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A Word From The Heart
           from 

Fr Patrick Gonyeau

“Entering Into The Heart Of Jesus”

Hello dear family in Christ! I pray this bulletin article

finds you healthy and doing what you can to stay safe

and to help others stay safe as well.  For all of our

parishioners who are essential workers, please know

my continued prayers for you and your protection in a

special way!

This weekend, friends, we have the Good Shepherd

teaching of Jesus in Jn 10:1-21.  There is so much

richness to this teaching, but I’d like to focus on two

things that Jesus says in these verses: I am the gate

(verse 9) and I am the good shepherd (verse 11).   

As our shepherd, Jesus promises to lead us in our lives,

that we never have to go it alone!  I love Psalm 23; it is

perhaps one of the most famous scriptures in

Christianity.  I  recommend praying it this week, soaking

up each word and the truth that, yes, Jesus loves to

guide me and care for me just as Psalm 23 describes! 

He is perfectly faithful and always there for us.

As the gate, Jesus tells us that “I am the gate; whoever

enters through me will be saved and will come in and

go out and find pasture.”  So, there is the reference to

entering into a life-saving and life-changing relationship

with Jesus (“whoever enters though me will be saved”),

but there  another aspect to this verse as well.  When

Jesus says “will come in and go out and find pasture,”

there is an invitation to     (continued  on special insert inside)

With whom do we converse and listen to the most?

Believe it or not, the answer is ourselves. We are

constantly having conversations with ourselves, and

sometimes we even get caught! Our inner conversations

reveal the truth about ourselves. We really cannot hide

from ourselves, although we often pretend we can. By

conversing with ourselves, we find solutions to our

challenges, problem solve, work through our

relationships, formulate opinions, run through dress

rehearsals of possible conversations, and wrestle with

and determine our system of priorities and values. What

other voices affect the conversations we have with

ourselves?

Often, voices from our past continue  (continued on page 3)
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Prayer During
 the Coronavirus Pandemic      

O clement, O loving,

O sweet Mother Mary,

We, your children of every nation,

Turn to you in this pandemic.

Our troubles are numerous;

our fears are great.

Grant that we might

deposit them at your feet,

take refuge in your Immaculate Heart,

and obtain peace, healing, rescue,

and timely help in all our needs.

You are our Mother.

Pray for us to your Son.

Amen. 

 Those Who Are Sick   

Henrietta Barnhill, mother of Troy Anderson

Darlene Conway, Claudette Twyman, 

sisters in law of Shelly Bradford

Michelle DeSouza, sister of Olivian DeSouza

Carol Duscio, daughter of Sue Vanden Berg

Elizabeth Moore, in-law of Elaina Moore

Marina Hollins, member of the parish

Those Who Have Died   

Prince C. Kendrick (4/24)

 brother of Sr. Laura Marie Kendrick

Carolyn Bennett (5/1)

 sister of Stacy Jones-Brown

Al Carens 5/1)

neighbor of Mary Mathis
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I See The Church In You
by Marilynn Webb, Youth Minister

As the domestic church, we are being challenged in

finding new ways to unleash the Gospel and to help

build up the Body of Christ from a distance and at

home.  We know now, more than ever, that our faith

didn't end when we left out of the church doors — 

because that is when our faith kicked in. We are in a

time when we “see the church” not just as the buildings

we go into, but we “see the church” in each of you, as

the church of living stones.   

Christ left a path of his footsteps for us to follow him on.

And our young people are watching and learning from

us every day. They learn from the words we speak,

which should be life giving; from the actions we take,

which should be ones to be admired; and they also

learn to either unleash the Gospel or not to unleash it,

from each one of us.  

This is definitely a challenging time to be a light in the

darkness, but Christ tells his beloved in our second

reading, "If you are patient when you suffer for doing

what is good, this is a grace before God." So continue

being the church that you are each called to be.

Continue helping other sheep to the gate. Our Lord

Jesus Christ is the gatekeeper, and he will be with us

every step of the way. 

