
                                                                                                           

 

A Word From The Heart
           from 

Fr Patrick Gonyeau

“Out of Joy”

Grace and peace to you from our Lord Jesus

Christ!  I pray this bulletin article finds you well

and keeping your heart’s affection on the Father,

Son, and Holy Spirit so we can continue to be

filled with God’s love and radiate it to others.

Perhaps the title of this bulletin is alarming — 

“out of joy … what is that about?”  Really, it’s

about the Kingdom of Heaven and how we live

our lives!   Here’s the beautiful words of Jesus I

teased by pulling those three words out of the

full verse, which is:  “The Kingdom of Heaven is

like a treasure buried in a field, which a person

finds and hides again, and out of joy goes and

sells all that he has and buys that field.” (Matt

13:44)

Jesus is teaching us that the Kingdom of

Heaven, which starts here and now for us in this

life by choosing to live in a heart to heart daily

relationship of love, trust and dependence with

God, is worth giving everything for!  And

what’s the key experience in motivating the

person in the parable who has found the

Kingdom of Heaven here (life with God!) to give

everything to live that life?  IT IS JOY!!! (cont. inside)

                 God Delights In You

Sunday Reflection

A single mother who has a child with special needs

works two jobs and sacrifices much of her own

pleasures in order to be available for her son. Being the

best mother possible is important to her and brings her

joy. We are willing to make great and often heroic

sacrifices for those people and things that matter most

to us. Unless there is something of obvious importance

to us in our immediate path, we can easily approach life

in a more haphazard and chaotic way. We jump from

one thing to another, responding to whatever it is that is

competing for our attention at that moment. When

everything is important, nothing is important.

If we do not wear the right pair of glasses, we can get all

too easily caught up in the superficial  (continued on page 3)
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Monday, July 27

  8:30 am  MASS

  9:00 am  NWDYC Virtual Summer Camp

12:15 pm  MASS

Tuesday, July 28

  8:30 am  MASS

10:00 am  Pastoral Staff Meeting

  6:00 pm  MASS 

Wednesday, July 29

Thursday, July 30

  8:30 am  MASS

  3:30 pm  Leadership Team Meeting

  6:00 pm  MASS

Friday, July 31

  8:30 am  MASS

12:15 pm  MASS

12 - 2 pm  NWDYC Virtual Summer Camp

    Food Distribution (pkg lot)

Saturday, August 1

  1:00 pm  CONFESSIONS

  4:00 pm  MASS

  6:30 pm  MASS/1st Eucharist Celebrations

Sunday, August 2
 18  Sunday in Ordinary Timeth

  9:00 am  MASS

12:00 pm  MASS/1st Eucharist Celebrations

Please Pray for Those with Covid-19:

Darlene Conway sister in law of Shelly Bradford

 Claudette Twyman, sister in law of Shelly Bradford

Elizabeth Moore, in-law of Elaina Moore

Rev. Dana Porter Ashton, niece of Joan Burch

Michelle Talley, cousin of Karen Cook

Dee Hunt, friend of MiShawn Earl
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The Complete Education:  A
Graduation Reflection For All Of Us

From The Words of Martin Luther King, Jr. Selected by

Coretta Scott King. New York: Newmarket Press 1983:

“I often wonder whether or not education is fulfilling its

purpose. A great majority of the so-called education

people do not think logically and scientifically. Even the

press, the classroom, the platform, and the pulpit in

many instances do not give us objective and unbiased

truths.  To save man from the morass of propaganda, in

my opinion, is one of the chief aims of education. 

Education must enable one to sift and weigh evidence,

to discern the true from the false, the real from the

unreal, and the facts from fiction…

The function of education, therefore, is to teach one to

think intensively and to think critically.  But education

which stops with efficiency may prove the greatest

menace to society.  The most dangerous criminal may

be the man gifted with reason but with no morals…

We must remember that intelligence is not enough. 

Intelligence plus character—that is the goal of true

education.  The complete education gives one not only

power of concentration but worthy objectives upon

which to concentrate. The broad education will,

therefore, transmit to one not only the accumulated

knowledge of [mankind] but also the accumulated

experience of social living.”

