
Holy Spirit Roman Catholic Church 

318 Newark-Pompton Turnpike 

Pequannock, NJ  07440 
        

   

Rev. Stephen T. Prisk 
Pastor 

 

Dear Parishioners,  

 Looking back, so much has happened in our 
community since the last newsletter. We are proud of our children at Holy Spirit School 
who put on Lion King Jr. We congratulate them and their families for a job well done. 
We also congratulate our CYO basketball teams and especially thank Rich DeFabio, who 
oversees the program. Most especially, we congratulate our young people who received 
the Sacraments of Holy Eucharist and Confirmation this month. We pray that as God 
comes to dwell in them in a new way, the graces and gifts they have received might 
overflow into the lives of their families and our parish and school community.  

 It was a joy to celebrate my first Easter at Holy Spirit Parish. Personally, I found 
the liturgies to be very moving and prayerful thanks to the support of everyone involved 
– from altar servers to musicians to ushers to environmental sacristans. As we continue to 
journey through the Easter Season, we look forward to celebrating our Parish Feast on 
Pentecost. We will have a special Mass at 11:00 AM followed by a Parish Picnic. I hope you 
can make it.  

 I am very pleased with the progression of our newly founded youth ministry program. We have had three 
youth nights so far this year and look forward to continuing the middle school program and expanding it into high 
school next fall. I am grateful to all of the volunteers who have helped with the program thus far, especially Sue 
Unger and Sue Kamper. We will be adding additional volunteers in the fall with an expanded program. Our young 
people are the future of this parish and the future of the Church. It is vital that we fully invest into their formation 
as disciples of Jesus.  

  As we approach the summer, I would like to draw your attention to a few things. First, our Mass schedule 
will change on the weekend of July 2/3 and that will remain in effect through Labor Day Weekend, September 3/4. 
Our summer schedule is: Saturday, 5:00 PM; Sunday, 7:30 AM, 10:30 AM, and 7:00 PM. Second, I am happy to 
announce that we will be offering a camp for our young children, grades K-4. It will run from July 18-22. The theme 
is “Discovery Mission: Catholic Vocation Bible School”. It will instill in our children the need to ask God what he is 
calling them to do with their lives. Please pass on the word! Finally, I hope to move forward with some capital 
projects over the summer. We will be replacing the roof on the school gym and addressing some needed repairs on 
staircases and sidewalks around the campus. Additionally, the Township of Pequannock will be installing new curbs 
and grass along New Street. If you have any questions about these projects, please feel free to reach out to me.  

 Finally, I ask each and every one of you to prayerfully consider how the Lord is calling you to invest more 
fully into our parish and school community and grow deeper as his disciple. Perhaps He is calling you to serve in a 
parish ministry – we need Lectors, Eucharistic Ministers, Altar Servers, and Ushers. Perhaps He is calling you to 
start a new ministry here in the parish. Perhaps He is calling you to increase your Sunday offering. Perhaps He 
wants you to regularize your marriage by healing old wounds with an annulment or to get married in the Church. 
Perhaps it is time to be Confirmed if that never happened as a teenager. Ask God for guidance as you discern these 
questions over the summer. I would be happy to discuss them further with you.  

        

       God Bless You, 
               

       Fr. Stephen Prisk  
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Holy Spirit Parish Mission Statement 

We the people of Holy Spirit Parish are a worshipping 

community, called by God, and empowered by the 

Holy Spirit, sharing joyfully the Good News of 

Jesus Christ’s message of love and salvation.  

We offer prayer, fellowship, hospitality, service and 

outreach with all who seek a relationship with Christ. 

May 31—June 4 Holy Spirit School Carnival 
    Tuesday, May 31         6PM to 10PM 

    Wednesday, June 1     6PM to 10PM 

                                      Thursday, June 2     6PM to 10PM 

    Friday, June 3     6PM to 11PM 

    Saturday, June 4     6PM to 11PM 

     

June 5   Pentecost Parish Picnic 
    Following the 11AM Mass 

    Please register online at www.holyspiritparishnj.org/picnic 

 

June 18/19  Corpus Christi Food Drive 
    Requested items will be brought to church.  Holy Spirit Church has been 

    requested to donate oatmeal, farina, and toothpaste. 