— Marilyn

Sunday Reflection  (continued  from page 1)

to haunt us. These voices cause us to mistrust our

judgment, harbor anger, and cling to our fears of

rejection, failure, being wrong, and the like. It is in these

inner conversations that we face what holds us captive

— our limitations, weaknesses, sinfulness, and

stubborn ego preoccupations. We often go about our

lives putting out one fire or another, keeping ourselves

preoccupied and busy, and trying to stay on top of

things. Intentionally or unintentionally, we find ourselves

wandering off. We turn around and can no longer see

our home. We look down at our feet and realize we

have lost our anchor. Feeling scared, out of place,

desolate, unsettled, and lonely, we realize that we are

lost.

We listened to the wrong voices! In the midst of

everything competing for our attention, the voice of the

One who could truly call us home got muffled. We didn’t

hear it. As our inner dialogues continue to play out, the

one voice we need to consult — even before our own

— is God’s. He is the Good Shepherd who can keep us

safely where we need to be. As we graze through the

stuff of our lives, we must constantly remember to look

up, be attentive, and stay focused. Our habits of prayer

are the only thing that can properly root us and keep us

grounded. Contemplating God’s presence and

developing an inner awareness of love incarnate, we

will then find ourselves praying unceasingly as the days

and nights and the ebbs and flows of our of lives unfold.

Suddenly, the inner conversations we are constantly

having are no longer just with ourselves or with voices

that can lead us astray but with the Trinity, who

desperately wants us to stay home.                  ©LPi

Young Adult News

Spiritual Closeness Spotify Playlist
— With the coronavirus pandemic throwing the world

into chaos, it’s not unusual to feel our trust in God

being challenged. Doubt is a normal part of the

spiritual life. The Unleash The Gospel Team put

together a playlist of songs that remind us to place

our trust in God.  You can find the playlist at:

https://www.unleashthegospel.org/2020/03/spiritual

-closeness-spotify-playlist/.
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3 Take Time To Chat

Spend some time together

today reflecting on The Good

Shepherd (John 10:1-10).

Choose someone to read the

Gospel, then take time to chat

and pray as a family.

In today's Gospel, we hear that sheep recognize
the voice of their shepherd. How do you know when
God is speaking to you?

What is it like to be one of Jesus' sheep?

Listen as a family to the song, Good, Good Father, by

Chris Tomlin. You should be able to find the song on

YouTube or where you stream music. Share what

stands out in the song to you or sing along to the chorus

as a family.

(above material excerpted from “52 Sundays” @.52Sundays.com.) 

 3 Corpus Christi Kids Video

A new Corpus Christi Kids video was released on

Thursday, April 30. This week’s message from Fr.

Patrick is about “The Good Shepherd.”  Find it at:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tEV-FdaVicc

3 Family Bible Challenge

Take some time to learn more about Scripture and play

a game as a family! Reflect on the Resurrection of

Christ in this Easter season. Find the reflection guide at: 

https://familybiblechallenge.org/challenge/week-

6-reflection-for-god-so-loved-the-world/  

The quiz can be found at:

https://familybiblechallenge.org/challenge/week-
7-quiz/
(from https://www.unleashthegospel.org/2020/04/family-resources
-week-8-sunday-may-3-saturday-may-9/)  

3 Praying As A Couple Webinar Series

The AOD Office of Marriage Support is sponsoring an

opportunity for God to bless your marriage as you learn

how to pray as a couple more closely, comfortably, and

consistently.  A 3-part webinar series will be held on

Thursdays, May 7, 14, and 21 from 8:30 - 9:15 pm.  Ken

and Signe Castel from the Couple Prayer Series

Ministry will discuss how to begin and grow in praying

as a couple and provide practical suggestions about  the 

“whats,”  “whys,”  and “how-tos” of  successful  couple 

prayer.  Every marriage will benefit, whether beginners

or seasoned couples.  There will be an opportunity to

ask questions and handout materials will be provided.

