
                                                                                                           

 

A Word From The Heart
           from 

Fr Patrick Gonyeau

“Our Father”

Grace, love and peace to you from God our Father,

Corpus Christi Family!  On this weekend when we

celebrate Father’s Day I’d like to offer a message of

love and blessing to all of our Fathers, Grandfathers,

Godfathers and Spiritual Fathers!  Fatherhood is both a

biological and spiritual reality, and so to all Fathers: 

may God continue to bless you and fill you with divine

love that empowers you to love, sacrifice and care for

those you are a Father to with a heroic heart!

My relationship with my own biological father, Thomas

Joseph Gonyeau, was not always so good.  As a child,

he was a hero to me and worked hard to help take care

of a large family with my Mom as they raised seven

children together on the east side of Detroit, and then

Harper Woods.  Unfortunately, my father battled with

some serious issues in his life and left the family when

I was about 12 years old.  Thankfully, my mom lived

and taught the Gospel of forgiveness, assuring us that

our father simply wasn’t well and wasn’t making clear

choices.  There was still anger and disappointment of

course, but Mom’s mercy and prayer kept her children’s

relationship with our father from totally disintegrating.

Later in his life, my father became a cross country truck

driver.  The long silent hours on the road were good for

his soul.  A believer in Jesus, my father began to pray

more in his life and grow closer  (cont. on special insert inside)

                                Don’t Fear Change

Sunday Reflection

There are many things of which we can be afraid: being

rebuked, rejection, anger, being challenged, having to

defend ourselves, standing alone, insecurity, failure, and

even death. For some, identifying and overcoming their

fears is a daunting task. Regardless of how much they

may want to break the cycle of fear, they find that they

remain close friends with old and dysfunctional

behavioral habits and norms. Maybe what they really

fear is change. There are many who gravitate to the

familiar and comfortable, and find safety and security in

doing so, even if they remain mired in mediocrity.

Human beings have to learn that there is life beyond the

“what has always been” and that happiness and depth

are possible when old structures  (continued on page 3)
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A Prayer For Persons
Suffering From The Coronavirus

Merciful God, hear our fervent prayer

for all who suffer from the coronavirus.

May those who are infected 

receive the proper treatment

and the comfort of your healing presence.

May their caregivers, families and neighbors

be shielded from the onslaught of the virus.

Give solace to those who grieve

the loss of loved ones.

Protect and guide those who strive to find a

cure,  that their work may conquer the disease

and restore communities

to wholeness and health.

Help us to rise above fear. We ask all this

through the intercession of Our Lady of Lourdes,

and in the name of your Son, Jesus, and the

Holy Spirit, now and forever.  

Amen.

Please Pray
For Those Who Are Sick

Henrietta Barnhill

mother of Troy Anderson

Darlene Conway and Claudette Twyman, 

sisters in law of Shelly Bradford

Michelle DeSouza

sister of Olivian DeSouza

Elizabeth Moore

in-law of Elaina Moore

Marina Hollins

member of the parish

Rev. Dana Porter Ashton

niece of Joan Burch

Michelle Talley

cousin of Karen Cook

Dee Hunt

friend of MiShawn Earl
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Facilities and Finances
by Carolyn Wilson, Director of Operations

Hello everyone!  As you know, our church re-

opened for mass May 23. We had about 60

people attend that weekend and as of last

weekend, saw an increase to 84! I am grateful to

the many people who are serving in new ministry

roles (check-in, hospitality (escorting you to your

seat), and parking lot), and to DeAndre

McClosker, a new staff member who is present

during and after masses to disinfect the church.

I am also very grateful to Miriam Hudson for

managing the reservation process (via the sign-

up link on the website, which is preferred; if you

do not have on-line access, you may call the

parish office to leave your name, phone number,

and the mass you want to attend on the

voicemail). It is very important that you reserve

a space for mass, as the church is limited to 75

places.

Our new online giving portal has been a success

with an increase of about 100 donors/month over

the 20/month that give via the Vanco platform!

