
                                                                                                           

 

A Word From The Heart
           from 

Fr Patrick Gonyeau

“Living for God in Christ Jesus”

Hello Corpus Christi Family! I pray this bulletin finds you

well, staying healthy, and radiating the presence of

Jesus as best as you can where you can!

In the second reading this weekend from St. Paul’s

Letter to the Romans, we come across the powerful

truth of the sacrament of baptism.  The Lord tells us

through St. Paul that “we who were baptized into Christ

Jesus were baptized into his death.” (Romans 6:3)   The

scriptures tell us that through the sacrament of baptism

we share in the death of Jesus.  By God’s design,

through the sacrament of baptism, we share in the

death of Jesus so, “just as Christ was raised from the

dead by the glory of the Father, we too might live in

newness of life.” (Romans 6:4)

Let’s really run that last passage through our hearts and

minds for a minute!  “Just as Christ was raised from

the dead” — the same life changing reality that Jesus

experienced when He rose from the dead in His flesh,

we participate in even now by grace.  While we still

experience physical death in our mortal bodies, even

now through the gift of our baptism and the faith that

unfolds the grace of baptism in our lives, we live in the

grace of the resurrection.

In the past I’ve described the grace of the resurrection

as “Holy Spirit Power-Filled Humanity.” The power

that raised Jesus from the   (continued on special insert inside)

Hearts Overflowing With Joy

Sunday Reflection

When we were baptized, we were baptized into Christ’s

death. Take a moment to ponder these profound words.

We were baptized into death. In every sense of the

word, we are asked to die. This is not just about our final

death but about daily deaths due to inconvenience,

discomfort, pain, loss, or others’ needs. This is an

incredible epiphany given the way we very often

approach our lives. We do everything to avoid death, let

alone encounter it! Many avoid pain, discomfort,

inconvenience, uneasiness, change, interference, and

suffering of any kind. We put a lot of energy into finding

the easiest and least inconvenient way through many

things.  (continued on page 3)
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Monday, June 29

Saints Peter and Paul, Apostles

  8:30 am  MASS

12:15 pm  MASS

Tuesday, June 30

The First Martyrs of the Holy Roman Church

  8:30 am  MASS

10:00 am  Pastoral Staff Meeting

  6:00 pm  MASS

Wednesday  July 1

Saint Junipero Serra, Priest

Thursday, July 2

  8:30 am  MASS

  3:30 pm  Leadership Team Meeting

  6:00 pm  MASS

Friday, July 3

Saint Thomas, Apostle

  9:00 am  MASS

Saturday, July 4 

Independence Day  

  1:00 pm  CONFESSIONS

  4:00 pm  MASS 

Sunday, July 5 

 14  Sunday in Ordinary Timeth

  9:00 am  MASS

12:00 pm  MASS

Henrietta Barnhill, mother of Troy Anderson

Darlene Conway sister in law of Shelly Bradford

 Claudette Twyman, sister in law of Shelly Bradford

Michelle DeSouza, sister of Olivian DeSouza

Elizabeth Moore, in-law of Elaina Moore

Rev. Dana Porter Ashton, niece of Joan Burch

Michelle Talley, cousin of Karen Cook

Dee Hunt, friend of MiShawn Earl
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View From The Pew
by Mary Davis, Pastoral Minister

I hope that you are well and able to enjoy this beautiful

summer weather. Last time I had the opportunity to

touch base with you I spoke about some of the typical

upcoming summer events and how our current situation

with Covid-19 might impact them. Well, I am pleased to

say SAVE THE DATE! On Sunday, August 23 at 10 am,

we will celebrate, along with Fr. Don, his 50th

Anniversary of Ordination with an outdoor Mass under

a big tent—room for social distancing—on the grassy

area to the east of the convent. After Mass we will have

a very simple ice cream social with sealed cups of

Guernsey Farms ice cream, individually wrapped

spoons, and small bottled beverages. Unfortunately, no

pizza this time around. You’ll be hearing more about

this in the coming weeks and have the chance to

reserve your spot for the festivities.

Unfortunately, we have postponed the dinner cruise

fundraiser to benefit Haiti Outreach Mission to

September of 2021. Our friends in Mirebalais are still in

need of our help as they, too, fight the effects of Covid-

19.  If you are able, please consider sending a tax

deductible donation to Haiti Outreach Mission, 5700

Crooks Rd Ste 100, Troy, MI 48098.

