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SYNOD 
 

Pope Francis has 
convoked a universal 
synod of the church to 

operate for the next two 
years. The theme of the 
synod is COMMUNION, 

PARTICIPATION and MISSION. The synod involves every 
segment of church membership. These segments are even 
enumerated: 1. The lay faithful, 2. Lay organizations, 3. The 

lay unfaithful (those who no longer practice their faith), 4. The 
young, 5. The elderly, 6. Those in religious orders, 7. The 
clergy, 8. The poor, migrants and immigrants, men and 

women 9. All those living on the margins. In other words, 
Pope Francis would like to hear from everyone. 

 

The Second Vatican Council envisioned a Synodal Church 
and what emerged first was the Synod of Bishops. Pope 
Francis is taking the present practice to the next level by 

including all members in a synodal process. Pope Francis has 
stated “Synodality is a constitutive element of the Church….In 

this Church, as in an inverted pyramid, the top is located 
beneath the base. A synodal Church is a Church which 

listens, which realizes that listening is more than just hearing.  
It is a mutual listening in which everyone has something to 

learn. The faithful people, the college of bishops, the Bishop 
of Rome: all listening to each other, and all listening to the 

Holy Spirit, the “Spirit of truth,” in order to know what the Spirit 
says to the Churches. This Synod is being faithful to the 

overall vision of Vatican II.   
 

This synod is all about addressing the mission of the Church 
which is the salvation of souls throughout the world through 

EVANGELIZATION. In COMMUNION we all come together 
as the People of God and can contribute. Everyone is being 
called to PARTICIPATE in the input, not just the clergy. In 

doing this, and in unearthing the issues before the Church, we 
can all then move together into the future in accomplishing the 

MISSION.  
 

Our part in the Synod is being organized presently and we 
should be hearing sometime in December (if all stays on 

schedule) about when and where we will be able to give our 
input on some very important issues for the whole Church. 

Rev. William Wagner 

ST. JUDE PRAYER 
OF THANKSGIVING 

 

St. Jude Pray for Us 
 

I receive the gifts of God with 

a grateful spirit. St. Jude, help 

me to see the blessings that 

surround me and give me life. I 

offer you my prayer of 

thanksgiving. Give me the 

grace to be forever thankful for 

God’s love and mercy, and the 

gift of life each day. May this 

gratitude inspire me to give 

generously of myself to 

others—in my actions, in my 

prayers, and in my fortune 

however small that may be. Be 

with me now, St. Jude. Linger 

with me in gratitude, and let 

thanks fill my heart, washing 

away my pains and troubles. 

May I desire nothing except to 

be in God’s presence, and to 

learn from you to be an 

example of hope, love, and 

thanksgiving to everyone I 

meet. Amen. 



MUSIC MINISTRY UPDATE 
I am in such gratitude for everything 
that has happened within our music 
ministry over the last year. While 
being away from church, and my 
church family was so hard, the 
outpouring of time, generosity, and 
love never ceased from this parish. 
Here are a lot of the things that have 
been improved and accomplished 
throughout the last year. 
 

In March of 2020, we were able to 
purchase a new (used) organ. This 
instrument is incredibly versatile, 
and has enhanced the music 
program immensely. There are 
practically no limitations with this 
organ, whether it be leading hymns, 
playing instrumental music, or 
leading our chant-based Mass 
setting at the 8:00 am Mass. The 
organ will be working in full capacity 
this year at the Christmas Masses, 
and music is being selected to help 
showcase everything this organ has 
to offer! 
 

Also in mid-2020 the installation of 
the pipe façade began, allowing us 
to raise the organ speakers off of 
the floor. This saves us floor space 
and enhances the sound of the 
organ. The pipes utilized from the 
old pipe organ make the back wall 
so much more beautiful as well, and 

enhance the overall appearance of our 
church. 
 

The generous gift of time and 
resources was also given by a 
wonderful family in the parish who built 
and donated custom risers for the choir 
loft. These risers help us accommodate 
our growing choirs at the 4:00 pm and 
10:00 am Masses, and make it easier 
for people in the back to still be able to 
see. 
 

In more recent months, all 
microphones and sound components in 
the choir loft have been replaced with 
new state of the art sound equipment. 
In addition to that, all of the main 
amplifiers, and mixer have been 
replaced for the main church sound 
system. While the old system we had 
no control over volumes, making it very 
difficult to find a good balance between 
our array of lectors and priests, the 
new system allows us to control the 
sound, and ensure that everything that 
happens in Mass can be heard. 
Included in this was replacing the 
Marian Chapel speakers, and putting in 
better speakers in the main vestibule. 
This wouldn’t be possible if it weren’t 
for countless volunteer hours given by 
one of our own parishioners, who 
worked with me multiple days a week 
tweaking things, running new wires, 

installing new components, etc. 
 