 

July 2/3   Summer Mass Schedule Begins 
    Saturday @ 5PM 
    Sunday @  7:30AM, 10:30AM, 7PM 
     

 

July 18-22  Vocation Bible School 
    For children entering Grades K through 4 

    Please sign up on the school website @ 

    Holyspiritschoolpequannock.org/vbs 

A LOOK AHEAD 
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OUR LENTEN JOURNEY 

ASH WEDNESDAY 
 
Each year, Ash Wednesday marks the 

beginning of Lent and is always 46 days before 

Easter Sunday. Lent is a 40-day season (not 

counting Sundays) marked by repentance, 

fasting, reflection, and ultimately celebration. 
The 40-day period represents Christ’s time of 

temptation in the wilderness, where he fasted 

and where Satan tempted him. Lent asks 

believers to set aside a time each year for 

similar fasting, marking an intentional season 

of focus on Christ’s life, ministry, sacrifice, 
and resurrection.  

“Lent is a time to improve our relationship with God.  Lent is a special time for prayer, 
fasting and almsgiving.  Our prayer should become an open and honest communication 
with God—not wordy.  He already knows what we need.  We’re the ones who realize that 
we have to turn to him.  Simply invite the Lord into our lives to start and end each day.  
It is a wonderful thing to get up in the morning and when you see the sun to say, ‘Dear 
God, thank you that I am alive today.  Come and be with me.’” 

~Ash Wednesday homily by Deacon Michael Scruggs 

     STATIONS OF THE CROSS 

On the Fridays in Lent, Holy Spirit School students joined with Fr. Stephen in leading the Stations of 

the Cross as members of the community and Grades 4-8 reflected on Jesus’ last day on Earth as a 

man.  

https://www.crosswalk.com/special-coverage/lent/when-is-ash-wednesday-this-year.html
https://www.crosswalk.com/special-coverage/lent/when-is-ash-wednesday-this-year.html
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THE MASS OF THE LORD’S SUPPER:  HOLY THURSDAY 

Fr. Stephen further explained,”Spending 

time with Jesus before the altar of repose 

is symbolic of spending time with him in 

the Garden of Gethsemane as he prayed to 

his father in anticipation his passion and 

death.   

I ask you, brothers and sisters, ‘Are you 

amazed by the Eucharist?  Does your 

stomach turn, do you get butterflies when 

you are before the Lord’s presence?  When 

you enter the church, do you recognize 

being in the presence of God himself?   

When you kneel and pray, do you speak to 

the Lord as if he is present before you as 

he truly is?  When we receive the 

Eucharist, we receive the greatest gift that 

could ever be given.  We receive God 

himself. 

We ourselves are called to nourish others 

with the gift of our lives.  No matter our 

vocation, there are a millions ways each of 

us is called to be food for the hungry and 

drink for the thirsty each and every day of 

our lives.” 

Fr. Stephen Prisk, Pastor, began his Holy Thursday 
homily with the question:  “Are you amazed by the 
Eucharist?” 
 

He went on to explain, “In 2003, the future Saint, 
Pope John Paul II, invited the church to rekindle a 
sense of Eucharistic amazement.  What he meant 
by that was when we see the host and chalice 
raised above the altar, transformed into the very 
body and blood of Jesus, we should have an 
internal reaction.  We should be filled with awe 
and wonder that God loves us so much that he 
would humble himself in such a way.  We should 
be filled with awe and wonder that we are then 
invited to take his very life into our own.”   