The link is secure and easy to use should you

want to try it out (https://www.corpuschristi-

detroit.org/how-to-donate)! You may also

continue to mail your offertory donations to the

parish office (19800 Pembroke Ave). Thank you

for continuing to give so generously!

We have had new expenses as a result of the

pandemic, having spent about $4000, which

included disinfecting the church, purchasing

thermometers, hands-free sanitizing stations,

hand sanitizer, and disinfecting supplies and two

new microphones to keep our choir members

safely distanced. 

Please feel free to contact me should you have

questions or concerns. I am here to serve our

parish family.  Blessings! — Carolyn 

Sunday Reflection  (continued  from page 1)

and systems have to be left behind.

Can you leave the near and dear, the comfortable and

familiar, the safe and secure, and discover new

opportunities? The shear thought of doing so can bring

on feelings of apprehension, intense anger, resentment,

defensiveness, reluctance, resistance, and even

apathy. If we have to be responsible for making the

change, cowardice can creep in. If someone else is to

blame for making the change, any number of possible

negative reactions are possible. In the end, only one

thing is required and that is God. If I can rely on and

deepen my relationship with God, especially in the

Eucharist along with a community of believers, then

little else is of great concern. We have to figure out what

is really important. It is not always what we think.

The Gospel calls us to stretch ourselves and try new

things, not to remain stuck and stagnant in familiar

ways. We are asked to live life more deliberately,

radically, and intentionally. We are asked to leave the

familiar behind and learn to live with changing, and

often limiting, human structures. We cannot get too

caught up in the physical, ideological, or structural

systems we are used to. The Holy Spirit always leads

and guides us. If we trust this, we will find ourselves

doing things we never thought we could do. Always

seek the path to joy and love. They keep us from falling

victim to our fears and from seeking the nostalgic

crutches we think we need to achieve a sense of well-

being and happiness.  ©LPi

Young Adult News

Faith in Action: 
Resources for Today’s Anti-Racist Catholic
As Catholics, we are called to recognize the dignity

of every human life. Scripture tells us we are all

made in the image and likeness of God, and our faith

calls us to treat each other accordingly. As Catholics

living in the United States, we recognize the times

when our country has not been a place where that

dignity is recognized equally for all people. For a  list

of resources that will help American Catholics to be

actively anti-racist, cope with the complex emotions

of tense times, and work and pray for peace and

unity, please visit www.bustedhalo.com.
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3 Take Time To Chat

Gather as a family and have

someone read today’s  Gospel,

Courage Under Persecution

(Matthew 10:26-33), watch Fr.

Patrick’s “Kid’s Video.” Then

take some time to discuss this

good news.

• In today’s Gospel, Jesus begins by saying, “Fear
no one.”Are you afraid of anyone? If so, why?

• How many hairs to do you think you have on your
head? How does it make you feel to know that God
knows everything about you, even the number of
hairs on your head?

• Today is Father’s Day. Share with your family one
thing for which you are grateful about your earthly
father or your Father in heaven.

Close your sharing by saying the following blessing over

each person. This prayer is attributed to St. Clare of

Assisi. Children can bless their parents too.  Feel free to

you use your own words as well!

May Almighty God bless you.

May he look upon you with the eyes of his mercy

and give you his peace.

Here below may he pour forth his graces

on you abundantly  and in heaven

may he place you among his saints.

3 The Ministry of Hospitality At Home

A home can serve several functions. It can be a place

of ministry which provides nurturing, respite,

encouragement and comfort. The hospitality that we

show to others should be an extension of what we

practice within our home. We can offer hospitality to

others once we share a sense of kindness, openness

and generosity with those we live with. In the words of

Archbishop Vigneron, “The witness of a joyful family life

rooted in the Gospel can be a spiritual oasis for people

in contemporary society.” (Unleash the Gospel, Marker

7.3)  While coming together in our homes may look

different right now, the way that we gather and treat

people remains important. Ideas to create hospitality in

your own home within the current social distancing

limitations are available at:

https://www.unleashthegospel.org/2020/06/the-
ministry-of-hospitality-at-home/

3 Scouting’s Pope Pius XII Medal

Scouts who will begin Grade 9 or higher in the fall are

welcome to participate in a program designed to

explore and discuss different life choices (single,

married, religious, ordained), occupations, and

ministries in the church as calls from God.  There will

be youth-led discussions on current issues facing the

church and society. Scouts who complete the program

earn the Pope Pius XII medal and will be recognized at

a Scouting ceremony at Blessed Sacrament Cathedral.

