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Dear Friends, 

I feel a little more prepared for Christmas than usual. Perhaps it is because this 
year we have four whole weeks of Advent, something that only happens every 
couple of years. I am grateful to everyone who has made this Advent a 
particularly prayerful one. I thank Steve Kass for leading us in an Advent 
Reflection. I thank our youth ministers, Amelia and Anthony Lodato, and their 
team of volunteers who have helped our teens prepare for Christmas. I thank 
Mike and Anne Tizio, Kim Rizzo, and their helpers, and all who participated in the 
Angel Tree and Operation Christmas Child collections, which gave us the 
opportunity to serve our brothers and sisters in need. I would also like to send a 
special shout out to Girl Scout Troop 97722, Maureen Allex, Jim Iorio, Marty Drag, 
and Tom Parrotta, who helped decorate the exterior of our church, making the most 
of our prime real estate on the Turnpike! 

As we quickly approach Christmas, let us remember that the true reason for the season is Jesus. We can 
easily become distracted by Christmas parties and shopping, but let those good things not take us away 
from the one thing necessary at this time of year, preparing our hearts and our families’ hearts for the 
celebration of the Incarnation. We do so by taking extra time for prayer and making a good confession. If 
you have not had the opportunity yet, please consider the Sacrament of Reconciliation before Christmas. No 
matter how long is has been there is nothing to fear, only plenty to gain! All of our children in school and 
religious formation had the opportunity to go to confession this month. How about mom and dad? Our 
Advent Holy Hour and Reconciliation Service is this Monday, December 19, from 7:00 PM – 8:00 PM. Hope 
to see you there. 

I am continually awed by the generosity of our parishioners with their time, talent, and treasure. When 
considering your offering this Christmas, please keep in mind that there is one less weekend collection this 
year because Christmas falls on a Sunday. This automatically sets us back about $6,000.00. At the end of 
the day, I am confident God will provide, but I offer this information as it is my responsibility as your pastor. 

My prayers are with you, as always. I hope that the peace of Christ fills your hearts this Christmas and that 
the Lord might bless all of us with health in the New Year. 

One final challenge - Let’s be sure to be extra welcoming to our brothers and sisters who come to Mass this 
Christmas. We want them to come more often! 

        Sincerely,  

 

        Fr. Stephen 
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Holy Spirit Parish Mission Statement 

We the people of Holy Spirit Parish are a worshipping 

community, called by God, and empowered by the 

Holy Spirit, sharing joyfully the Good News of 

Jesus Christ’s message of love and salvation.  

We offer prayer, fellowship, hospitality, service and 

outreach with all who seek a relationship with Christ. 

 

Sunday, December 18      Fourth Sunday of Advent 

     Hospitality Sunday hosted by the  

     Holy Spirit Girl  Scouts following the 9AM Mass 

 

Monday, December 19      Advent Penance Service:  Holy Hour and    

     Confessions, 7-8PM 

 

Saturday,  December 24 Christmas Eve Mass Celebrations:   

     3PM, 5PM, 9PM 

 

Sunday, December 25    Christmas Day Mass Celebrations:      

      8:30AM, 10:30AM   NO 7PM Mass 

 

Saturday, December 31     Solemnity of Mary 

        5:00PM  New Years Eve Mass 

 

Sunday, January 1    Solemnity of Mary 

               New Years Day Mass  Schedule 

       7:30AM, 9AM, 11AM, 7PM 

 

 

 

A LOOK AHEAD 



3 

FIRST SATURDAY OF THE MONTH HOLY HOUR 

Offering additional opportunities for spiritual growth and prayer, Fr. Stephen has begun a practice of the 

monthly Holy Hour.  Held on the first Saturday of the Month, the Holy Hours offer a different theme each 

month with a reflection by Fr. Stephen, time for adoration, and an opportunity for confessions.  Coffee 

and bagels follow in the church basement meeting room, provided by the Men of St. Joseph. 

In “Praying with the Saints”, Fr. Stephen 

offered the perspective that Saints are the 

pivotal players of our faith, the ones we look 

to for inspiration, to be close to us as friends 

and to be intercessors for us—like a friend 

we can go to and ask for prayers.  Have you 
ever thought of the Saints as someone you 
can go to regularly and ask for prayers? 

