
                                                                                                           

 

A Word From The Heart
           from 

Fr Patrick Gonyeau

“The Sunday Obligation”

The Sunday Obligation is rooted in love. What it means is

that, in our covenant relationship with God, we have an

obligation to come to mass and worship God on Sunday, our

celebration which begins on Saturday afternoon in keeping

with the ancient Jewish tradition that the day starts at sunset.

The covenant that we are blessed to enter into and be a part

of by faith in Jesus Christ is the covenant Jesus instituted at

the Last Supper, which was also the first celebration of the

mass. Luke’s Gospel recounts what Jesus did that night: He

took the bread, said the blessing, broke it, and gave it to them

saying, “This is my body, which will be given up for you;

do this in memory of me.” And likewise, the cup after
they had eaten, saying, “this cup is the new covenant in

my blood, which will be shed for you.” (Luke 22:19-20)

Jesus indicated to the apostles at the Last Supper that the

meal of the new covenant would also be the sacrifice of the

new covenant. He took bread, transformed it into his flesh,

transformed the wine into his blood, and told them to eat and

drink of it.  He told them that his body would be given up for

them and his blood would be shed for them. Knowing the

prospect of eating flesh and drinking blood is too

overwhelming for people, yet wanting to pour himself into us,

Jesus works the most amazing miracle by giving us his own

body and blood in what looks and tastes like bread and wine

— yet is really his body and blood.

The magnitude of the sacrifice Jesus gave on the cross for us,

his body and blood, can’t be overlooked. The curse of sin and

death had been upon humanity since the moment Adam and

Eve sinned. Jesus came to break humanity free of the grip of

the evil one and his reign of sin (continued on special insert inside) 

         

Know God To Love God

Sunday Reflection

The only way to know God is to love God. Our minds will

never fully grasp the mystery of God, but our hearts and

souls can learn to love the mystery. Years ago, when life

had a more innocent quality to it, we believed what we

were told or witnessed, unless there was direct evidence

otherwise. This was especially true if the information

came from someone in authority. In a sense, we were a

bit more gullible on one hand but also more trusting on

the other. The latter is an admirable quality that sadly

can be eroded when we realize we have been duped.

With education and technological advances, we find

ourselves more skeptical and less likely to too quickly

accept and believe what we see and hear.

For all of the good that social media can do, it can also

easily distort reality and truth. Photoshop and a myriad

other technological truths can add to, fabricate, and
(continued on page 3)
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Monday, August 24

  8:30 am  

  COMMUNION SERVICE

  Tuesday, August 25

      8:30 am  

  COMMUNION SERVICE

         Wednesday, August 26

Thursday, August 27

  8:30 am  COMMUNION SERVICE

Friday, August 28

  8:30 am  COMMUNION SERVICE

Saturday, August 29

  1:00 pm  CONFESSIONS

  4:00 pm  MASS

Sunday, August 30

22  Sunday in Ordinary Timend

11:00 am  MASS

  1:45 pm Confirmation Preparation

PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE ILL

Elizabeth Moore, Michelle Talley      
Dee Hunt, and Michael Spencer      
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Corporal and Spiritual Works
of Mercy during COVID-19

"With the worldwide outbreak of the coronavirus, we are

confronted once more with the fragility of our lives, and

again we are reminded of our common humanity — that

the peoples of this world are our brothers and sisters,

that we are all one family under God.

God does not abandon us, he goes with us even now in

this time of trial and testing. In this moment, it is

important for us to anchor our hearts in the hope that

we have in Jesus Christ. Now is the time to intensify our

prayers and sacrifices for the love of God and the love

of our neighbor. Let us draw closer to one another in

our love for him, and rediscover the things that truly

matter in our lives.”

— United States Conference of Catholic Bishops

The Corporal Works of Mercy are found in the

teachings of Jesus and give us a model for how we

should treat all others, as if they were Christ in disguise;

they “are charitable actions by which we help our

neighbors in their bodily needs.” 

(U.S. Catholic Catechism for Adults) 

The Spiritual Works of Mercy have long been a part

of the Christian tradition, appearing in the works of

theologians and spiritual writers throughout history; just

as Jesus attended to the spiritual well-being of those he

ministered to, these Spiritual Works of Mercy guide us

to “help our neighbor in their spiritual needs.” 