The class will be facilitated by Steven Koponen.  For

more information, go to https://bit.ly/PopePiusXII or 

send an email to koponens@yahoo.com or

steven.koponen@fpsk12.net.

3 Everyday Stewardship

You find yourself in the difficult situation of being

accused of blasphemy and confronting possible

execution. Your crime is believing in Jesus Christ. The

question is then asked of you, “Are you a Christian, a

follower of the one named Jesus Christ?” Your answer

may very well dictate what happens to you next. What

is your answer?

It is probably easier to answer this question when the

scenario is make-believe. All of us want to believe that

we would say yes to the question of belief in Jesus, 

but strange things happen when humans  (cont. on page 5)

Corpus Christi Kids Video

Fr. Patrick’s new Corpus Christi Kids video

is available at the parish website, 

www.corpuschristi-detroit.org.

Click on the “Fr. Patrick’s Kids Weekly Video”

button. Share it with your children,

grandchildren, or anyone you know. 



Please Pray For Those In The Military:  

Caija Campbell (Army), Anthony Carson (Army), Thomas Dixon (Navy), Anthony Ford (Army), Nick Goodrich

(Army), Anthony Hollins, Jr (Army), Jonah LaTour, Jon LaTour, John Maurer (Air Force), Robbie Mayes

(Marines), Christopher Maniere (National Guard), and Lance Walker II (Army).
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Everyday Stewardship  (continued  from page 4)

panic in the face of extreme stress. As we reflect on

what we would say, there are those all over the world

who are being asked that very same question. It is a

question that was asked of many in the first centuries of

the Church. Those who respond “yes” are considered

martyrs and saints. 

We might not usually think of all this in terms of good

stewardship living. However, our faith is also a gift we

have received from God to cultivate, grow, and share

with others. The more interesting question than the one

posed above is, “Would an accuser even think of asking

you such a question?” Would you have cultivated,

grown, and shared your faith enough that anyone would

even consider you worthy of asking the question? They

might assume you don’t know Jesus Christ at all. I don’t

like conflict and do not seek out conflict, but I would

rather someone ask the first question posed than

assume there is no reason to confront me in the first

place.
— Tracy Earl Welliver

Please Pray
For Our 

Deceased
Loved Ones

Roberto Urista Jr

nephew of Elaine O’Neill

Most Rev. George V. Murry

1  African-American bishop, Diocese of Youngstownst

Most Rev. James A. Murray

retired 3  bishop of Diocese of Kalamazoord

   Scriptures
  for the Week 

Readings for the Week of June 21, 2020

Sunday: Dt 8:2-3, 14b-16a/1 Cor 10:16-17

Jn 6:51-58

Monday: 2 Kgs 17:5-8, 13-15a, 18/Mt 7:1-5

Tuesday: 2 Kgs 19:9b-11, 14-21, 31-35a, 36

Mt 7:6, 12-14

Wednesday: Is 49:1-6/Acts 13:22-26

Lk 1:57-66, 80

Thursday: 2 Kgs 24:8-17/Mt 7:21-29

Friday: 2 Kgs 25:1-12/Mt 8:1-4

Saturday: Lam 2:2, 10-14, 18-19/Mt 8:5-17

13  Sunday in Ordinary Timeth

2 Kgs 4:8-11, 14-16a/Rom 6:3-4, 8-11/Mt 10:37-42

Questions of the Week

First Reading

We hear how the prophet Jeremiah turned to God as

he struggled mentally and emotionally to remain

faithful to his call. When do you find yourself turning

to God in prayer? 

