 
the Eucharist on Sunday, the Day of the Resurrection 
of Jesus from the dead. There are numerous examples but 
I will cite just one from the Gospel of John. In John 20:24 
Jesus appears to the disciples gathered behind closed 
doors. John is careful to point out that it was a week 
later since Jesus had previously appeared “on the 
evening of that first day of the week”, meaning Sunday. 
This, and other examples from the early church, 
demonstrates that Sunday had become the Lord’s Day. 
We still need to keep it holy to give ourselves time to 
remember and celebrate what the Lord has done for us. 
 

The Nicene Creed which we profess every Sunday 
contains the words “I believe in the holy, Catholic and 
apostolic church.” Jesus passed on to his apostles his 
work of proclaiming the kingdom, healing, teaching and 
the power to work miracles. He sent the Holy Spirit. He 
said “Whatever you bind on earth is bound in heaven 
and whatever you loose on earth is loosed in heaven.” 
The Lord gave the church the mission to teach and to 
govern. It is with that authority that the bishops enact 
laws for the good of the entire church. The Sunday 
obligation to attend Mass is ancient. The Church’s law 
reflects the divine law to keep holy the Sabbath day. We 
as a community of faith keep it holy by attending Mass. 
But the obligation of keeping holy the Lord’s Day by 
attending Mass is a law of the church. Jesus did not say 
we must go to church on Sunday but He did say “Do this 
in memory of me.” He did give an authority to the church: 
“He who hears you hears me” he told his apostles. 
 

As Catholics it is an important part of our belief that we 
accept that the pope and bishops do have the authority 
from the Lord Himself to make such laws, to define what 
the church believes to be true and to keep order in the 
church community. 
 

It is certainly not ideal that we have to curtail Sunday 

Mass attendance but we must remember that the 
Gospel is all about life given to us by God. We should 
never make it a time to risk harm or even death. 
Preserving the life and health of our people is a priority 
and to ignore this would contradict everything Jesus 
taught. I have no idea if the bishops will continue the 
present dispensation in September. The Virus is gaining 
strength again and I am not optimistic that things will go 
back to normal very soon. 
 

Our weekday Masses usually have about 40 to 60 people 
in attendance and you might be more comfortable 
attending with a smaller congregation. It is easier to 
socially separate at the weekday Masses. Remember 
that we have Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament every 
Friday until about 3:15 pm. It is very easy to come and 
pray and not get too physically close to someone else in 
church. Let us pray for the welfare of the whole church; 
we are not alone. 

St. Thomas More School Cafeteria 
Manager, Amber Ruelman, is looking for 
an Assistant Cook. The job would require 
working approximately 20 hours per week. 

The duties would include, but are not 
limited to, helping with meal preparation, serving lunch and 

daily clean up. Interested candidates can inquire at 
aruehlman@sttmschool.org or call (513)753-2558.  

 to STM graduates who received  
4th Quarter Honors at:  

  

Mount Notre Dame High School ~ Brooke Burt - 1st Honors 
Abigail Casavant - 1st  Honors 
Ashton Crouthers - 1st Honors 
Laurel Desrosiers - 1st Honors 
Jasmine Haas - 1st Honors 
Ava Tepe - 1st Honors 

Juliette Casavant - 2nd Honors 
  

We congratulate all our students for their 
outstanding effort and hard work!! 

  

 



NEWNEWNEWNEW    PARISHIONERSPARISHIONERSPARISHIONERSPARISHIONERS    

Shaun, Stephanie, Xavier & Xander Root 
  

Kevin, Nicole, Jack & Charli Norton 
  

Alison Lowry 
  

Craig Comello & Lia Comello 
  

Sean, Minnie & Zoey Carr 
  

Samantha Wesley 
  

Jason, Jennifer & Ellie Evans 
  

Kurt, Alison, Kaleb, Ian, Maximilian, Simon,  
Mariana & Aidan Groetsch 

 

 

Adam Thomas, son of David & Jackie Best 
  

Minnie Fu Carr, daughter of Jianping & Ylian Fu 
  

Sean Andrew, son of Errol & Jacqueline Carr 
  

Jennifer Lynn Evans, daughter of Jim & Teresa Ross 
  

Diane Michele McCulley, daughter of Donald & Judith 
Meese  

  

Paul Warren, son of Carl & Geraldine McCulley 
  

Gladys A. Rahill, daughter of Leonard & Ethel Gregory  
  

Samantha Alice, daughter of Deron & Linda Wesley 
  

Ashlynn Lou, daughter of Michael & Sara Porter  
  

Jordan Gravett, son of Romon Ross & Angela Gravett 
  

Makayla Rae, daughter of Michael & Sara Porter  
 

NEWLYNEWLYNEWLYNEWLY    BAPTIZEDBAPTIZEDBAPTIZEDBAPTIZED    

PSR RETURNS SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 2020!!! 
 