Register at:

https://aod.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_bvojw
TFTReKVMzP5JCTL1Q

Facebook Event

https://www.aod.org/events/392

AOD Event Link

https://www.facebook.com/events/51840221883
6312/

3 Everyday Stewardship

When my wireless provider introduced HD Voice, the

voice I heard on my phone was unbelievably clear, and

it felt at times like both the caller and I were in the

same room. The best aspect of this feature is that it

didn’t cost the customer any additional fees, and it

didn’t require any changes to the phone. I could say it

was free, but I suspect I was already (continued  on page 5)

College Scholarships

The Del Papa-Grimaldi-Gabriele and Lilo Wendell

Scholarships, funded through the Archdiocese of

Detroit Endowment Foundation, each provide one or

more scholarships for the 2020-2021 academic

year.  Application forms are available online at

https://www.detroitcatholicschools.org/tuition-

assistance-scholarships or by calling the parish

office at 313-537-5770.

High school seniors and first-year college students

are eligible for the Del Papa-Grimaldi-Gabrriele

Scholarship.

High school seniors who are Catholic daughters of

single mothers and members of a parish in the

Archdiocese are eligible for he Lilo Wendell

Scholarship.

Completed application forms must be sent to the

Archdiocese of Detroit no later than June 15, 2020.



Please Pray For Those In The Military:  

Jared Brooks (Marines), Caija Campbell (Army), Anthony Carson (Army), Anthony Ford (Army), Thomas

Dixon (Navy), Anthony Hollins, Jr (Army), Jonah LaTour, Jon LaTour, John Maurer (Air Force), Robbie

Mayes (Marines), Christopher Moniere (National Guard), Corey Sullivan (Army), and Lance Walker II (Army).
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Everyday Stewardship (continued  from page 4)

paying for it in my monthly bill anyway. At least it felt

free.  The clearer the voice calling you, the easier it is to

recognize who it is on the other end of the line. In

John’s Gospel, Jesus speaks of the gatekeeper who

opens the gate and calls for his sheep. They respond

because they know his voice. Others try to lure the

sheep when the gatekeeper is not there, but the sheep

find their voices unclear or unfamiliar. 

Jesus is our gatekeeper. But unlike receiving something

for free from a wireless company, to be able to hear his

voice we need to pay attention and practice listening.

By developing a stewardship way of life that is mindful

and prayerful, we become attuned to his voice and are

able to discern when the call is from our Lord and when

it is from an imposter. It is great to talk about all the

things we can do and all the gifts we can share, but if

we are not listening for his call to hear where our

offerings are needed, we can end up like a lost sheep

searching for the gatekeeper. 
— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS

Please Pray
For Our 

Deceased
Loved Ones

Florence Quinn, member of the parish

Georgia Liggons, great-grandmother of Katie & Kamille Miller

Sadie Bomar (4/17), New Hope Board member

Gladys Germaine (4/23), sister of Adeline Auguste

Anthony J Salem (4/24), brother of Elaine O’Neill

   Scriptures
  for the Week 

Readings for the Week of May 3, 2020

Sunday: Acts 2:14a, 36-41/1 Pt 2:20b-25

Jn 10:1-10  

Monday: Acts 11:1-18]/Jn 10:11-18

Tuesday: Acts 11:19-26/Jn 10:22-30

Wednesday: Acts 12:24—13:5a/Jn 12:44-50

Thursday: Acts 13:13-25/Jn 13:16-20

Friday: Acts 13:26-33/Jn 14:1-6

Saturday: Acts 13:44-52/Jn 14:7-14

Fifth Sunday of Easter

Acts 6:1-7/1 Pt 2:4-9/Jn 14:1-12

Questions of the Week

First Reading

Luke tells us that Peter often testified: “Save yourself

from this corrupt generation.” How is this message

still applicable today? 

Second Reading

Peter asserts that the virtue of patience in one’s

suffering is a grace from God because Jesus

modeled patient suffering. How does the exercise of

this spiritual disposition help bring peace of mind? 

Gospel Reading

Using the metaphor of sheep and gatekeeper, Jesus

teaches his disciples the importance of remaining

focused on his voice. Why do you think people are

so easily distracted from other voices? 

