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Dear Parishioners, 

 It was a joy to celebrate my first Christmas as pastor of the Holy Spirit 

Community. Thanks to everyone who offered their time, talent, and treasure during the 

Christmas season for everything from decorating the church to our Angel Tree 

Initiative. Thank you also for your kind Christmas cards. It was an unusual Christmas 

this year, as we were hit particularly hard with COVID in our community. Please be 

assured of my prayers for those who are still recovering.  

 Our next big event is Catholic Schools Week. Catholic education has been a big part 

of my life. In fact, it’s been the majority of my life. From preschool through advanced 

degrees at the university level, I spent a total of twenty-five years in Catholic school. I am 

extremely grateful for the education I have received because it formed me into the man and priest that I am today. 

I can think back fondly upon the wonderful teachers I had that challenged me to strive for academic excellence 

and conform my life to Christ. They inspired me to seek truth, goodness, and beauty, and never stop my 

educational journey.  

 We have much to celebrate this year at Holy Spirit School. Having served the community for over sixty 

years, our school continues to thrive under the leadership of Sr. Marie Antonelli, MPF, to whom I am deeply 

grateful. I thank our dedicated teachers, who help form our students in a loving, family-friendly environment. I also 

thank our parents who have entrusted their children to our care.  

 We look forward to celebrating the opening of Catholic Schools Week on Sunday, January 30th at the 11:00 

AM Mass. We are also eager to celebrate a special mass with Bishop Kevin J. Sweeney, on Thursday, February 3rd 

at 10:00 AM. Bishop Kevin will speak to our children about vocations.  

 As parishioners, I thank you for your continued support of our parish school and ask your continued 

partnership in promoting, by word of mouth, the good that goes on each day in our school building. Join me in a 

prayer of thanksgiving for our parish school and the intentions of our school families.  

     

        God Bless You, 

      

        Fr. Stephen  
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Holy Spirit Parish Mission Statement 

We the people of Holy Spirit Parish are a worshipping 

community, called by God, and empowered by the 

Holy Spirit, sharing joyfully the Good News of 

Jesus Christ’s message of love and salvation.  

We offer prayer, fellowship, hospitality, service and 

outreach with all who seek a relationship with Christ. 

 

NEXT IN THE LITURGICAL YEAR 

March 2, 2022 

Holy Thursday:  April 14, 2022 
 
Good Friday:   April 15, 2022 
 
Holy Saturday:  April 16, 2022 

April 17, 2022 
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23 Baptized 

 

   

 

     45 
  Received 
 

First Eucharist 

   

31 

Received 

 

Confirmation 

 

 

 

25 

Funerals  

One Wedding 

31 

First Reconciliations 

The Sacramental Year in Review 
2021 

At Holy Spirit Church 
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“I want to walk as a child of the light…… 

...I want to follow Jesus.” 

Phoenix DeFilippo, his parents, godparents, family 
and friends are happy and proud to share Phoenix’ 
Baptism with his parish community.  Phoenix is a 
student at Holy Spirit School.  He was Baptized and 
received First Eucharist on October 16, 2021. 
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Psalm 127:3. “Children are a heritage from he 
Lord, offspring a reward from him.”  

Celebrating First Reconciliation 

Sacraments are efficacious signs of grace, instituted by Christ and entrusted to the 
Church, through which Divine life is given. There are seven Sacraments: Baptism, 
Confirmation, Eucharist, Reconciliation, Anointing of the Sick, Matrimony, and 
Holy Orders. ... The seven sacraments are God's gift to each us.  

Our sincere thanks to Jase Sanders and his family for 
sharing photos of the experience of Jase’s First 
Reconciliation on December 11, 2021. 
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Preparing their Hearts for Confirmation 

Project Linus 
 
The Confirmation candidates at Holy Spirit 
Church will again be making fleece blankets 
in support of Project Linus.  Project Linus 
collects donated blankets to be distributed 
to local hospitals and shelters.  The 
candidates will be given the option of 
working as a group in the church, or taking 
the materials home to work independently.  
Forty-seven of our young parishioners have 
signed up to work on this project. 

Prayer to the Holy Spirit 

Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts 
of your faithful and kindle in 
them the fire of your love. 

Send forth your Spirit and they 
shall be created. And you shall 
renew the face of the earth. 