In closing, I’d like to address the anguish of current

events by sharing Psalm 85, which talks about God’s

promise of peace.  We must all work hard to humbly

and truly examine ourselves, listen to each other with

love, find solutions, and act. If we can do this then

surely the words of the Psalm will come to pass.

— Mary 

� I will hear what God proclaims;

the Lord—for he proclaims peace to his people.

Near indeed is his salvation to those who fear him,

glory dwelling in our land.

Kindness and truth shall meet;

justice and peace shall kiss.

Truth shall spring out of the earth,

and justice shall look down from heaven.

The Lord himself will give his benefits;

our land shall yield its increase.

Justice shall walk before him

and salvation along the ways of his steps.  

Sunday Reflection  (continued  from page 1)

We are called to die. One of the biggest wake-up calls

we can have is realizing that life is not about us! There

are millions of other people sharing life on this planet

with whom I have a relationship. Does my life celebrate

those relationships? The most distracting question we

can ask is, “What do I want to do?” The more focused,

faith-filled question is, “What do I need to do?” What I

need to do may not be what I want to do. However,

asking this question more frequently will teach us how

to more purposefully and intentionally live so we can be

a life giving vessel for others. When we learn to live

more sacrificially, to put the needs of others before our

own, and to not always seek our own self-interest, we

become aware of what baptism into Christ’s death is

really all about. These are the roots of virtue and the

seedbed for justice, tolerance, solidarity, love, and

peace.

Learning how to accept all the “small deaths” and

sacrifices life calls us to teaches us how to approach

our final death. All deaths ask us to empty ourselves

into something or someone else. Whether we empty

ourselves into the heart and soul of another human

being or empty ourselves into God at the moment of our

final death, new life is always received and nurtured. A

heart that exclusively seeks its own interest is a heart

that is closed to love. A heart that pours itself out to

others and is content with being emptied is a heart that

has been touched by and open to mercy. It is a heart

that overflows with joy.  ©LPi

Young Adult News

Faith in Action: 
Resources for Today’s Anti-Racist Catholic
As Catholics, we are called to recognize the dignity

of every human life. Scripture tells us we are all

made in the image and likeness of God, and our faith

calls us to treat each other accordingly. As Catholics

living in the United States, we recognize the times

when our country has not been a place where that

dignity is recognized equally for all people. For a  list

of resources that will help American Catholics to be

actively anti-racist, cope with the complex emotions

of tense times, and work and pray for peace and

unity, please visit www.bustedhalo.com.
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3 Take Time To Chat

Gather as a family and have

someone read today’s  Gospel

about The Conditions of

Discipleship (MT 10:37-42),

then watch Fr. Patrick’s “Kid’s

Video.” Take  time to discuss

this good news.

• What do you think Jesus meant when he said,
"Whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever
loses his life for my sake will find it"?

•  In today's Gospel, Jesus describes the conditions
of discipleship. In your own words, describe a
disciple of Jesus.

•  Who do you know that needs help right now? Plan
a way for your family to help him or her!

Begin your family prayer with the Sign of the Cross.

Then have  everyone take a turn sharing one thing they

really appreciate about each person in the family. End

with the Our Father.

3 Consecration To St Joseph

Bishop Battersby invites all men who have the charism

of fatherhood to walk with St Joseph, “guardian of the

mystery of God,” as Pope St. John Paull II described his

role in salvation history.

In making this consecration to St. Joseph, fathers are

asking the Holy Spirit, through the patronage of St.

Joseph and in imitation of him, to bring into relief the

identity  received  at  our  baptism, reborn  in order that 

they might permanently turn their gaze to wonder at

Mary’s motherhood, to the infant who grew in wisdom

and strength, that by his suffering, death, and

resurrection, a world is redeemed, a love unassailable

definitively and forever proclaimed. Jesus, by his

sacred person and flesh, has remade the family into a

God-bearing manger, which holds the mystery of

sonship, of true spousal self-donation, of lifelong

chaste fidelity to the will of God and the glory of his

name.  Prayers for each week of the consecration are

available at the link below and will be sent daily to

those who sign up for the texts and emails by texting

33JOSEPH to 84576.

https://www.unleashthegospel.org/33-day-conse
cration-to-st-joseph/

3 Scouting’s Pope Pius XII Medal

Scouts who will begin Grade 9 or higher in the fall are

welcome to participate in a program designed to

explore and discuss different life choices (single,

married, religious, ordained), occupations, and

ministries in the church as calls from God.  There will

be youth-led discussions on current issues facing the

church and society. Scouts who complete the program

earn the Pope Pius XII medal and will be recognized at

a Scouting ceremony at Blessed Sacrament Cathedral.

