
                                                                                                           

 

A Word From The Heart
           from 

Fr Patrick Gonyeau

“His Voice”

Grace and peace to you from our Lord Jesus

Christ!  I pray that the eyes that find this bulletin

article are blessed and hearts enriched with a

special grace to hear the voice of Jesus more

clearly than ever before in the week to come!

In this weekend’s Gospel (Matthew 14:22-33) we

read of the powerful encounter the disciples had

with Jesus on a stormy night on the Sea of

Galilee.  Jesus had instructed his disciples to

proceed to the other side of the lake while he

stayed behind to pray on a mountain very close

to the Sea of Galilee (Mt. Arbel). From this

mountain, Jesus had an excellent view of the

sea and observed the boat with the disciples in

it being tossed about by the waves during the

fourth watch of the night (sometime between

3 am and 6 am).  

As Jesus came walking on the water towards the

disciples we hear they were terrified, thought he

was a ghost, and cried out in fear. Their plight

was completely understandable.  Boats back

then weren’t  too impressive I imagine. The Sea

of Galilee, as I remember from my visit there, is

quite impressive in size  (continued on special insert inside)

         

                My Soul Is At Peace 

Sunday Reflection

Be still and know that I am God. Silence is sacred.

Silence speaks the language of the soul and is the

foundation of all life and eternity itself. Silence takes us

beyond the limits of our minds and allows us to seek and

to love the essence of all love, perfect love, and being.

In silence, we can be non-verbally present to things and

to God in ways that words cannot accomplish. We can

discover, encounter, and be present to truths that our

minds struggle to conceive and then set aside the boxes

we put around things when comprehending them is

challenging. We can know the unknowable and touch

eternity when we encounter the core silence in our

souls.

We can do this even on a noisy street  (continued on page 3)

              Corpus Christi Parish
              “Building the Body of Christ”

     August 9, 2020                                                 19  Sunday in Ordinary Timeth

Inside This Issue ...

< Civilize It! Page 3
 Promote civility, love our neighbors, 

and build community during this election year

< Salve Regina! Page 4
Learn and sing the Salve Regina 

(Hail Holy Queen) prayer on Sat, Aug 15 
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Monday, August 10

  8:30 am  MASS

12:15 pm  MASS

Tuesday, August 11

  8:30 am  MASS

10:00 am  Pastoral Staff Meeting

  6:00 pm  MASS 

  6:30 pm  Hospitality Committee Meeting

  7:00 pm  Evangelization Committee Meeting

Wednesday, August 12

10:00 am  COVID-19 TESTING (thru 2 pm)

Thursday, August 13

  8:30 am  MASS

  3:30 pm  Leadership Team Meeting

  6:00 pm  MASS

Friday, August 14

  8:30 am  MASS

12:15 pm  MASS

Saturday, August 15

Assumption of Mary

12:00 pm  Nuptial Mass

  1:00 pm  CONFESSIONS

  4:00 pm  MASS 

Sunday, August 16 

20  Sunday in Ordinary Timeth

11:00 am  MASS

Please pray for those with the Covid-19 Virus             

Elizabeth Moore
Rev. Dana Porter Ashton

Michelle Talley
 Dee Hunt

Michael Spencer
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As Catholics, we have a long tradition of engagement

in the political process as a means of putting our faith

into action. We are called to bring the best of ourselves

and our faith to the public square—and yet today, many

shy away from such involvement because our national

and local conversations are filled with vitriol and harsh

language, often directed at people themselves.  

During the 2020 election, the U.S. Catholic bishops

have called for people of faith to model
compassion in an intentional way through the

nonpartisan “Civilize It” campaign. The “Civilize It”

pledge is simple, with three main elements:

Civility

To recognize the human dignity of those with whom I

disagree, treat others with respect, and rise above

attacks when directed at me.

Clarity

To root my political viewpoints in the Gospel and a

well-formed conscience, which involves prayer,

conversation, study and listening. I will stand up for my

convictions and speak out when I witness language that

disparages others’ dignity, while also listening and

seeking to understand others’ experiences.

Compassion

To encounter others with a tone and posture which

affirms that I honor the dignity of others and invites

others to do the same. I will presume others’ best

intentions and listen to their stories with empathy. I will

strive to understand before seeking to be understood.

This pledge does not direct people to be silent about

the issues that matter; instead, it reminds Catholics how

to act when discussing those issues. The “Civilize It”

campaign sends a signal that honest debate, sincere

reflection, and kindness in the face of differences are

valuable traits.