O God, who by the light of the 
Holy Spirit, did instruct the 
hearts of the faithful, grant that 
by the same Holy Spirit we may 
be truly wise and ever enjoy his 
consolations. 

Through the same Christ Our 
Lord. Amen. 
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Bambinello Sunday at Holy Spirit Church 

On the weekend of Decem-
ber 11/12, Fr. Stephen 
Prisk, Pastor at Holy Spirit 
Church in Pequannock, in-
troduced the Advent tradi-
tion of Bambinello Sunday 
to the parish, particularly to 
engage the young parishion-
ers, and also to help keep 
central to our Christmas 
preparations the anticipated 
coming of the Lord Jesus 
into our homes and hearts. 

The Bambinello tradition 
began during the papacy of 
Pope St. John Paul II and is 
celebrated when the chil-
dren of Rome and their fam-
ilies fill St. Peter’s Square 
on Gaudete Sunday, the 
third Sunday of Advent, for 
the blessing of the ‘little ba-
by Jesus.’  On this day the 
children bring from home their Christ-child figures, their bambinello, from their own family nativity scenes.  

Pope Francis has continued the tradition, blessing the statuettes which children bring before him in the 
Square.  Fr. Stephen encouraged Holy Spirit families to join in the celebration, to help our young children 
to make the connection between the Nativity set at home and Holy Spirit Church, where they worship 
each weekend.   

Before the final blessing, Fr. Stephen invited the children of the parish to join him at the front of the church 
with their Baby Jesus statues: “God, our Father, you so loved humankind that you sent us your son, Je-
sus, born of the Virgin Mary, to save us and lead us back to you.  We pray that with your blessing, these 

images of Jesus who is about to come 
among us, may be a sign of your pres-
ence and love in our homes.” 

Continuing the prayer before the chil-
dren, Fr. Stephen asked for blessings 
also for their “parents, families, and 
friends”, and asked God to “open our 
hearts so that we may be able to re-
ceive Jesus in joy….and see Him in all 
those who are in need of our love.” 

Fr. Stephen asked the families to take 
the the Baby Jesus home, put the figure 
in a gift box, wrap it, and put it in a 
place of honor to be the first gift the 
family opens on Christmas.   The fami-
lies would then place the blessed Christ
-child figure in the manger and welcome 
Christmas into their homes. 
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CHRISTMAS 

 

 

Blessing of the Christmas trees by Fr. Stephen 
Prisk, Pastor: 
 

“May the light and cheer these trees give us be 
a sign of the joy that fills our hearts.  May all 
who delight in these trees come to know the 
joy of salvation.” 
 

The tree lot opened on November 27, and by 
December 4, all 500 trees and 48 wreaths had 
been sold.  We’re grateful to our school parents, 
alum parents, friends, and all who made a 
purchase at this fundraiser for the benefit of our 
school. 

From the Santa Breakfast 

Merry Christmas ! 
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The Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception 

“Put yourself in Mary’s shoes.  First of all, an 

angel comes and greets you with ‘Hail, full of 

grace’”… 

Fr. Stephen’s homily at the school Mass for the 
children and adults of the community on the 
Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception spoke of 
God’s plan for each of us, citing the example of 
Mary being chosen as the Mother of Jesus:  

“Mary had no idea that she was chosen from 
before her birth to be the Mother of God.  From 
the moment she was conceived in her mother 
Ann’s womb, God had decided that she would be 
the mother of Jesus.” 

 

Fr. Stephen explained to the students that God 
chose Mary to accomplish something great and 
he chooses each of us to accomplish something 
great.  Recalling a lesson presented recently to 
the fifth grade on vocations, Fr. Stephen 
reminded the students and adult congregation 
that “some among us may accomplish something 
miraculous, such as finding a cure for a disease”, 
but God is calling most of us to simply be faithful 
in the simple things in life.  “And there is great 
beauty in that.  That alone is accomplishing 
something great:  conforming ourselves more and 
more each day to Jesus.” 

 

“God makes everything good.  None of us is a 
mistake; none of us is an accident.  God has 
created each of us for a reason and a specific 
purpose.  He has willed for of us to be here 
on Earth.  He loves each and every one of us 
infinitely and and has a plan for each and 
every one of our lives. It is our job to figure 
out what that plan is and to respond with 
the words of our Blessed Mother, ‘Lord, may 
it be done to me according to Your Word.” 
 