Weekly Budget $    8475.00

Sunday Offerings 4-26-2020  $    5396.00

Shortfall for the Budget Year $  11948.71

        

         Collection Report



Susan Absher

Kelley Adams

Duncan Alfes

Cynthia Archer-Gift

Jim Agnello

Sue Bates

Marie Beard

Joan Beckley-Fletcher

Edward Bejesky

Katy Bessey

Kenneth Black 

Malcom Boudreaux

Bryan Bowman

James Bryant

Bria Brown

Ron Brown

Auby Bryson

Jenny Churchill

Scott Clinton

Leah Closson

Perry Conway

Ronald Crane

Betty Cross

Chuck Davis

Natacha Desir

Shannon Dodd

Jerry Douglas

Chris Downing

Elizabeth Downing

Lloyd Earl      

Virginia Etherly

Stephen Farkus

Phillip Faucher

Ronald Fletcher

Barbara Ford

Kyle Foster

Jerry & Patricia Franks

Mavis Frazer

Barbara Gay

Nestelyn Gay

Elwood Gneckow

Shawn Gore

Marlene Grant

Morty Green

Cora Harper

Alfonzo Harris

Millie Harris

Sharon Harris

Lisa Harston-LeDoux

Bob & Jane Hazen

Donna Hebel

Summer Henry

Carol Holm

Sullivan Horton

Jean Houck

Jeranne Jackson

Robert Jarey

Aliyaa John

Arnim Johnson

Fred Johnson

El Caleb Jones

Dorie Kaiser

Bill Kelley

Shirley Kenney

Mary Alice Kenny

Kristen Kingzett

Katie Lutzo Kissell

Erin Knight

Fred Kolp

Emilia Kullman

Marta Lagos

Antoinette Litzinger

Cheryl Lofton

Anthony Lorenger

Harold Lowe

William Mapp

Michael Mathis

Scott McDonald

Anthony McNeal

Michael McNeece

John/Mary Jo Meakin

Jerry Mercier Jr

Robert Miller Jr

Darwin Mills

Florence Mills

Willard Mitchell

James Molloy

Karen Momper

Elizabeth Moore

Shirley V Moore

Glinda Moorer

Verita Morris

Louis Morzynske

Mike Mueller

Pierce Mueller

Joyce Mulhall

Mignon Murray

Sara Nell-Wallace

Margaret Nelson

Ernestine Nimmons

Charles Nutt

Charlotte, Donna, 

John & Tyler O’Neill

Patty Page

Celena Parker

Willie Parker Jr

Paula Parham

Cyndi Pask

James Pefley

Alicia Penman

Ethel Person

Marquon Perry

Matt Phillips

Reginald Phillips

Anthony Plain

Erin Plain

David Remo

Sandra Reynolds

Michael Rice

Matthew Rich

Viola Richburge

Dorothy Roberson

Eugene Rohde

Alfredo Rojas

Patrick Ryder

Frank Salem

Sherry Samuel

Ethel Mae Sanders

Larry Schneider

Helen Schroeder

Mildred Scott

Alice Sheehan

Larry Shelton

Lenny Simmons

Curtis Simpson Sr

Donald Sims Sr

Emily Smale

Kathy Smith

Beverly Sneed

Tom/Dorothy Sobota

Nicholas Stephens

Rochelle Stewart

Trevor Sullivan

Kevin Sweeney

Frances Sykes

Patt Taylor-Braxton

Rick Thompson

Carolyn Thrash

Gerry Tremonti

Amy Turner

Eleanor Ursulan

Robert Vanden Berg

Al Victors

Alicia Walker

Kelley Walker

Lance Walker

Brady Wesley

Jamal Williams

Ruth Wilson

Barbara Woods

Doris Woody

Kyle Yanke

Please call the parish office (313-537-5770) to add or remove a name from our prayer lists.
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Monday   8:30 am + Martha Harris (req by Corpus Christi Parish)

Tuesday   8:30 am + Judories Fort (req by Corpus Christi Parish)

Wednesday   8:30 am A Special Intention (req by Jane DeHart)

Thursday   8:30 am + Anthony Johnson (req by Corpus Christi Parish)

Friday   No Mass   

Saturday   No Mass   

Sunday 11:00 am Donald Willis (req by Donna Graham)

Please Pray For Our Sick Members:

Please Pray For Our Relatives and Friends:

Mass
Intentions
 May 4 - 10

Tony Baines

Ken Banka

Doris Billion

Paul Billion

Marcelle Blackmon

Alelia Busby 

Faye Chennault-

Johnson

Jefferie Cook Sr

Karen Cook

Terrie C-Henderson

Sheri Dargin

Cid Davis

Kevin DeMatas

David Derouselle Sr

Curtis Dickerson

Renita Fletcher

Roy Ford

Dionne Garner

Rosemary Givens

Gary Greening

Virginia Harkey

Clint Harris

Sr Stephanie Holub

Irma Horton

Mary C. Hustoles

Edward Hustoles

Gloria James

John Johnson

Roswitha Jordan

Fannie Larkins

Myrna Leonard

Marilyn Lewandowski

Bob Lindsay

Nancy Loper

Kathy Montgomery

Shirley Myles

Yve Nemeth

Shirley Oldenburg

Sharon Ortman

Soraya Parent

Helen Parkman

Vernard Plain

Thelma Polley

Sally Rimbert

Joy Robinson

Elyse Ryder

Michael Sands

Pauline Simpson

Donna Storie

Colletta Sykes

Brendia Thomas

Charlotte Turner

Adele Waddell

Kathy Wilson 

Homebound:
Jackie Bodenhorn

Evelyn Brantley

Beverley B-Johnson

Angeline Butler

Michelle Cagle

Joseph Cagle Sr

Clairmina Danjou

Vivian Dorsey

Margaret Gassoway

Ella Goldsmith

Sr Rachelle Harper 

Ruth Hill

Ronald Hills

Marie Leonard

Sharon Lewis

Beverly Miller

Beatrice Neail

Margaret Nielsen

John Onwudinjo

Sue Padalino

Evangeline Pruett

Milford Raines

Hulda Reed

Juanita Robinson

Leatrice Robinson

Isiah Searls

Joseph Shelton

Mary Pat Shelton

Bernice Slaughter



A Word From The Heart  
(continued  from page 1)

continue to enter into the gate that is the presence of

Jesus.  The coming in and going out ... 

While we are blessed to walk with the Good Shepherd

Jesus every moment of our lives, we have the option to

engage with the Lord, to enter into conversations, to

take time to read the word, and to effectively “go in” to

the depths of sacred communion.  I like to think of it as

entering into the heart of Jesus.  I think that the “coming

in and going out and finding pasture” indicates that by

continuing to enter into the heart of Jesus — the sacred

communion of prayer where we not only give, but

receive, in the dialogue and exchange — we continue

to receive the grace to be led to the place of peace in

our lives that Jesus brings us to in all aspects of our

lives, even as we await breakthroughs in situations

we’ve prayed about.  As we walk with the Good

Shepherd, let’s remember and rejoice, taking him up on

his invitation to sacred communion on the journey and

entering into his heart again and again.
   

Love you and bless you!   — Fr. Patrick

Holy Homework

For Holy Homework this

week, see if you can  try to

take 5 mini prayer breaks

throughout the day where you

simply engage Jesus in

dialogue and listen as best as

you can in your mind and

heart. Even if it’s a 1-minute prayer break, that’s

great!  

Take 5 little moments during your day to really enter

into the Lord’s heart — and be still for a minute with

the Lord, breath with him, think with him, recalibrate

with him … and you’ll be letting the Good Shepherd

lead you!

Dear Corpus Christi Family,
It is with great joy that I want you to know I am home from the hospital and rehab

facility! Our God is so awesome! I am getting stronger every day. Thank you for the

prayers and love.  Peace and Love,

 Liz Williams

Today we observe World Day of Prayer for

Vocations, also known as "Good Shepherd Sunday." 

The purpose of this day is to publically fulfill the

Lord's instruction to, "Pray the Lord of the harvest to

send laborers into his harvest" (Mt 9:38; Lk 10:2). 

“Dear friends, on this day in particular, but also in
the ordinary pastoral life of our communities, I ask
the Church to continue to promote vocations. May
she touch the hearts of the faithful and enable each
of them to discover with gratitude God’s call in their
lives, to find courage to say “yes” to God, to
overcome all weariness through faith in Christ, and
to make of their lives a song of praise for God, for
their brothers and sisters, and for the whole world.
May the Virgin Mary accompany us and intercede

for us.”  — from Pope Francis’ message for the 2020

World Day of Prayer for Vocations, 

Prayer for Vocations

Good and gracious God,
You call each person by name
and invite them to follow you.