As Catholics we are part of the universal 

church, not only in the present world where 

we are living in right now, but a universal 

church in terms of the whole history of the 

church.  We participate in the life of the 

church that spans 2000 years so we can 

have friends from 1500 years ago who can 

be very close to us right here and now.  Fr. 

Stephen shared his own experiences of 

saints coming into his life, and how he was 

influenced by their lives. 

The theme for the December Holy Hour was 

“Preparing Our Hearts for Christmas”. 

 

Beginning with the reading from the Prophet 

Isaiah “Prepare the way for the LORD in the 
wilderness; make a straight highway for our 
God in the desert…”   Fr. Stephen invited 

participants to quietly allow the Lord to 

speak to their hearts while contemplating: 

 

 What are the mountains and the hills in 

our lives that need to be made level? 

 What stumbling blocks are there in our 

lives that are causing us to fall? 

 Where do we need to grow in humility? 

 What sins do we need to overcome? 

 What wounds do we have that need to 

be healed by the Lord? 

 

“Put yourself in  

God’s presence.” 
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“In the wilderness, prepare the way 

of the Lord.  Make straight in the 

desert a highway for our God.” 
 

Isaiah 40:3 



5 



6 

 

THE TRIDUUM OF:  “ALL SAINTS’ EVE…. 

 

*Celebrating Halloween 

is a way to enjoy time 

with friends and family, 

engage the community, 

and be a light for Jesus 

in the hardest and 

darkest places  

like Halloween night.  

Pictured left is the  

Class of 2023, with  

Fr. Stephen Prisk, Pastor,  

Sr.. Marie Antonelli, MPF, 

principal, and  

Ms. Krislyn Sutherland,  

8th Grade homeroom teacher. 
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ALL SAINTS’ DAY, AND ALL SOULS’ DAY” 

“Holy, holy, holy, 

all the saints 

adore thee….” 

At the school All 

Saints’ Day Mass 

on November 1,  

 Sr. Marie and  

Fr. Stephen were 

joined by  

“St. Nicholas”,  

“St. Monica”, “ 

St. Teresa of 

Calcutta”,  

“St Lucy Filippini”, 

and  “St. Thomas 

Aquinas” in 

remembering in a 

special way some 

of the holy men 

and women who 

intercede for us in 

our prayers. 

 

THE MASS OF REMEMBRANCE 

 

“Bury my body where you will, but 
remember me always at the altar of the 
Lord.”         ~St. Monica, 331AD—August 27, 387AD 

The candles represent our beloved 

dead:  those who were buried from Holy 

Spirit Church between All Soul’s Day 

2021 and All Souls Day 2022, along with 

others from previous years or from 

other parishes, who were included at 

the request of a relative or friend. 
 

Fr. Stephen began his homily with the 

message that “today is a day of 

memory.”  We cherish those memories 

that we hold in our hearts of those we 

love.  We come to the Lord with hearts 

of gratitude for having had them in our 

lives. 
 

He further expressed that “today is also 

a day of hope”.  We are to hope that 

God will be merciful to our loved ones, 

but also hope for ourselves, that our 

hearts may continue to be healed 

because it is difficult to not have our 

loved ones with us. 
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OUR FAMILY MASS 

On Sunday, November 13, a special welcome 

was extended to the second grade students 

from both Holy Spirit School and the religious 

formation program, along with their families.  

The fifth graders and families were also 

particularly welcomed as participants in the 

liturgy of the Thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary 

Time.  Approximately twice each month, a 

designated grade and their families are specially 

invited to attend and participate in the liturgy of 

the family Mass.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE BLESSING OF THE CHRISTMAS TREES 

“Bless, we beseech you, Oh Lord God 
Father Almighty, these trees which will be 
adorned in honor of  your only begotten 
Son.  And adorn our souls with the manifold 
beauty of your graces that, being internally 
enlightened by the splendor radiating from 
these trees, we like the wise men, may 
come to adore Him…” 

 

“Thank you” to this group of Girl Scouts and their 

leaders from Holy Spirit Church and School for singing 

“Rocking Around the Christmas Tree” prior to the 

blessing.   

