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“Do you believe in the Son of Man?” Jesus wants

to motivate each one of us to see the truth. After

developing a relationship with Jesus, the blind

man “sees” as someone very special. The

Pharisees, due to the blindness caused by their

ignorance, prejudice, and need for self-

preservation, still remain blind. Presuppositions,

prejudices, assumptions, and our needs can

easily blind us to truth. We see what we want or

need to see and not what is really there. In

addition, our stubbornness continues to convince

us that we are right and that our vision is perfect.

Only God can complete the picture.

Look around at our world. So much of what is

happening today is due to the reluctance of folks

to allow themselves to be stretched and brought

to see what is really there. Many react to what

life presents to them more with the lenses of

ignorance than lenses of clarity. The Gospel

carries great transformative value. With it, God

corrects our vision and replaces our limited sight

with the fullness of his sight.  God opens our

eyes so that we can see that it is not about

preserving what we have created (continued  on page 3b

Act of Spiritual Communion

An ancient practice of the Church for those who

cannot be present at Mass is to make a spiritual

Communion. It has long been a Catholic

understanding that when circumstances prevent

one from receiving Holy Communion, it is

possible to make an Act of Spiritual Communion

which is a source of grace.

Spiritual Communion means uniting one’s self in

prayer with Christ’s sacrifice and worshiping him

in his Body and Blood.  The most common

reason for making an Act of Spiritual Communion

is when a person cannot attend Mass.  

Acts of Spiritual Communion increase our desire

to receive sacramental Communion and help us

avoid the sins that would make us unable to

receive Holy Communion worthily.

(see special insert inside  for A Prayer for Spiritual Communion )

Sunday Reflection

Inside This Issue ...

< Youth Ministry     Page 3
 Reflections from Marilyn Webb 

< Help Children Feel Safe Page 4
It’s important to present the facts about        

coronavirus to children in an age-appropriate way
 

< Stewardship Report Page 5
Although we are not celebrating Mass as 

a community, our parish still needs your support

< Ten Guideposts for Christians in the Time
of the Coronavirus Pandemic - Archbishop

Vigneron offers support and wise counsel to help us 

cope with the stress that comes with living through this

pandemic - see the special insert inside
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A PRAYER FOR THE SICK

Loving God,

you sent your son Jesus Christ to heal the sick.

We ask you to come to our aid

in the midst of the coronavirus crisis that we,

too, may experience your healing love.

We ask you to heal the sick.

Calm those who are living in fear.

Be with those who have died

and comfort their families.

Inspire health professionals to

aid them in their healing work.

Guide national leaders

to lead and make decisions with wisdom.

Help us to always be aware of your presence

as we place our trust in you.

We ask this in Jesus’ name.

Amen.

PRAYER FOR AN END

TO THE CORONAVIRUS CRISIS      

Loving God,

we come before you in our time of need.

We lay before you our concerns and fears

over the spread of the coronavirus.

We know that you are mightier than all our fears

and that the name of Jesus

is the name above all other names.

We ask, in the name of Jesus,

that you stop the spread of the coronavirus.

In your mercy, heal those who are sick

and lead those who have died

into your heavenly kingdom.

We ask this I the mighty name of Jesus.

Amen.
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No More Pencils, No More Books ...
by Marilyn Webb, Youth Minister

... no more teachers’ dirty looks! Does anybody

remember this saying? Kids would chant this on

the last day of school before summer vacation.

— but here we are near the end of winter with K

through12 schools shut down statewide.  What

are some things we can do during this difficult

time of social distancing?

Kid Friendly Family Meal

Work together with an adult in your household to

help prepare a side dish or meal for the family. 

Assign task(s) to each person (table setting, food

prep and cooking, pouring drinks, prayer before

meal). Not only are you giving your time to one

another but you are also nourishing the family.

Use this time to share highlights of your day.

Jar of Joy

Write down a way that God has blessed you

today, fold it up, and place your message in a jar

each day until it overflows. If a day comes and

you just need a boost in your spirit, just open

your “Jar of Joy” and read a love message of

how much God treasures you.

Get Formed For Free 

Our parish has been given a free 3-week

membership to FORMED.org, an online platform 

of amazing talks, movies, bible studies,

documentaries, and faith formation programs. 

