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Dear Parishioners,  

 Like many of you, I am grateful to God for the summer to have a little bit of 

time for relaxation and enjoying the beautiful weather. I hope it has been a time of rest 

for all of you.  

 I am happy to report that Vocation Bible School was a great success thanks to 

the army of volunteers from the parish and school who helped with the project. There 

was a great article about the summer camp in the July 28th edition of the Beacon.  I pray 

that the seeds planted in the hearts of our children during the week will flourish one day into 

the vocation to which the Lord has called them.  

 Usually during the summer, I like to plan for the upcoming year. After consultation with a wide variety of 

parishioners and school families, I would like to draw your attention to some of my pastoral priorities for the year. The 

success of this vision is dependent on the whole parish investing into growing our community and strengthening us in 

our mission of making Holy Spirit Parish and School a place where people encounter Christ. The first of the pastoral 

priorities for the year is outreach to our children. Our parish will be partnering with Fiat Ventures, a local youth 

ministry resource company, to help us with programming and expanding our youth ministry program into high school. 

I am tremendously grateful to Amelia and Anthony Lodato, who will join me in leading our youth ministry program, 

which will now be entitled Bold Youth Ministry. Please encourage your children to come to our events. The second 

pastoral priority for the year is outreach to families. Although unofficially it has been so in recent years, we will 

promote the 9:00 AM Mass as the Family Mass. Children will be asked to participate in the liturgy and there will be 

refreshments served in the basement on designated Sundays after the 9:00 AM Mass. Additionally, we are 

incorporating a family based catechesis into our Confirmation program. Together with their parents, our 7th graders 

will participate in a five part series on the Mass by Ascension Press, entitled Altaration. The third pastoral priority is 

outreach to those who have not received their sacraments. I am grateful to our summer seminarian, Carlos Vargas, 

who put together a database of registered parishioners who have either not been married in the Church or not 

received the Sacrament of Confirmation. With the help of Steve and Beverly Kass, we will host a few information 

nights, specifically for this crowd, to assist them in their journey of faith.  

 Having completed my first year as Pastor of Holy Spirit I am grateful to God for the many blessings of serving 

this community and becoming part of the parish family. I look forward to the adventures of this year and all that God 

has in store for our community.  

 

       God Bless, 

 

       Fr. Stephen  
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Holy Spirit Parish Mission Statement 

We the people of Holy Spirit Parish are a worshipping 

community, called by God, and empowered by the 

Holy Spirit, sharing joyfully the Good News of 

Jesus Christ’s message of love and salvation.  

We offer prayer, fellowship, hospitality, service and 

outreach with all who seek a relationship with Christ. 

Thursday, Sept. 8  Opening Day of School Gr. K-8 – Full Day of School 

 

Sunday, Sept. 11  Start of Religious Formation 

     “Hospitality” (Coffee-and) following the 9AM Mass.  

     All are welcome! 

 

Monday, Sept. 12  Opening Day of School Pre-K 3 & Pre-K 4  

 

Sunday, Oct. 2   First Reconciliation Parents’ Meeting 

 

Thursday, Oct. 13  27th Annual Msgr McQuaid Golf Event 

 

Saturday, Oct. 15  Holy Spirit Church/School presence at Pequannock 

     Hoedown 

 

Sunday, Oct. 16   9:00AM  Family Mass (Gr. 7) + Altaration (Gr. 7 and 

     parents) 

 

Tuesday, Oct. 18  6:30PM Oktoberfest (details to follow) 

 

Saturday, Oct. 22  Operation Christmas Child Collection in the church 

   To Nov. 6 

 

Sunday, Oct. 23   9:00AM  Family Mass (Gr. 8) 
 

 

A LOOK AHEAD 
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CLASS OF 2022 BACCALAUREATE MASS 

The Baccalaureate Mass for the Class of 2022 
was on Trinity Sunday:  June 12.   