Dear Creator,

We know that being well-educated is a
life-long process of learning and reflecting. 

Keep us mindful that we are always both
teachers and learners. Shepherd us along the
path toward wisdom. Help us to appreciate

and celebrate the great teachers we encounter
along the way.  We thank you for their lives

and their gifts. Enable us to be steadfast as we
pursue and more closely approach the dual
goals of intelligence and character.  Amen.

(Prayer written by Mary Z, a founding member of Peace

Church UCC, Kansas City, MO, who has studied and taught

about health care and social inequality for many years.)

 http://www.peacechristianchurch.org/complete-education

-graduation-reflection-us/

Sunday Reflection  (continued  from page 1)

stuff and neglect paying attention to the things that

really matter. We allow our agendas to set the clock of

our lives. We forget that joy and a true sense of purpose

are not going to be found in following that timepiece.

Joy is the expression of the happiness that is

discovered when living in the kingdom of God. When

our agenda matches God, not only do we leap for joy

but God leaps with delight as well. Our well-being is

what matters most to God.

Can you imagine God delighting in you? It is easy to

deaden our senses to the whole reality of God and the

joy that living the Gospel can bring. The demands of

secular life and the agendas competing for our attention

can quickly do that. When we begin to see as God

sees, we can rise each day and notice what really

needs our attention and embrace it with exuberance. Be

careful, though. It may not be what we originally had on

our list. Responding to it, however, will be worth putting

everything else aside.

 ©LPi

Young Adult News

Resources for Today’s Anti-Racist Catholic
Visit bustedhalo.com for resources to help American

Catholics be actively anti-racist, cope with the

complex emotions of tense times, and work and pray

for peace and unity.

Young Catholic Professionals Speaker
Wed, Jul 29 | 7:00 pm | Online or Location TBD

—YCP Detroit Executive Speaker Series is a free

event every month in which executives share their

professional and faith journeys with young

professionals in their 20’s and 30’s, challenging them

to ‘Work in Witness for Christ!’ Upcoming details at: 

https://www.aod.org/events/460

or https://www.facebook.com/ycpdetroit

Praying With The Word:  Lectio Divina 
Thu, Jul 30 | 7 am, 12 pm, 7 pm | Livestream 

— Sessions will feature the Gospel reading for the

upcoming Sunday. Have your Bible or access to the

daily reading available for reference. Links available

at https://www.aod.org/events/421.

http://www.peacechristianchurch.org/complete-education
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3 Take Time To Chat

Gather as a family and

have someone read today’s 

G o sp e l  a b o u t  M o r e

Parables (MT 14:44-52

OR MT 13:44–46.  Spend

some time as a family

reflecting on the Gospel: 

• Is there anything that is SO valuable that
you would sell all that you have to purchase
it? If so, what is it?

• Did you ever lose something important and
then find it later? What did that feel like?

• What is the thing you love most?

Close your sharing with the Guardian Angel Prayer.

3 Summer Journey With Jesus

The Faith Formation leaders of the SERF Vicariate are

excited to present ‘Journey with Jesus digital passport’

to help your family have a faith-filled summer

adventure!

Summer Journey With Jesus will guide your family

through a journey of music, scripture readings,

activities, and crafts to hear Jesus’ word more closely

and grow together in fellowship. Journey with Jesus will

carry you all the way through Sunday, August 30,

and can be used digitally or in print. The way to get the

most out of the journey is to do the activities before the

upcoming Sunday’s scripture readings so that when

you hear them at Mass you’ll understand even more

about what Jesus wants you to know.

All families in the Archdiocese of Detroit are welcome

to download the Summer Journey With Jesus digital

passport and share in these prayerful, fun experiences

in whatever way suits best! Buckle up for a

transformational Family Vacation Bible School journey!