~from Fr. Stephen’s homily, emphasizing the value and 
worth of all 

Sharing his own life experiences, Fr. Stephen 
told the students of his previous family 
knowledge of, and connection to Sr. Marie, his 
experiences having lunch at Friendly’s in town 
with his grandmother, “Never in a million years 
did I think I would be here—let along as a priest.  
“I had no idea that this would be my life, yet here 
I am!” 

 

“Blessed are you  
among women.” 



 

Christmas Eve 9PM Mass at Holy Spirit 
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“The perfect family is not 
one that is without fault, 
but one that seeks the face 
of God.” 

 
~Fr. Stephen, at his Christmas Eve homily 

In his Christmas Eve homily, Fr. Stephen spoke of 
the  human aspects of Jesus, who in his 
incarnation came to us as fully human and fully 
Divine.  He spoke of Jesus’ imperfect human 
lineage which, like all of ours, includes saints and 
sinners alike.  He spoke of the very human 
difficulties faced by the Holy Family, which are 
similar to those faced by families today.   We may 
find that our families are not “Facebook” or 
“Instgram” perfect, but include challenges to be 
shared by all, including Jesus, Mary and Joseph. 
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Commemorating the 350th Birthday of St. Lucy Filippini 

The Holy Spirit Church and School community 
observed the 350

th
 birthday of St. Lucy Filippini at 

a special all-school Mass on January 13.  St. Lucy 
Filippini is the Foundress of the Religious 
Teachers Filippini community, whose members 
have led and staffed our school for the past 65 
years. 
 

St. Lucy is best known for her early devotion to 
Mary and the church, which shaped her life’s 
ministry and mission to educate young women, to 
promote the dignity of womanhood and help 
influence a healthy family life.  In 1707, Pope 
Clement XI called Lucy to Rome to start schools, 
which he placed under his special protection. Here 
she completed the work of founding 52 schools 
during her lifetime. 

Pictured below are those students who participated 
in the Mass celebration, along with Fr. Stephen 
Prisk, Pastor; Sr. Marie Antonelli, MPF, Principal at 
Holy Spirit for the past 38 years; and Sr. Lena 
Mignogna, MPF, and Sr. Jean Raspolich, MPF, 
who reside at the convent and provide a religious 
visibility and presence in the church. 
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CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK 

Holy Spirit School is busy preparing for National Catholic Schools 

Week which will highlight this year’s theme of Catholic education- “Faith, 

Excellence, Service.”  

Along with our Pastor, Fr. Stephen Prisk, and Principal, Sr. Marie 

Antonelli, the theme of each day will be celebrated by the Holy Spirit 

School community in a variety of activities and events.  

We will kick off this exciting week by celebrating our Parish with 

Mass at 11:00 on Sunday, January 30th. On Monday, we will celebrate 

our community by learning all about our annual service project, Grains of 

Hope. Mr. Unger will visit to explain the importance of this community 

project, and the students will present him with their donations from Tag 

Day.  

The lower grades will also be creating notes of appreciation for 

our community helpers. Additionally, students will be collecting supplies 

for the Pequannock Animal Shelter throughout the week. We will 

celebrate our students on Tuesday at a Student Government meeting in the afternoon. We will hear 

memories of our alumni and parents who attended Catholic school about how Holy Spirit School and 

Catholic education influenced their lives and how they continue to grow in their faith today. On 

Wednesday, to celebrate our nation, we will make cards for members of the military, write letters to our 

legislators in support of school choice, and participate in a Red, White, and Blue Challenge. The lower 

grades will assemble their Kindness Tree, highlighting the Fruits of the Holy Spirit.  

To celebrate vocations, we are blessed to welcome Bishop Sweeney for a celebratory Mass on 

Thursday, February 3rd at 10:00am. We look forward to his visit to our school during this very special 

time. To wrap up a busy week, we will be celebrating our faculty, staff, and volunteers with a special 

luncheon on Friday. The students will also participate in our much anticipated whole-school STREAM 

Challenge. 

Throughout the year, Holy Spirit School provides our students many daily opportunities 

to be successful both inside of the classroom with our rigorous AdvancED accredited curriculum and 

outside of the classroom in a variety of activities. We have both boys’ and girls’ basketball teams for 

grades 5-8, chess/games club, instrumental music, and performing 

arts. This year, our Performing Arts program will proudly present The 

Lion King, Jr. on March 17-20, 2022.. 