Fr. Stephen’s message to the graduates, their 
families and the parish community focused on 
the Holy Trinity, “Every time we make the sign 
of the cross we are reminded not only of who 
God is and the relationship of the three 
persons in one God, but we are reminded of 
who we are.  In the name of the Father  who 
created me; In the name of the Son who 
redeemed me and won for me salvation by 
dying on the cross and In the name of the Holy 
Spirit, the quiet guest of our souls who 
reminds us that God has not abandoned us, 
but remains with us and dwells within us, who 
strengthens us to live as a disciple of Jesus.”   

Providing reassurance to the graduates and their families, Fr. Stephen shared his own experiences of 
change in his personal and faith journey, beginning with his 8th grade graduation.  “As I thought back to 
my 8th grade graduation, one thing that stood out to me was that so much has changed in my life”, 
citing where he had lived, future graduations he had experienced, friendships that have lasted, others 
that have changed, family members who were with him as a child but have since gone home to God…. 
He reflected also on his own personal change:  “I have grown up, I have matured, I have become the 
person God has created me to be and yet I know that I still have a lot more change to go, a lot more 
growing up to do, and lot more transformation to go through to make me more like Jesus.” 

KEY POINTS 
 

Concluding his reflection of the day, Fr. 

Stephen summarized the key points he 

hoped the graduates would take away 

from their Baccalaureate Mass: 

1. Graduation means change. 

2. Don’t be afraid of change.  Even 

though it is sometimes difficult, 

change builds character and forms us 

into the men and women that God 

has created us to be. 

3. Never forget that God is always with 

you.  He has a plan for you, even if 

that is not always clear.  Nothing you 

do—nothing you do—could ever 

separate you from God’s love.  When 

you need to be reminded of who God 

is and who you are, just make that 

sign of the Cross, “In the name of 

the Father, and of the Son, and 

of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.” 

Among the intercessions read by Deacon Michael Scruggs: 
 

“For our 8th graders who graduate this week that 
they may continue to grow in the love of our Lord 
and strive for holiness as they enter high school.” 

“Oh Lord, our God, how wonderful your name in 

all the Earth.”  Psalm 8 
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SR. ANGELINA MAZZARELLA 

Sr. Angelina Mazzarella, MPF, 83, died Friday, July 15, 2022, at 

Morristown Medical Center, Morristown, NJ. 
 

A viewing was held on Wednesday, July 20, at 10:00AM, in St. Lucy 

Chapel, Villa Walsh, Morristown, NJ, followed by a Mass of Christian 

Burial at 11:00AM.  Internment took place at Ave Maria Cemetery.  

 

Born in Exeter, PA, Sr. Angelina entered the Religious Teachers Filippini 

in 1956. She received the habit in 1957 and made her religious 

profession in 1960. Sr. Angelina studied Elementary Education, earning 

a BS degree from Seton Hall University in South Orange, NJ. 

 

In her 64 years of religious life, Sr. Angelina faithfully ministered as a 

classroom teacher in the (arch)dioceses of Camden, Newark, Paterson, 

Scranton, and Trenton. In 2019, due to declining health, Sr. Angelina 

retired to St. Joseph Hall, Villa Walsh, Morristown, NJ. 

Sr. Angelina was one of nine children. She is predeceased by her parents Vincent James 

and Mary Grace (Barletta) Mazzarella, her brothers: Anthony, Xavier, Rocco, and Michael, and her sisters: 

Tina and Virginia. She is survived by two sisters, Rosalie Mazzarella and Mary Lou Minchak, several nieces 

and nephews, and a large extended family.  

Sr. Angelina Mazzarella 
Scholarship Fund 

Generations of students at Holy Spirit 
School were blessed by the kind and gentle 
teaching of Sr. Angelina Mazzarella.  Sr. 
Angelina infused each lesson with “God” 
and “joy” and “love”, no matter the subject.   
By finding and nurturing the best in each of 
our children, she was a shining example for 
parents of how to love every young person 
as a child of God.  For parishioners, she 
provided a religious presence, friendship, 
and the perfect example as a servant of 
God. 