(U.S. Catholic Catechism for Adults)

https://www.usccb.org/resources
/Corporal-and-Spiritual-Works-of-Mercy.pdf

— Visit this site for a list of 

ways to live out the corporal

and spiritual works of mercy.

Sunday Reflection (continued  from page 1)

make even the non-existent seem real. It is amazing.

How far do we allow this obviously justifiable skepticism

to take us? Questioning and doubting are healthy

elements of any good relationship as long as we don’t

allow them to turn us away from a deeper experience of

love and encounter.

Simon Peter said to Jesus, “You are the Christ, the Son

of the Living God.” Peter came to this knowledge, which

is not “head knowledge” because of the relationship he

shared with Jesus and what God was able to reveal in

and through that relationship. Peter simply “knew”

because of love that this is who Jesus really is. The

silent exchange of love between friends, and not an

intellectual exercise of the mind, brought Peter to this

place. When we stop and think about it, there are many

things in life that we simply know but do not completely

understand. When someone sacrifices their own well-

being for another, it may not make intellectual sense

when examined. But it makes a world of sense when it

is carried out. The vastness of reality and an encounter

with incomprehensible mystery all lead us to profound

silence where we simply know something to be true.

Have you trusted enough to allow your relationship with

God to bring you to this place or are you still too

skeptical?  ©LPi

Young Adult News

How To Begin Reading The Bible 
As A Catholic
Aug 17 - Sep 13 | Online

— A free online course for Catholics who want to

learn the basics about how to read the Bible and

apply the Word of God in daily life. To register, go to

https://www.aod.org/young-adult-events.

Young Catholic Professionals Speaker
Wed, Aug 26 | 7:00 pm | Online 

—YCP Detroit Executive Speaker Series is a free

event every month in which executives share their

professional and faith journeys with young

professionals in their 20’s and 30’s, challenging them

to ‘Work in Witness for Christ!’ Watch for upcoming

details at: 

https://www.aod.org/events/480
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3 Take Time To Chat

Explore the Sunday Gospel as a

family - choose someone to read 

Peter’s Confession About

Jesus, MT 16:13-20 (find it at

52sundays.com). Then share

your answers to these questions:

• Who is Jesus to you?

• What does it mean when Jesus says to
Peter, "you are Peter, and upon this rock I
will build my church"?

• Consider the conversion of St. Augustine.

(learn more about him at www.52Sundays.com)

Is it hard for someone to change from living
a sinful life to a holy life? Why or why not?

After your family discussion, pray St. Augustine’s prayer

to the Holy Spirit:

Breathe in me, O Holy Spirit, 

that my thoughts may all be holy.

Act in me, O Holy Spirit, 

that my work, too, may be holy.

Draw my heart, O Holy Spirit,

that I love what is holy.

Strengthen me, O Holy Spirit

to defend all that is holy.

Guard me, then, O Holy Spirit,

that I always may be holy.  Amen.

St. Augustine was born in Africa. He became a Christian

at 33, a priest at 36, and a bishop at 41. His feast day is

August 28.

3 Family Life In A Pandemic

Like many, Josh and Stacy Noem, who have three

children in middle school and high school, are

navigating uncharted waters: e-learning and working

remotely from home; social distancing taking away

everything from in-person Eucharistic worship to gym

memberships; daily news ramping up fear and

uncertainty. Here are some fundamentals they’re

building their days around:

• don’t treat every day like a Saturday.

• sit down for meals together.

• consider retaining your regular screen-time

limits

• be careful what you discuss together

• build in routines to have fun together

• hold informal film festivals around certain

themes

• ask kids to spend at least an hour being

creative in some way

• get outside - fresh air does wonders to clear

the head

• redouble your efforts to be more intentional

about prayer

• talk about how to bolster the spirits of those

who are feeling vulnerable

Excerpted from an article by Josh and Stacy Noem who blog

about parenting and their adventures as a family.  The entire

article is available at https://www.foryourmarriage.org/blogs/

family-life-in-a-pandemic/

3 Everyday Stewardship

What does it mean to be a good steward? Does it

mean to be an active parishioner, or something more?