   All of us at Holy Spirit School are blessed to put the faith, 

excellence, and service opportunities of Catholic Education into 

action in our daily lives, growing in Gospel values and led by the Holy 

Spirit. For more information, contact Sr. Marie Antonelli, Principal, at 

mantonelli@att.net or at 973-835-5680. We welcome you to join us! 

 

Written by Ms. Krislyn Sutherland, teacher at Holy Spirit School 

mailto:mantonelli@att.net
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The Diocese of Paterson supports the formation of its youths intellectually, spiritually and physically. The 
Catholic Youth Organization of the Diocese of Paterson provides our catholic youths the opportunity to 
grow athletically in an environment that fosters teamwork, good sportsmanship and faith. 

CYO Basketball 

Pictured is the Girls’ 
Varsity team in its 
second year of 
existence.  The team 
consists of nine girls 
from Grades 5-8 at 
Holy Spirit School.  
Coaches are Jim 
Jourdan and George 
Yodice. 

 

Congratulations to 
the girls and coaches 
for securing their first 
win on January 23 
against St. Anthony’s, 
Hawthorne. 

Pictured right is the 
Holy Spirit boys’ CYO 
basketball team with 
Coach Rich DeFabio, 
Fr. Stephen and Sr. 
Marie. 

 

The boys had a very 
good weekend on 
January 23, beating 
IHM of Wayne by 30 
points! 
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School and Church Life in Pictures 
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Flock Note 

Check our websites regularly 
Holy Spirit Church   www.holyspiritparishnj.org 
Holy Spirit School   www.holyspiritschoolpequannock.org 
 

Find us on Facebook 
Holy Spirit Church   https://www.facebook.com/HolySpiritParishPequannock/ 
Holy Spirit School   https://www.facebook.com/holyspiritpequannock/ 
 

Follow us on Instagram 
Holy Spirit Church and School HolySpiritPequannock 

Holy Spirit Church uses “FlockNote”, which is the 
Diocesan standard for the most efficient and 
effective communication with parishioners. 
 
We send a weekly email notifying members of the 
posting of the weekend Mass, and include 
pertinent announcements and flyers.  Emails 
notifying of a death in the parish family along with 
other time-sensitive information is sent on an as-
needed basis. 
 
If you are not receiving our parish emails or know 
someone who would like to be connected with our 
church community, please email 
kimrizzo@holyspiritparishnj.org. 
 
You can also sign up yourself by going to 
holyspiritparish.flocknote.com.  Simply click 
"Sign Me Up" and be guided through the quick-
and-simple signup process.  

 
Holy Spirit Church, Pequannock 
www.holyspiritparishnj.org 
 
Online Giving for Holy Spirit Church 
https://holyspiritparishnj.churchgiving.com/ 

 
Holy Spirit School, Pequannock 
https://holyspiritschoolpequannock.org/ 
 
Online Giving for Holy Spirit School 
https://holyspiritschoolpequannock.org/donations 
 
The Religious Teachers Filippini 
https://www.filippiniusa.org/ 
 
St. Paul Inside the Walls: The Catholic Center for 
Evangelization at Bayley-Ellard 
https://www.insidethewalls.org/ 
 

United States Conference of Catholic Bishops 
Daily Readings 
https://bible.usccb.org/daily-bible-reading 
 

Diocese of Paterson 
https://www.patersondiocese.org/ 
 

The Vatican 
http://www.vatican.va/content/vatican/en.html 

Useful Links and Refernces 

AWAY FROM HOME ON THE 

WEEKEND? 

Go to www.masstimes.org to find 

convenient Mass times and 

schedules wherever you are 

traveling. 

Qualified Charitable Distributions 

If you’ve been a good saver and you want to 
share your love with Holy Spirit Church or 
School, you can gift directly from your IRA. 
These gifts, called Qualified Charitable 
Distributions (QCDs), can be made when the IRA 
owner reaches age 70 ½.  

Note that if a donor wishes to make a QCD from 
their IRA, they cannot do so until the day they 
actually turn age 70½.  

QCDs can be done only from IRA accounts, 
whether traditional or Roth, and even inherited 
IRAs are included. For more information, please 
contact the parish office. 

Social Media 

Please consider joining the 654 people on 
Facebook who “like” our Holy Spirit School 
Facebook page, and the 412 people who 
“like” our Holy Spirit Parish Facebook page. 
 
Please also join our 151 followers (and 
growing!) on Instagram. 