Sr. Angelina’s legacy at Holy Spirit School 
lives on in the thousands of her students 
who learned to know and love Jesus through her teaching.  She devoted 65 years to consecrated life, 31 
of them spent here at Holy Spirit during the years 1970-74, and 1992 to 2019. 

In honor of Sr. Angelina’s devotion to Catholic education, a scholarship fund has been established, with 
specific criteria, to be awarded to students who are pursuing their education at Holy Spirit School.  
Donations are welcome for all who wish to memorialize Sr. Angelina in this meaningful way.  Checks 
should be made payable to Holy Spirit School and clearly marked on the envelope and the check, “Sr. 
Angelina Scholarship Fund”.  Donations can be mailed to Holy Spirit School, 330 Newark-Pompton 
Turnpike, Pequannock, NJ  07440, can be placed in the collection basket at church, or dropped in the 
mailbox at the rear of the rectory/church office.  Sr. Angelina gave joyfully and freely of herself, and 
would be very grateful for the help this scholarship can provide to the students she loved so well. 
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FACEBOOK TRIBUTES TO SR. ANGELINA 

Just a few of the 200+ tributes posted for Sr. Angelina on the school and parish Facebook 

pages….. 

 Sr. Angelina was a gentle, unassuming nun who never realized that she was an inspiration and 

model of faith to those of us who were blessed to know and love her.  She lived her vows with joy 

and complete love for Our Lord.  I know she has attained a special place in heaven. 

 A wonderful, kind person who touched so many lives at Holy Spirit.  We loved her.  May she rest in 

peace. 

 She was the true epitome of a caring, devoted teacher.  She was such a hard-working Sister, and it 

showed in her passionate teaching of her Faith to her students.  She was nothing but kind and 

helpful to all of us who were blessed to teach with her.  Rest in peace. 

 Sr. Angelina was the most dedicated and hard-working woman I ever met.  She loved her vocation 

as much as she loved her students. 

 May she rest in peace.  I am so lucky to have learned so much from Sr. Angelina as a teacher as I 

started my career at Holy Spirit School. 

 Such a sweet soul.  May she rest happily in God’s loving hands. 

 Look at her beautiful smile.  She loved her children so much. 

 Sr. Angelina was a true treasure.  She was faith-filled and loving.  May she be welcomed with joy 

into the kingdom of God. 

 What a beautiful person! 

 One of the most genuine and sweetest souls.  Rest in the sweetest peace. 

 I will always remember our conversations and all your kind words and prayers that  you sent my 

way. 

 What an incredibly beautiful soul Sr. Angelina was! 

 

 Looking into Sr. Angelina’s eyes was like looking into the 

face of God.  She had the kindest, gentlest eyes that 

provided a window into her soul.  Her love of the Lord, love 

of her students, and her love for all she came in contact with 

was evident.  She radiated faith and trust in God, and taught 

all of her classes with God as the focus.  God is Joy! 

 Heaven certainly gained another angel on Friday. I loved 

speaking with Sr Angelina, and especially loved watching how 

the kids reacted to her. If she dropped a pencil, she always 

“God is Joy!” 
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EIGHTH GRADE GRADUATION 

Congratulations to the  
29 members of the  

Holy Spirit Class of 2022! 
 

You will always have a home at  
Holy Spirit Church and School!  
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PENTECOST MASS….. 

From Fr. Stephen’s homily: 

“As we celebrate our parish feast day and the 
birthday of the Church, it might be helpful to look 
in detail at what happened on Pentecost, and what 
exactly we are celebrating today.  At the time of 
Pentecost, which literally means “50 days”, 
meaning 50 days after Easter, the apostles were 
gathered together in the Upper Room , the same 
room in which they shared the Last Supper, 
bunkered down in fear for their lives.  They were 
hiding from everyone in the City of Jerusalem, 
frightened that they might be recognized, and the 
same fate might happen to them that happened to 
Jesus.  Suddenly a noise from the sky, like a strong 
driving wind filled the house and tongues as of fire 
appeared to them and came to rest on them.  
They were filled with the Holy Spirit and began 
speaking in different languages as the Spirit 
enabled them. 
 