Are we better stewards because we give more in terms

of our money and time to our parish, or are we called

to do even more than that?

The truth is that stewardship is a way of life. We are not

simply called to be active parishioners, but instead be

active disciples all the time. In fact, what we learn to do

in our parish should serve as preparation for the

mission field of the world. What have we really done if

we only act like disciples of Jesus Christ while we are

assembled with others who claim to be the same?

The choice before us is to give of ourselves in all

aspects of our day and life. The call of Jesus will come

in our everyday lives with our co-workers,  (cont. on p. 5)

Corpus Christi Kids Videos

Fr. Patrick’s Corpus Christi Kids videos

are available at the parish website, 

www.corpuschristi-detroit.org.

Click on “home” to the left,

 then scroll down to the “kid’s videos” button.

Share them with your children,

grandchildren, or anyone you know. 



Please Pray For Those In The Military:  

Caija Campbell (Army), Anthony Carson (Army), Thomas Dixon (Navy), Anthony Ford (Army), Nick Goodrich

(Army), Anthony Hollins, Jr (Army), Jonah LaTour, Jon LaTour, John Maurer (Air Force), Robbie Mayes

(Marines), Christopher Maniere (National Guard), and Lance Walker II (Army).

Page 5                                            www.corpuschristi-detroit.org                                          August 23, 2020

Everyday Stewardship  (continued  from page 4)

family, and friends more often than it will within our

parish community. First, if we can’t become good

stewards when we are among those who proclaim

Jesus as Lord, how will we be able to do so when we

are with those who are non-believers? Second, when

our muscles of gratitude, generosity, and graciousness

are strengthened within our parish community, we are

more able to meet the challenges of this world.

However, we do not become good stewards by

accident. We must always choose to live this way. What

will you choose?  — Tracy Earl Welliver

Please Pray
For Our 

Deceased
Loved Ones

Charles D. Spittle (7/24), brother in law of Vivian Spence

Kelly Rossi (8/7), sister in law of John Stockwell

Michael Hainer, cousin of the Conti Family

Margaret Gassoway (8/7), member of the parish

Mahdea Cooper (8/8), niece of Maria Anderson

   Scriptures
  for the Week 

Readings for the Week of August 23, 2020

Sunday: Is 22:19-23/Rom 11:33-36

Mt 16:13-20

Monday: Rv 21:9b-14/Jn 1:45-51

Tuesday: 2 Thes 2:1-3a, 14-17/Mt 23:23-26

Wednesday: 2 Thes 3:6-10, 16-18/Mt 23:27-32

Thursday: 1 Cor 1:1-9/Mt 24:42-51

Friday: 1 Cor 1:17-25/Mt 25:1-13

Saturday: 1 Cor 1:26-31/Mk 6:17-29

22  Sunday in Ordinary Timend

Jer 20:7-9/Rom 12:1-2/Mt 16:21-27

Questions of the Week

First Reading

The Lord condemns Shebna (a scribe under King

Hezekiah) for ignoring Isaiah’s prophetic warning

and elevates Eliakim with “a seat of honor.” How well

do you listen to prophetic voices?

Second Reading

We hear today Paul’s concluding remarks from

Romans 9:11 (reflections on God’s plan of salvation

for Jews and Gentiles). Paul contends that God’s

ways are beyond our understanding. Do you find this

comforting or unsettling?

Gospel Reading

Jesus informs Peter that his confession of him as

“the Messiah, the Son of the living God” is divinely

inspired. How do you imagine Peter personally

reacted to the news of this revelation?

Weekly Budget $    8350.00

Sunday Offerings 8-16-2020 $    8665.00

Shortfall for the Budget Year $  10663.95

        

         Collection Report



Please call the parish office (313-537-5770) to add or remove a name from our prayer lists.