Download the Summer Journey With Jesus guide at:

https://www.unleashthegospel.org/

2020/07/summer-journey-with-jesus/

3 Everyday Stewardship

What are you willing to give for the sake of the kingdom

of God? Often, we begin a discussion like this with a

story or a few leading thoughts. However, if we are to

be serious about who we claim to be as Christians,

there should be no beating around the bush. The

question is not only important for each of us and our

relationship with our God, but it should be important for

the relationship each of us has with the entire Body of

Christ. Like any good team or family, I need you to

have my back, and I need to have yours. If one of us is

going to lay it on the line and be all in for our faith, then

we all need to be as well.

If only all the Christians of the world felt the same way.

In some parts of the world, Christians are still being

martyred for their faith. Others must worship

underground and avoid the government-led police.

Then there are those who seem to take faith for

granted, and because little is asked by their friends or

parish, they give nothing. It is quite a contrast of

situations.    (continued  on page 5)

Corpus Christi Kids Videos

Fr. Patrick’s Corpus Christi Kids videos

are available at the parish website, 

www.corpuschristi-detroit.org.

Click on Home, then About Us, then scroll

down to Videos. Share it with your children,

grandchildren, or anyone you know. 



— Anne Frank

Please Pray For Those In The Military:  

Caija Campbell (Army), Anthony Carson (Army), Thomas Dixon (Navy), Anthony Ford (Army), Nick Goodrich

(Army), Anthony Hollins, Jr (Army), Jonah LaTour, Jon LaTour, John Maurer (Air Force), Robbie Mayes

(Marines), Christopher Maniere (National Guard), and Lance Walker II (Army).
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Everyday Stewardship  (continued  from page 4)

On this day, it may seem like little is being asked of you

and I by God. Is that because we aren’t being asked or

because we aren’t listening? If you are counting on me

and I am on you, we should figure this out sooner than

later. Of course, I suspect we actually do know the

answer, don’t we?
— Tracy Earl Welliver

Please Pray
For Our 

Deceased
Loved Ones

Michael Foster (6/28), son of Tom & Bernadette Foster

Juliana Del Carmen Pantoja-Martin (6/28)

Michelle DeSouza (7/7), sister of Olivian DeSouza

Leslie Ronald Smith (7/11) , spouse of Darice Spight’s friend

   Scriptures
  for the Week 

Readings for the Week of July 26, 2020

Sunday: 1 Kgs 3:5, 7-12/Rom 8:28-30

Mt 13:44-52

Monday: Jer 13:1-11/Mt 13:31-35

Tuesday: Jer 14:17-22/Mt 13:36-43

Wednesday: Jer 15:10, 16-21/Jn 11:19-27

or Lk 10:38-42

Thursday: Jer 18:1-6/Mt 13:47-53

Friday: Jer 26:1-9/Mt 13:54-58

Saturday: Jer 26:11-16, 24/Mt 14:1-12

18  Sunday in Ordinary Timeth

Is 55:1-3/Rom 8:35, 37-39/Mt 14:13-21

Questions of the Week

First Reading

As a young man and new king of Israel, Solomon

asks the Lord for the gift of wisdom. How do you

exercise the virtue of wisdom in your daily life?

Second Reading

How do you think Paul can assert with such

certainty: “We know that all things work for good for

those who love God”? 

Gospel Reading

Jesus offers several “end of the age” parables to the

disciples: buried treasure and fine pearls (a priceless

discovery) and the large catch of fish (an inclusive

invitation). What do you think Jesus is teaching his

disciples about the kingdom of heaven? 

Weekly Budget $    8350.00

Sunday Offerings 7-19-2020 $    4570.00

Shortfall for the Budget Year $    7592.00

        

         Collection Report



Please call the parish office (313-537-5770) to add or remove a name from our prayer lists.