“Pentecost is called the birthday of the Church 
because the Church was born as the apostles 
received the Holy Spirit, and went about the work 
of the Church, which is evangelization—spreading 
the gospel message.  They were empowered by 
the Holy Spirit to take up the work of spreading  

“Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your 
faithful, and kindle in them the fire of 

your love. Send forth your Spirit and we 
shall be created, and you shall renew the 

face of the earth.” 

the good news of salvation, which is that God loved 

us so much that he became one of us, that he died 

for our salvation, that he defeated death in the 

resurrection, that he ascended into heaven body and 

soul, where we hope one day to be ourselves, and 

that offers us the hope of being there because of 

everything he did for us.  This is the Paschal 

Mystery.  This is the central message and good news 

of our faith.” 
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AND PARISH PICNIC! 
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VOCATION BIBLE SCHOOL: 

During the week of July 18-22 from 
9AM to Noon each day, Fr. Stephen 
Prisk, Pastor, lead and coordinated a 
Vocational Bible School for children 
ages 4-12, using the format of 
Discovery Mission, a Catholic VBS 
program filled with fun, meaningful 
activities about marriage, 
priesthood, and religious life.  Unlike 
non-denominational VBS programs, 
which have Catholic elements 
“added on”, Discovery Mission is 
Catholic from the ground up. 

Fr. Stephen, with the assistance of 
two novices from the Sisters of 
Christian Charity in Mendam, and 
adult and middle school volunteers 
from Holy Spirit Church and School 
incorporated games, a scavenger 
hunt, arts and crafts, music, and 
time for prayer into a program designed to (1) help kids see the purpose of marriage and family life; (2) 
show the connection between priesthood and the Eucharist; reveal the beauty of Religious Life in a way 
that kids understand; and (4) helps Catholic children remain open to God’s call later in life 

“Jesus has a plan and 

mission for my life – my 

vocation!” 
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CORPUS CHRISTI: 

The Feast of Corpus Christi is also known as the 

Solemnity of the Most Holy Body and Blood 

of Christ, and is a Christian liturgical 

solemnity celebrating the Real Presence of the 

Body and Blood, Soul and Divinity of Jesus Christ 

in the elements of the Eucharist.  Corpus Christi is 

celebrated on the Thursday after Trinity Sunday 60 

days after Easter, or on the following Sunday.  

From Fr. Stephen’s homily: 

“In the year 1263, something incredible happened.  
There was a priest from what is now Czech 
Republic who had a hard time believing in the 
Eucharist.  As he celebrated Mass each day he had 
a hard time believing that, through his prayers and 
his actions, the bread and wine were turned into 
the Body and Blood of Christ.  He took some time 
away from his parish and his ministry to make a 
pilgrimage to Rome to strengthen himself in his 
faith.  On the way back from his pilgrimage, he 
stopped in the lakeside town called Bolsena, which 
is just a few miles north of the City of Rome, 
where he celebrated Mass.  As he celebrated the 
Mass and lifted up the host, drops of blood fell 
from the host onto the cloth (called a corporal) on 
the altar below him.  His heart was forever 
changed to believing in the real presence of Christ 
in the Eucharist. 
 

“The Pope at the time lived in Orvieto, so he sent 
the Bishop of Orvieto to investigate what had 
happened.  The Bishop after his investigation was 
clearly convinced of this miracle and so they 
brought the corporal into the town of Orvieto,  
walked around the whole town with the 
blood-soaked corporal, and then they 
enshrined it in the cathedral where it still 
resides today.   
 

“A year after the Eucharistic miracle, in 1264, 
the Pope declared Corpus Christi a feast of 
the universal church.  Churches throughout 
the world honor the Blessed Sacrament in a 
special way on the feast day, especially 
through processions.  This is the feast that 
we celebrate today.  It is part of our identity 
and it is part of our culture as Catholics.” 

