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Grand Knight’s Report 

. 

Brothers, 

 

Thank you for all your help and participation 

with our November events.  I look forward to 

seeing you all at our December Christmas party 

after a short meeting on December 10th. 

 

          Franklin Vaca                 Grand Knight 

 
This is your newsletter.  If you would like to see anything published please 

forward to me via email at dan.falstad@kofc.org.  Articles of interest to 

you, pictures from our events, and general questions about the church and 

parish are all great topics to address in the newsletter. 

Please follow up with any potential members and invite 

them to join us in charity for the betterment of the com-

munity and the church.  You or they can sign up online at 

knights.net and one of your officers will contact them for 

a degree ceremony.  Use your membership number as a 

reference or 2743823 and we will contact them immedi-

ately.  We have at least one on-line member currently 

signed up that plans to join our council at the Major De-

gree at St. Vincent’s on January 26, 2020. 

 

. 

Have a joyous and spiritual Advent season!  

Christmas Blessings on you and your families. 



Franklin Vaca  Grand Knight  225 281-7876 

Andy Fischer   Deputy GK      612 418-7417 

David Miller   Financial Sec.  515 883-0316 

Larry Gervais   Chancellor     763 559-1944 

Aaron Manse  Treasurer        612 202-0608 

John Jordon     Warden          763 557-6997 

Jason Wollak Inside Guard    612 275-8160 

Dan Broten   Outside Guard 612 799-0519 

Kevin Gaffney     Recorder    763 257-2506 

Bob Fischer         Advocate    763 516-1024 

Fr. Mike Sullivan   Chaplain    763 425-6505 

John Yaeger           Trustee 3   763 420-5942 

Patrick Farrelly      Trustee 2   763 218-3816 

John Ruffing          Trustee 1   763 464-3240 

  

Upcoming Calendar of Events 

December 

        8     4th Degree  Christmas Party   

       10   Christmas Party and Member Meeting 

       25  Christmas 

        

       

 

 

 

              2019-2020 Council Officers Dan Falstad 

Field Agent 

612 310-5254 

Dan.falstad@kofc.org 

It's not something any of us like to think about or plan for. 

But when the worst happens, it's essential to know your 

family and loved ones are covered financially. That's why it's 

essential to have life insurance. A good life insurance policy 

can help cover the cost of a mortgage, childcare costs and 

safeguard your family from inheriting any debts you might 

have.  It can also replace the income that your family relies 

on to get through every month. 

But the sad truth is, a shocking number of Americans do not 

have a life insurance policy and their family is at financial 

risk if the worst should happen. 

The Knights have some of the best policies in the industry, 

and you can get free quotes by calling me any time.  I can 

provide you with quotes on any term or whole life insurance 

you wish, but it can be more meaningful if I can stop by your 

home and complete a life insurance needs assessment with 

you. People are shocked at how cheap an excellent policy is 

after requesting their free quotes. But the reality is, life in-

surance rates are at a 20-year low and thanks to new pro-

gram policies you could qualify for a great new policy at an 

extremely affordable price.   

Please give me a call to have a confidential discussion of 

your financial needs and to find out how economically the 

risk of covering those needs can be using life insurance.  

Dan Falstad  

612 310 5254  

Dan.Falstad@kofc.org 



The Spring Exemplification into the 4th Degree of your Or-
der will be held in Walker, MN on April 18, 2020.  The fourth 
degree is an excellent opportunity to involve your spouse 
and attend monthly dinners with her.  Contact Patrick Far-
relly immediately if you are interested in joining.   

   Report of the Fourth Degree 

 The Sock Drive for Veterans is continuing.   Please contribute any color crew socks (men’s and wom-

en’s) to the boxes in St. Joseph Hall but refrain from tube socks. 

             Third Degree Dues 

You should have recently received your dues invoice via e-

mail.  Please pay as soon as possible to help us avoid the 

cost and frustration of tracking you down.  Your invoice will 

show both mandatory assessments ($30 for regular mem-

bers) and voluntary assessments which you can pay at your 

discretion.  You can mail your dues to David, drop in the KC 

folder outside St. Joseph Hall, or pay him the night of the 

Christmas party.. Please reach out if you have questions. 

 



Please keep in mind that your Knights of Columbus offers the Catholic difference for: 

Permanent Life Insurance     Term Life Insurance 

– Insure Your Life for Life     – Affordable Protection for Temporary Needs 

Retirement Annuities      Disability Income Insurance 

– Income for the Rest of Your Life    – Shield Your Income from Illness and Injury 

Long-Term Care Insurance     Financial Planning Advice 

– Protect Your Assets, Prepare for the Future     – Complementary Professional Advice 

Your Newsletter 

 Please forward articles, pic-

tures, and suggestions for 

changes  to the newsletter to 

Dan.  This is your newsletter and 

you can include whatever you 

wish. 