REGISTER FOR PSR ** BEFORE 
SEPTEMBER 13

th
 ** to receive a 20% 

discount!!! 
 

Go to www.sttm.org for registration forms &: 
 

1) Mail with the payment. 
2) Mail, then send payment before September 13

th
. 

3) Mail, and request a monthly payment option. 
 

THE HOLY SPIRIT IS ALIVE AND 
WORKING OVERTIME!! 

  

He was not locked down!!! 
He is planting gifts of amazing diversity  

in the hearts of all His people! 
 

Children’s gifts must be fostered 
deliberately and with great energy by parents and 

teachers of faith. Let us help you foster those gifts of 
faith in your children!! 

 

Did you know?  Research proves children raised with 
Religious education and Christian worldview succeed 

in life with greater purpose & direction. 
 

Every parish bears responsibility and is given the privilege 
to assist parents in providing both - God’s fullness of 

revealed Truth, revealed to the Catholic Church, for living a 
life worth living. 

 

We share this amazing gift through:  
• Lessons and activities 

• Committed and loving catechists who are eager to 
mentor  

We look forward to seeing you on September 13, 2020! 
 

May God be with you & watch over your families!! 
Becky Ready, Linda Bader & All PSR Catechists  

As I See It 
  

Deacon Michael Thomas,  
Pastoral Associate 
 

This July is very different than the twenty- four that have 
preceded it. If things would be as normal we would be 
celebrating JulyFest. Unfortunately we are all being told 
that we have a new normal. This “new normal” I 
personally feel none of us really understands.  
 

For just a moment I want to reflect and share with all of 
you what I have come to believe is for me the gift of my 
normal. On Friday July 17, I begin my twenty-fifth year 
as your pastoral associate.     
  

Twenty-five years ago, my first day on the job I was in 
the sacristy before the morning Mass. Sitting there on 
the bench in the sacristy was Hank Socha and John 
Burke. Neither of them had a clue as to what I was going 
to be doing here at St. Thomas More. Being the two 
weekday morning Mass lectors my presence must have 
somehow threaten them. So John finally asked me. Do 
you know how to read? To which I replied,” I think I do, 
but I am not sure, Fr. John thinks I can.” From that 
moment on Hank, John and I got along fine. After the 
morning Mass, two young people of the parish 
welcomed me with a big hug. Hank and John now pray 
with us from the Heavenly Eucharist. Sam and Alex 
have grown into wonderful adult members of our parish. 
Sam is often the cantor at the 8:00 am Sunday Mass. He 
and his wife Kathrine are expecting their first child. 
 

I have never forgotten my first day here at STM. To me it 
was a prophetic message. From the seniors of the 
parish I would learn the history of our parish community.  
Over the years I came to understand the beautiful gift of 
our parish community. So many times I have heard 
people tell me that they were looking for a parish. In their 
search they came here and they stayed. In the welcome 
I received from Alex and Sam, I received my introduction 
to the wonderful youth of our parish. To this day the 
energy of our young people energizes me. 
 

When I began my work here I did not come alone. My 
best friend and soulmate, Mary Kay, my wife of thirty 
years, came with me. You have made us feel so very 
welcome. When we needed a little TLC you were there  
for us the same way you have been for so many of our 
sisters and brothers over the years. 
 

We all find ourselves in the midst of something we never 
could have imagined. As much as we would like we can’t 
hug each other or even shake hands. In the absence of 

a hug, we really might need, let us turn to our Lord in the 
Eucharist whether we are able to come to Church or at 
home and must receive him spiritually. Holy Communion 
gives us the grace we all need to be the Faith 
Community Jesus insists we be. Soon our church will be 
full again as we return to our center, the Eucharist. 
 

In closing, I have never forgotten the advice my good 
friend and mentor, Father Frank Fritz gave me years 
ago, “Michael never stop loving the people of God.” And 
with Father Frank’s intercession in heaven and the 
Lord’s gift of grace I will continue to do just that. May 
God bless each and every one of you. 