Last but not least, in August the 
choirs finally got to return to Mass in 
full capacity. I will admit I was 
incredibly nervous about putting the 
choirs back in that hadn’t sung 
together in nearly 18 months. But 
both returning choir members and 
new ones alike all came together 
and blew my socks off! I am honored 
to lead a program of such dedicated 
and devoted people. We are always 
looking for more people to join our 
choir family, and are especially in 
need of singers for the Saturday 
evening Mass. While choir does 
require some work and effort, it is so 
rewarding to serve the parish, 
especially alongside the existing 
dedicated members of our music 
ministry. 
 

My heart is so full of gratitude for 
everything that has been 
accomplished within our music 
ministry at St. Thomas More. None 
of this would be possible without our 
volunteers, our wonderful supportive 
parishioners, and Christ who 
strengthens us each and every day. 
It is an honor to be here, now going 
into my 6th

 
year as your music 

director. 
 

-Douglas J. Stegeman 

Liturgical Ministers and the Christmas Season 
 

By the time this edition of More About Us reaches us in our homes it will most likely be less than a month 
until the celebration of Christmas. 
 

The annual celebration of the Lord’s birth is indeed a wonderful time of the year. It is a time where we all try 
to gather with our families and share in many different holiday traditions. 
 

In our planning we cannot forget our parish family. We face a big challenge this year. We are drastically 
down in our number of Liturgical Ministers. This is due largely to the pandemic and the fact that a large 
number of our parish has not yet returned to Mass on a regular basis. You can see from the attached Advent 
schedule we have many scheduled liturgies all of which need ministers. For example, from Christmas Eve 
through December 26,The Feast of the Holy Family, we have eight scheduled Masses. 
 

We are currently in the process of re-training our Junior High Altar Servers, but we need more young people 
to step forward and begin servers training. We need ushers and greeters for every Mass. It would be 
wonderful if some of you could do more than one Mass. The same is true for lectors and extra ordinary 
ministers of the Eucharist and Mass coordinators. 
 

If you would like to help out just for the Christmas Season, see one of our Mass coordinators after a 
weekend Mass and give them your name. We will set up a time when we can show you what to do. Let us 
come together to make this a most joyful and glorious celebration. As we celebrate Thanksgiving, we would 
like to thank all those who are currently in these positions. You are truly a blessing to our parish family. 
 

Deacon Michael Thomas 
The Parish Worship Commission 



Dear Parishioner, 
  
The first Christmas surely marks a turning point in the history of the world. God has 
visited his people! He has come to stay! The Advent season prepares us for the great 
feast of the Incarnation. 
  
 Just as Abraham, Moses, the Prophets and Kings prepared Israel to know its God, so 
the Church’s liturgy assists us to celebrate the reality of the Lord’s presence among us. 
Not only that, we are urged to look forward and be ready for Christ’s coming to us at 
the end of time. That’s why we schedule a Penance Service in Advent. We need to be 
spiritually ready to welcome Christ into our hearts and not just “culturally” ready with 
gifts, decorations and parties. 
  
It is my prayer that all our parishioners will know the real reason for the season and 
put the Lord first. 
  
Have a blessed Christmas and a New Year filled with Hope! 
  
Yours in Christ,     

      Fr. Bill 
  

Rev. William C. Wagner, Pastor 
& St. Thomas More Parish Staff 

  

  

  
                    St. Thomas More Parish 
                         800 Ohio Pike 
                    Cincinnati, Ohio  45245 
              (513) 752-2080   www.sttm.org                                                  
  

(see other side for Holiday Schedule)

http://www.sttm.org/


Thurs - Nov 25  Thanksgiving Day - 10:00 am Mass  
    Parish Office Closed 
  

Fri - Nov 26   No 8:30 am Mass / No Adoration 
                                    Parish Office Closed 
 

Thurs - Dec 2                 Parish Advent Reconciliation - 7:00 pm   
  

Wed - Dec 8           Solemnity of the Immaculate  Conception  
                                       Holy Day of Obligation  Masses - 8:30 am, 12:15 & 7:30 pm  
    Parish Office Closed   
        

Fri - Dec 24   Christmas Vigil - Masses 3:00, 5:00 & 9:00 pm 
    No 8:30 am Mass / No Adoration  
    Parish Office Closed 
  

Sat - Dec 25  Christmas Masses - 8:00 & 10:00 am 
    No Confessions / No 4:00 pm Mass 
  

Sun - Dec 26  Feast of the Holy Family, Jesus, Mary & Joseph 
    Masses - 8:00 & 10:00 am, & 12:00 pm 
  