The class will be facilitated by Steven Koponen.  For

more information, go to https://bit.ly/PopePiusXII or 

send an email to koponens@yahoo.com or

steven.koponen@fpsk12.net.

3 Everyday Stewardship

I was recently at a Catholic conference and had a

conversation with someone living in the thick of

Hollywood culture. He was Catholic and spoke of how

hard it was to live out his faith amid tremendous

temptation and negativity toward religion. He spoke

about how going to daily Mass helped to keep him

centered and stay strong in his faith. He was a great

witness to living out one’s faith in the face of disbelief.

One thing that he told me stood out above all the rest.

He spoke of his engagement to his fiancé and how

important it was to him that God was a major part of

their relationship and their lives as individuals as well.

He told me he said something to her like, “If you don’t

love Jesus more than you love me,  (continued  on page 5)

Corpus Christi Kids Video

Fr. Patrick’s new Corpus Christi Kids video

is available at the parish website, 

www.corpuschristi-detroit.org.

Click on the “Fr. Patrick’s Kids Weekly Video”

button. Share it with your children,

grandchildren, or anyone you know. 



Please Pray For Those In The Military:  

Caija Campbell (Army), Anthony Carson (Army), Thomas Dixon (Navy), Anthony Ford (Army), Nick Goodrich

(Army), Anthony Hollins, Jr (Army), Jonah LaTour, Jon LaTour, John Maurer (Air Force), Robbie Mayes

(Marines), Christopher Maniere (National Guard), and Lance Walker II (Army).

Page 5                                              www.corpuschristi-detroit.org                                             June 28, 2020

Everyday Stewardship  (continued  from page 4)

this is never going to work.” What an amazing and truly

moving witness!

Songs and books are written about the intense longing

one human being can have for another. We can

describe another as meaning everything to us. We

speak of wanting to offer our complete selves to our

beloved. However, true love is about more than wanting

to be with that person. It is about wanting that person to

know a love even greater than theirs: the love of God.

No love can last without God. My Hollywood friend

knew this to be the case. He showed his true love for

his wife-to-be by sharing more than himself — he

shared the very One who created love. — Tracy Earl Welliver

Please Pray
For Our 

Deceased
Loved Ones

Roberto Urista Jr

nephew of Elaine O’Neill

Most Rev. George V. Murry

1  African-American bishop, Diocese of Youngstownst

Most Rev. James A. Murray

retired 3  bishop of Diocese of Kalamazoord

   Scriptures
  for the Week 

Readings for the Week of June 21, 2020

Sunday: Dt 8:2-3, 14b-16a/1 Cor 10:16-17

Jn 6:51-58

Monday: 2 Kgs 17:5-8, 13-15a, 18/Mt 7:1-5

Tuesday: 2 Kgs 19:9b-11, 14-21, 31-35a, 36

Mt 7:6, 12-14

Wednesday: Is 49:1-6/Acts 13:22-26

Lk 1:57-66, 80

Thursday: 2 Kgs 24:8-17/Mt 7:21-29

Friday: 2 Kgs 25:1-12/Mt 8:1-4

Saturday: Lam 2:2, 10-14, 18-19/Mt 8:5-17

13  Sunday in Ordinary Timeth

2 Kgs 4:8-11, 14-16a/Rom 6:3-4, 8-11/Mt 10:37-42

Questions of the Week

First Reading

We hear how the prophet Jeremiah turned to God as

he struggled mentally and emotionally to remain

faithful to his call. When do you find yourself turning

to God in prayer? 

Second Reading

Paul speaks of Adam and Christ to describe God’s

gift of salvation to all who believe. What do you find

compelling in Paul’s argument? 