Mass Intentions
August 24 - 30
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Monday   8:30 am Communion Service 

Tuesday   8:30 am Communion Service 

Wednesday No Mass or Communion Service    

Thursday   8:30 am Communion Service 

Friday   8:30 am Communion Service

Saturday   4:00 pm For Our Deceased Friends and Relatives

Sunday  9:00 am 

11:00 pm

No Mass 

For the People of Corpus Christi

Please Pray For Our Sick Members:

Pro

Please Pray For Our Relatives and Friends:

Susan Absher

Jim Agnello

Duncan Alfes

Cynthia Archer-Gift

Dana Porter Ashton

Sue Bates

Marie Beard

Joan Beckley-Fletcher

Edward Bejesky

Kenneth Black 

Malcom Boudreaux

Bryan Bowman

Bria Brown

Ron Brown

James Bryant

Ernest Cabule

Michael Derrick Cade

Ambrose Chapman Jr

Jenny Churchill

Scott Clinton

Leah Closson

Perry Conway

Nancy Copeland

Ronald Crane

Betty Cross

Chuck Davis

Natacha Desir

Shannon Dodd

Jerry Douglas

Chris Downing

Elizabeth Downing

Lloyd Earl   

Memphis Edison 

Virginia Etherly

Stephen Farkus

Barbara Ford

Kyle Foster

Jerry & Patricia Franks

Mavis Frazer

Barbara Gay

Nestelyn Gay

Elwood Gneckow

Becky Goodrich

Marlene Grant

Morty Green

Alfonzo Harris

Millie Harris

Sharon Harris

Lisa Harston-LeDoux

Bob & Jane Hazen

Donna Hebel

Summer Henry

Carol Holm

Sullivan Horton

Jean Houck

Jeranne Jackson

Robert Jarey

Aliyaa John

Arnim Johnson

El Caleb Jones

Dorie Kaiser

Bill Kelley

Shirley Kenny

Joe Kieffer

Kristin Kingzett

Katie Lutzo Kissell

Erin Knight

Fred Kolp

Emilia Kullman

Marta Lagos

Antoinette Litzinger

Anthony Lorenger

Shannon Lorenger

Harold Lowe

William Mapp

Michael Mathis

Scott McDonald

Anthony McNeal

Michael McNeece

John/Mary Jo Meakin

Ashley Melonson

Jerry Mercier Jr

Robert Miller Jr

Darwin Mills

Florence Mills

Willard Mitchell

James Molloy

Karen Momper

Elizabeth Moore

Shirley V Moore

Glinda Moorer

Verita Morris

Pierce Mueller

Joyce Mulhall

Mignon Murray

Sara Nell-Wallace

Margaret Nelson

Ernestine Nimmons

Charles Nutt

Charlotte, Donna, 

John & Tyler O’Neill

Patty Page

Celena Parker

Willie Parker Jr

Paula Parham

Cyndi Pask

James Pefley

Alicia Penman

Ethel Person

Marquon Perry

Matt Phillips

Reginald Phillips

Anthony Plain

Erin Plain

David Remo

Sandra Reynolds

Michael Rice

Matthew Rich

Viola Richburge

Dorothy Roberson

Crystal Roberts

Eugene Rohde

Alfredo Rojas

Patrick Ryder

Frank Salem

Sherry Samuel

Ethel Mae Sanders

Larry Schneider

Helen Schroeder

Mildred Scott

Alice Sheehan

Larry Shelton

Lenny Simmons

Curtis Simpson Sr

Donald Sims Sr

Emily Smale

Kathy Smith

Tyrone Smith

Beverly Sneed

Tom/Dorothy Sobota

Nicholas Stephens

Rochelle Stewart

Trevor Sullivan

Kevin Sweeney

Frances Sykes

Patt Taylor-Braxton

Rick Thompson

Carolyn Thrash

Gerry Tremonti

Amy Turner

Eleanor Ursulan

Robert Vanden Berg

Al Victors

Alicia Walker

Kelley Walker

Lance Walker

Brady Wesley

Ruth Wilson

Barbara Woods

Doris Woody

Kyle Yanke

Tony Baines

Ken Banka

Doris Billion

Paul Billion

Marcelle Blackmon

Alelia Busby 

Faye C-Johnson

Jefferie Cook Sr

Karen Cook

Terrie C-Henderson

Sheri Dargin

Cid Davis

Kevin DeMatas

David Derouselle Sr

Curtis Dickerson

Renita Fletcher

Roy Ford

Connie Gant

Dionne Garner

Gary Greening

Virginia Harkey

Clint Harris

Irma Horton

Gloria James

Lynn James

John Johnson

Roswitha Jordan

Fannie Larkins

Myrna Leonard

Marilyn Lewandowski

Nancy Loper

Lori Love

Kathy Montgomery

Shirley Myles

Yve Nemeth

Sharon Ortman

Helen Parkman

Vernard Plain

Thelma Polley

Sally Rimbert

Joy Robinson

Elyse Ryder

Michael Sands

Pauline Simpson

Elsie Spencer

Donna Storie

Colletta Sykes

Brendia Thomas

Charlotte Turner

Adele Waddell

Kathy Wilson

 