On this World Day of Prayer for Vocations,
may each person hear and respond

to the call they have received.

We pray for all discerning marriage,
the chaste single life, consecrated life,

or ordained ministries, 
that your Holy Spirit 

would guide, inspire, and strengthen them.

May your Church and the world be enriched 
by the "yes" of your children.  Amen.



�  Masses, parish meetings, and  gatherings remain

cancelled through through Friday, May 15.  Sunday

Mass continues to be livestreamed at 11 am on

Sundays; a direct link to the Mass is available at the

parish website: www.corpuschristi-detroit.org.

� Our parish celebration of Fr. Don’s 50th anniversary

of ordination to the priesthood was scheduled for

Sunday, June 14 , our parish Feast Day.  Afterth

speaking with Fr. Don, his 50  anniversary celebrationth

has been tentatively moved to Sunday, August 23 .   rd

� Please notify the parish of illness in your household.

The answering machine is being monitored remotely,

and calls are returned as soon as possible (please be

sure to leave both your name and phone number and to

speak clearly and slowly when leaving a message). 

The parish office phone number is 313-537-5770.

�  Sunday offerings may be mailed to 19800 Pembroke

Ave, Detroit MI 48219-2145 or you may make your

donations online at www.corpuschristi-detroit.org.

�  The church is open on Saturdays from 2 to 4 pm for

those who wish to celebrate the sacrament of

Reconciliation (Confession). Confessions are held in

the daily Mass chapel area.  A sanitizer station is

available.  You may also stop by to pray, drop off your

Sunday offering, or pick up a Little White Book during

these hours; please plan to practice social distancing

when you come into the church.    

�  Weekly updates are being sent via email 3 times

during the week.  If you are not receiving the updates,

please let us know by sending an email to

corpuschristidetroit@comcast.net or call the parish

office at 313-537-5770 (be sure to speak slowly and

clearly).

�  If you do not have access to the internet, do not use

social media, or do not have an email address, please

let us know so that we can arrange for you to receive

updates and other information.

Calming The Storm
The Archdiocese of Detroit has begun

a new  spiritual outreach and support

initiative to assist people in need during

the coronavirus pandemic. Please visit 

https://missionary.outreach.aod.churc

h/, call 313-237-4646, or text “SOS” to

313-315-5758.

Virtual Spiritual Retreat
“Faith Under Fire: Women of God on

the Front Lines,” a virtual spiritual

retreat sponsored by the AOD Office of

Black Catholic Ministry, will take place

on three evenings, May 5 , 6 , and 7th th th

from 6 to 7 pm EST.  The facilitator will

be Ms. Enna Bachelor,  an administrator for the City of

Livonia and a minister, author, and preacher (St Paul

AME, Grosse Pointe, and other churches).  All are

welcome — invite someone to join in.  The link for the

retreat is:

https://aod.zoom.us/j/92800422332

Meeting ID: 928 0042 2332

1-312-626-6799 US

Reaching Out To The “Nones” 
The USCCB Committee on Evangelization and

Catechesis has produced a video — Reaching Out To

The “Nones” (the unaffiliated) — exploring the issue of

the decline in faith, especially among the younger

generations, and how to go about sharing the precious

gift of faith in Christ with them.  It is narrated by Bishop

Barron (the Chairman of the Committee) and may be

found here: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=znyEsvbrM8k
&list=PLYn2XWaUoSgaL1bizG3t5zGWJ56ANs4U
Q&index=5

With the uncertainty of our social distancing status, one

thing IS certain.  The upcoming elections this year are

critically important.  Thankfully, the Presidential Primary

was able to take place prior to the Coronavirus

Pandemic.  There are 2 more elections this year.  The

Primary election, August 4, where we get to chose who



runs for State and Local offices in the General election

in November, and the General Election on November

3rd, which includes the presidential election among

other important offices up for election.   Please plan to

vote!  If you are not registered to vote, please go to 

www.corpuschristi-detroit.org, click on Organizations,

then click on Councils, and then Social Justice, to find

everything you need to know about how to register to

vote and how to apply for an absentee ballot.