Mon - Dec 27  8:30 am Communion Service 
    Parish Office Closed 
  

        

Fri - Dec 31   Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 
    Holy Day of Obligation - Vigil Mass - 5:00 pm 
    No 8:30 am Mass / No Adoration  
    Parish Office Closed 
  

Sat - Jan 1   Holy Mary, Mother of God 
    Holy Day of Obligation - Mass 10:00 am 
                                    No Confessions / No 4:00 pm Mass 
  

Sun - Jan 2   Epiphany of the Lord 
    Masses - 8:00 & 10:00 am, & 12:00 pm 
  

Mon - Jan 3  8:30 am Communion Service  
  

Sat - Jan 8   Baptism of the Lord 
    Mass - 4:00 pm 
  

Sun - Jan 9   Baptism of the Lord 
    Mass - 8:00 & 10:00 am 

ST. THOMAS MORE PARISH 
CHRISTMAS OCTAVE LITURGIES  



ADVENT IS QUICKLY 
APPROACHING 

 
At Mass, after 
praying the Lord’s 
Prayer, we hear “. . . as we await 
the blessed hope and the 
coming of our Savior, Jesus 
Christ.” This prayer reminds us 
that during Advent, we wait in 
joy, in hope, and in anticipation 
for the wonderful event we are 
about to experience—the feast 
of Christmas, the coming of 
Christ into our lives in new ways, 
the return of Christ in glory at the 
end of time. As the Church, we 
wait during Advent and look 
forward to celebrating the fact 
that God loves us so much that 
he sent his Son into the world to 
save us. This waiting is far from 
empty; rather, it is full of the 
hope that God promises us as 
we prepare for Christ in the feast 
of Christmas. Try planning some 
family activities during this 
Advent! 
 

Article Submitted by Becky Ready, DRE 
 

FAMILY ACTIVITIES DURING ADVENT 
 

Here are listed 25 activities that are fun to do during Advent: 

1. Make or buy an Advent wreath together 

2. Go choose a fresh Christmas tree together this year 

3. Turn on Christmas music and decorate the tree together 

4. Make and decorate Christmas cookies for a neighbor (and some for you, too, of course) 

5. Watch your favorite Christmas movie and put M&M’s in your popcorn 

6. Go ice skating 

7. Go out for a Christmassy coffee or hot chocolate 

8. Go out for a drive and look at Christmas lights 

9. Learn some Christmas carols 

10. Make some Christmas ornaments for the tree 

11. Choose a family in need and buy their kids Christmas gifts 

12. Make Christmas Cards for people you love 

13. Go take pictures with Santa or a special family photo 

14. Read “The Night Before Christmas” or your favorite Christmas story while drinking cocoa 

15. Put on your hats, gloves, scarves and boots and take a winter hike 

16. Have a present wrapping competition and see who can wrap presents the best (Have                 
        various awards- Best, Prettiest, Most creative, Neatest, Most colorful…) 

17. Go out for a special Christmas treat 

18. Take those carols you learned and go caroling in your neighborhood 

19. Use window markers to make snowflakes on the windows in your bedrooms 

20. Buy Santa hats and glitter glue at the dollar store and make your own customized hats. 

21. Have a Christmas sock- exchange 

22. Exchange names as a family and make a special gift for the person you chose 

23. Decorate Gingerbread houses 

24. Heat up apple juice with a cinnamon stick and some cloves on the stove and have some 
       apple cider after dinner 

25. Read the Christmas story together from the Bible as a family 

                         

               Parish App Launched  
 

We are happy to announce that St. Thomas More now has 
its own app for Apple and Android phones. 

 

Our new app will allow us to send you useful and important 
messages throughout the week regarding our parish life 

and events, and allow you to reply to messages or RSVP for events. The 
app will also allow small groups, choir groups and ministry groups to 

have group discussions. 
  

So, be sure to download the app today by texting App to 88202 or by 
searching for myparish on your phone's app store, or by visiting 

myparishapp.com and stay connected with us all week long. 

 

NEW PARISH WEB SITE 
  

Our new parish web site is scheduled to go live in November. 
The purpose of this change is to allow for easy use on smart 

phones and tablets, and easier navigation within the website. The 
new website will have an Online Giving feature, which wasn’t 

available to us on the old website. Our online registration form is 
easier to get new parishioners registered. 

 

First, and foremost, no information was changed. Everything has just been reformatted for easier navigation, 
access, and better viewing with a clean updated look. 

 

Be sure to check out our new website at www.sttm.org. 

http://www.sttm.org
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Sunday, January 30 from 1:30 - 3:00 pm 
  

Come visit our campus, meet our faculty, and discover why 
St. Thomas More School is "More Than You Can Imagine!" 