 

 

The second graders who had received First 
Eucharist this year were recognized for the 
model and inspiration 
they are to the parish 
with their belief in the 
real presence.  The 
children were invited to 
participate in a procession 
to honor God, while 
asking His blessing on the 
children and their 
families. 

 

“The Eucharist is the source and summit of  
the Christian life.  It’s the most important 

part of our culture and identity because it is 
the physical presence of God.” 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christianity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Solemnity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Real_Presence
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jesus_Christ
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eucharist
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trinity_Sunday
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Easter
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THE SOLEMNITY OF THE MOST HOLY BODY AND BLOOD OF CHRIST 
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PARISH LIFE IN PICTURES 

The First Day of School 2021/2022 

The Last Day of School 2021/2022 

The Blessing of Engaged Couples on May 29 

The New Electronic Sign!! 

Memorial Day Parade 

The Feast of the Visitation of Mary 
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The Feast of Corpus Christi 

Holy Spirit Graduates (and a future student)  

introduced at Mass 

The 2022 Carnival 
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Flock Note 

Check our websites regularly 
Holy Spirit Church   www.holyspiritparishnj.org 
Holy Spirit School   www.holyspiritschoolpequannock.org 
 

Find us on Facebook 
Holy Spirit Church   https://www.facebook.com/HolySpiritParishPequannock/ 
Holy Spirit School   https://www.facebook.com/holyspiritpequannock/ 
 

Follow us on Instagram 
Holy Spirit Church and School HolySpiritPequannock 

Holy Spirit Church uses “FlockNote”, which is the 
Diocesan standard for the most efficient and 
effective communication with parishioners. 
 
We send a weekly email notifying members of the 
posting of the weekend Mass, and include 
pertinent announcements and flyers.  Emails 
notifying of a death in the parish family along with 
other time-sensitive information is sent on an as-
needed basis. 
 
If you are not receiving our parish emails or know 
someone who would like to be connected with our 
church community, please email 
kimrizzo@holyspiritparishnj.org. 
 
You can also sign up yourself by going to 
holyspiritparish.flocknote.com.  Simply click 
"Sign Me Up" and be guided through the quick-
and-simple signup process.  

 
Holy Spirit Church, Pequannock 
www.holyspiritparishnj.org 
 
Online Giving for Holy Spirit Church 
https://holyspiritparishnj.churchgiving.com/ 

 
Holy Spirit School, Pequannock 
https://holyspiritschoolpequannock.org/ 
 
Online Giving for Holy Spirit School 
https://holyspiritschoolpequannock.org/donations 
 
The Religious Teachers Filippini 
https://www.filippiniusa.org/ 
 
St. Paul Inside the Walls: The Catholic Center for 
Evangelization at Bayley-Ellard 
https://www.insidethewalls.org/ 
 

United States Conference of Catholic Bishops 
Daily Readings 
https://bible.usccb.org/daily-bible-reading 
 

Diocese of Paterson 
https://www.patersondiocese.org/ 
 

The Vatican 
http://www.vatican.va/content/vatican/en.html 

Useful Links and Refernces 

AWAY FROM HOME ON THE 

WEEKEND? 

Go to www.masstimes.org to find 

convenient Mass times and 

schedules wherever you are 

traveling. 

Qualified Charitable Distributions 

If you’ve been a good saver and you want to 
share your love with Holy Spirit Church or 
School, you can gift directly from your IRA. 
These gifts, called Qualified Charitable 
Distributions (QCDs), can be made when the IRA 
owner reaches age 70 ½.  

Note that if a donor wishes to make a QCD from 
their IRA, they cannot do so until the day they 
actually turn age 70½.  

QCDs can be done only from IRA accounts, 
whether traditional or Roth, and even inherited 
IRAs are included. For more information, please 
contact the parish office. 

Social Media 

Please consider joining the 705 people on 
Facebook who “like” our Holy Spirit School 
Facebook page, and the 477 people who 
“like” our Holy Spirit Parish Facebook page. 
 
Please also join our 228 followers (and 
growing!) on Instagram. 