Mass Intentions
July 27 - Aug 2
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Monday   8:30 am

12:15 pm

For An Increase In Vocations

For Our Corpus Christi Neighborhood

Tuesday   8:30 am

  6:00 pm

+ Michael Foster (req by Corpus Christi Parish)

+ Juliana Pantoja-Martin (req by Corpus Christi Parish)

Wednesday No Mass or Communion Service    

Thursday   8:30 am

  6:00 pm

For Our Homebound Members 

For Those Who Are Caregivers

Friday   8:30 am

12:15 pm

For Those In Nursing Homes & Rehab Centers

For The Families of Parishes Process

Saturday   4:00 pm

  6:30 pm

For An End To Racism

For An End To The Covid-19 Pandemic

Sunday    9:00 am

 12:00 pm

For the People Of Corpus Christi Parish

For Our First Communion Families 

Please Pray For Our Sick Members:

Please Pray For Our Relatives and Friends:
Susan Absher

Jim Agnello

Duncan Alfes

Cynthia Archer-Gift

Sue Bates

Marie Beard

Joan Beckley-Fletcher

Edward Bejesky

Kenneth Black 

Malcom Boudreaux

Bryan Bowman

Bria Brown

Ron Brown

James Bryant

Ernest Cabule

Michael Derrick Cade

Jenny Churchill

Scott Clinton

Leah Closson

Perry Conway

Nancy Copeland

Ronald Crane

Betty Cross

Chuck Davis

Natacha Desir

Shannon Dodd

Jerry Douglas

Chris Downing

Elizabeth Downing

Lloyd Earl   

Memphis Edison 

Virginia Etherly

Stephen Farkus

Phillip Faucher

Barbara Ford

Kyle Foster

Jerry & Patricia Franks

Mavis Frazer

Barbara Gay

Nestelyn Gay

Elwood Gneckow

Becky Goodrich

Shawn Gore

Marlene Grant

Morty Green

Alfonzo Harris

Millie Harris

Sharon Harris

Lisa Harston-LeDoux

Bob & Jane Hazen

Donna Hebel

Summer Henry

Carol Holm

Sullivan Horton

Jean Houck

Jeranne Jackson

Robert Jarey

Aliyaa John

Arnim Johnson

Fred Johnson

El Caleb Jones

Dorie Kaiser

Bill Kelley

Shirley Kenny

Joe Kieffer

Kristin Kingzett

Katie Lutzo Kissell

Erin Knight

Fred Kolp

Emilia Kullman

Marta Lagos

Antoinette Litzinger

Anthony Lorenger

Shannon Lorenger

Harold Lowe

William Mapp

Michael Mathis

Scott McDonald

Anthony McNeal

Michael McNeece

John/Mary Jo Meakin

Ashley Melonson

Jerry Mercier Jr

Robert Miller Jr

Darwin Mills

Florence Mills

Willard Mitchell

James Molloy

Karen Momper

Elizabeth Moore

Shirley V Moore

Glinda Moorer

Verita Morris

Mike Mueller

Joyce Mulhall

Mignon Murray

Sara Nell-Wallace

Margaret Nelson

Ernestine Nimmons

Charles Nutt

Charlotte, Donna, 

John & Tyler O’Neill

Patty Page

Celena Parker

Willie Parker Jr

Paula Parham

Cyndi Pask

James Pefley

Alicia Penman

thel Person

Marquon Perry

Matt Phillips

Reginald Phillips

Anthony Plain

Erin Plain

David Remo

Sandra Reynolds

Michael Rice

Matthew Rich

Viola Richburge

Dorothy Roberson

Crystal Roberts

Eugene Rohde

Alfredo Rojas

Patrick Ryder

Frank Salem

Sherry Samuel

Ethel Mae Sanders

Larry Schneider

Helen Schroeder

Mildred Scott

Alice Sheehan

Larry Shelton

Lenny Simmons

Curtis Simpson Sr

Donald Sims Sr

Emily Smale

Kathy Smith

Tyrone Smith

Beverly Sneed

Tom/Dorothy Sobota

Nicholas Stephens

Rochelle Stewart

Trevor Sullivan

Kevin Sweeney

Frances Sykes

Patt Taylor-Braxton

Rick Thompson

Carolyn Thrash

Gerry Tremonti

Amy Turner

Eleanor Ursulan

Robert Vanden Berg

Al Victors

Alicia Walker

Kelley Walker

Lance Walker

Brady Wesley

Ruth Wilson

Barbara Woods

Doris Woody

Kyle Yanke

Tony Baines

Ken Banka

Doris Billion

Paul Billion

Marcelle Blackmon

Alelia Busby 

Faye C-Johnson

Jefferie Cook Sr

Karen Cook

Terrie C-Henderson

Sheri Dargin

Cid Davis

Kevin DeMatas

David Derouselle Sr

Curtis Dickerson

Renita Fletcher

Roy Ford

Dionne Garner

Gary Greening

Virginia Harkey

Clint Harris

Irma Horton

Gloria James

Lynn James

John Johnson

Roswitha Jordan

Fannie Larkins

Myrna Leonard

Marilyn Lewandowski

Nancy Loper