Second Reading

Paul speaks of Adam and Christ to describe God’s

gift of salvation to all who believe. What do you find

compelling in Paul’s argument? 

Gospel Reading

Jesus forewarns his disciples that following him will

involve risks and even persecution. Where do you

experience risk and/or ridicule as a person of faith? 

Weekly Budget $    8475.00

Sunday Offerings 6-14-2020 $  10224.00

Shortfall for the Budget Year $    5831.71

        

         Collection Report



Please call the parish office (313-537-5770) to add or remove a name from our prayer lists.

Mass Intentions
June 22 - 28
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Monday   8:30 am

12:15 pm

For An Increase In Vocations

For Those Who Are Caregivers

Tuesday   8:30 am

  6:00 pm

For Those Who Are Homebound

For Those In Nursing Homes and Rehab Centers

Wednesday   8:30 am

12:15 pm

For An End to the Coronavirus Pandemic 

For Scientists and Medical Experts

Thursday   8:30 am

  6:00 pm

For An End to Racism

For the Children and Youth of the Parish

Friday   No Mass   

Saturday    4:00 pm For Our Deceased Friends and Family Members 

Sunday    9:00 am

 12:00 pm

For the People Of Corpus Christi Parish

For the Families of Parishes Initiative

Please Pray For Our Sick Members:

Please Pray For Our Relatives and Friends:
Susan Absher

Jim Agnello

Duncan Alfes

Cynthia Archer-Gift

Sue Bates

Marie Beard

Joan Beckley-Fletcher

Edward Bejesky

Kenneth Black 

Malcom Boudreaux

Bryan Bowman

Bria Brown

Ron Brown

James Bryant

Ernest Cabule

Michael Derrick Cade

Jenny Churchill

Scott Clinton

Leah Closson

Perry Conway

Nancy Copeland

Ronald Crane

Betty Cross

Chuck Davis

Natacha Desir

Shannon Dodd

Jerry Douglas

Chris Downing

Elizabeth Downing

Lloyd Earl    

Virginia Etherly

Stephen Farkus

Phillip Faucher

Barbara Ford

Kyle Foster

Jerry & Patricia Franks

Mavis Frazer

Barbara Gay

Nestelyn Gay

Elwood Gneckow

Becky Goodrich

Shawn Gore

Marlene Grant

Morty Green

Alfonzo Harris

Millie Harris

Sharon Harris

Lisa Harston-LeDoux

Bob & Jane Hazen

Donna Hebel

Summer Henry

Carol Holm

Sullivan Horton

Jean Houck

Jeranne Jackson

Robert Jarey

Aliyaa John

Arnim Johnson

Fred Johnson

El Caleb Jones

Dorie Kaiser

Bill Kelley

Shirley Kenny

Joe Kieffer

Kristin Kingzett

Katie Lutzo Kissell

Erin Knight

Fred Kolp

Emilia Kullman

Marta Lagos

Antoinette Litzinger

Anthony Lorenger

Shannon Lorenger

Harold Lowe

William Mapp

Michael Mathis

Scott McDonald

Anthony McNeal

Michael McNeece

John/Mary Jo Meakin

Ashley Melonson

Jerry Mercier Jr

Robert Miller Jr

Darwin Mills

Florence Mills

Willard Mitchell

James Molloy

Karen Momper

Elizabeth Moore

Shirley V Moore

Glinda Moorer

Verita Morris

Mike Mueller

Joyce Mulhall

Mignon Murray

Sara Nell-Wallace

Margaret Nelson

Ernestine Nimmons

Charles Nutt

Charlotte, Donna, 

John & Tyler O’Neill

Patty Page

Celena Parker

Willie Parker Jr

Paula Parham

Cyndi Pask

James Pefley

Alicia Penman

Ethel Person

Marquon Perry

Matt Phillips

Reginald Phillips

Anthony Plain

Erin Plain

David Remo

Sandra Reynolds

Michael Rice

Matthew Rich

Viola Richburge

Dorothy Roberson

Crystal Roberts

Eugene Rohde

Alfredo Rojas

Patrick Ryder

Frank Salem

Sherry Samuel

Ethel Mae Sanders

Larry Schneider

Helen Schroeder

Mildred Scott

Alice Sheehan

Larry Shelton

Lenny Simmons

Curtis Simpson Sr

Donald Sims Sr

Emily Smale

Kathy Smith

Tyrone Smith

Beverly Sneed

Tom/Dorothy Sobota

Nicholas Stephens

Rochelle Stewart

Trevor Sullivan

Kevin Sweeney

Frances Sykes

Patt Taylor-Braxton

Rick Thompson

Carolyn Thrash

Gerry Tremonti

Amy Turner

Eleanor Ursulan

Robert Vanden Berg

Al Victors

Alicia Walker

Kelley Walker

Lance Walker

Brady Wesley

Jamal Williams

Ruth Wilson

Barbara Woods

Doris Woody

Kyle Yanke

Tony Baines

Ken Banka

Doris Billion

Paul Billion

Marcelle Blackmon

Alelia Busby 

Faye C-Johnson

Jefferie Cook Sr

Karen Cook

Terrie C-Henderson

Sheri Dargin

Cid Davis

Kevin DeMatas

David Derouselle Sr

Curtis Dickerson

Renita Fletcher

Roy Ford

Dionne Garner

Gary Greening

Virginia Harkey

Clint Harris

Irma Horton

Gloria James

Lynn James

John Johnson

Roswitha Jordan

Fannie Larkins

Myrna Leonard

Marilyn Lewandowski

Nancy Loper

Kathy Montgomery

Pierce Mueller

Shirley Myles

Yve Nemeth

Sharon Ortman

Helen Parkman

Vernard Plain

Thelma Polley

Sally Rimbert

Joy Robinson

Elyse Ryder

Michael Sands

Pauline Simpson

Donna Storie

Colletta Sykes

Brendia Thomas

Charlotte Turner

Adele Waddell

Kathy Wilson 

Homebound:
Etta Bagley

Jackie Bodenhorn

Evelyn Brantley

Beverley B-Johnson

Angeline Butler

Michelle Cagle

Joseph Cagle Sr

Clairmina Danjou

Vivian Dorsey

Margaret Gassoway

Ella Goldsmith

Sr Rachelle Harper 

Ruth Hill

Ronald Hills

Sr Stephanie Holub

Mary C. Hustoles

Edward Hustoles

Marie Leonard

Sharon Lewis

Bob Lindsay

Clemencia Massey

Beverly Miller

Beatrice Neail

Margaret Nielsen

Shirley Oldenburg

John Onwudinjo

Sue Padalino

Evangeline Pruett

Milford Raines

Hulda Reed

Juanita Robinson

Leatrice Robinson

Isiah Searls

Joseph Shelton

Mary Pat Shelton

Bernice Slaughter

Irene Williford

Joyce Wilson

Audrey Zielinski



A Word From The Heart  (continued  from page 1)

to the Lord on the road.  I remember him coming home

from the road one day and sharing with me a very

profound experience he had praying the Our Father. 

He shared his experience and shared with me perhaps

the most important thing he ever taught me:  pray the

Our Father, don’t just say it.  He described slowly

praying and meditating on each word on the road,

which provided him the space and peace to enter into

the prayer like never before.

When he took seriously ill at 62 years old, his grown

children rallied around him, and any final needs for

reconciliation and mercy were secured.  Mom’s

preaching had planted and watered seeds that the Lord

Jesus brought to harvest in the sacred days leading up

to my father’s death.  His death is one of the happiest

stories I carry in my heart.