To take the pledge, visit www.CivilizeIt.org.  

http://www.micatholic.org/advocacy/news-room/the-word-fro

m-lansing/2020/this-election-season-civilize-it/

Sunday Reflection  (continued  from page 1)

and in the midst of the greatest distraction. Once we

have made friends with silence, the rambling noise of

the world no longer seems to matter, and we can carry

a deep forgiving peace within us, even when physical

silence cannot be found. We know that we are loved,

cared for, sustained, nourished, embraced, and carried.

There is nothing to fear in silence, and I can be present

to myself in the same way that God is present to me. I

can see myself as God sees me. All of my faults,

weaknesses, imperfections, failings, and sinfulness melt

away in the abundance of God’s mercy. All of the

worldly things we see as being important no longer are.

Silence allows us to soar beyond ourselves and

connect in ways that the mind can only imagine. When

all is quiet, we begin to see that it is only our fear that

keeps us from the Lord. It is our fear that causes us to

sink and to fail. We can hear the gentle whisper that

tells us to reach for God’s hand. We discover that we

yearn for the salvation and wholeness that only God

can give to us. Be still my soul and be at peace.  ©LPi

Young Adult News

Tap Into Life
Moving Forward With Solanus
Sun, Aug 9 | 6 - 9 pm | Capuchin Retreat Center 

— Mass followed by a community talk about the life

of Solanus Casey and the obstacles he overcame

throughout his life relating these to our own struggles

and how to motivate ourselves to continue moving

forward.  Go to https://www.aod.org/events/473 for 

sign up link.

Strong Faith — Vital Connections Series
Catholic Schools for the Black Community: 

Past, Present, Future

Thu, Aug 13 | 7:00 pm | Zoom

— Catholic schools have been a strong

evangelization tool in the black community since their

founding. Many people have gone to college,

improved their socio-economic class, or entered into

RCIA due to attending or having children in Catholic

Schools. For links to join the webinar, go to

https://www.aod.org/events/437.
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3 Take Time To Chat

Gather as a family and have

someone read today’s  Gospel

about The Walking on the

Water (MT 14:22–33). As a

family, reflect on the Gospel: 

• Peter had to trust Jesus to get out of the
boat. Who do you trust most? Why?

• What is it like to get out of your comfort
zone and try something new?

• Do you think Peter was scared? If so, why?

After your family discussion, Learn and sing the Salve

Regina (in next column) to celebrate the feast of the

Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary on August After

reciting the prayer, listen to a recording of the Salva

Regina chant in Latin, which can be easily found on

YouTube. During the chant, invite your family to close

their eyes and simply listen and meditate in silence.

3 Graduation News

i Kyron Malik Dickerson, grandson of Curtis and

Maria Dickerson, graduated from Southfield

High School for the Arts and Technology.

i Mariah Berry, daughter of Kevin and Zenia

Berry, graduated from MacArthur K - 8

University Academy, Southfield, with honors. 

She will attend University Middle School

Academy, Southfield, in the fall.

3 Everyday Stewardship

Humans doubt. It’s what we do. We doubt ourselves

and we doubt others. Before any of us say anything

about Peter’s doubting the words of Jesus that told him

he could get out of his boat and walk on water, we

need to get real with ourselves: How would I respond

in the same situation? I remember when I was child

taking swimming lessons. One day I simply tightened

up my muscles and sank. The lifeguard pulled me up

and asked what happened. I said I did not know. The

truth is that I was sinking under the weight of my own

doubt. I did not believe I could do what clearly, I was

told I could. That was only in five feet of water in a pool!

Now that I’m older, I can look back and laugh. But an

adult, the swimming pool is life, and I would be lying if

I said that there are no longer times I find myself

sinking due to new doubts.        (continued  on page 5)

Corpus Christi Kids Videos

Fr. Patrick’s Corpus Christi Kids videos

are available at the parish website, 

www.corpuschristi-detroit.org.

Click on “home” to the left,

 then scroll down to the “kid’s videos” button.

Share them with your children,

grandchildren, or anyone you know. 



