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Feast of Christ the King 

Nov. 25-26, 2023 
Homily – Semi-final 

 
 

THANKSGIVING DAY 
I sure hope you and yours had a fine holiday on Thursday!   
We all have so, so much to be grateful for!   
I hope you found some time to say “Thanks” to the Lord. 
 
Images of Jesus Christ 
When we speak with the Lord, does some image of the Lord come to mind? 
Give that a few seconds to think about! 
 
Sitting here in the church pews we might think of the crucifix right here in front 
of us here.  [Slide 1] 

 
 
Jesus on the cross might well be one of the most common images coming to our 
minds during times of prayer.  
It might even be the crucifix on the back wall here at church, the crucifix with 
the risen Jesus on it. [Slide 2] 
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And, yes, there are clearly lots of other images of Jesus that could come to mind!  
 
With the coming Christmas season we might well have in mind an image of the 
Christmas manger with the new-born baby Jesus in there. [Slide 3] 

 
 

During much of the church year, our Gospels tell us about Jesus preaching to 
people, sometimes to his 12 Apostles, sometimes to a small group, and sometimes to 
a large gathering. [Slide 4] 
 

 

 

Of course, we have Gospels with unique stories that warrant unique images, like 
when Jesus called Lazarus to rise and come out from his tomb. [Slide 5] 
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Here an image reminds us of more of that story by also showing us Martha and 
Mary, the sisters of Lazarus {near the bottom of the slide}, as they appeal to 
Jesus for help. 
 
FEAST OF CHRIST THE KING 
 
This weekend we celebrate the Feast of Christ the King.  Each year the Church 
celebrates this feast on the last Sunday before Advent begins.  Because it is a 
single day it does not visually “stick out” like the Christmas season nor the Easter 
season.  Here are a few thoughts about Christ the King that may help today’s feast 
“stick out” a little more!   
 
Let’s start with some images used to express that feast. [Slide 6] 
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Ah, yes, royalty!   
The crown;  
the beautiful garments; 
holding a royal scepter!   

 
Yes, all three images show a crown. 
Yes, all three images show beautiful garments. 
Two of them even show Jesus holding a royal scepter in his left hand. 
 
The middle image is the stained glass window of our neighboring parish, Christ the 
King, along Grand River Avenue.  At the top of window, Jesus is riding a donkey 
which is another Gospel story of Jesus’ royalty.  Along the left edge of the window 
it shows an image of Jesus on the crucifix. 
 
The statue to the right is from my parents and is the Infant of Prague which 
shows Jesus as a young, royal child. 
 
Oh, and note that all three images show Jesus holding up three fingers in his right 
hand.  That is the artist’s way of showing sign language which convays the message 
of the name “Jesus Christ” in the ancient language used back in the early Church.   
 
So, Jesus is shown as a royal person who has all the powers of an earthly ruler …  

the powers to make laws,  
the powers to rule over everyone,  
the powers to judge everyone.   

 
BUT, there is a major difference, a huge difference!   
Jesus Christ is the most loving entity the earth has ever seen or ever will see!   
We know HE, the Second Person of the Holy Trinity,  

took on our human nature,  
became a person like us, 
preached the Gospel,  
died for us on the cross,  
and rose again on Easter.   

 
YES! 
 
[Slide 7] 
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Jesus,  

Christ the King, 
is the ultimate and most loving of 

of any King, 
of any time, 
of anywhere! 

 

WOW! 
Today’s Gospel is an example of all that royal power,  

the power of Jesus,  
the power of Christ the King! 
 

In that Gospel, Jesus speaks of separating the sheep and the goats. [Slide 8] 
 

 
In the time of Jesus people thought very differently of sheep and goats! 
For example, the Greek people associated the sheep with the good gods of their 
times, like Zeus, Apollo and Poseidon.  And they associated the goats with the 
wicked gods of their times, like Pan, Bacchus and Aprhodite.  [Slide 9] 
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Our first reading today, from Ezekiel, starts with God saying “I myself will look 
after and tend my sheep.”  Yes, he was telling the Israelites that they were great, 
they were special, and he would treat them marvelously! 
 
Today’s psalm, Psalm 23 [such a popular psalm!!!} uses the refrain:  
“The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.”   
Wow!  How is that for a great confidence in God, our Lord?!?!   
“The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.” 
We can repeat that with an inhale and an exhale: 
Inhale while saying: The Lord is my shepherd; 
Exhale while saying: there is nothing I shall want. 
  
 
Quote from St. Paul’s Letter to the Colossians 1:15-20: 

[a portion from Liturgy of the Hours, Week 1, Wednesday, Evening Prayer] 
He is the image of the invisible God, 
the firstborn of all creation.  
For in him were created all things in heaven and on earth, 
the visible and the invisible, 
whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers; 
all things were created through him and for him.  
He is before all things, 
and in him all things hold together. 
He is the head of the body, the church.  
He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, 
that in all things he himself might be preeminent.  

 

Now, all these insights are great reasons for “Christ the King” to get our 
attention.   
How about we pledge Him some of our time to speak with Him?   
How about we even pledge to do that daily?   
Could we give him all of 1% of our time?  [Slide 10] 
 

Can we make a pledge? 
1% of our time 

15 minutes per day 
 
Yes, 1% of our time would be 15 minutes in a day!   
Hmmm, let’s think about that! 