On a sunny Friday morning at the VA hospital in Detroit

(Dad was a proud U.S. Navy Veteran) with church

steeples visible outside of his hospice room window,

family gathered around him and beautiful church hymns

were sung.  My mom looked at Dad and noticed his

breathing changing.  By grace, she sensed the time had

come for him to go home.  She went over and held him

in her arms … she always loved him, and he always

loved her and this was to be a happy ending.   She told

him, “go to Jesus Tom, go to Jesus.”  As he breathed

his last breath in this life, a single solitary tear flowed

from each of his eyes.  Scientifically, there is an

explanation for that phenomena.  There is also a

spiritual explanation — I believe beyond the shadow of

a doubt he was being overwhelmed by God’s love in

that moment as Our Father was bringing his weary son

home. 

By God’s grace, my father left this life reconciled to

God, his wife, nd his family.  It’s a beautiful story of

redemption that once again declares to the world: 

nothing is impossible for God.  I want to encourage

all of you, dear parish family — no matter how good or

how difficult your relationship has been with your father

— to thank God for your father this weekend, and to

pray for healing anywhere it’s needed in relationships

with fathers.  Nothing is beyond God’s grasp, even if

your father has passed from this life, God can still bring

about healing in the relationship if its needed.  God is

outside of time and can do this! 

Finally, brothers and sisters, let us rejoice in the shining

smile of endless love that always flows upon us from

the gaze of Our Father, who art in heaven.   He loves

us each infinitely and perfectly and will always be

intimately interested and invested in our lives.  His love

is perfect and I pray we all keep growing in our ability to

receive Our Father’s perfect love and to live in it and

share it with others. 

God bless you dear family of Our Father. 

 — Fr. Patrick

A Father’s Day Prayer

God our Father, we give you thanks and praise

for fathers young and old.

We pray for young fathers, 

newly embracing their vocation;

may they find courage and perseverance

to balance work, family and faith in joy and sacrifice.

We pray for fathers around the world

whose children are lost or suffering;

may they know that the God of compassion

walks with them in their sorrow.

We pray for men who are not fathers

but still mentor and guide us

with fatherly love and advice.

We remember fathers, grandfather, and great

grandfathers who are no longer with us

but who live forever in our memory

and nourish us with their love.  Amen.

Holy Homework
For Holy Homework this week,

let’s take 5 minutes each day to

sit in silence and slowly and

prayerfully pray the Our Father,

experiencing our beautiful

Father’s perfect love for us. 



# Mass Schedule: Weekend —  4 pm on Saturday, and

9 am and 12 pm on Sunday.  Weekday —  8:30 am and

12:15 pm Mondays and Wednesdays; 8:30 am and 6

pm Tuesdays and Thursdays. 

# To allow for proper safety precautions, please make

a reservation by 12 noon on the Saturday prior to

the weekend Mass you plan to attend.  We are

currently limited to 75 people per weekend Mass. The

Sign Up Genius link is available at 12 noon Monday at 

www.corpuschristi-detroit.org.  If you do not have

computer or internet access you may call the parish

office at 313-537-5770 to RSVP. No reservation is

required for the weekday Masses.

# There is no pressure on you to return to Mass; we

support you doing what is best for your health. Sunday

Mass will continue to be livestreamed; a direct link to

the Mass is available at the parish website:

www.corpuschristi-detroit.org. Sunday offerings may be 

mailed to the parish office at 19800 Pembroke Ave,

Detroit MI 48219-2145) or you may give online at

www.corpuschristi-detroit.org.

#  The parish office and outreach center remain closed.

Parish staff are working from home.  Fr. Patrick’s on-line 

office hours are:

Monday from 2 - 5 pm at

https://meetings.ringcentral.com/join?jid=1480372384

Wednesday from 3 - 6 pm at

https://meetings.ringcentral.com/join?jid=1486345432

#  Please be sure to leave a message on the parish

office answering machine to let us know about illness,

a death, or to request prayer or the Sacrament of

the Sick. The parish office answering machine is

checked regularly. Fr. Patrick will be notified of urgent

requests as soon as possible.  All calls will be returned.

Please be sure to leave both your full name and phone

number and to speak clearly and slowly when leaving a

message.

#  The Sacrament of Reconciliation is available on

Saturdays from 1 to 3 pm in the covered walkway

between the school building and the Activities Center. 