Please Pray For Those In The Military:  

Caija Campbell (Army), Anthony Carson (Army), Thomas Dixon (Navy), Anthony Ford (Army), Nick Goodrich

(Army), Anthony Hollins, Jr (Army), Jonah LaTour, Jon LaTour, John Maurer (Air Force), Robbie Mayes

(Marines), Christopher Maniere (National Guard), and Lance Walker II (Army).
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Everyday Stewardship  (continued  from page 4)

Much of our doubt comes about because of a lack of

trust in God. We place our trust in material things,

wealth, or imperfect people instead of the One who is

worthy of our trust 100 percent of the time. Our

stewardship is often hampered by our doubt that God

will provide all that we need. If I give more, I may not

have enough to survive! When we place all our trust in

God, not only do we find that we have been given all we

need – our doubt that cause us to sink in the pool of life

fades away. 

We don’t suddenly become perfect in our trust, and

there will be times when we find ourselves with

concerns again. However, it is in those moments we

find that He is still there, speaking the words we need to

hear: “Take courage, it is I; do not be afraid.”

 — Tracy Earl Welliver

Please Pray
For Our 

Deceased
Loved Ones

Fay Bannister (7/12) , friend of Vernard and Pat Plain

Rev. Cordy Tindell Vivian (7/17)

Rep. John Lewis (7/17)

Fr. Edwin Balazy (7/21), Archdiocese of Detroit

Bernice Teoli (7/17), sister of Verna Kelser

   Scriptures
  for the Week 

Readings for the Week of August 9, 2020

Sunday: 1 Kgs 19:9a, 11-13a/Rom 9:1-5

Mt 14:22-33

Monday: 2 Cor 9:6-10/Jn 12:24-26

Tuesday: Ez 2:8—3:4/Mt 18:1-5, 10, 12-14

Wednesday: Ez 9:1-7; 10:18-22/Mt 18:15-20

Thursday: Ez 12:1-12/Mt 18:21—19:1

Friday: Ez 16:1-15, 60, 63 or 16:59-63

Mt 19:3-12

Saturday: Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab

1 Cor 15:20-27/Lk 1:39-56

20  Sunday in Ordinary Timeth

Questions of the Week

 First Reading

The Lord taught the prophet Elijah not to look for him

in the usual places. When have you found God’s

voice in an unexpected circumstance?

Second Reading

Paul was puzzled and deeply saddened over fellow

Jews (God’s covenantal people) who did not believe

that Jesus was the long-awaited Messiah. What

convinces you of Jesus’ identity as our Lord and

Savior?

Gospel Reading

Peter shows himself to be a man of “little faith” when

faced with the grave danger of drowning.

Who are the people in your life who show a depth of

faith in times of extreme duress? 

Weekly Budget $    8350.00

Sunday Offerings 8-2-2020 $    4964.00

Shortfall for the Budget Year $    9411.95

        

         Collection Report



Please call the parish office (313-537-5770) to add or remove a name from our prayer lists.

Mass Intentions
August 10 - 16
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Monday   8:30 am

12:15 pm

+ Michelle DeSouza (req by Corpus Christi Parish)

For Those Who Are Homebound

Tuesday   8:30 am

  6:00 pm

+ Leslie Ronald Smith (req by Corpus Christi Parish)

For Those Who Are Caregivers

Wednesday No Mass or Communion Service    

Thursday   8:30 am

  6:00 pm

+ Fay Bannister (req by Corpus Christi Parish)

For Those In Nursing Homes and Hospitals

Friday   8:30 am

12:15 pm

For An End To The Covid-19 Pandemic

For An End To Racism

Saturday 12:00 pm

  4:00 pm

Nuptial Mass: Dimiki Temfack and Lynda Ndafack

For The Families of Parishes Process

Sunday  11:00 pm For the People of Corpus Christi

Please Pray For Our Sick Members:

Pro

Please Pray For Our Relatives and Friends:
Susan Absher

Jim Agnello

Duncan Alfes

Cynthia Archer-Gift

Sue Bates

Marie Beard

Joan Beckley-Fletcher

Edward Bejesky

Kenneth Black 

Malcom Boudreaux

Bryan Bowman

Bria Brown

Ron Brown

James Bryant

Ernest Cabule

Michael Derrick Cade

Jenny Churchill

Scott Clinton

Leah Closson

Perry Conway

Nancy Copeland

Ronald Crane

Betty Cross

Chuck Davis

Natacha Desir

Shannon Dodd

Jerry Douglas

Chris Downing

Elizabeth Downing

Lloyd Earl   

Memphis Edison 

Virginia Etherly

Stephen Farkus

Phillip Faucher

Barbara Ford

Kyle Foster

Jerry & Patricia Franks

Mavis Frazer

Barbara Gay

Nestelyn Gay

Elwood Gneckow

Becky Goodrich

Marlene Grant

Morty Green

Alfonzo Harris

Millie Harris

Sharon Harris

Lisa Harston-LeDoux

Bob & Jane Hazen

Donna Hebel

Summer Henry

Carol Holm

Sullivan Horton

Jean Houck

Jeranne Jackson

Robert Jarey

Aliyaa John

Arnim Johnson

Fred Johnson

El Caleb Jones

Dorie Kaiser

Bill Kelley

Shirley Kenny

Joe Kieffer

Kristin Kingzett

Katie Lutzo Kissell

Erin Knight

Fred Kolp

Emilia Kullman

Marta Lagos

Antoinette Litzinger

Anthony Lorenger

Shannon Lorenger

Harold Lowe

William Mapp

Michael Mathis

Scott McDonald

Anthony McNeal

Michael McNeece

John/Mary Jo Meakin

Ashley Melonson

Jerry Mercier Jr

Robert Miller Jr

Darwin Mills

Florence Mills

Willard Mitchell

James Molloy

Karen Momper

Elizabeth Moore

Shirley V Moore

Glinda Moorer

Verita Morris

Pierce Mueller

Joyce Mulhall

Mignon Murray

Sara Nell-Wallace

Margaret Nelson

Ernestine Nimmons

Charles Nutt

Charlotte, Donna, 

John & Tyler O’Neill

Patty Page

Celena Parker

Willie Parker Jr

Paula Parham

Cyndi Pask

James Pefley

Alicia Penman

thel Person

Marquon Perry

Matt Phillips

Reginald Phillips

Anthony Plain

Erin Plain

David Remo

Sandra Reynolds

Michael Rice

Matthew Rich

Viola Richburge

Dorothy Roberson

Crystal Roberts

Eugene Rohde

Alfredo Rojas

Patrick Ryder

Frank Salem

Sherry Samuel

Ethel Mae Sanders

Larry Schneider

Helen Schroeder

Mildred Scott

Alice Sheehan

Larry Shelton

Lenny Simmons

Curtis Simpson Sr

Donald Sims Sr

Emily Smale

Kathy Smith

Tyrone Smith

Beverly Sneed

Tom/Dorothy Sobota

Nicholas Stephens

Rochelle Stewart

Trevor Sullivan

Kevin Sweeney

Frances Sykes

Patt Taylor-Braxton

Rick Thompson

Carolyn Thrash

Gerry Tremonti

Amy Turner

Eleanor Ursulan

Robert Vanden Berg

Al Victors

Alicia Walker

Kelley Walker

Lance Walker

Brady Wesley

Ruth Wilson

Barbara Woods

Doris Woody

Kyle Yanke

Tony Baines

Ken Banka

Doris Billion

Paul Billion

Marcelle Blackmon

Alelia Busby 

Faye C-Johnson

Jefferie Cook Sr

Karen Cook

Terrie C-Henderson

Sheri Dargin

Cid Davis

Kevin DeMatas

David Derouselle Sr

Curtis Dickerson

Renita Fletcher

Roy Ford

Connie Gant

Dionne Garner

Gary Greening

Virginia Harkey

Clint Harris

Irma Horton

Gloria James

Lynn James

John Johnson

Roswitha Jordan

Fannie Larkins

Myrna Leonard

Marilyn Lewandowski

Nancy Loper

Lori Love

Kathy Montgomery

Shirley Myles

Yve Nemeth

Sharon Ortman

Helen Parkman

Vernard Plain

Thelma Polley

Sally Rimbert

Joy Robinson

Elyse Ryder

Michael Sands

Pauline Simpson

Elsie Spencer

Donna Storie

Colletta Sykes

Brendia Thomas

Charlotte Turner

Adele Waddell

Kathy Wilson 

Homebound:
Etta Bagley

Jackie Bodenhorn

Evelyn Brantley

Beverley B-Johnson

Angeline Butler

Michelle Cagle

Joseph Cagle Sr

Clairmina Danjou

Vivian Dorsey

Ella Goldsmith

Sr Rachelle Harper 

Ruth Hill

Ronald Hills

Sr Stephanie Holub

Mary C. Hustoles

Edward Hustoles

Marie Leonard

Sharon Lewis

Bob Lindsay

Clemencia Massey

Beverly Miller

Beatrice Neail

Margaret Nielsen

Shirley Oldenburg

John Onwudinjo

Sue Padalino

Evangeline Pruett

Milford Raines

Hulda Reed

Juanita Robinson

Leatrice Robinson

Isiah Searls

Joseph Shelton

Mary Pat Shelton

Bernice Slaughter

Irene Williford

Joyce Wilson

Audrey Zielinski



A Word From The Heart  (continued  from page 1)

and capable, I’m  sure, of large waves in windy

and stormy conditions. On top of the fear of the

boat capsizing or breaking apart under battering

waves, here comes what looks like a ghost

walking on the water. It  understandable they

thought Jesus was a ghost — walking on water

was not something they had seen anybody do

before.  And so cries of fear arise from the

disciples.  We all have felt like this in some way

in our lives, I’m  sure.

