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The Service Component 

“There are different kinds of spiritual gifts but the same Spirit; there are different forms of service but the 

same Lord; there are different workings but the same God who produces all of them in everyone. To each 

individual the manifestations of the Spirit are given for some benefit.”  1 Corinthians 12: 4-7 

Why? 

Christ’s life was a life of service. We who call ourselves Christian proclaim that we are 

followers of Christ. The words and actions of Jesus should make a difference in the way we live 

our lives. We are to model our lives on that of Jesus so that we become more like Jesus, living 

lives of service. 

After He washed their feet, Jesus told his disciples—and they have told us— that He set an 

example for them, so that they (and you) will do just what He did for us. (John 13:15)  

Along with His teaching on the final judgment, Jesus taught us to:  

• feed the hungry 

• give drink to the thirsty 

• clothe the naked 

• befriend the lonely 

• visit the imprisoned

“Amen, I say to you, whatever you did for one of these least brothers of mine, you did for me.” 

Matthew 25:40 

We learn about Christian service in the Epistle from James, which was written as a collection 

of practical instructions for people scattered over the whole earth who struggled to learn how 

to live life as a Christian.  

“How good is it for people to say that they have faith if their actions do not prove it? Can that 

faith save them? Suppose there are brothers and sisters who need clothes and do not have 

enough to eat? What good is there in your saying to them, ‘Go in peace, keep warm and eat 

well,’ if you do not provide them the necessities of life? So it is with faith: if it is alone and 

includes no actions, then it is dead.” (James 2:14-17) 

The Service Component of Confirmation preparation stems from the duty of being a Christian.  

As we prepare for Confirmation, experiencing service for others, especially the stranger, is a 

fitting aspect of the sacramental preparation.  Whether Confirmation’s service project is in 

addition to other community service or a new experience for the confirmandi, it reflects that 

serving others should be an integral part of our lives.  

Your service will be invaluable to those you serve. You really do have the power make a 

difference to those who are less fortunate. 



What 

Small Group Service Projects can be fun, challenging, accomplish larger goals in terms of 

people’s needs, and deepen relationships in your group of friends as well as those you serve.    

We all tend to be self-centered and unaware of how much we have in relation to how little 
others have. The planning, scheduling, and reflection aspects of the group project is a valuable 
experience, working with others for the good of others.  
 
How many times did Jesus show us in his ministry the value of being together, serving together 
and loving one another?!! 

How? 

1. Look within yourself. List your gifts, talents and interests? 

2. Discuss with your small group the gifts, talents and interests in the group? 

3. Look through the suggestions of service project opportunities that serve other people. 
Which ones fit your small group’s interests, talents and gifts? 
 

4. The chosen activity should meet the following criteria: 

a. The activity should benefit someone other than yourself. 
b. It should be something that you are NOT already expected to do (i.e. normal chore for 

family, expected service hours at school) 

5. Ask the Lord to guide you and your group in your choice. 

6. Remember:  Service to others is not always pleasant or overly enjoyable. When service is 
hard, Christian service takes on a deeper dimension, helping us identify with the crucified 
Jesus Christ while truly making a difference. 
 

7. Your attitude toward what you are doing is more important than what you are doing.  

8. Remember who we are serving—Jesus!!  Serve as Jesus would serve.  Look for Jesus in 
everyone you meet. 

9. Remember who you are representing:  Catholics, Christians, and the St. Thomas More 
community.  Spread God’s Good News through your actions.   

10. Service to others calls for presence, not just for doing. Grant people dignity by looking them 
in the eye and greeting them with a smile.  As Saint Mother Teresa of Calcutta said, “Do all 
things with great love.” It is not how much you do; it is how much love you put into it. 

 

  



Suggested Examples of Service 

The following are small group service projects provided as ideas, but other ideas are welcome. 

Be creative and center on a meaningful project for your group.   

If you have an idea that isn’t listed here, contact Becky Ready or Linda Bader. 

General Community Service Projects 

• Work at a soup kitchen 

• Adopt a Shut-in for several  weeks and visit them to assist, talk, and play games 

• Create 
o Dinner event for Senior Citizens 
o Care Packages for People in the Armed Forces 
o Game Night at a Retirement Center 
o Thanksgiving Baskets for a Nursing Home or Home Bound Parishioners 

• Think Big: create a project to help poor people in another country 
o Organize a fundraiser for a specific item (e.g., sports tournament for water wells) 

Specific Community Service Project Agencies 

Check out the following Social Service Agencies in Cincinnati for possible project ideas: 

• Food Store or Kitchen 
o The Drop Inn Center - 217 W. 12th Street, Cincinnati 513-721-0643 
o The Food Pantry @ Grace Chapel - 406 Fourth Avenue, Mason 
o Free Store - 112 East Liberty Street, Cincinnati 513-241-1064 
o Open Door Pantry - 800 South Front Street, Hamilton 513-868-3276 
o Our Daily Bread - 1730 Race Street, Cincinnati 513-621-6364 
o Over-the Rhine Kitchen - 1620 Vine Street, Cincinnati 513-241-5121 
o St. Francis Seraph Kitchen - East Liberty Street, Cincinnati 513-207-0924 or 513- 421-

2547 
o Walnut Hills Kitchen - 2631 Gilbert Avenue, Cincinnati 513-961-1983 

 

• Miscellaneous 
o Working in Neighborhoods in South Cumminsville - 3726 Llewellyn Street, Cincinnati 

513-541-4109 
o Mercy Franciscans at St. John's - 1800 Logan Street, Cincinnati 513-651-6474 
o Welcome House - 205 Pike Street, Covington, KY 859-431-8717 
o Brighton Center - 375 Weaver Road, Florence, KY 859– 283-0903 
o Mercy Franciscans at St. Raphael's - 610 High Street, Hamilton 513-603-8200 
o Serve City / Chosen Shelter - 622 East Ave. Hamilton 



• 513-737-9701 (Serve City) 513-737-8900 (Chosen Shelter) 

• Haven House - 500 High Street, Hamilton 513-863-8866 

• 741 Senior Center - 570 N State Route 741, Lebanon 513-695-2239 

• Matthew 25 Ministries -  11060 Kenwood Rd  Cincinnati, OH  (513) 793-6256 

• Miscellaneous 
o Ronald McDonald House - 350 Erkenbrecher Ave Cincinnati, OH  (513) 636-764 
o One Way Farm -  6131 E River Rd   Fairfield, OH   (513) 829-3276 
o Clermont County Seniors- 135 N Union St   Bethel, OH  (513) 734-3812 
o https://www.sweetcheeksdiaperbanks.org/volunteer/ 
o Stepping Stones: www.steppingstonesvolunteer.org  

▪ Allyn Campus:1414 Lake Allyn Rd. Batavia, OH 45103 
▪ Given Campus: 5650 Given Rd. Cincinnati, OH 45243 

• Anderson Senior Center  7970 Beechmont Avenue 474-3100   

• Beech Acres    6881 Beechmont Avenue 231-6630   

• Salem Park Nursing Home  6164 Salem Road  231-8292  

• Mount Washington Care Center 6900 Beechmont Avenue 231-4561 

• Giving Fields   https://freestorefoodbank.org/the-giving-fields-a-chance-to-volunteer-as-

a-family/  

Service Projects via Internet 

Here are websites that offer additional project ideas: (must have approval of DRE or CRE)   

www.makeadifferenceday.com 

www.ysa.org 

www.servenet.org 

www.youthserve.net 

www.student-service-awards.org  
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