Homebound:
Etta Bagley

Jackie Bodenhorn

Evelyn Brantley

Beverley B-Johnson

Angeline Butler

Michelle Cagle

Joseph Cagle Sr

Clairmina Danjou

Vivian Dorsey

Ella Goldsmith

Sr Rachelle Harper 

Ruth Hill

Ronald Hills

Sr Stephanie Holub

Mary C. Hustoles

Edward Hustoles

Marie Leonard

Sharon Lewis

Bob Lindsay

Clemencia Massey

Beverly Miller

Beatrice Neail

Margaret Nielsen

Shirley Oldenburg

John Onwudinjo

Sue Padalino

Evangeline Pruett

Milford Raines

Hulda Reed

Isiah Searls

Joseph Shelton

Mary Pat Shelton

Bernice Slaughter

Irene Williford

Joyce Wilson

Audrey Zielinski



— Fr. Patrick

A Word From The Heart  (continued  from page 1)

and death. By perfect obedience to the Father and laying

down his life on the cross, he essentially set a trap for the

devil. As St. Ephrem put it, Jesus used his flesh as “a chariot

in which to ride to the underworld.” Why? Precisely to destroy

death! As St. Paul put it, “by the death and resurrection of

Jesus, “death has been swallowed up!”

Jesus gave his life on the cross as a ransom to save ours.

When he rose from the dead, he definitively ended the reign

of Satan on earth, which was a reign of sin and death. Faith

in Jesus leads us to have life with him, truly walking with

Jesus as our savior, Lord, and best friend in a covenant

relationship. Jesus knows we need renewal in this

relationship, so he gave us the gift of the mass!

Even in the old covenant, the third commandment, keep holy

the Sabbath, was about covenant renewal; it was a day that

those in covenant with God would put aside the work of life

and refocus on God by spending more time with God. The

Sabbath was and is about love. In the new and eternal

covenant, Jesus calls us to his table to share in the sacred

meal of his body and blood — truly Holy Communion. To

ready our hearts for that amazing moment, we come and sing

God’s praises, we repent of sin, we listen to God’s word and

we come at last to the table of the Lord to share the meal of

perfect love that is God himself being poured into us. As St.

Teresa of Calcutta put it, “When you look at the crucifix you

see how much he loved you then; when you look at the

Eucharist, you see how much he loves you now.”

The mass was the idea of Jesus Christ, God himself, and he

said something remarkable at the first mass, the last supper:

“do this in memory of me.” (Luke 22:19) Surely the disciples

asked at some point, when should we do this Jesus? The

Lord made it clear to them that Sunday, the day he rose from

the dead, is the day the believers (the Church) should come

together and celebrate the supper of the Lamb — to be 

renewed in the amazing love of the New and Eternal

Covenant by coming to mass and making a gift of our lives

anew to the one (Jesus!) who gives himself to us wholly in

Holy Communion. It’s a pure, amazing love that lies at the

heart of the New and Eternal Covenant, a love revealed

perfectly by Jesus on the cross for each of us. That love —

flowing from being in this relationship with the Father, Son,

and Holy Spirit — which Jesus made possible through his

establishment of the New and Eternal Covenant should be the

very center of our lives lived with God. It’s a love that God

calls us to be renewed in again and again.

With the establishment of the New and Eternal Covenant,

Jesus also established the gift of the mass — the first one

being celebrated at the Last Supper. Why did Jesus give us

the mass? A short answer must suffice for the sake of the

length of this article: LOVE. Jesus, who absolutely loves us,

wants to continue to fill us with his love in a remarkable way

that renews us with God and with each other as the family of

God (the Church). Jesus loves to gather his family and renew

us, to fill us each of us afresh with sweet grace in all the ways

he does at mass, but none more sacred than the gift of the

Eucharist, his very body and blood.