Through the wind and the waves comes a sound

— the voice of Jesus: “Take courage, it is I; do

not be afraid.” (Mt 14:27)  His very words inject

(to open hearts) the grace to create the reality he

speaks!  Let there be light, do not be afraid. 

When God speaks, the power in His voice brings

grace into our lives.  When God speaks, he

transfers to us from his presence GRACE into

our lives as our hearts and minds are open to

receive the treasure of the grace flowing from

God  voice.

At Peter’s bold bequest — If it’s you, tell me to

come to you on the water —  Jesus says

“Come.” Peter literally walked on water because

he heard the voice of God say he could.  When

God speaks, the grace is truly present for us to

do what God has said.  God loves to speak with

us and Jesus told us very clearly, “My sheep

hear my voice, I know them and they follow me

(John 10:27).”   He has something to say about

every fear in our life. He loves us and wants to

walk with us … in conversation.       May we all

be blessed to grow in this grace of listening to

the voice of the Lord frequently!    Love you and

bless you!   — Fr. Patrick

 

! We continue to have only two weekend Masses:

Sat at 4 pm and Sun at 11 am; the 11 am Mass will

also be livestreamed.  At this time, our numbers are

very low for weekend masses, which is completely

understandable as we want people to be safe and make

the choice that is best for them. Many of our weekend

volunteers had been covering both of the Sunday

masses.  The daily Mass schedule remains the same.

! IT IS EXTREMELY IMPORTANT THAT YOU LET

US KNOW YOU ARE COMING TO MASS (this

includes our volunteers!) so that 1) the church is

prepared and ready for everyone who is coming, 2) a

checklist of attendees can be printed in advance for a

speedy check-in, and 3) the information required to do

Covid-19 tracing is readily available.   RSVP via the

link on our parish website, corpuschristi-

detroit.org.  If you do not have computer or internet

access, you may call the parish office at 313-537-5770

to RSVP.   No RSVP is required for daily masses.

! The parish buildings remain closed through

Labor Day.  Parish staff are working from home.  You

may continue to contact the parish staff through phone

calls to 313-537-5770 or  through their emails.

! Please call the parish office to let us know about

illness, hospitalization, death, and requests for

prayer or the Sacrament of the Sick. The  answering

machine is checked remotely each day for messages.

(continued on next page)

Holy Homework

This week take 15 minutes of

silence to sit and talk with

Jesus.  Maybe take an empty

chair and put it near you and

let Jesus know that it’s for

him. God uses our thoughts and our

imagination (the faculties of our intellect!) to

speak to us.  As you sit, simply say “Come

Holy Spirit.” The Holy Spirit will bring you

into conversation with Jesus.  



Fr. Patrick is notified of urgent requests as soon as

possible.  All calls will be returned. Please be sure to

leave both your full name and phone number and to

speak clearly and slowly when leaving a message.

! Thank you to all who have continued to support

the parish financially during this challenging time. 

Sunday offerings may be mailed to the parish office at

19800 Pembroke Ave, Detroit MI 48219-2145) or you

may give online at www.corpuschristi-detroit.org.

! The Evangelization Committee invites you to

share your experience of the Lord working in your life. 

If you would like to share your recent story, please send

an email to the Evangelization Committee care of

dcnpaulmueller@gmail.com. They would like to include

your name with your story, but this is optional.  Stories

will be posted on the parish website.

“What made the first 28 Chapters of Acts so thrilling
was disciples full of the Holy Spirit wide open to the
adventure of life where we agree to let Jesus walk the
face of the earth through us (Gal 2:20).  I know no
better way to grow in the ability to do that than the
formation Encounter School of Ministry offers. 
Encounter Ministries is authentically Catholic and
teaches from the heart of the Church. Be assured of

my prayers for you as you consider it.” 
— Fr. Patrick 

The Encounter School of Ministry empowers disciples

to release the supernatural power and love of God to a

world waiting for an encounter with Jesus.  For more

information, please visit https://encounterschool.org/

Congratulations to our parish children

who received Jesus in the Eucharist 

for the first time last weekend!