Gospel Reading

Jesus forewarns his disciples that following him will

involve risks and even persecution. Where do you

experience risk and/or ridicule as a person of faith? 

Weekly Budget $    8475.00

Sunday Offerings 6-21-2020 $    5127.00

Shortfall for the Budget Year $    9179.71

        

         Collection Report



Please call the parish office (313-537-5770) to add or remove a name from our prayer lists.

Mass Intentions
June 29 - July 5
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Monday   8:30 am

12:15 pm

+ Heather McNair-El (req by Corpus Christi Parish)

For Our Homebound Members   

Tuesday   8:30 am

  6:00 pm

+ Fr Dennis Bagley (req by Corpus Christi Parish)

For An Increase In Vocations

Wednesday No Mass or Communion Service    

Thursday   8:30 am

  6:00 pm

+ Fr John O’Keefe (req by Corpus Christi Parish)

For Those Who Are Caregivers

Friday   9:00 am For An End To Racism

Saturday   4:00 pm + Roberto Urista Jr (req by Corpus Christi) 

Sunday    9:00 am

 12:00 pm

For the People Of Corpus Christi Parish

For Our Deceased Relatives and Friends 

Please Pray For Our Sick Members:

Please Pray For Our Relatives and Friends:
Susan Absher

Jim Agnello

Duncan Alfes

Cynthia Archer-Gift

Sue Bates

Marie Beard

Joan Beckley-Fletcher

Edward Bejesky

Kenneth Black 

Malcom Boudreaux

Bryan Bowman

Bria Brown

Ron Brown

James Bryant

Ernest Cabule

Michael Derrick Cade

Jenny Churchill

Scott Clinton

Leah Closson

Perry Conway

Nancy Copeland

Ronald Crane

Betty Cross

Chuck Davis

Natacha Desir

Shannon Dodd

Jerry Douglas

Chris Downing

Elizabeth Downing

Lloyd Earl    

Virginia Etherly

Stephen Farkus

Phillip Faucher

Barbara Ford

Kyle Foster

Jerry & Patricia Franks

Mavis Frazer

Barbara Gay

Nestelyn Gay

Elwood Gneckow

Becky Goodrich

Shawn Gore

Marlene Grant

Morty Green

Alfonzo Harris

Millie Harris

Sharon Harris

Lisa Harston-LeDoux

Bob & Jane Hazen

Donna Hebel

Summer Henry

Carol Holm

Sullivan Horton

Jean Houck

Jeranne Jackson

Robert Jarey

Aliyaa John

Arnim Johnson

Fred Johnson

El Caleb Jones

Dorie Kaiser

Bill Kelley

Shirley Kenny

Joe Kieffer

Kristin Kingzett

Katie Lutzo Kissell

Erin Knight

Fred Kolp

Emilia Kullman

Marta Lagos

Antoinette Litzinger

Anthony Lorenger

Shannon Lorenger

Harold Lowe

William Mapp

Michael Mathis

Scott McDonald

Anthony McNeal

Michael McNeece

John/Mary Jo Meakin

Ashley Melonson

Jerry Mercier Jr

Robert Miller Jr

Darwin Mills

Florence Mills

Willard Mitchell

James Molloy

Karen Momper

Elizabeth Moore

Shirley V Moore

Glinda Moorer

Verita Morris

Mike Mueller

Joyce Mulhall

Mignon Murray

Sara Nell-Wallace

Margaret Nelson

Ernestine Nimmons

Charles Nutt

Charlotte, Donna, 

John & Tyler O’Neill

Patty Page

Celena Parker

Willie Parker Jr

Paula Parham

Cyndi Pask

James Pefley

Alicia Penman

Ethel Person

Marquon Perry

Matt Phillips

Reginald Phillips

Anthony Plain

Erin Plain

David Remo

Sandra Reynolds

Michael Rice

Matthew Rich

Viola Richburge

Dorothy Roberson

Crystal Roberts

Eugene Rohde

Alfredo Rojas

Patrick Ryder

Frank Salem

Sherry Samuel

Ethel Mae Sanders

Larry Schneider

Helen Schroeder

Mildred Scott

Alice Sheehan

Larry Shelton

Lenny Simmons

Curtis Simpson Sr

Donald Sims Sr

Emily Smale

Kathy Smith

Tyrone Smith

Beverly Sneed

Tom/Dorothy Sobota

Nicholas Stephens

Rochelle Stewart

Trevor Sullivan

Kevin Sweeney

Frances Sykes

Patt Taylor-Braxton

Rick Thompson

Carolyn Thrash

Gerry Tremonti

Amy Turner

Eleanor Ursulan