A dozen of your brother Knights fished Lake of the Woods 

again this year.  If you are interested in  next year’s annual walleye 

trip  contact John Jordan at 612 719-

3834 .  We are considering expanding 

to 18 fishermen and 3 boats next year 

and leaving June 14th.  The cost will be 

whatever the resort charges ($450 this 

year) with the $100 deposit plus $70 for 

captain’s tips, service tips, and big and 

first and biggest fish wagers due up front. 

Our Coats for Kids Distributions were a huge success in 
November.  Thanks to all who donated or helped out. 

The December General Membership and Business Meeting has been changed to a 6:30pm start time on December 10th and will 

be finished by 7:00pm to start the annual Christmas Party.  You and your spouse are invited for a pot luck dinner and drinks.  

Please bring a dish to pass and a wrapped gift to share ($10 value recommended) for each person attending.   

Congratulations to Jason Wollak, 

our October Knight of the Month. 



 

10 

The November Pancake Breakfast and Ladies Auxiliary Country 

Store were a great success.  Thanks to all who helped out or 

patronized both events.  The 50/50 raffle was not won by me. 



Minn. Knights, Super Bowl Champion Raise $25,000 for Haiti 

Maple Grove, MINN. — A partnership between a parish from the United States and a Haitian parish became 
an even greater blessing after the church in Bouzy, Haiti, collapsed in a rainstorm. And the Knights of Co-
lumbus immediately came together to help. 
St. Catherine d’ Alexandre Church in Haiti was resilient: It had survived the 2010 earthquake. But the earth-
quake left it damaged, and when repairs couldn’t be made for more than a decade, a rainstorm this past Janu-
ary finally brought the roof down. 
Knights of St. Joseph the Worker Council 13359 stepped up to aid the Haiti parish in their fundraising ef-
forts, hosting an Oct. 5 benefit dinner with former NFL Center and Knight Matt Birk. 
“It's all pretty simple,” Birk said in his address at the event. “At the end of life, we need to answer three ques-
tions. Did I love God? Did I love my neighbor? Did I use the talents God gave me to further his glory? That's 
it." 

While Knights Patrick Farrelly and Dan Broten won’t take credit, they and their fellow council can answer 
yes to all three questions. They organized the fundraiser dinner which, according to their estimates, may net 
$25,000 for the church in Bouzy. That’s on top of the parish’s $130,000 raised in a separate campaign, to 
which the Knights contributed $2,500 as well as recruiting donors. All of this goes towards rebuilding the 
church. 

 

“I felt inspired by the Holy Spirit and I thought that more was possible than we realized,” Farrelly said re-
garding the decision to do a fundraiser that complemented the parish’s efforts. “It’s been a journey of love.” 

By Joe Pappalardo 11/13/2019  

http://kofc.org/un/en/news/releases/knights-on-the-gridiron.html
https://www.kofc.org/en/news/releases/on-the-frontlines.html


But it’s not just about the money. 

The partnership between St. Joseph the Worker and St. Catherine d’ Alexandre parish predates the earth-
quake. A mission trip to a Haiti orphanage in 2008 prompted parishioners to consider a twinning pro-
gram, where two parishes from different countries partner together, often to aid needy parishes like St. 
Catherine’s. The two parishes partnered in 2009, and volunteers and Knights have made biannual visits 
ever since, forming a bond that has lasted nearly a decade. 

“Over the years we have had to emphasize with each new pastor the relationship aspect rather than being 
the bank or the fix-it man,” Father Mike Sullivan, pastor of St. Joseph. “As a result, when we go there or 
they come here, we truly seek ways to bond together.” 

The Knights and volunteers bring medical supplies, water filtration systems (and technicians to train pa-
rishioners in their use), soccer balls and even Knights of Columbus shirts for children to wear as soccer 
uniforms. 

When the church roof collapsed, the congregation had to hold Mass under the eaves of the neighboring 
Catholic school, using a shelter constructed from debris. Parishioners pushed down the crumbling walls 
to make it safe for school children to still use the playground adjacent to the church. The local men had 
formed a group similar to the Knights of Columbus, called the Good Samaritans, and learned that they 
could be part of something greater. 

“I have always been a Knight,” St. Catherine’s pastor Father Claude Telemaque said. 

Father Claude joined the Knights of Columbus after he visited the American parish and learned about the 
Knights and their work. The Good Samaritans became a Knights of Columbus roundtable. Through their 
partnership, the Knights have helped the roundtable get uniforms for their members that double as choir 
outfits when they sing at Mass. The Knights have also provided a processional cross and memorial chal-
ice for the parish to use. 

“We try to surround men with other men of good faith practices, good morals and good parenting skills,” 
Father Mike said. “The Knights of Columbus have always been a shining example of people working 
together to make the Kingdom of God visible in families, in the parish and in our towns.” 

Stemming from a love for God, the Knights’ work to help their international neighbors is a witness to the 
way Catholics can put their talents towards furthering his glory. You can click here to contribute to the 
Hope for Bouzy initiative and read more about their efforts. 

http://kofc.org/un/en/programs/community/helping-hands.html#/
https://sjtw.net/hope-for-bouzy