Holy Thursday is the commemoration of the 
Last Supper of Jesus Christ, when he 
established the sacrament of Holy Communion 
prior to his arrest and crucifixion. It also 
commemorates His institution of the 
priesthood. The holy day falls on the Thursday 
before Easter and is part of Holy Week. Jesus 
celebrated the dinner as a Passover feast. 
Christ would fulfill His role as the Christian 
victim of the Passover for all to be saved by 
His final sacrifice.  
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“CHRIST IS RISEN, ALLELUIA, ALLELUIA” 

“Happy Easter!” was the greeting of Fr. Stephen, Pastor, at the Easter Vigil before he went on to explain 
the special significance of this Easter Vigil.  “It is a special honor and privilege to welcome a new member 
of our church, Rosemary Donnelly; her daughter Roxanne Cruz receiving her first communion; and 
administering the Sacrament of Confirmation to Richard Cruz.  It is a great joy!  Not since 2008 have we 
welcomed a new member as an adult into our church.”   
 

Reflecting on the period of Jesus’ life and ministry on earth, Fr. Stephen posed the hypothetical question, 
“What did people think about death during the time of Jesus?  Especially this whole concept of 
resurrection?”     

Fr. Stephen mentioned 
several possibilities. One 
theory in the Judaism of 
Jesus’ time was that 
death was simply the end.  
After death, there would 
be nothing.  Some people 
still believe that today. 
“Can you imagine thinking 
that after this life, it’s 
over? The book is closed?  
That is so contrary to the 
purpose of our existence!”  
 

The Easter message that 
Jesus defeated death is a 
message of hope for all of 
us.  He confirms in our 
hearts that this isn’t the 
end.  There is life 
promised to us in heaven.  
“This world is great, but 
there is so much more 
awaiting us, even after 
our time here is finished.”  

 

“Jesus’ first word to his disciples 
after his resurrection was, 
“Peace” to those who abandoned 
him at the moment when he 
needed them the most.  His first 
word to Peter, who had denied 
him three times, was “Peace”. 
With this one word, their fears 
were calmed and they 
experienced the utterly profound 
gift of God’s infinite mercy and 
compassion.  This is the same 
mercy that God gives us when 
we celebrate his resurrection.  It 
is the same peace he wishes all 
of us to have in our lives.  It is 
this that is the great message of 
Easter.  The message of our 
Lord’s resurrection is ‘Peace’.”  
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...EASTER VIGIL CONTINUED 

“This is our faith, 

this is the faith of 

the church. We 

are proud to 

profess it 

together today 

with Rose for the 

first time.” 

“Rose, I baptize you in the Name of the Father, 

and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.” 
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If you have photos of recent (2021/2022) church-centered events: sacrament preparation days, sacraments 

“Richard, be sealed with 

the gift of the Holy Spirit.  

Peace be with you.” 

“Roxanne, the Body of Christ.” 

“Receive the light of Christ.” 

mailto:kimrizzo@holyspiritparishnj.org,
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THE EASTER EGG HUNT 

On Easter Sunday morning following the 9AM Family Mass, young parishioners were invited to participate 

in our first parish Easter Egg hunt.  Approximately 60 children in the four age groups (0-3, 4-5, 6-7, and 

8+) gathered 1500 filled eggs. 
 

Thanks to Sue Kamper for coordinating and leading the event, thanks to the school parents who helped 

prepare the eggs, thanks to the Kamper family (Sue and George and their young adult children, Katie 

and Max) for decorating the 

playground, placing the eggs, 

keeping the kids confined to 

the safe area of the 

playground, and for cleanup.  

Thank you to Barbara Cannan 

for helping with the “coffee 

and”, and to all others who 

helped in any way. 
 

Shown above are Fr. Stephen, 

Pastor; Margaret Mascitello as 

the Easter Bunny; and Sr. 

Marie Antonelli, MPF, Principal 

of Holy Spirit School. 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY, FR. STEPHEN! 