Each tree went home from our annual Christmas tree 

lot with this special blessing 
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YOUTH MINISTRY:  BECOMING OUR LORD’S DISCIPLES (BOLD) 

Amelia and Anthony Lodato have 

joined Fr. Stephen in leading our 

youth group ministry program.  The 

youth group includes both middle 

school and high school, with 

programming and guidance from 

FIAT Ventures (Partners in Catholic 

ministry).  FIAT Ventures has 

managed Confirmation Retreats for 

Holy Spirit in current years. The 

youth group is known as BOLD 

Youth Ministry—Becoming Our Lord’s 

Disciples.  The first two fall events 

were the bonfire for high school 

members (October 3) and a pumpkin 

painting party for 7th and 8th 

graders on October 21.  Monthly 

activities are planned for middle 

school members on Friday evenings, 

and for high school members on Sunday evenings.  

November and December events included service projects, 

reflection on topics of our faith, and Christmas parties. 
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Sr. Marie and Fr. Stephen 

welcomed all guests, friends of the 

school and our parishioners from 

the parish to the annual 

Thanksgiving luncheon.  Fr. 

Stephen invited those gathered to 

put themselves in God’s  presence, 

and offered his blessing: 

Lord, our God, we come together 
as a school and parish family to 
give thanks for the many blessings 
of our lives, for our families, for 
our friends, for our health, for the 
gift of Catholic education, for the 
many blessings you continue to 
shower upon this community of 
faith.  Dwell among us  in our time together and bless the  food we are about to eat as we pray…” 

“Rejoice always, pray constantly, 
give thanks in all circumstances, for 
this is the will of God in Christ Jesus 
for you.”     Thessalonians 5:16-17.   

THANKSGIVING LUNCHEON 
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We are thankful for our 
friends, our families, and for 

our school! 
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THE SANTA BREAKFAST 

With more than 500 in attendance throughout the 
morning, the Santa Breakfast sold out!  Thanks to all 
who planned, volunteered, donated, and attended 
for making our annual Santa breakfast such a festive 
part of the pre-Christmas season, and a very 
successful fundraiser for our school. 
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BAMBINELLO SUNDAY: BLESSING OF BABY JESUS 

The tradition of 
Bambinello Sunday was 
introduced here at Holy 
Spirit by Fr. Stephen on 
the third Sunday of 
Advent 2021. The 
tradition originates in the 
papacy of Pope St. John 
Paul II and is celebrated 
when the children of 
Rome and their families 
fill St. Peter’s Square on 
Gaudete Sunday, the third 
Sunday of Advent, for the 
blessing of the ‘little baby 
Jesus.’  
 
A suggestion is that 
following the blessing, 
your ‘bambinello’ is taken 
home, put in a gift box, 
wrapped, and placed in a 
place of honor to await 

Christmas. Let this be the first gift your family opens on Christmas as together you place the blessed 
Christ-child figure in the manger and welcome Christmas into your home. 

THE BLESSING 
 
“God, our Father, you so loved 
humankind that you sent us your 
only Son, Jesus from the Virgin Mary 
to save us and lead us back to you.  
We pray that through your blessing, 
these images of Jesus, who is about 
to come among us, may be a sign of 
your presence and love in our homes.  
Open our hearts so that we may be 
able to receive Jesus in joy, always 
do what he asks, and see Him in all 
who are in need of our love.  We ask 
this in the name of Jesus, your 
beloved Son, who comes to give the 
world peace, who lives and reigns 
forever.  Amen. 

Bambinello Sunday coincides with Gaudete Sunday, which is the third Sunday of Advent. The term 

“Gaudete” means, “Rejoice (Gaudete) in the Lord always.” The theme of the day expresses the joy of 

anticipation at the approach of the Christmas celebration.   The priest wears rose colored 

vestments only twice in the liturgical year:  on the third Sunday of Advent, and the fourth Sunday of 

Lent. The rose color is worn on these days to show the joy and love in Christ, and to remind Catholics 

of joy in times of penance and worship. 
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SCENES FROM OUR CHURCH AND SCHOOL COMMUNITY 

 

Blessing the Christmas Trees 

Seventy-two (72) boxes filled for Operation 

Christmas Child. 
(Above and below)  Fr. Stephen is teaching 

Kindergarten students about Stewardship, the virtue 

for the Month of November. 