My family just signed up for the FORMED app,

and we read a great kids ebook titled “Would

Climb Any Mountain For You.” Check it out!

Search  for “Formed” on your favorite app store

or visit FORMED.org, click “sign-up,” select “I

belong to a parish or organization,” find Corpus

Christi Parish by name or zip code, enter your

email — and you’re in!

— Marilyn

Sunday Reflection (continued from page 1)

but of living in the immensity and wonder of

God’s kingdom.

Through a simple, loving relationship with God,

we can break through the tethers of prejudice,

eradicate fear, dispel the darkness of hatred and

sin, discover freedom, live in peace, work for

justice, be effective stewards of creation, assist

the migrant and the immigrant, and safeguard

our economic systems and policies so that they

truly serve all of God’s children. What we see is

often an artificial lie. Our truth is much bigger

than what our limited sight believes it to be.

Allow God to work in and through you. Do not be

afraid. Be open and be humble enough to know

that you need help. Many human beings are

living with severe cataracts that produce sight

that is at best blurred. Are you one of them?
©LPi

Young Adult News
Encounter Christ Free Online Course 
March 2 - April 12, 7 - 10 pm  
— A free, self-paced on-line course is offered by

Sacred Heart Major Seminary during Lent. For more

information, visit shms.edu/encounter.

Keeping The Faith During The Time Of
Coronavirus
— Busted Halo.com recognizes the fear and anxiety

in the air as we all continue to grapple with the

effects of the COVID-19 virus on our nation and

world. Busted Halo hopes to help you navigate this

time of uncertainty with a spirit of calm, hope, and

faith. Please know that they are keeping you in their

prayers, and they invite you to pray for the sick, the

healthcare workers, those on the front lines of the

crisis, and for healing for all. Please visit

www.Bustedhalo.com for a Facebook Live broadcast,

online Mass, and other resources that may help

during this time.

http://www.Bustedhalo.com
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3 Take Time To Chat

Spend some time together

today reflecting on the The

Man Born Blind (John 9:1-

41).  Choose someone to

read the Gospel, then take

time to chat and pray.

• In today’s Gospel, blindness symbolizes lack of
faith.  Why do you think that some people in Jesus’
day did not believe that he was the Son of God and
long-awaited Messiah even though they witnessed
miracles like the one in today’s Gospel?

• What makes me blind to seeing Jesus in my life?

• Why do you think some people today don’t elieve
in Jesus ?  What can be done to help people believe
in him?

The Angelus is a way for lay people to sanctify the

hours of the day that echoes the monastic praying of

the Liturgy of the Hours.  Today many churches,

monasteries, and some radio and tv stations ring the

Angelus bell at 6 o’clock in the morning, at noon, and at

6 o’clock in the evening, inviting the faithful to pause

and pray the Angelus prayer. As a family, pray the

Angelus today at noon or 6 pm.

(The above material is excerpted from “52
Sundays,”a dynamic guide to help families reclaim
the Lord’s Day; you can get the weekly content and
additional resources at www.52Sundays.com.)  

3 How To Help Children Feel Safe

(excerpts from Metro Parent Editorial, March 17, 2020)

The COVID-19 outbreak has seen schools and

businesses close and shaken up families’ lives.  Detroit

PBS Kids offers advice for parents to help kids feel safe

during the crisis:

— when talking with young children, speak to them at

their eye level, use age-appropriate language, a soft

voice, and allow them to share thought or ask

questions; give simple information: “You know what it’s

like to have a cold or flu — how sometimes you get a

cough or fever?  This is kind of like that.  Most people

who catch this sickness stay at home, rest, and get all

better.  And we have wonderful doctor and nurses who

can help people when they need it.”

— with older kids, tailor the message and use more 

direct language.  And with kids of any age, seek to

listen and understand first.

— the idea is to hear what kids know and address their

concerns directly, along with any misinformation they

may have.

— emphasize things your family can do to be “germ

busters” for all types of germs: washing hands,

coughing into elbows, resting when not feeling well,

practicing healthy habits

— keep calm and use that “soft voice”; kids are aware

of everything; if you are worried or upset, they worry

about you.