Kathy Montgomery

Pierce Mueller

Shirley Myles

Yve Nemeth

Sharon Ortman

Helen Parkman

Vernard Plain

Thelma Polley

Sally Rimbert

Joy Robinson

Elyse Ryder

Michael Sands

Pauline Simpson

Donna Storie

Colletta Sykes

Brendia Thomas

Charlotte Turner

Adele Waddell

Kathy Wilson 

Homebound:
Etta Bagley

Jackie Bodenhorn

Evelyn Brantley

Beverley B-Johnson

Angeline Butler

Michelle Cagle

Joseph Cagle Sr

Clairmina Danjou

Vivian Dorsey

Margaret Gassoway

Ella Goldsmith

Sr Rachelle Harper 

Ruth Hill

Ronald Hills

Sr Stephanie Holub

Mary C. Hustoles

Edward Hustoles

Marie Leonard

Sharon Lewis

Bob Lindsay

Clemencia Massey

Beverly Miller

Beatrice Neail

Margaret Nielsen

Shirley Oldenburg

John Onwudinjo

Sue Padalino

Evangeline Pruett

Milford Raines

Hulda Reed

Juanita Robinson

Leatrice Robinson

Isiah Searls

Joseph Shelton

Mary Pat Shelton

Bernice Slaughter

Irene Williford

Joyce Wilson

Audrey Zielinski



A Word From The Heart  (continued  from page 1)

The joy of living in a relationship with God the

Father (whom Jesus came to reveal!), who

always tells me I’m his beloved son, and being at

home in God’s presence is overwhelming!  The

love experienced in his smile and kindness melts

any hardness of heart and imbues the soul,

heart, mind, and body with JOY!   

To live in the reality that God so loves me that

God the Holy Spirit (the Third Person of the Most

Blessed Trinity) has come to live inside me and

help me to know the infinite and intense love of

God for me and others is overwhelming and fills

me with joy!  

When I was about to enter the seminary I had a

moment of fear and thought to myself, “oh man,

if I give God everything life might look really

different and I don’t have any control over that if

I give God everything.”  God swiftly responded

and assured me that if I gave God everything (if

I sold what I had to buy the field!) that what God

would give me back would be from Him and it

would be beautiful.  I testify He has been, is, and

will always be true to his word.  

The Kingdom of Heaven (which has begun for us

as we live life with God!) is like a buried treasure

that we have been blessed to find!  Now, out of

JOY, may we live in love with the One who has

led us to the treasure and be ready to share this

love and tell people where the treasure is so

they can find it too!  Love you and bless you!

 — Fr. Patrick

 A Prayer for
 Graduates 
 In These 
 Challenging  
 Times

Lord, you birth the dreams of every graduate, and You

hold them close to your heart. You understand their

sadness — and ours — when those visions and plans

disappear. Comfort them in their losses; guide them

through their dilemmas; and redeem this difficult season

in their lives. Bring good out of these discouraging

times.  Let every graduate know that no circumstance

can ever rob them of their value and worth in Your eyes.

Bless every graduate, Lord, and assure them that You

will direct the paths of every one who asks You. Help

them not to grow weary in this new normal when

distanced from so many friends and relationships. Give

them discretion, integrity, and wisdom as they approach

their new unknown future.

Lord, use this time of adversity to mold their character

into men and women after Your own heart. Protect them

as never before from the harm of negative thoughts or

the onslaught of discouraging advice. Fill them with a

thirst to know You more, to love others more, and to

make a difference in their world for You.

Make Your face to shine on these, our graduates. Give

them peace, because You are our Peace, and be

gracious unto them. Let Your mercy and favor rest on

them, and may their lights shine so bright that others

will see Your reflection in our graduates daily.