Advent in our Church 
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BLESSING OF THE THANKSGIVING BREAD 

“God most provident, we join all 
creation in raising to you  a hymn of 
thanksgiving through Jesus Christ, 
your Son.  For generation upon 
generation of peoples on this planet 
have sung of your bounty.  We, too, 
offer you praise for the rich harvest we 
have received at your hands.  Bless us 
and bless these loaes of bread which 
we share with grateful hearts.  
Continue to make our land fruitful and 
let our love for you be seen in our 
pursuit of peace and justice and in our 
generous response to those in need.  
Praise and glory to you, Lord God, now 
and forever.  Amen. 

Thanksgiving Day Mass 

Breakfast with the Grinch 

Santa Breakfast 

It’s a “GO”! All Saints’ Day 
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Flock Note 

Check our websites regularly 
Holy Spirit Church   www.holyspiritparishnj.org 
Holy Spirit School   www.holyspiritschoolpequannock.org 
 

Find us on Facebook 
Holy Spirit Church   https://www.facebook.com/HolySpiritParishPequannock/ 
Holy Spirit School   https://www.facebook.com/holyspiritpequannock/ 
 

Follow us on Instagram 
Holy Spirit Church and School HolySpiritPequannock 

Three hundred forty five (345) Holy Spirit Church 
members and friends have subscribed to our email 
database for “FlockNote”, which is the Diocesan 
standard for the most efficient and effective 
communication with parishioners. 
 
We send a weekly email notifying members of the 
posting of the weekend Mass, and include pertinent 
announcements and flyers.  Emails notifying of a death 
in the parish family along with other time-sensitive 
information is sent on an as-needed basis. 
 
If you are not receiving our parish emails or know 
someone who would like to be connected with our 
church community, please email 
kimrizzo@holyspiritparishnj.org. 
 
You can also sign up yourself by going to 
holyspiritparish8.flocknote.com.  Simply click 
"Sign Me Up" and be guided through the quick-
and-simple signup process.  

 
Holy Spirit Church, Pequannock 
www.holyspiritparishnj.org 
 
Online Giving for Holy Spirit Church 
https://holyspiritparishnj.churchgiving.com/ 

 
Holy Spirit School, Pequannock 
https://holyspiritschoolpequannock.org/ 
 
Online Giving for Holy Spirit School 
https://holyspiritschoolpequannock.org/donations 
 
The Religious Teachers Filippini 
https://www.filippiniusa.org/ 
 
St. Paul Inside the Walls: The Catholic Center for 
Evangelization at Bayley-Ellard 
https://www.insidethewalls.org/ 
 

United States Conference of Catholic Bishops 
Daily Readings 
https://bible.usccb.org/daily-bible-reading 
 

Diocese of Paterson 
https://www.patersondiocese.org/ 
 

The Vatican 
http://www.vatican.va/content/vatican/en.html 

Useful Links and Refernces 

AWAY FROM HOME ON THE 

WEEKEND? 

Go to www.masstimes.org to find 

convenient Mass times and schedules 

wherever you are traveling. 
Qualified Charitable Distributions 

If you’ve been a good saver and you want to 
share your love with Holy Spirit Church or 
School, you can gift directly from your IRA. 
These gifts, called Qualified Charitable 
Distributions (QCDs), can be made when the IRA 
owner reaches age 70 ½.  

Note that if a donor wishes to make a QCD from 
their IRA, they cannot do so until the day they 
actually turn age 70½.  

QCDs can be done only from IRA accounts, 
whether traditional or Roth, and even inherited 
IRAs are included. For more information, please 
contact the parish office. 

Social Media 

Please consider joining the 780 people on 
Facebook who “follow” our Holy Spirit 
School Facebook page, and the 612 people 
who “follow” our Holy Spirit Parish 
Facebook page.  Remember to “share” 
our posts to increase our reach 
and share our good news! 
 
Please also join our 261 followers (and 
growing!) on Instagram. 