Detroit PBS Kids is offering a special newsletter with

activities and tips for parents. Please visit

dptv.org/education/resource-list/.

THE ANGELUS

Leader:  The angel of the Lord declared to Mary,

and she conceived of the Holy Spirit.

All: Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee. 

Blessed art thou among women, and blessed is the

fruit of thy womb, Jesus.  Holy Mary, Mother of God,

pray for us, sinners, now and at the hour of our

death.  Amen.

Leader: Behold the handmaid of the Lord. Be it

done unto me according to thy word.

All: Hail Mary ...

Leader: And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt

among us.

All: Hail Mary ...

Leader: Pray for us, O Holy Mother of God, that we

may be made worthy of the promises of Christ.  

Let us pray:

All: Pour forth we beseech thee, O Lord, thy grace

into our hearts, that we, to whom the incarnation of

Christ, thy Son, was made known by the message of

an angel, may by His Passion and Cross be brought

to the glory of His Resurrection, through the same

Christ our Lord.

http://www.52Sundays.com.


Please Pray For Those In The Military:  
Jared Brooks (Marines), Caija Campbell (Army), Anthony Carson (Army), Anthony Ford (Army), Thomas

Dixon (Navy), Anthony Hollins, Jr (Army), Jonah LaTour, Jon LaTour, John Maurer (Air Force), Robbie

Mayes (Marines), Christopher Moniere (National Guard), Corey Sullivan (Army), and Lance Walker II (Army).
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During the COVID-19 pandemic and the temporary

suspension of public Masses in the Archdiocese of

Detroit, Corpus Christi Parish still needs your support.

Although we are not celebrating Mass as a parish

community, we still have a need to pay our staff,

maintain the church building, and, importantly, continue

our outreach ministries. We ask that, to the best of your

ability, you continue to make your weekly offertory

donations by mailing them to the parish at 19800

Pembroke Ave, Detroit MI 48219-2145.  If your income

has been adversely affected by the response to

COVID-19, please call the parish office to see if we can

help you.

Please Pray
For Our 

Deceased
Loved Ones

Tevita Jackson (2/20), niece of Sherrell Rutherford

Allen Arnett (2/29), friend of Elaine O’Neill

Demetric Rimbert (2/24), son of Sally Rimbert

Vincent Orihel (2/27), former member of the parish

   Scriptures
  for the Week 

Readings for the Week of March 22, 2020

Sunday: 1 Sm 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a/Eph 5:8-14

Jn 9:1-41 or 9:1, 6-9, 13-17, 34-38

Monday: Is 65:17-21/Jn 4:43-54

Tuesday: Ez 47:1-9, 12/Jn 5:1-16

Wednesday: Is 7:10-14; 8:10/Heb 10:4-10

Lk 1:26-38

Thursday: Ex 32:7-14/Jn 5:31-47

Friday: Wis 2:1a, 12-22/Jn 7:1-2, 10, 25-30

Saturday: Jer 11:18-20/Jn 7:40-53

5  Sunday of Lentth

Ez 37:12-14/Rom 8:8-11

Jn 11:1-45 or 11:3-7, 17, 20-27, 33b-45

Questions of the Week

First Reading

In the story of the prophet Samuel anointing the young

David as the next king, neither Samuel nor David’s

father, Jesse, foresaw David to be God’s anointed.

When have you been surprised by God in your life?

Second Reading

Paul taught the Ephesians that as believers in Christ,

they need to live as “children of light” and “learn what is

pleasing to the Lord.” From your own life experiences,

what do you think pleases God?

Gospel Reading

Jesus’ healing of the man born blind exposed the

blindness of some of the Pharisees of Jesus’ day. How

do we prevent ourselves from being blind to God’s

presence in this season of Lent?