Message from the Student Government President:  “Fr. Stephen, although your birthday occurred 
while we were on spring break, I would like to take this opportunity to wish you a happy birthday on behalf 
of myself, the student government officers, and all the students and faculty of Holy Spirit School.  At this 
time, I’d also like to thank you for all you have done for our school.  You have brought back some of the 
time-honored traditions that our parents were part of when they went to Catholic school, such as Stations 
of the Cross, school Masses, and our new youth group.  We feel so blessed to have you here.  Seeing your 
dedication to ensure that our school is a success gives us a great deal of pleasure.  Once again, we hope 
you had a wonderful birthday, and we hope you have a great year.  Thank you.” 

 

FROM SR. MARIE: 

Father, we would like to 

express our birthday 

wishes to you.  Know 

that you are in our 

prayers.  This is the 

best way we could 

celebrate with you 

today by celebrating 

Mass.  We really do 

appreciate all that you 

do.  Our children love 

you! 

In his homily at the school 
Mass, Fr. Stephen spoke of 
building a “community of 
encouragement” with these 
four aspects:   

 Friendship.  A 
community that 
encourages one another is 
a community of 
friendship.  Spend time 
with one another and care 
for each other. 

 Generosity.  We should 
be generous with our 
time, with our care, our 
prayers, our concern for 
one another. 

 Hope.  Because Jesus 
rose from the dead, we 
have the chance of going 
to heaven at the end of 
our lives and spending 
eternity with Jesus. 

 People.  We need 
people with initiative who 
will step up to the plate 
and work to build the 
community. 
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THE SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION 

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR 48 YOUNG PARISHIONERS  
WHO RECEIVED THE SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION ON MAY 2. 
 

Giada Giovanna Barkley 
Madelyn Olivia Bluteau 
Thomas Breen 
Andrew Sebastian Castillo 
Jack Clements 
Ryan Patrick Conlon 
Dominick David Cundiff 
Christopher Curattalo 
Kristopher Milo DeLaCruz 

Parker DelSasso 
Marco Garcia-Astolfi 
John Gargas 
Natalia Gargas 
Aiden Peter Ginolfi 
Daniela Gomez-Rengifo 
Gabriel Blaise Grygus 
Abby Hall 
Ava Hernandez  
Ashleigh Dymphna- 
 Hofsommer 

James Brendan Iorio 
Maria Sebastian Iorio 
Teresa Maria Iorio 
Christopher Martin Iorio 
Olivia Lewina Iorio 
Juan Carlos Jaramillo 
Cameron Joseph Johnston 
Cassandra Jourdan 
Joseph Nicholas Kiraly  
Gabriella Koshefsky 
Ashley Rose Lazzio 
Adam Mustafa 
Ryan Pelosi 
Juliana Rattacasa 
Gabriella Rattacasa  
Peter Rosenthal 
Joseph Rosenthal  
Madison Rusin 
Matthew Sapp 
Michael Schroll  

Jamie Elizabeth Shearer 
Matthew Anthony Stump 
Francis Tan 
Sophia Grace Vivolo 
Jaidyn Watson 
Triana Rose Wyka 
Arianna Alexis Yodice 
Caitlin Theresa Zegler 
Emily Theresa Zegler 

Thanks to George and Sue Kamper for the 

Confirmation photo! 
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FIRST EUCHARIST 

MAY 7, 2022, WAS A JOYFUL DAY AS HOLY SPIRIT PARISH WELCOMED  
34 YOUNG PARISHIONERS TO THE TABLE OF THE LORD FOR THE FIRST TIME. 

 
Jake Ameri  
Conner Ameri 
Juliette Arnone 
Andre Bajek 
Joseph Biasco 
Noah Boczkowski 
Michael Ciavirella 
Francesca Cingari 
Chase Dolaghan 
Emilia Drury 
Ntalie Ferrara 
Luke Formato 
Bradley Gomez 
Jacob Graber 
Charlotte Hafner 

Katelyn Hanabergh 
Leilani Hicks 
Kevis Lucy 
Grace Mattera 
Brynn Matysin 
Sean McShane 
Siena Mondelli-Heydel 
Clara Moore 
Caiden Morales 
Dermot Okola 
Daniella Ospino 
Isabella Ospino 
Lucas Rios 
Jase Sanders 
Victoria Scheibe Lepe 
Andrew Sinning 

Dylan Sipper 
Parker Wagener 

Anthony Zawisla 
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CONGRATULATIONS, SR. MARIE! 