Over 2.2 million Michiganders voted in the Presidential

Primary Election in March. In the wake of the

Coronavirus (COVID-19), daily routines have changed

significantly, but the importance of making our voices

heard remains critical. 

During the 2020 election, the U.S. Catholic bishops

have called for people of faith to model compassion in

an intentional way through the nonpartisan “Civilize It”

campaign. The campaign urges Catholics to pledge “to

promote civility, love our neighbors, and build

community,” recognizing that all are children of God.

Communities benefit greatly when their members seek

“to dismantle stereotypes and to build productive

conversation” instead of to divide or attack (Forming

Consciences for Faithful Citizenship).

The COVID-19 pandemic has reemphasized the

importance of civility. Michiganders have seen how

support can lessen feelings of isolation in spite of

physical distance. They have seen how the tireless

efforts of health care professionals, the food service

industry, and so many across various sectors have

allowed communities to continue receiving the things

they need. Finally, Michiganders have seen the benefit

of actions that put others before themselves. These

actions, such as social distancing, have saved lives.

The “Civilize It” pledge is simple, with three main

elements: civility, clarity, and compassion. To sign the

pledge, visit www.CivilizeIt.org.

(excerpts from an article posted by Paul A. Long; visit
http://www.micatholic.org/advocacy/news-room/

the-word-from-lansing/ to read entire article)

5 things to expect once public Masses
return in the Archdiocese of Detroit

As we approach our eighth weekend without public

Masses in the Archdiocese of Detroit, the fatigue of not

being united around the altar, receiving Holy

Communion, and seeing each other in church is

certainly beginning to wear on us. 

It is a tremendous sacrifice for us to forgo gathering in

this way. But we have done it for the common good. 

Yet, as people of faith, we long to return to our churches

and gather once again in person for Mass. The desire of

the disciples to be united to the offering of Jesus to the

Father in the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass is not

diminished during these days. It will be a while,

however, before things return to our pre-quarantine

days. Just as our civic leaders and public health officials

have set a phased, slow and steady approach to

returning back to “normal,” so, too, must we prepare. 

Here are five things we should be prepared for over the

spring and into the summer:

1. Wearing a mask 

2. Social distancing in church 

3. Fewer people

4. Mistakes and imperfection 

5. Continued online presence

Our commitment to the common good of our society is

important to keep us safe and to protect those who are

most susceptible to the ravages of this virus. It is an act

of justice owed to all those with whom we share our

society. 

But it is also an opportunity for us to give witness to our

care and concern for all. These changes — and

certainly others we cannot anticipate yet — remind

people that we care about them. We want to show them

that we love them so that we can, in due time, proclaim

a greater good and a greater love for them. 

As Archbishop Allen H. Vigneron said at the beginning

of this quarantine, our lives during these days and the

days of our return are still about unleashing the Gospel. 

(the entire article is available at
https://detroitcatholic.com/news/detroit-catholic/5-things-to-expect-o

nce-public-masses-return-in-the-archdiocese-of-detroit)

From the



Corpus Christi Catholic Church

19800 Pembroke Avenue

Detroit MI 48219-2145

I have a friend who says she doesn’t need to attend Mass because she
prays to God every day. What are your thoughts on this justification?

If the only reason for going to church were to talk to God, your friend might be

right. Prayer is not something limited to a physical place or even a holy place. If

the sole purpose of the Church were prayer, it would be a narrow purpose

indeed. The Church is a community of believers, formed by “one Lord, one faith,

one Baptism.” It is an outward sign of our faith in God instituted by Christ, and the

purpose of the Church is to give us grace, that is, a share in God’s life.

Coming to Mass is not really for God’s sake, but for ours. If we believe that Jesus

is truly present in the holy Eucharist, then we will want to be in his presence. We

will want to be fed by him. Our daily prayer and good works are strengthened by

our authentic encounter with our Lord. For Catholics, it is at Mass that we

celebrate the source and summit of our faith. If this is true, why would we ever

stay away?
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