Weekly Budget $    8475.00

Sunday Offerings 3-15-2020 $    2915.00

Shortfall for the Budget Year $     

        

         Collection Report



Susan Absher

Kelley Adams

Duncan Alfes

Cynthia Archer-Gift

Jim Agnello

Sue Bates

Marie Beard

Joan Beckley-Fletcher

Edward Bejesky

Katy Bessey

Kenneth Black 

Bryan Bowman

James Bryant

Bria Brown

Linda Brown

Ron Brown

Auby Bryson

F. Chennault-Johnson 

Jenny Churchill

Scott Clinton

Leah Closson

Perry Conway

Ronald Crane

Betty Cross

Chuck Davis

Natacha Desir

Shannon Dodd

Jerry Douglas

Chris Downing

Elizabeth Downing

Lloyd Earl      

Virginia Etherly

Stephen Farkus

Phillip Faucher

Ronald Fletcher

Barbara Ford

Kyle Foster

Jerry & Patricia Franks

Mavis Frazer

Barbara Gay

Nestelyn Gay

Elwood Gneckow

Shawn Gore

Marlene Grant

Morty Green

Cora Harper

Alfonzo Harris

Millie Harris

Sharon Harris

Lisa Harston-LeDoux

Bob & Jane Hazen

Donna Hebel

Summer Henry

Carol Holm

Sullivan Horton

Jean Houck

Tom Hustoles

Robert Jarey

Aliyaa John

Arnim Johnson

Fred Johnson

El Caleb Jones

Dorie Kaiser

Bill Kelley

Shirley Kenney

Mary Alice Kenny

Kristen Kingzett

Katie Lutzo Kissell

Ed Kmett

Erin Knight

Fred Kolp

Emilia Kullman

Marta Lagos

Dianne Leitterman

Antoinette Litzinger

Cheryl Lofton

Anthony Lorenger

Harold Lowe

William Mapp

Michael Mathis

Scott McDonald

Anthony McNeal

Michael McNeece

John/Mary Jo Meakin

Jerry Mercier Jr

Robert Miller Jr

Darwin Mills

Florence Mills

Willard Mitchell

James Molloy

Karen Momper

Elizabeth Moore

Shirley V Moore

Glinda Moorer

Verita Morris

Louis Morzynske

Mike Mueller

Pierce Mueller

Joyce Mulhall

Mignon Murray

Sara Nell-Wallace

Margaret Nelson

Ernestine Nimmons

Charles Nutt

Charlotte, Donna, 

John & Tyler O’Neill

Jeff Padalino

Patty Page

Celena Parker

Willie Parker Jr

Paula Parham

Cyndi Pask

James Pefley

Alicia Penman

Ethel Person

Marquon Perry

Matt Phillips

Reginald Phillips

Anthony Plain

Erin Plain

David Remo

Sandra Reynolds

Michael Rice

Matthew Rich

Viola Richburge

Dorothy Roberson

Eugene Rohde

Alfredo Rojas

Patrick Ryder

Anthony Salem      

Frank Salem

Sherry Samuel

Ethel Mae Sanders

Larry Schneider

Helen Schroeder

Mildred Scott

Alice Sheehan

Larry Shelton

Lenny Simmons

Curtis Simpson Sr

Donald Sims Sr

Emily Smale

Kathy Smith

Beverly Sneed

Tom/Dorothy Sobota

Nicholas Stephens

Gus Sternberg

Rochelle Stewart

Trevor Sullivan

Kevin Sweeney

Frances Sykes

Patt Taylor-Braxton

Rick Thompson

Carolyn Thrash

Gerry Tremonti

Amy Turner

Eleanor Ursulan

Robert Vanden Berg

Al Victors

Alicia Walker

Kelley Walker

Lance Walker

Brady Wesley

Jamal Williams

Ruth Wilson

Barbara Woods

Doris Woody

Kyle Yanke

Please call the parish office (313-537-5770) to add or remove a name from our prayer lists.
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Monday   8:30 am For An Increase In Vocations

Tuesday   8:30 am + Wilfred Taylor (req by Corpus Christi Parish)

Wednesday   8:30 am  For a Special Intention (req by Jane DeHart)

Thursday   8:30 am + Marianne Zammit (req by Corpus Christi Parish)

Friday No Mass or Communion Service   

Saturday   4:00 pm + Leatrice Chapman (req by Corpus Christi Parish)

Sunday   9:00 am

11:00 pm
For the People of Corpus Christi

+ Thelma Thomas (req by B. Brown and E. O’Neil)

Please Pray For Our Sick Members:

Please Pray For Our Relatives and Friends:

Mass
Intentions

March 23 - 29

Tony Baines

Ken Banka

Doris Billion

Paul Billion

Marcelle Blackmon

Alelia Busby 

Jefferie Cook Sr

Karen Cook

Terrie C-Henderson

Sheri Dargin

Cid Davis

Kevin DeMatas

David Derouselle Sr

Renita Fletcher

Roy Ford

Garner, Dionne

Rosemary Givens

Gary Greening

Virginia Harkey

Clint Harris

Sr Stephanie Holub

Irma Horton

Mary C. Hustoles

Edward Hustoles

Gloria James

John Johnson

Roswitha Jordan

Fannie Larkins

Myrna Leonard

Marilyn Lewandowski

Bob Lindsay

Nancy Loper

Kathy Montgomery

Shirley Myles

Yve Nemeth

Shirley Oldenburg

Sharon Ortman

Helen Parkman

Vernard Plain

Thelma Polley

Sally Rimbert

Joy Robinson

Elyse Ryder

Michael Sands

Pauline Simpson

Bernice Slaughter

Donna Storie

Colletta Sykes

Brendia Thomas

Charlotte Turner

Adele Waddell

Kathy Wilson 

Homebound:
Synia Benjamin

Jackie Bodenhorn

Evelyn Brantley

Beverley B-Johnson

Angeline Butler

Michelle Cagle

Joseph Cagle Sr

Clairmina Danjou

Vivian Dorsey

Judories Fort

Margaret Gassoway

Ella Goldsmith

Sr Rachelle Harper 

Ruth Hill

Ronald Hills

Marie Leonard

Sharon Lewis

Beverly Miller

Beatrice Neail

Margaret Nielsen

John Onwudinjo

Sue Padalino

Evangeline Pruett

Milford Raines

Hulda Reed

Juanita Robinson

Leatrice Robinson

Isiah Searls

Joseph Shelton

Mary Pat Shelton



A Powerful Poem

A few days ago, I came across a poem by a Franciscan

Capuchin in Ireland by the name of Brother Richard

Hendricks.  He wrote this poem a few days ago

reflecting on the Coronavirus pandemic…it touches on

the reality that even in the darkest of times, with God

there is light, love and hope.  Please know of my

continued prayers for you as we all pray for an end to

the Coronavirus.  

— Fr. Patrick

Lockdown
by Brother Richard Hendrick

Yes there is fear.

Yes there is isolation.

Yes there is panic buying.

Yes there is sickness.

Yes there is even death.

But,

They say that in Wuhan after so many years of noise

You can hear the birds again.

They say that after just a few weeks of quiet

The sky is no longer thick with fumes

But blue and grey and clear.

They say that in the streets of Assisi

People are singing to each other

across the empty squares,

keeping their windows open

so that those who are alone

may hear the sounds of family around them.

They say that a hotel in the West of Ireland

Is offering free meals and delivery to the housebound.

Today a young woman I know

is busy spreading fliers with her number

through the neighbourhood

So that the elders may have someone to call on.

Today Churches, Synagogues, Mosques and Temples

are preparing to welcome

and shelter the homeless, the sick, the weary

All over the world people are slowing down and

reflecting

All over the world people are looking at their neighbours

in a new way

All over the world people are waking up to a new reality

To how big we really are.

To how little control we really have.

To what really matters.

To Love.

So we pray and we remember that

Yes there is fear.

But there does not have to be hate.

Yes there is isolation.

But there does not have to be loneliness.

Yes there is panic buying.

But there does not have to be meanness.

Yes there is sickness.

But there does not have to be disease of the soul

Yes there is even death.

But there can always be a rebirth of love.

Wake to the choices you make as to how to live now.

Today, breathe.

Listen, behind the factory noises of your panic

The birds are singing again

The sky is clearing,

Spring is coming,

And we are always encompassed by Love.

Open the windows of your soul

And though you may not be able

to touch across the empty square,

Sing.

March 13th 2020

Holy Homework

Sisters and brothers,

let us continue to pray

together for an end to

the coronavirus and for

all of our brothers and

sisters being affected

by this pandemic in any

way, shape, or form. 

Love you & bless you!