Lord, we love our graduates. And no matter what age or

stage they are at, we offer this prayer for graduates to

encourage and bless them in every way possible. You

grieve with us; You weep with us; but You also share

our joys as we look forward to the great things You will

do in every graduate’s life who will exercise the

boldness to believe, and the readiness to receive Your

good and perfect gifts. And we ask all these things in

the precious name of Jesus.  Amen.

Adapted from a prayer written by Rebecca Barlow Jordan

https://www.rebeccabarlowjordan.com/prayer-for-graduates/

Holy Homework

This week — each morning and

several times a day — ask Jesus:

“Jesus, help me to demonstrate
powerfully the joy of the life of heaven (union
with God!) in all I think, say and do!” 



! Please make a reservation by 12 noon on the

Saturday prior to the weekend Mass you plan to

attend.  IT IS EXTREMELY IMPORTANT THAT YOU

LET US KNOW YOU ARE COMING TO MASS.  Your

RSVP allows us  1) to have the church prepared and

ready for everyone who is coming, 2) to have enough

volunteers ready to welcome everyone to Mass, 3) to

prepare a checklist of attendees in advance so that the

check-in process goes quickly, and 4) have the

necessary information if we should need to do any

Covid-19 contact tracing.  

There are 2 very easy ways to RSVP.  You may use the 

Sign Up Genius link available at  www.corpuschristi-

detroit.org.  If you do not have computer or internet

access, you may call the parish office at 313-537-5770. 

! There is no pressure on you to return to Mass; we

support you doing what is best for your health. Sunday

Mass will continue to be livestreamed; a direct link to

the Mass is available at the parish website:

www.corpuschristi-detroit.org. Sunday offerings may be 

mailed to the parish office at 19800 Pembroke Ave,

Detroit MI 48219-2145) or you may give online at

www.corpuschristi-detroit.org.

! The parish buildings will be closed through Labor

Day.  Parish staff are working from home.  You may

continue to contact the parish staff through phone calls

to 313-537-5770 or  through their emails.

! Please call the parish office to let us know about

illness, hospitalization, death, and requests for

prayer or the Sacrament of the Sick. The parish

office answering machine is checked regularly. Fr.

Patrick will be notified of urgent requests as soon as

possible.  All calls will be returned. Please be sure to

leave both your full name and phone number and to

speak clearly and slowly when leaving a message.

A pastor of a Nashville church, founded by a man who

studied under the same teachers and ministers as the

Rev. C.T. Vivian and U.S. Rep. John Lewis, had a

clear message last Sunday for how to honor the lives

of the two civil rights icons: Get out and vote.

"We can immediately honor the life and legacy of Rev.

Vivian and Congressman Lewis by prophetically

preaching with our vote," the Rev. Darrell Drumwright

of The Temple Church said during a livestream of the

church's worship service. "It's voting time."

On Tuesday, August 5, Michigan will conduct primary

elections to determine the major candidates that will

square off in November. It is critical that you participate

in the election process and consider candidate

positions on a broad range of issues important to the

Catholic Church. To look at what candidates and

i s s u e s  w i l l  b e  o n  y o u r  b a l l o t ,  v i s i t

www.michigan.gov/vote/. 

To get information about checking your registration to

vote, how to register, voting by mail, getting election

reminders, and finding a polling place, visit

www.vote.org  where you can also pledge to vote if you

are too young (they’ll send you a reminder on your 18th

birthday) or fill out your census form If you haven’t

done so yet.

In August 2020, census workers will begin visiting

households that have not responded to the census to

help ensure that everyone is counted. Data from the

2020 Census will be used to help enforce

anti-discrimination laws, like the Voting Rights Act and

the Civil Rights Act. You can save a home visit —

make your voice heard and respond now — online or 

by phone. Visit  2020census.gov or call 844-330-2020. 

http://www.michigan.gov/vote/.
http://www.vote.org.