This will keep us from having to disinfect the church

prior to the 4:00 pm Mass.

Prayer To Overcome Racism

Mary, friend and mother to all,

through your son, God has found a way to

unite himself to every human being,

called to be one people,

sisters and brothers to each other.

We ask for your help in calling on your Son,

seeking forgiveness for the times when we

have failed to love and respect one another.

We ask for your help in obtaining from your

Son the grace we need to overcome

the evil of racism and to build a just society.

We ask for your help in following your Son,

so that prejudice and animosity

will no longer infect our minds or hearts

but will be replaced with a love

that respects the dignity of each person.

Mother of the Church,

the spirit of your Son Jesus warms our hearts:

pray for us.  Amen.

Special Podcast:  Father Bryan Massingale, activist

and professor of theological and social ethics,

discusses racism in America and how we can learn,

l is ten, and move forward in  fa i th  at 

https://bustedhalo.com/podcasts/a-real-wake-up-call-

father-bryan-massingale-on-racism-and-the-way-forw

ard.



Nicholas Black Elk Film
A film on Nicholas Black Elk,

the Lakota holy man and candidate

for sainthood, that will be airing in

Detroit Sunday June 21 at 1:00 PM

on WXYZ. "Walking the Good

Red Road: Nicholas Black Elk's

Journey to Sainthood" was

f u n d e d  b y  t h e  C a t h o l i c

Communication Campaign of the USCCB and is a rare opportunity for Catholic programming in a mainstream media

outlet. Even more importantly, the film is an intriguing portrait of a Native Catholic whose witness speaks to the

many injustices and societal divisions that we face in North America. 

Strong Faith – Vital Connections will share faith,

scripture, lived experiences and Church teachings, and

form partnerships, in order to inspire, nurture, heal and

grow the African American Catholic Community of Detroit

and beyond.  

Visit facebook.com/archofdet on:

6/18/2020

7/9/2020 7:00 PM

7/23/2020 7:00 PM

Catholic Biblical School of MI will host a virtual information night on Friday, June 26 at 8 pm.  Learn more

about their in-depth study of the entire Bible.  For more information, call 586-438-3085 or email info@cbsmich.org.

Do you know some who is ill?

Someone who is homebound?

Someone who is lonely?

Visiting them may not be appropriate

or safe, but please pray for them and

give them a call.  Those of you who

are younger can contact them with

the latest and greatest media.  You

might want to “gang up” on them and

get some others to give them calls as

well!



Why do Catholics give the sign of peace to one another at Mass? 

The sign of peace is a part of the Mass that takes place immediately after we offer the

Lord’s Prayer. Inspired by the Jesus’ words to his first followers, we stand together in

a spirit of communion to pray as Jesus taught us: “Our Father who art in heaven…”

In this prayer, we call for the coming of God’s kingdom in all its fullness and ask that

God provides for our needs — “Give us, this day, our daily bread” — to forgive our

sins and to bring us to the joy of heaven. 

It is almost natural, then, that the rite of peace would follow. As the celebrant prays that Christ’s peace will fill our

hearts, our communities, the Church, and the whole world, we extend to those around us a sign of peace (usually

a hug or a handshake) as a symbol of the communion that we experience now and will experience forever in the

fullness of the reign of God. 

We are also reminded of Jesus’ teachings that if we are at prayer and remember that a brother or sister is holding

something against us, then we are to go and seek reconciliation with them before we continue our prayer (see

Matthew 5:23). And so, the sign of peace also reminds us of the need to truly be in communion — united in love

and peace — with God and one another before we approach the altar to receive the Eucharist. 

So, the next time you’re at Mass and the time comes for the sign of peace, remember that this is a moment to

celebrate the gift of Christ’s peace that each of us has received from God and to pass that peace along to those

around us. We need this moment to practice, because this is also the same peace of Christ that we are instructed

to carry out into the world at the end of Mass when the priest or deacon says to us, “Go, in peace, glorifying the

Lord by your life.” 
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