       (see prayers on page 2 of this bulletin)

From Fr. Patrick Gonyeau



My Jesus,

I believe that you are present

in the Most Holy Sacrament.

I love you above all things

and I desire to receive you in my soul.

Since I cannot at this moment

receive you sacramentally,

come at least spiritually in my heart.

I embrace you as if you were already there

and unite myself wholly to you.

Never permit me to be separated from you.

Amen.

Masses, parish meetings, AND

gatherings remain cancelled

through Sunday, April 5 .  th

Out of precaution, and mindful of the age range of our

staff, the parish office and outreach center are going

down to bare bones operations until Monday, March

30th, as we are at a critical juncture as a nation trying to

prevent the spread of Coronavirus.  

Parish staff will be working from home, checking

voicemail, and returning your call as soon as possible

— 90% of the time there will be no one in the office. 

Sunday offerings may be mailed to 19800 Pembroke

Ave, Detroit MI 48219-2145.

We may need some more hands on deck to help with

calling in to check on people and (for those comfortable

with going out) shopping for/delivering groceries, while

being careful with social distancing. 

If you do not have access to the internet, do not use

social media, or do not have an email address, please

let us know so that we can arrange for you to receive

updates and other information.

The parish office phone number is 313-537-5770.

Please visit our website, corpuschristi-detroit.org, for

more information and updates.  

10 Guideposts for Christians
in the Time of the Coronavirus Pandemic

by Archbishop Allen H. Vigneron

Introduction
In my service as spiritual father, I earnestly desire to

offer support and wise counsel in order to help us cope

with the stress that comes with living through this

pandemic. In my Pastoral Letter Unleash the Gospel I

cast what I wanted to say into the form of “Guideposts,”

and that has seemed to be helpful. So I’ve decided to

use that format here.

No Time Is Without Its Grace

Christ’s death and rising is a grace that should shape

every day of a Christian’s life and above all in these

days. In this time of trial we are called to seize the grace

of showing ourselves, by the power of the Spirit of

Christ, to be, like Christ, filled with faith in God’s care for

us.

This Is The Lent God Our Father Wants Us To Have 

This second guidepost is a sort of corollary to n. 1. God

in Christ is the Lord of history. He’s in charge. His

providential plan for our salvation and happiness cannot

be defeated. If he has permitted us to have to be for a

while without our public celebration of the Holy

Eucharist and our usual Lenten devotions, his Spirit

offers us other means to prepare ourselves for Holy

Week and the Paschal Triduum.

It’s Still About Unleashing The Gospel

Right now all of us, especially us pastors and our

co-workers, are focused on responding to the Corona

pandemic. Yes, but that doesn’t mean that “unleashing

the Gospel” has been abandoned. Quite the contrary.

We still must be about evangelization. That’s always our

mission. This is a providential time for us to witness to

our sure confidence in Jesus as Lord of history, to

manifest to the world that we face this challenge with

unshakeable trust that the Lord will sustain us.

Now Is The Hour Of The Domestic Church

At Synod 16 the Holy Spirit said clearly that the

Christian family, as the “Domestic Church,” has to be at

the center of the New Evangelization. In these days

when our large public gatherings for prayer and

catechesis are suspended, the Domestic Church is all

the more clearly “ground zero” for our response. Now it

falls squarely on families to make their homes places to
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hear the Word of God, and to offer God praise,

especially in acts of Spiritual Communion and

entrustment to the protection of the Blessed Virgin

Mary.

Holiness Works With Science

We must resist any idea that there’s some sort of

divorce between our cooperating with public health

officials to mitigate the spread of the virus and our

complete trust in God’s power to protect us. This

guidepost is a variation on the axiom that “Nature builds

on Grace.” Our whole-hearted cooperation with the civil

authorities involve act of Christian virtue: acts of justice

in doing our part to protect the common good, acts of

charity because our motive is love for God and

neighbor.

We’re Called To Accompany Our Neighbors

I’ve “cribbed” this “guidepost” and the one that follows

the pastoral wisdom of Pope Francis. Each of us,

especially in our families, faces fears about what the

future holds for us as the spread of the virus unfolds.