Robert Vanden Berg

Al Victors

Alicia Walker

Kelley Walker

Lance Walker

Brady Wesley

Jamal Williams

Ruth Wilson

Barbara Woods

Doris Woody

Kyle Yanke

Tony Baines

Ken Banka

Doris Billion

Paul Billion

Marcelle Blackmon

Alelia Busby 

Faye C-Johnson

Jefferie Cook Sr

Karen Cook

Terrie C-Henderson

Sheri Dargin

Cid Davis

Kevin DeMatas

David Derouselle Sr

Curtis Dickerson

Renita Fletcher

Roy Ford

Dionne Garner

Gary Greening

Virginia Harkey

Clint Harris

Irma Horton

Gloria James

Lynn James

John Johnson

Roswitha Jordan

Fannie Larkins

Myrna Leonard

Marilyn Lewandowski

Nancy Loper

Kathy Montgomery

Pierce Mueller

Shirley Myles

Yve Nemeth

Sharon Ortman

Helen Parkman

Vernard Plain

Thelma Polley

Sally Rimbert

Joy Robinson

Elyse Ryder

Michael Sands

Pauline Simpson

Donna Storie

Colletta Sykes

Brendia Thomas

Charlotte Turner

Adele Waddell

Kathy Wilson 

Homebound:
Etta Bagley

Jackie Bodenhorn

Evelyn Brantley

Beverley B-Johnson

Angeline Butler

Michelle Cagle

Joseph Cagle Sr

Clairmina Danjou

Vivian Dorsey

Margaret Gassoway

Ella Goldsmith

Sr Rachelle Harper 

Ruth Hill

Ronald Hills

Sr Stephanie Holub

Mary C. Hustoles

Edward Hustoles

Marie Leonard

Sharon Lewis

Bob Lindsay

Clemencia Massey

Beverly Miller

Beatrice Neail

Margaret Nielsen

Shirley Oldenburg

John Onwudinjo

Sue Padalino

Evangeline Pruett

Milford Raines

Hulda Reed

Juanita Robinson

Leatrice Robinson

Isiah Searls

Joseph Shelton

Mary Pat Shelton

Bernice Slaughter

Irene Williford

Joyce Wilson

Audrey Zielinski



A Word From The Heart  (continued  from page 1)

dead is truly at work in us!  The Lord encourages us

through St. Paul, “you must think of yourselves as dead

to sin and living for God in Christ Jesus.” (Romans 6:11) 

Just as there was a radical  transformation in the

humanity of Jesus after the resurrection, going from

death to life, so too is our humanity transformed through

the grace of the resurrection imparted to us in the

baptism!

Through the gift of the Holy Spirit poured into us at

baptism, we become a “a new creation.” (2 Cor 5:17) 

As a new creation in Christ, we have a new nature, the

very divine nature  of God that fills our life!  So, we’re no

longer bound by the nature of our fallen humanity or

helpless to the temptations we all experience in various

ways — now we have access to endless grace in the

divine life of God within us!  When we were baptized we

became a new creation, we were given a new nature. 

It’s our choice to nurture that new nature through

devotion so it blooms in full force and radiates out to

this hurting world.  

Love you and bless you! — Fr. Patrick

Prayers of
Intercession

for Our Nation 

Gracious God, we are thankful that you have created

such an amazing and wonderful diversity of people and

cultures. We pray that you will enrich our lives with

ever-widening circles of fellowship, so that we may

discover your presence in those who differ from us.

Deliver us from the bondage of racism that denies the

humanity of some people, and deprives all people of the

blessings of the diversity you have created; deliver us

from assumptions that we make without thinking, and

presumptions that we take without asking. 

Bless and strengthen each effort we make as

individuals when we seek to understand ourselves and

others as well as the ways we benefit from personal

privilege and power, so that we may be allies who

challenge bias and prejudice within ourselves and

others. 