If you and I are in a relationship with Jesus, and we know that

he who loves us perfectly and gave his life on the cross for us

is inviting us to come to his table each weekend to be

renewed in the perfect banquet of his love … would we go?

Would we feel obliged out of love to say yes to Jesus and

come to his table knowing how much he loves us and wants

us there to fill us and to delight in us, and us in him, in a most

spectacular way in Holy Communion? Here we find the

answer to why on earth there would be a “Sunday

Obligation” to go to mass: because Jesus our Lord and best

friend invites us to his sacred banquet of love that takes place

at the altar in the house of God on the day of his resurrection.

The joy of celebrating the resurrection with the resurrected

one who died and rose for us and fills us with his perfect love

is heaven’s joy.  Sunday mass is the invitation of Jesus that

stirs in our hearts — a holy obligation that is rooted in love. If

someone were to ask you “Why are you going to Church

every Sunday?” you could joyfully let them know, “because

I’m trying to live in love with the one who’s in love with
me! There’s room at the table for you too!”

Well what about during a pandemic? I’ve never wanted to

create any pressure on any of our parishioners to come to

mass in the midst of the pandemic. I respect your conscience,

and you need to do your best to keep yourself safe, especially

for the sake of your loved ones and friends who cherish and

count on your presence in this life. Towards that end, I can’t

encourage you enough to watch mass on TV or the live

stream mass from Corpus Christi at 11 am on Sundays (you

can watch it later if that time doesn’t work); just visit our

website and you’ll see the “view live stream mass” button

you can click on.

The decision to come to mass (or not right now) can be a

tough one for people, I totally understand. Clearly the

Archbishop of Detroit does as well, letting the faithful know

that the Sunday obligation to attend mass is lifted until at least

November 22nd. Yet, let us continue to take time on Sunday

to pursue heart to heart covenant time with Jesus. There is no

better form of that than what Jesus gives us in the mass: his

own body, blood, soul, and divinity in the Eucharist. For those

who do come to mass, please be assured we are being very

careful to be safe, clean, and to keep people protected. For

those staying home, please know I support your decision and

that spiritual communion is powerful too.

Thank you for reading this lengthy article.  I hope it has been

helpful. Please know of my continued love and support of you

as we all travel through this unprecedented time in our lives.

I thank God we travel together as the Body of Christ!  

Love you and bless you!



O  Fr. Patrick has prepared a “Daily Devotional Series”

that offers reflections on the Scriptures of the day. 

Each session is only 60 to 90 seconds long.  You can

access this daily by going to our website and clicking on

“Daily Devotional Series.”

O  We continue to have only two weekend Masses: Sat

at 4 pm and Sun at 11 am; the 11 am Mass will also be

livestreamed.  At this time, our numbers are very low for

weekend masses, which is completely understandable

as we want people to be safe and make the choice that

is best for them. Many of our weekend volunteers had

been covering both of the Sunday masses.  The daily

Mass schedule remains the same.

O  IT IS EXTREMELY IMPORTANT THAT YOU LET

US KNOW YOU ARE COMING TO MASS (this

includes our volunteers helping with parking lot, check-

in, or hospitality!) so that 1) the church is prepared and

ready for everyone who is coming, 2) a checklist of

attendees can be printed in advance for a speedy

check-in, and 3) the information required to do Covid-19

tracing is readily available.   RSVP via the link on our

parish website, corpuschristi-detroit.org.  If you do not

have computer or internet access, you may call the

parish office at 313-537-5770 to RSVP.   No RSVP is

required for daily masses.

O  The parish buildings remain closed through Labor

Day.  Parish staff are working from home.  You may

continue to contact the parish staff through phone calls

to 313-537-5770 or through their emails.

O  Please call the parish office to let us know about

illness, hospitalization, death, and requests for prayer or

the Sacrament of the Sick. The  answering machine is

checked remotely each day for messages. Fr. Patrick is

notified of urgent requests as soon as possible.  All calls

will be returned. Please be sure to leave both your full

name and phone number and to speak clearly and

slowly when leaving a message.