On Wednesday, May 4, Sr. Marie Antonelli, 
MPF, Principal of our school, was honored as a 
Woman of Achievement by the Tri-County 
Scholarship Fund. 
 

Since 1981, the Tri-County Scholarship Fund 
has provided K-12 scholarships for financially-
disadvantaged New Jersey students to receive 
a safe, quality, values-based education, 
allowing them to reach their full potential. 

 
“The men get the headlines, but it’s the 

women who are holding everything 
together.”   

 
~Bishop Kevin Sweeney, at the 9th annual 

Women of Achievement Awards Celebration 

I have been teaching since I was 17 years old...   

I am thankful to my parents for instilling in me 
the strong values of faith, family and service to 
the less fortunate.  Their memory continues to be 
a source of strength in my life.  It is this love of 
God and service that inspired me to enter 
religious life and join the Religious Teachers 
Filippini.  Our foundress, St. Lucy Filippini once 
said,’The Church of God is not a restful garden, 
but a working vineyard.’ 

Today our community continues to work 
unceasingly in the vineyard of the Lord.  Following 
the footsteps of our foundress, St. Lucy, I live out 
my oblation, committed to the education of youth.  
This commitment has inspired me to be joyful as I 
continue the mission of our community, working 
with children.  Working with the children today 
continues to energize me, to work for the greater 
honor and glory of  God.  Being a religious, it is 
my life that calls me to be all that I can be.  
Remember, we can accomplish all things in God, 
who strengthens us.   

I continue to pray for our parents who choose 
Catholic education…. 

~Sr. Marie Antonelli, MPF 
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Grateful to the Filippini Community 
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I am on a mission from God! 

God’s plan for my life is my vocation. 

The main Catholic vocations are marriage, priesthood, and religious life. 

I can discover my vocation through prayer and service, and by being open to God’s will. 

 



CONGRATULATIONS TO THE PERFORMING ARTS CAST AND CREW! 

On March 17-20, the Holy Spirit Performing Arts Program, in association with the Rhino Theater 

Group, presented five outstanding performances of Disney’s “The Lion King, Jr.”   

THE CAST AND CREW 

THE EIGHTH GRADE CAST AND CREW 
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MORE CHURCH/SCHOOL EVENTS 

 

On my honor, I will try: To serve God and my country, to help 

people at all times, and to live by the Girl Scout Law. 

THANK YOU! 

Thank you 

to Lynda and 

Vince Ladd 

for planning 

and 

organizing 

all aspects of 

our parish 

garage sale.  

Thanks also 

to the team 

of volunteers 

who received the donations, organized the sale, 

and were on hand to supervise, organize, and 

collect money on the days of the sale!  Through 

their tremendous efforts, just over $1000 was 

earned for the parish. 

Thank you to the McKniff Family for organizing 
the fundraising Corn Hole tournament held on 
April 30.   
 

The McKniff family again worked to carry on the 
legacy of John McKniff III, who served Holy Spirit 
School for many years as President of the Home 
and School Association, and instituted its first 
carnival, which he organized and managed for the 
next 30 
years. 
Proceeds 
will benefit 
the John J. 
McKniff 
Scholarship 
Fund at 
Holy Spirit 
School.  
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The 7/8 Grade Confirmation Class participated in a 

Confirmation retreat on Holy Spirit property, 

coordinated by Fiat Ventures, Partners in Catholic 

Ministry.   

Fiat Ventures is best known for its “Not Too 

Young” confirmation retreat program. The 

retreat emphasizes that as young teenagers, 

youth are not too young to make decisions 

of consequence regarding their faith and 

morality. The retreat is meant to focus on a 

real relationship with Christ, and encourages 

participants to say “yes.” to God’s invitation 

to a relationship with Him.  