But we’re not alone in this. Some of us will become

seriously ill, and undoubtedly there will be fatalities –

along with all the sufferings that follow for those with

loved ones who become ill. Many of us face the

prospect of economic troubles, the loss of jobs, the

collapse of businesses, with all the trials these

misfortunes  entail. In this time of troubles we must

support one another, not only with sympathy but with

ready acts of practical kindness, that is, works of mercy.

We Must Care For Those “On The Peripheries”

As I’ve said, here, too, I’m echoing a theme dear to the

heart of Pope Francis. The pains caused by the

pandemic will fall particularly hard on the poor, the

elderly and the chronically ill. We Christians have a

particular duty to care for them. One simple but much

needed work of mercy will be to stay in touch (by

phone?) with the elderly who are quarantined. We

should be sure that “social distancing” doesn’t result in

losing “spiritual closeness.” Not least should we

remember that many of the inconveniences we

experience in order to mitigate the spread of the virus

are aimed at protecting the vulnerable. With that in mind

it should be easier to be at peace with these

inconveniences.

Read God’s Word Through The Lens Of This Time

The Psalmist says, “O that today you would hear his

voice” (Ps 95: 7). As you read any passage of Sacred

Scripture that is part of your prayer during these days,

listen especially for how in his word God is speaking

directly to you about how to find the grace he offers in

this time (see n. 1 above). He wants to speak to your

heart: to offer his wisdom about what this crisis means,

his guidance about how to respond, his assurance that

all things work for good for those who love [him]” (Rm 8:

28). He is close; listen for him.

Our First “Touchstone” Is Eucharistic  Communion

During this time when the public celebration of Holy

Mass has to be suspended, we need the graces of the

Eucharist more than ever.  For these are the graces

whereby the Holy Spirit works in our lives that dying to

self and living for the Father that is Jesus’s Paschal

Mystery. These graces can be available to us through

Spiritual Communion. Please pray for Spiritual

Communion in the fruits of Christ’s sacrifice at least

every Sunday, if not more often. And gather as a family

to pray together for this Communion.

Our Second “Touchstone” Is Our Lady’s Protection

From the cross, Jesus gave us his Mother to be ours. In

every age – from the days before Pentecost until today

– the Church has been blessed through the Mother of

God interceding for us, from her being close to us with

her care and protection. Let us renew our commitment

to “fly to her protection.” I invite you to join with me in

praying the “Memorare” every day to commend not only

the Church but also our country, indeed the whole

world, to the loving care of the Blessed Virgin Mary.

And, I follow the admonitions of Bl. Solanus, “thanking

God ahead of time” for the graces he will give us in

answer to her prayers, and I will work to build a Lourdes

Grotto on the grounds of our Cathedral as a token of

appreciation for what I am sure he will do for us through

her intercession.

Conclusion
Keep your eyes fixed on Jesus (Heb 12: 1).

That’s the best way I can summarize what I believe we

need to do to come out of this pandemic as the

daughters and sons God calls us to be. 

Keep focused on Jesus’ example of abandonment

into the hands of God the Father.

Keep close to Jesus in prayer.

Keep confident that Jesus is with us in this time of trial. 

Keep at peace, for Jesus is Lord,

conqueror of sin and death, victor over every evil. 



At my grandson’s Baptism, the priest put a bib on the baby. I do not
remember seeing this before. Why is this done? Is it something new?  

When an adult is baptized, there is a part in the ceremony when the newly

baptized is vested in a white garment. It is symbolic of the changes that baptism

brings in the life of the baptized as they are freed from the bonds of sin and

brought into the saving grace of Christ. Realities that are so profound are

symbolically presented so that we might better grasp and understand them. 

Infants are often dressed in a baptismal dress, which is the baptismal garment. In

some places, the bib is used as a kind of baptismal garment. At the place in the

ceremony where the investiture takes place, the bib is used. Some are poncho-like

and fit over the baby’s head. Others are simply placed on the baby’s chest. If the

baby is dressed in a white garment, nothing else is needed. The prayer says it all:

“See in your white garment the outward sign of your Christian dignity ... bring that

dignity unstained into the everlasting life of heaven.” In baptism, we are given our

purpose and goal in life as believers and this is symbolized by the white garment. 
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