O  Thank you to all who have continued to support the

parish financially during this challenging time.  Sunday

offerings may be mailed to the parish office at 19800

Pembroke Ave, Detroit MI 48219-2145) or you may give

online at www.corpuschristi-detroit.org.

O  Confessions are offered from 1 to 3 pm on Saturdays

outside the Activities Center (between the school

building and the convent building). All are welcome!

Holy Homework

Spend some time in

prayer this week

intentionally asking

Jesus to help you

have a greater love of

the Mass and a

greater awareness of

the gift of Sunday as

the Lord's day, a time of rest and blessed

covenant renewal for us and our relationship

with God.

https://www.usccb.org/offices/justice-peace-
human-development/forming-consciences-

faithful-citizenship

Please plan now to vote in November. Catholics are

called to witness to Faithful Citizenship as we

participate in the public square through political

engagement and civil dialogue. 

If you have not registered to vote yet, visit 

www.vote.org; you can also confirm you are

registered at this site. Visit www.michigan.gov/vote/

to look at what candidates and issues will be on your

ballot. 

 

www.CivilizeIt.org

http://www.vote.org
http://www.michigan.gov/vote/.


Spend a day on the green with friends/family, while

helping the Divine Mercy Center help others!

Saturday, September 26  - www.sjdivinemercy.orgth

Fieldstone Golf Club - Auburn Hills, MI

7:45 a.m. Registration, 9:00 a.m. Shotgun Start

                                                                                               THIRD ANNUAL SAINTS CLASSIC

Equip yourself to share the Gospel.

How Does a Certificate Help Your Ministry?

You will grow in knowledge and love
of Christ and his Church.

Receive practical training for evangelizing in different

contexts, such as in the workplace, family settings,

classrooms, and in the streets. Learn how to offer

personal testimony to what Christ has done in your

own life and the ability to explain the kerygma, the core

message of the Gospel.

You will grow in confidence
and be better equipped to share the Gospel.

By embarking on the new evangelization—carried out

through a radical openness to the leading of the Holy

Spirit—you will be equipped with a joyful confidence to

unleash the Gospel and bring about life-changing

encounters with the Lord Jesus.

You will be empowered
to defend and teach your faith.

To demonstrate both orally and in writing the ability to

communicate the Catholic faith and tradition effectively

in relation to human experience. You will receive the

tools necessary to teach and equip others for the work

of ministry, building up the body of Christ.

Take action now to start the next phase of your

ministry.  Schedule a time to speak with the Sacred

Heart team today to find a program that’s best for you.

Visit http://explore.shms.edu/ to learn more about lay

ecclesial ministry.
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Corpus Christi Catholic Church

19800 Pembroke Avenue

Detroit MI 48219-2145

Why are only men allowed to be priests or deacons in the Church?
One of the most debated and — in some circles — contentious teachings of the Church is that only men can

be ordained as priests and deacons. Critics see it as a way of strengthening a patriarchal system in which

women have little or no voice. Those who support this teaching look to New Testament teaching (where we

read of Jesus choosing only men to be apostles) and the long-standing practice of the Church. This was

certainly the perspective of St. John Paul II who, in his 1994 apostolic letter, Ordinatio Sacerdotalis, closed

the discussion on the possibility of ordaining women as priests.

In the letter, he reflected on the dignity of women and their call to share in the life and mission of the Church, but he concluded

by solemnly declaring that “the Church has no authority whatsoever to confer priestly ordination on women and that this

judgement is to be definitely held by all the Church’s faithful” (no. 4). 

This position has been upheld by Pope Francis in interviews, most notably as he returned from his 2016 visit to Sweden.

The ordination of women to the diaconate is another question and one which is being studied. In 2016, Pope Francis created a

12-member commission to study the question from several perspectives (theological, liturgical, historical, etc.). The commission

issued an initial report for Pope Francis who later said that the commission had not yet produced a “definite response” to the

question because of a lack of agreement on the role of female deacons in the Early Church. 

For now, however, regardless of what changes might come from ongoing study and debate, the Church continues to reserve

ordination to the diaconate to men only, recognizing a vital link between the diaconate and the priesthood and the lack of certainty

about the presence and function of female deacons throughout history.  
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