June 24, 2020

WASHINGTON – In the wake of the recent

deaths of African Americans in police custody

and the national discussion on police reform

and racial justice, Archbishop Paul S. Coakley

of Oklahoma City, chairman of the United

States Conference of Catholic Bishops’

(USCCB) Committee on Domestic Justice and

Human Development; Bishop Mario E.

Dorsonville, auxiliary bishop of Washington,

chairman of the Committee on Migration; and

Bishop Shelton J. Fabre of Houma-Thibodaux,

chairman of the Ad Hoc Committee Against

Racism, have sent a letter to all members of the

U.S. Congress to offer reflections and principles

for police accountability and reform.

In their letter, the bishops note that, although

law enforcement officers offer “a great and

needed service,” the “terrible and unjust killing

of George Floyd, Rayshard Brooks, and so

many more,” demonstrates that there must be

“better practices for formation and

accountability for police, certainly in the use of

lethal force, but also in patterns of

discrimination and prejudice, so that real

accountability can happen before more lives are

lost.” The bishops make reference to their

pastoral letters on criminal justice and racism

over the years, commentary from Pope Francis

on the death of George Floyd as well as a

previous address on the use of force by police,

and remarks on the role of police in society from

Pope Benedict XVI and Pope St. John Paul II. 

The bishops write, “We stand in the long

tradition—from St. Augustine, to St. Thomas

Aquinas, to Dr. Martin Luther King—that claims

that the purpose of law and law enforcement is

the promotion of justice.” The “only solution to

the challenges of this moment,” is to follow the

wise counsel of Pope St. Paul VI: “If you want

peace, work for justice.”  The full text of the

letter to the Senate may be found online at:

http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-li

fe-and-dignity/criminal-justice-restorative-justice/

upload/2020-06-24-Letter-to-Senate-on-Police-R

eform.pdf

WSU Theatre & Dance Reading Circle begins August 1.

Everyone is welcome to join Zoom or in-person conversations

(when possible) to gather and discuss book themes. Participation

is FREE and open to anyone. Schedule is:

Saturday, Aug. 1, 2020: 1pm: Initial Zoom meeting (30 min)

Saturday, Aug. 15, 2020: Midway check-in via FlipGrid

Saturday, Aug. 29, 2020: 1pm: Book discussion via Zoom

For more information or to register, visit:

https://www.theatreanddanceatwayne.com/readingcircle

Coronavirus Testing  at Corpus Christi 
Wednesday, August 12  from 10 am - 2 pmth

Central City Integrated Health (CCIH) and Corpus Christi Catholic

Church are working together to bring Antibody and COVID-19

testing to Northwest Detroit. To get an appointment, please

register before Monday, August 10  at 4:00 pm by calling CCIH atth

313-831-3160.  To see frequently asked questions, visit the parish

website at corpuschristi-detroit.org.



Corpus Christi Catholic Church

19800 Pembroke Avenue

Detroit MI 48219-2145

Why do Catholics light candles in Church?

Candles have been part of the Church’s worship from the earliest times. In the days before

electricity, candles and oil lamps were the ways that people lighted buildings. Even today, we

often still depend on candles during power outages, relying on their flickering flames to bring light

into the dark.

Like our ancestors, we also light candles on special occasions. Think about a festive family meal or a romantic dinner

for two — there will often be candles on the table, special objects for a special event. We light candles on birthday

cakes and carry them in processions. We also place candles at makeshift memorials that appear when there has

been an accident or act of violence. In these moments, their light casts aside a different kind of darkness — the

darkness of grief, fear, and death. 

The custom of the early Christians lighting candles and lamps at the tombs of the martyrs gave way to the practice

of having candles at Mass, honoring the sacredness of the celebration. 

As Christians decorated their worship spaces with statues and icons, they would burn candles in front of sacred

images and the relics of the saints, basically “shining a light” on what they held to be sacred. When pilgrims would

visit these shrines, they would often bring candles to light before the image or relic. These candles came to be a

symbol of the person, and their prayer and the burning these candles came to be understood as an extension and

continuation of the prayer that was offered. What began as a practical way to provide light has come to be a symbol

of the hopes, desires, loves, losses, fears, and faith of everyday Christians offering their prayers to God and his

saints.   ©LPi