Bless and strengthen each effort we make to change

the systems and structures of our schools and

educational institutions; our politics and civic policies;

and our economic institutions’ methods and models; so

that the roots of racism may be recognized and purged

from among us.

O God of unconditional love, look with compassion on

our nation. Break down the walls that separate us from

one another. Cast out the spirit of violence that afflicts

so many. Cleanse us of malicious ideas and ideologies.

Unite us in bonds of love like unto your own. And

through all our struggle for justice, work within us to

accomplish your purpose and establish your kingdom

vision. 

O Lord, open our hearts to respect and uplift the dignity

of every person. Open our eyes to see the injustices

within church and society. Open our mouths to speak

out against prejudice and injustice. We commit

ourselves to work for justice and peace, and to pursue

a deeper relationship to you, Lord, so that we truly may

be the body of Christ on earth, your church for the sake

of the world.  Amen.

(written for a day of prayer after the killing of nine people at AME
Mother Emanuel Church in Charleston in June 2015)

Holy Homework
This week, let’s prayerfully

read Chapter 6 of St. Paul’s

Letter to the Romans and ask

God for the grace to have a

great awareness of the new nature, the

“newness of life” (Romans 6:3) we have

been given in the gift of our baptism.  



! Mass Schedule: Weekend —  4 pm on Saturday, and

9 am and 12 pm on Sunday.  Weekdays  —  8:30 am

and 12:15 pm Mondays and Fridays; 8:30 am and 6 pm

Tuesdays and Thursdays. 

! To allow for proper safety precautions, please make

a reservation by 12 noon on the Saturday prior to

the weekend Mass you plan to attend.  We are

currently limited to 75 people per weekend Mass. The

Sign Up Genius link is available at 12 noon Monday at 

www.corpuschristi-detroit.org.  If you do not have

computer or internet access you may call the parish

office at 313-537-5770 to RSVP. No reservation is

required for the weekday Masses.

! There is no pressure on you to return to Mass; we

support you doing what is best for your health. Sunday

Mass will continue to be livestreamed; a direct link to

the Mass is available at the parish website:

www.corpuschristi-detroit.org. Sunday offerings may be 

mailed to the parish office at 19800 Pembroke Ave,

Detroit MI 48219-2145) or you may give online at

www.corpuschristi-detroit.org.

! The parish offices and meeting rooms will be closed

until Labor Day.  Parish staff are working from home. 

You may continue to contact the parish staff through

phone calls to 313-537-5770 or  through their emails.

! Please be sure to leave a message on the parish

office answering machine to let us know about illness,

hospitalization, a death, or to request prayer or the

Sacrament of the Sick. The parish office answering

machine is checked regularly. Fr. Patrick will be notified

of urgent requests as soon as possible.  All calls will be

returned. Please be sure to leave both your full name

and phone number and to speak clearly and slowly

when leaving a message.

!The Sacrament of Reconciliation is available on

Saturdays from 1 to 3 pm in the covered walkway

between the school building and the Activities Center. 

This will keep us from having to disinfect the church

prior to the 4:00 pm Mass.

America
Magazine Article

 

“To fight racism,
Catholics must

hunger for justice
like we do for

the Eucharist.”

On June 22nd, the editors of America The Jesuit

Review magazine published the above article, which

highlights five ways Catholics can begin to fight racism.

To read the article, visit:

https://www.americamagazine.org/politics-society/20

20/06/01/fight-racism-catholics-must-hunger-justice-

we-do-eucharist

Special Podcast   Father Bryan Massingale, activist

and professor of theological and social ethics,

discusses racism in America and how we can learn,

l is ten, and move forward in  fa i th  at 

https://bustedhalo.com/podcasts/a-real-wake-up-call-

father-bryan-massingale-on-racism-and-the-way-forw

ard.

Lay Ecclesial Ministers Zoom Meeting   
The AOD Evangelization and Missionary Discipleship

Department invites Lay Ecclesial Ministers serving in

parishes to join Fr. Steve Pullis at a Zoom meeting on

Wednesday, July 1 at 10 am for a conversation

regarding Families of Parishes.  Families of Parishes

are in the early stages of development, so all the

answers are not available.  Some questions will be

addressed during the meeting.  To join the meeting,

visit https://aod.zoom.us/j/5341936810.  The meeting

ID is 534 193 6810.  