THE YOUTH ARE OUR FUTURE.  AND OUR PRESENT. 

“They (Fiat Ventures) were awesome! 
 They engaged the teens in large and small 
group activities. There were games, talks, 
team building exercises and a short skit!  

The Confirmandi participated 
wholeheartedly. I was sooo proud of each 
and everyone of them. I truly believe this 
event will stay with them for a long time.”  

~Sue Kamper, Confirmation Coordinator 

*Thanks to Sue for the photos! 

THRIVE!   YOUTH GROUP 
Holy Spirit Parish has a newly-formed youth ministry program, founded by Fr. Stephen, and the group is 
active with the help of Suzanne Unger, Sue Kamper, and other volunteers. The program includes middle 
school age students, with plans to expand it into high school next fall.  

  

The third youth group event was held on Monday, May 16. 



Youth Ministry BBQ 
 

Having fun 

becoming disciples! 
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Flock Note 

Check our websites regularly 
Holy Spirit Church   www.holyspiritparishnj.org 
Holy Spirit School   www.holyspiritschoolpequannock.org 
 

Find us on Facebook 
Holy Spirit Church   https://www.facebook.com/HolySpiritParishPequannock/ 
Holy Spirit School   https://www.facebook.com/holyspiritpequannock/ 
 

Follow us on Instagram 
Holy Spirit Church and School HolySpiritPequannock 

Holy Spirit Church uses “FlockNote”, which is the 
Diocesan standard for the most efficient and 
effective communication with parishioners. 
 
We send a weekly email notifying members of the 
posting of the weekend Mass, and include 
pertinent announcements and flyers.  Emails 
notifying of a death in the parish family along with 
other time-sensitive information is sent on an as-
needed basis. 
 
If you are not receiving our parish emails or know 
someone who would like to be connected with our 
church community, please email 
kimrizzo@holyspiritparishnj.org. 
 
You can also sign up yourself by going to 
holyspiritparish.flocknote.com.  Simply click 
"Sign Me Up" and be guided through the quick-
and-simple signup process.  

 
Holy Spirit Church, Pequannock 
www.holyspiritparishnj.org 
 
Online Giving for Holy Spirit Church 
https://holyspiritparishnj.churchgiving.com/ 

 
Holy Spirit School, Pequannock 
https://holyspiritschoolpequannock.org/ 
 
Online Giving for Holy Spirit School 
https://holyspiritschoolpequannock.org/donations 
 
The Religious Teachers Filippini 
https://www.filippiniusa.org/ 
 
St. Paul Inside the Walls: The Catholic Center for 
Evangelization at Bayley-Ellard 
https://www.insidethewalls.org/ 
 

United States Conference of Catholic Bishops 
Daily Readings 
https://bible.usccb.org/daily-bible-reading 
 

Diocese of Paterson 
https://www.patersondiocese.org/ 
 

The Vatican 
http://www.vatican.va/content/vatican/en.html 

Useful Links and Refernces 

AWAY FROM HOME ON THE 

WEEKEND? 

Go to www.masstimes.org to find 

convenient Mass times and 

schedules wherever you are 

traveling. 

Qualified Charitable Distributions 

If you’ve been a good saver and you want to 
share your love with Holy Spirit Church or 
School, you can gift directly from your IRA. 
These gifts, called Qualified Charitable 
Distributions (QCDs), can be made when the IRA 
owner reaches age 70 ½.  

Note that if a donor wishes to make a QCD from 
their IRA, they cannot do so until the day they 
actually turn age 70½.  

QCDs can be done only from IRA accounts, 
whether traditional or Roth, and even inherited 
IRAs are included. For more information, please 
contact the parish office. 

Social Media 

Please consider joining the 683 people on 
Facebook who “like” our Holy Spirit School 
Facebook page, and the 439 people who 
“like” our Holy Spirit Parish Facebook page. 
 
Please also join our 185 followers (and 
growing!) on Instagram. 