Saturday, August 1, 2020

Kamsyochi Anuforo
son of Frank and Linda Anuforo

Kema Anyadike
son of Alex and Nkechi Anyadike

Ashton Ellis
son of Angelita Pierce

Gerald Emeruom
son of Joseph and Maria Emeruom

Justice Garriott
daughter of Happiness Garriott

Christopher Sanon
son of Danielle Desroches

Sunday, August 2, 2020

Sofia Lopez
daughter of Santos and Jessica Lopez 

Delince Andrew Pierre-Louis
son of Delince and Dana Pierre-Louis

Kamsiyochukwu Okoye
Munachukwumso Oranefo

daughter and son of Stanley and Ijeoma Okoye 

J’Leigh Washington-Meeks
daughter of Aleta Martin-Gordon

“Happy is the soul that knows how to find Jesus
in the Eucharist, and the Eucharist in all things!”

St. Peter Julian Eymard



Coronavirus Testing at Corpus Christi
Wednesday, August 12  from 10 am - 2 pmth

Central City Integrated Health (CCIH) and Corpus Christi Parish

are working together to bring Antibody and COVID-19 testing to

Northwest Detroit.  Make an appointment by 4 pm on Mon Aug

10 by calling CCIH at 313-831-3160.  Frequently asked

questions available at corpuschristi-detroit.org.

A weekly opportunity for prayer and

fellowship on Thursday mornings thru

June 2021.  Online from 9:00 - 9:45 am. 

There is no charge but you must register by

1 pm Wed afternoon to receive the link for

the Zoom call. Moderated by Faith Offman,

Associate Directory of Ministry at St Paul of

the Cross Retreat Center. Questions?  Call

313-286-2800.

Christ the King School
Christ the King Parish is committed to

helping make a Catholic grade school

education possible for any parent,

grandparent or guardian who wants that for

their ch ild .  F ind out more at

www.christthekingschooldetroit.org.

 

Thu Aug 13, 2020 @ 7:00 PM 
Episode 3  | Topic:  Catholic Schools for the Black

Community: Past, Present, Future

Please go to https://www.aod.org/events/437

for links to join webinar or facebook



Corpus Christi Catholic Church

19800 Pembroke Avenue

Detroit MI 48219-2145

Why does Mary have so many feast days and names?
Christians first began celebrating feast days in honor of Mary, the Mother of Jesus, in the fifth century. That

celebration (originally called the Feast of the Dormition and now known by Roman Catholics as the Solemnity of

the Assumption) was celebrated on August 15. Very soon, however, other special days dedicated to Mary began

to appear in Jerusalem, Rome, and other major cities of the Christian world. These days of feasting became

important parts of the life of the community. But, more importantly, each of these unique celebrations became an

opportunity to focus on a different facet of the Christian faith, as believers focused their attention on specific events

or mysteries of the lives of Mary and her Son.

Over the centuries, some of these celebrations became universal (such as the Assumption on August 15, the

Immaculate Conception on December 8, and the Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God on January 1). Other celebrations were more closely

tied to certain religious orders (such as the Carmelites celebration of “Our Lady of Mount Carmel” on July 16 or the Servite Friars feast

of the “Seven Sorrows of Mary,” which is now celebrated as the Memorial of Our Lady of Sorrows on September 15).

In more recent times, Marian apparitions (like Guadalupe, Lourdes, and Fatima) have inspired special liturgical celebrations. Pope

Francis has added two new celebrations of Mary to the Church’s calendar: The Memorial of Mary, Mother of the Church (on the Monday

after Pentecost) and the Commemoration of Our Lady of Loreto (on December 10). The various titles of Mary (like those we find in the

Litany of the Blessed Virgin Mary) help us to reflect on different aspects of Mary’s faith and the ways that the Holy Spirit is at work in

her and through her, especially as the Mother of Jesus.

In the end, whatever the event or mystery being celebrated in a particular liturgy or the title of Mary being used, we are invited to always

see Mary in connection with the saving work of her Son. She is, of course, a patroness and protector for every Christian, but she is also

a model of discipleship and contemplation: “Having entered deeply into the history of salvation, Mary, in a way, unites in her person and

re-echoes the most important doctrines of the faith: and when she is the subject of preaching and worship she prompts the

faithful to come to her Son, to his sacrifice and to the love of the Father” (Lumen Gentium, 65).