Theology of the New Evangelization   
A free course from Sacred Heart Major Seminary’s

Institute for Lay Ministry will begin Monday, July 6. 

Join the faculty of SHMS on a journey exploring the

foundational teachings and principles of the New

Evangelization and Missionary Discipleship.  This

FREE non-credit course is being offered online using

CANVAS, SHMS’s learning management system. 

When you sign up you will receive a username and

password for accessing the class, which consists of six

modules which can be completed at your own pace.

Each class includes a lecture video, reading material,

online discussion forum, and personal assessment

quiz.  Learn more and sign up at shms.edu/ne.



Strong Faith – Vital Connections 

Watch episode 1 of this video series from

the AOD Office of Black Catholics at

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fbic85

5ixx8&feature=youtu.be.  The topic was 

“Tough Talk On Race” and aired 6/18/2020. 

The series will share faith, scripture, lived

experiences and Church teachings, and

form partnerships, in order to inspire,

nurture, heal and grow the African

American Catholic Community of Detroit

and beyond.  The series continues on:

7/9/2020 7:00 PM

7/23/2020 7:00 PM

at  facebook.com/archofdet on:

Catholic Biblical School of MI will

host its new classes in September.  CBSM

brings the Scriptures to life with an in-depth

study of the entire Bible led by seminary-

level professors.  Through donations,

CBSM is accessible to all with 100% of

requests for financial aid granted.

Get ready to unleash the Gospel with joy! 

Learn more about their in-depth study of the

entire Bible.  For more information, call 586-

438-3085 or email info@cbsmich.org.

NW Detroit Youth Coalition’s

Little Free Library program

officially opened June 22 .nd

There are now 6 boxes available

i n  t h e  C o r p u s  C h r i s t i

neighborhood, including a new

“Corpus Christi” box wonderfully

built by Paul Billion.  The new

box is located near the parish

Outreach Center at 16000

Pembroke.  If you have a

chance, drive by and take a look. 

Due to Covid-19, books will not

be shared this summer. 

NWDYC is excited that this

program continues to encourage

reading in the community around

Corpus Christi!

- Pat Tillery, Program Director



Why do Catholics call priests “father”? 

One of the common objections evangelical Christians have to Catholics is our practice of calling

priests by the title Father. They will often cite a passage in Matthew’s Gospel in which Jesus tells

his followers: “Call no one on earth your father; you have but one Father in heaven” (23:19). It

seems pretty straightforward, but when we put this verse in context, we see that Jesus is speaking

out against religious leaders who had forgotten what their proper role was and who were bad

examples through their own hypocrisy and elitist attitudes. 

In other Gospels, we find Jesus himself using the title father for different characters, such as in the Parable of Lazarus

and the Rich Man (Luke 16:19-31]) and the Parable of the Prodigal Son (Luke 15:11-32). If we put the verse from

Matthew into the full scope of Jesus’ teachings, he isn’t saying that we can’t use words like “father,” “rabbi,” or “master.”

Rather, he is telling us that we should be mindful of the full meaning of those titles and not to misuse them. 

To call a priest “Father” is more than a sign of respect for the office of the priesthood. It goes all the way back to the way

St. Paul understood his own work as a missionary and evangelizer. Paul wrote, “I am writing you in this way not to

shame you but to admonish you as my beloved children … It was I who begot you in Christ Jesus through my preaching

of the Gospel. I beg you, then, be imitators of me. This is why I have sent you Timothy, my beloved and faithful son in

the Lord” (1 Corinthians 4:14-17). 

Yes, we have God alone as our heavenly Father, but there are also those here with us who nurture and nourish our faith

through their teaching and care. This is why the title of Father has been applied to the church’s pastors in different ways

since the earliest days of the Church, including monks and nuns using the title “abbot” and “abbess” (from abba) for their

spiritual leaders and Christians around the world recognizing the “Holy Father” or “pope” (from papa) as the head of the

family that is the Church. The title Father is a reminder that priests have a special responsibility to care for, protect, feed,

listen to, and nourish those who have been entrusted to them, all after the example of our Father in heaven who never

ceases to give us what we truly need. ©LPi
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